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4.1 Forestry Impact Assessment

4.1.1

4.1.2

Introduction

This Forestry Impact Assessment (FIA) Technical Annex of the Onshore Environmental Impact
Assessment Report (EIAR) evaluates the potential effects of the Proposed Salamander
Offshore Wind Farm (the ‘Proposed Development’) onshore infrastructure on the forest and
woodland areas within the Onshore Development Area.

This Technical Annex has been prepared by Neil McKay MICFor, Director of Neil McKay
Forestry Consultant Limited, a professional member of the Institute of Chartered Foresters
(ICF) since 1994 with more than 35 years’ forestry practice in the public and private sectors
throughout Scotland. Neil McKay has more than ten years' experience producing forestry
inputs for EIARs for renewable energy and energy transmission infrastructure developments
across Scotland.

Methodology

Forestry is not regarded as a receptor for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) purposes.
Commercial forests are dynamic and their structure continually undergoes change due to
normal felling and restocking by the landowner; natural events, such as windblow, pests or
diseases; and external factors, such as infrastructure development. It is worth noting that
the majority of existing forestry within the Onshore Development Area is commercial in
nature.

At landfall, the offshore export cable(s) will be joined to onshore export cables at the Cable
Transition Joint Bays (TJB(s)) which will be located above mean high water springs (MHWS).
The main onshore components will include:

* TJB(s) to join the offshore and onshore cables;
* Onshore export cables buried in up to two trenches;

* An Onshore Substation (OnSS) and energy balancing infrastructure (EBI) compounds
and associated infrastructure;

* Grid connection works; and
* Access roads to the OnSS and EBI.

The Project will include EBI within the confines of the OnSS to provide services to the whole
energy system, which may include importing, storing and exporting energy to meet grid
needs, improving grid stability and reliability, or providing additional services such as system
monitoring and computing.

This Technical Annex describes the plans resultant from the Proposed Development through
the felling, replanting and maintenance of successor tree crops. The changes to the forest
structure are also described as well as any forestry waste generated. The forestry proposals
are interlinked with environmental effects which are outside the scope of this Technical
Annex, but which should be read in conjunction with the following EIAR chapters in relation
to forestry:

* ER.B.2.4 - Project Description;
« ER.B.3.7 - Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology;

 ER.B.3.8 - Terrestrial Ornithology;
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 ER.B.3.9 - Terrestrial Ecology and Nature Conservation; and
* ER.B.3.12 - Landscape and Visual Amenity.

This Technical Annex identifies areas of forest to be permanently or temporarily removed for
the construction and operation of the Proposed Development and outlines the proposed
management practices, while identifying the replanting proposals and subsequent aftercare.
The Proposed Development has direct implications to privately owned, predominantly conifer,
plantation. These plantations extend beyond the Onshore Development Area to both the north
and south; most of the Onshore Development Area is outside these forestry plantations.

The forestry proposals have been developed to:
¢ Identify areas permanently lost to forest cover;

« ldentify those areas which may be felled as a result of the Proposed Development
and replanted on Site; and

« Demonstrate how the Proposed Development fits within the future forest structure.

This Technical Annex is structured as follows:

Legislation, Policy and Guidance;
¢ Consultation;
e Assumptions and Limitations;
« Baseline Conditions;
o Forestry Study Area;
o Desk Study
o Field Survey
o Future Baseline in the Absence of Development
* Project Felling Plan
* Requirement for Compensatory Planting;
* Forestry Waste;
» Forestry Management Practices; and

e Summary

4.1.3 Legislation, Policy and Guidance

This Technical Appendix has been informed by the following scope of the assessment has
been informed by consultation responses summarised in Table 4.1.1 and the following
guidelines/policies:

« The Scottish Government (2023). Scotland's National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4)1

* Forestry Commission Scotland (2019): Scottish Government's policy on control of
woodland removal: implementation guidance?;

1 Scottish Government, National Planning Framework 4, Online. Available at: https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/ [accessed
26/04/2024]

2 Forestry Commission Scotland, 2019. Scottish Government's policy on control of woodland removal: implementation guidance. Online. Available at:

https://forestry.gov.scot/images/corporate/pdf/implementation-Guidance-Control-of-woodland-removal.pdf [accessed 09/05/2023]
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¢ Forestry Commission Scotland (2009): The Scottish Government's Policy on Control
of Woodland Removal, Edinburghs;

¢ Forestry Commission (2017). The UK Forestry Standard: The Government's Approach
to Sustainable Forestry, 4th Edition, Forestry Commission, Edinburgh4;

¢ Forestry Commission (2017): The UK Forestry Standard Guidelines4;
e The Scottish Government (2019) Scotland's Forestry Strategy 2019-20295;

» The Scottish Government (2020) Scotland's Forestry Strategy Implementation Plan
>>2020-20226;

» Forestry and Land Management (Scotland) Act 20187
» The Scottish Government (2011). Scottish Land Use Strategys;
e SEPA (2013): SEPA Guidance Notes WST-G-027 "Management of Forestry Waste";

¢ SEPA (2014): LUPS-GU27 "Use of Trees Cleared to Facilitate Development of
Afforested Land;

¢ Aberdeenshire Council Local Development Plan (2023)9; and

* Aberdeenshire Council Trees and Development Planning advice PA2023-20 (2023)1°

4.1.4 Consultation

Table 4.1.1 summarises the consultation responses received in relation to forestry and
provides information on where and/or how they have been addressed in this assessment.

¢ Additional details on the consultation responses can be found in Volume ER.B.2,
Chapter 5: Stakeholder Consultation.

3 Forestry Commission Scotland, 2009. The Scottish Government's Policy on Control of Woodland Removal, Edinburgh.
4 Forestry Commission, 2017. The UK Forestry Standard: The governments approach to sustainable forestry. Online. Available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uk-forestry-standard [accessed 26/04/2024]

5 The Scottish Government (Scottish Forestry) 2019. Scotland’s Forestry Strategy 2019-2029. Online. Available at: https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-
forestry-strategy-20192029/ [accessed 26/04/2024]
6 The Scottish Government (Scottish Forestry), 2020. Scotland's Forestry Strategy Implementation Plan 2020-2022. Online: Available at:

https://forestry.gov.scot/publications/793-scotland-s-forestry-strategy-implementation-plan-2020-2022 [accessed 26/04/2024]

7 Forestry and Land Management (Scotland) Act 2018. Available at https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2018/8/contents/enacted

8 The Scottish Government, 2021.Scottish Land Use Strategy: Land use - getting the best from our land: strategy 2021 to 2026. Online. Available at:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-third-land-use-strategy-2021-2026-getting-best-land/ [accessed 26/04/2024]°  Aberdeenshire Council. Local

Development Plan 2023 Online. Available at https://aberdeenshire https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/ldp-2023/ [accessed on
26/04/2024]

9 Aberdeenshire Council. Local Development Plan 2023 Online. Available at https://aberdeenshire https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-

policies/ldp-2023/ [accessed on 26/04/2024]
o Aberdeenshire Council Trees and Development 2023. Online. Available at http://publications.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/dataset/planning-
advice/resource/35f0db32-be65-47d4-a944-94ceac429edd [accessed on 26/04/2024]
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Table 4.1.1: Consultation Responses

telling 1s pretferred as this can result
in large amounts of waste material
and a peak in release of nutrients
which can affect local water quality.
If relevant, the submission must
include a map with the boundaries of
where felling will take place and a
description of what is proposed for
this timber in accordance with Use of
Trees Cleared to Facilitate
Development on Afforested Land —
Joint Guidance from SEPA, SNH and
FCs"

Consultee Date and Forum Issue Raised Response / Action Taken
Scottish 23 May 2024; Pre- | Topic Amenity - Waste Woodland removal has been a key
Environment | application Advice Management consideration during the site
Protection Forest removal and forest waste: selection process as described in
Agency . Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 3: Site
(SEPA) Any route that avoids large scale Selection and Consideration of

Alternatives. The selected
location of the OnSS and EBI
compound results in the
requirement for felling an area of
existing low quality forestry
however the site is considered
optimal in the context of other
environmental, technical and
commercial constraints,
particularly as it takes advantage
of the large existing areas of
coniferous woodland to the north
and south, which provide
considerable visual screening.

Details of felling that is expected
to take place is provided in
Section 4.1.7 of this document.
As noted in Section 4.1.9, as the
tree size is sufficient to meet
wood processing requirements it
is not anticipated that there will
be any forestry waste.

4.1.5 Assumptions and Limitations

As described, forests and woodlands are dynamic and are susceptible to natural influences

such as catastrophic windblow, infestation by pests and diseases as well as changes in

management or owners’ objectives.

Limited forest information has been made available by the forest owner or agents. The forest

areas have been digitally mapped from recent aerial imagery?!?*.

4.1.6

Forestry Study Area

Baseline Conditions

The Forestry Study Area is confined to the woodlands within the Site (Figure 4.1.1. Forestry
Study Area). A mainly conifer plantation with broadleaves and open ground.

The species are also illustrated in Figure 4.1.1. Forestry Study Area.

11 Google Earth Viewer. On line. Available at https:/earth.google.com/web [imagery from 27/06/2024]
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4.1.7

Desk Study

The Forestry Study Area contains a mainly coniferous plantation where part of the Proposed
Development would take place. According to Scottish Forestry Map Viewer!?, Lunderton
woodland, was approved for planting in 1994 under the Woodland Grant Scheme 2 (WGS 2).
The contract area was for 39.50 hectares (ha) within and outside the Site.

Land Information Search'® shows native woodland Native Woodland Survey of Scotland
(NWSS) as nearly native woodland.

Ancient Woodland Inventory (AWI) shows no results.
Field survey
Field survey was undertaken in March 2024.

The forestry walkover noted pole stage Sitka spruce (Picea sitchensis) which was mainly well
established with a few areas of poorer growth. Lodgepole pine (Pinus contorta) is present on
the east of the main conifer areas. Areas of well-established mixed broadleaves include alder
(Alnus glutinosa), sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) and willow (Salix spp.). Other areas of
open rides and rides with poorly established broadleaves make the balance of land
occupation. Table 4.1.2, below, shows the species by area.

Table 4.1.2: Species by area and percentage within the Site.

Species Area ha %
Sitka spruce 4.62 56.8
Lodgepole pine 0.33 4.1
Mixed broadleaves 0.66 8.1
Mixed broadleaves and open ground 2.53 31.1
Total 8.14 100.0

It is noted that the NWSS, nearly native woodland, is mainly planted Lodgepole pine and
planted alder.

Future Baseline in the Absence of the Proposed Development

The woodland would continue to be managed as a productive conifer forest with future felling
and restocking plans drawn up to meet the UK Forestry Standard (UKFS) and seek any felling
permission through Scottish Forestry (SF). SF is the Scottish Government agency responsible
for forestry policy, support and regulations.

The potential date for felling conifer species would possibly be in the range of 2030-2040.
Salamander Project Felling Plan

The areas of felling required to accommodate the Onshore Development are shown in Figure
4.1.2.

12 Scottish Forestry Map Viewer. On line. Available at https:/scottishforestry.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer [accessed on 26/04/2024]

13 Scottish Forestry Land Information Search. Available at https://forestry.gov.scot/support-requlations/land-information-search. Visited 09/05/2023
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4.1.8

4.1.9

Permanent felling is restricted to an area of up to 4.17 ha which would not be replanted as
the infrastructure associated with the Onshore Development would remain throughout the
lifecycle of the Salamander Project. This would represent a realistic worst case scenario (with
respect to forestry), where the Landfall will be located to the east of the Onshore Substation.

Table 4.1.3: Maximum Permanent Felling areas for the Proposed Development

Species Area ha %
Sitka spruce 2.26 54
Lodgepole pine 0.28 7
Mixed broadleaves 0.66 16
Woodland open ground 0.97 23
Total 4.17 100

The immature conifer crop will yield approximately 500 tonnes of small roundwood timber at
the time of construction.

Requirement For Compensatory Planting

As a result of the construction of the Proposed Development there would be a net loss of
woodland area. The area of woodland, including woodland open ground, within the study area
would decrease by up to 4.17 ha.

The Scottish Government’s Control of Woodland Removal Policy (CoWRP) and other relevant
guidance state that minimal woodland removal should be undertaken in order to facilitate
new development. The CoWRP advises that the Proposed Development falls into the category
of woodland removal with a need for compensatory planting.

Compensatory planting is calculated in accordance with Annex 5 of the Scottish Government’s
policy on control of woodland removal: implementation guidance February 20194
Accordingly, compensatory planting arrangements would be provided for up to 4.17 ha.

Compensatory planting arrangements for the total amount, which meet the UK Forestry
Standards, will be presented as a Compensatory Planting (CP) plan. The CP plan will include
the design of the CP, the species selection, site cultivation and planting programme in
conjunction with the Salamander Project Landscape Mitigation Strategy and a future
Landscape Management Plan (LMP). The CP plan will describe the protection methods and
subsequent maintenance to achieve the success of these woodland areas. This will be
prepared in consultation with SF for approval by the planning authority prior to construction.

Forestry Waste

The Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) guidance document WST-G-027 (V3),
"Management of Forestry Waste"!® highlights that all waste producers have a statutory duty

14 Scottish Government's policy on control of woodland removal: implementation guidance February 2019. Available at

https://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/images/corporate/pdf/Implementation-Guidance-Control-of-woodland-removal.pdf

15 SEPA, 2017. Guidance Document WST-G-027 (version 3): Management of Forestry Waste. Online. Available at:
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/28957/forestry waste_guidance note.pdf [accessed 21/03/2022]
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to adopt the waste hierarchy as per the Waste (Scotland) Regulations 2012¢, which amended
Section 34 of the Environmental Protection Act (EPA) 1990 (duty of care) (UK Government,
1990). Further guidance is contained within SEPA Guidance Notes WST-G-027 “Management
of Forestry Waste”®> and SEPA (2014): LUPS-GU27 “Use of Trees Cleared to Facilitate
Development of Afforested Land.

A hierarchy of uses for forestry materials is proposed, derived from the waste hierarchy
contained within the Regulations, summarised as follows:

* prevention via the production of timber products and associated materials for use in
timber and other markets;

» the re-use of materials on site for a valid purpose, where such a use exists e.g. road
construction;

» there is no valid re-cycling use for forestry residues;

« other recovery via collection and use as biomass for energy recovery or other
markets, where not included above; and

« where no valid on or off-site use can be found for the material, disposal would be in a
way that is considered to deliver the best overall environmental outcome.

As the tree size is sufficient to meet wood processing requirements it is not anticipated that
there will be any forestry waste.

4.1.10 Forest Management Practices

Crop Clearance

Tree crop clearance would be carried out by competent forestry specialists adhering to the
safety and environmental guidelines current at the time.

Deer Control

As Roe Deer are likely to be on-site, deer control would be undertaken where necessary by
the forest owners/managers own arrangements. Should tree damage occur by the deer on-
site, they would be culled to where tree damage is at an acceptable level to produce a future
timber crop and to maintain and enhance the biodiversity within the forest holdings. Guidance
provided by Scottish Natural Heritage Code of Practice on Deer Management!” and as updated
would be followed.

Standards and Guidance

All forestry operations would be conducted in accordance with current good practice
guidelines. This would include, but is not limited to:

« The UK Forestry Standard and the supporting guidelines

o Forests and Biodiversity.
o0 Forests and Climate Change.
o Forests and Historic Environment.

o Forests and Landscape.

16 UK Government. The Waste (Scotland) Regulations 2012. Online. Available at: The Waste (Scotland) Regulations 2012 (legislation.gov.uk) [accessed
21/03/2022]
17 Scottish Natural Heritage Code of Practice on Deer Management. Available at https://www.nature.scot/doc/code-practice-deer-management-leaflet
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o Forests and People.
o Forests and Soil.

o Forests and Water

e Scottish Natural Heritage Code of Practice on Deer Management
4.1.11 Summary

The total wooded area impacted by the Proposed Development is contained within privately
owned, mainly conifer, plantation which extends to a maximum of 4.17 ha of 39.50 ha
net planted area of Lunderton woodland.

Other woodland areas are not impacted by the Proposed Development.

Removal of up to 4.17 ha is required for the construction and operation of the
Proposed Development. This area of permanent woodland loss, including woodland open
ground, is the calculated area to be taken forward for compensatory planting complying
with the Scottish Government’s Control of Woodland Removal Policy.

The Applicant is committed to providing appropriate compensatory planting equivalent to
the area felled, at a minimum. The exact location, the extent and design which shall meet
UKFS guidance, and a detailed Planting Plan shall be prepared in consultation with SF and
approved by the planning authority prior to construction.
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Appendix A Further Consultation

Response to Scottish Forestry's representation on the Salamander Offshore Wind Farm onshore
planning application (APP/2024/1410) dated 09 January 2025. This communication provides an
update to the information in the Forestry Appraisal and should be read in conjunction with it.
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John Mackie
Operations Manager
Scottish Forestry
Grampian Conservancy
(by email only)

9" January 2025

Salamander Offshore Wind Farm

Our ref. 09152025

Response to Scottish Forestry representation to the Salamander
Offshore Wind Farm onshore application (APP/2024/1410)

Dear Mr Mackie,

Thank you for your comments you submitted on 27" November to Stephanie McMillan relating to the
Salamander Offshore Wind Farm’s onshore application (APP/2024/1410).

Scottish Forestry have advised that the proposed felling of 4.17ha of mainly commercial woodland should
only be approved on condition that a clear, concise and time-limited felling and replanting plan is in place.
You do not consider that sufficient information has been provided within our application to permit
granting of approval. This response aims to provide you with sufficient information to enable your support
for the application.

The planning permission in principle application includes Volume ER.B.4, Annex 4.1 Forestry Appraisal,
which states that the maximum permanent felling area will be 4.17ha:

Species Area ha %
Sitka spruce 2.26 54
Lodgepole pine 0.28 7
Mixed broadleaves 0.66 16
Woodland open ground 0.97 23
Total 4.17 100

Figure 1 Maximum Permanent Felling areas for the Proposed Development (Volume ER.B.4, Annex 4.1 Forestry Appraisal)

This is aworst case and so deemed a suitable baseline against which to consider mitigation and replanting.
Furthermore, on re-examination of the GIS mapping it has become apparent that one parcel of Sitka
spruce (of 0.254ha) within the Onshore Substation (OnSS) and Electrical Balancing Infrastructure (EBI)
compound had been double counted, so the revised maximum worst case felling area is reduced to
3.91ha.

Registered Address: Salamander Wind Project Company Ltd.
2nd Floor 2 Lochrin Square, 96 Fountainbridge, Edinburgh, Scotland, EH3 9QA
Company Number: SC662940
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NPF14 Policy 6 (c) advises that development involving woodland removal will only be supported where
they will achieve significant and clearly defined additional public benefits in accordance with Scottish
Government policy on woodland removal. Where woodland is removed, compensatory planting will most
likely be expected to be delivered.

Detailed Replanting Plan

The planning in principle application states that a total of up to 4.17ha will be replanted. As stated above
this should be revised to 3.91ha and is also the maximum that might be needed to be compensated for;
once detailed design has been completed the area of trees felled, and subsequently the area that requires
replanting, may be less than this. An indicative landscape strategy was provided as part of the application
(shown below).
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The indicative landscape strategy identifies 1.3ha of new broadleaf woodland (along with 1ha of species
rich grassland, 0.22ha of hedgerow, and reinstatement of neutral grassland with scattered trees). Not
including the scattered tree planting that leaves a net loss of 2.87ha woodland from felling.

As the majority of the trees felled will be from the non-native Sitka spruce plantation and the proposed
compensatory tree planting will be native broadleaf, the Salamander Project considers that the increase
in biodiversity value will be significant.

The land to the east of the OnSS and EBI compound (identified in the indicative landscaping strategy
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(Figure 2 above) as ‘Reinstatement of neutral grassland with scattered trees’) is the Salamander Project’s
preferred location for the temporary landfall compound; land that would be reinstated once construction
works have finished. The area is classed as ‘Assumed Woodland’ within the National Forest Inventory
Scotland 2023, however the trees in this area are sparse as shown in red from the aerial photos below.

Legend

OnSS / EBI compound
felling (permanent
infrastructure)

Area for replanting new
broadleaf woodland

Area for replanting
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Figure 3 Proposed site for
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Figure 4 Proposed area for re-pic 0
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The replanting in this area (shown red in Figures 3 and 4 above) has not been included in the total area
proposed for compensatory planting (1.3ha). It is expected that with cultivation and application of
fertilizer, the Salamander Project will be able to re-plant this area fully, i.e. not just reinstatement of the
neutral grassland with scattered trees that was proposed in the indicative landscape strategy submitted
with the application, but with significantly more native trees than are growing there currently. This area,
including an additional area of ground to the north up to the Cuttie Burn (as shown in orange in Figure 5
below), amounts to approximately 3.3ha, and on this basis, we ask that this area be considered as part of
the compensatory planting for the Onshore Development.

Legend
OnSS / EBI compound

felling (permanent
infrastructure)

Area for replanting new
broadleaf woodland (~1.3)

Area for replanting new
native trees (broadleaf
and/or conifers) (~2.3ha)

Figure 5 Extended area proposed for e-p anting

Whilst there will need to be an unplanted corridor through the Development Area where the onshore
export cables will have been laid, this will be limited to 30 m wide or less. Therefore, the extended area
proposed for re-planting, along with the 1.3ha identified in the landscape strategy at application, can
accommodate the required compensatory planting of up to 3.91ha.

Should it not be possible for any reason to fully plant the areas identified to the east of the OnSS/EBI
compound (red and orange) then the Salamander Project commits to identifying a location for off-site
tree planting as this will be the only practicable alternative option. This can be achieved by collaborating
with another development that is also undertaking compensatory planting or contributing to a fund prior
to any tree felling taking place that would contribute towards a replanting scheme managed by either
Scottish Forestry or Woodland Trust Scotland.

Summary

« Maximum permanent felling area for the Proposed Development will be revised to 3.91ha.

* Proposed compensatory planting is 1.3ha of native woodland with higher biodiversity than
commercial plantation.

» The area to the east of the OnSS and EBI is approximately 3.3ha. Combined with the 1.3ha of the
compensatory native woodland this would be a total of approximately 4.6ha.

*  Once the detailed design of the OnSS/EBI compounds is complete, concise assessment of actual
tree loss and associated replanting requirements will be made.

*  The Salamander Project would look to fertilize and replant an area reflective of the area of trees
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actually felled, which will be confirmed at the detailed design stage.

e A detailed compensatory planting plan will be submitted for consultation and approval by
Scottish Forestry and Aberdeenshire Council prior to any tree felling.

e If further land is required, the Salamander Project would look off-site and investigate other on-
going forestry planting projects which Salamander can collaborate with.

« The Salamander Project confirms acceptance of Scottish Forestry’s request for conditions in
relation to the ongoing monitoring of the Compensatory Planting to ensure the areas planted
establish into woodland.

We trust this proposal provides assurance to the Council, stakeholders, consultees and the public that the
aims of policy will be met, and the level of detail required by Scottish Forestry as per your previous
comments to Aberdeenshire Council on 27" November, whilst maintaining a degree of flexibility
necessary at this early stage of the Salamander Project, in line with our application for Planning in
Principle.

Request of Scottish Forestry

In order to progress the current Planning in Principle application, we propose the submission and approval
of the Detailed Compensatory Planting Plan be made a suspensive planning condition that would meet
planning condition tests, and the condition could specify that the location of tree planting generally be
local to the site where practicable, preferably within Aberdeenshire but always within Scotland.

If this proposal is agreeable to Scottish Forestry, we kindly request that your agreement and associated
support is notified to Aberdeenshire Council in addition to your consultation response as soon as possible.

Yours sincerely

Jennifer Brack
Consents Manager
Salamander Offshore Wind Farm
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