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Glossary

Term

Definition

Applicant

Salamander Wind Project Company Ltd. (SWPC), a joint venture between @rsted,
Simply Blue Group, and Subsea?.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

A statutory process by which certain planned projects must be assessed before a
formal decision to proceed can be made. It involves the collection and
consideration of environmental information, which fulfils the assessment
requirements of the EIA Regulations, including the publication of an

Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR).

Environmental Impact Assessment Report

(EIAR)

A document reporting the findings of the EIA and produced in accordance with

the EIA Regulations.

Impact

An impact is considered to be the change to the baseline as a result of an activity
or event related to the Salamander Offshore Wind Farm Impacts can be both
adverse or beneficial impacts on the environment and be either temporary or

permanent.

Landfall

The generic term applied to the entire landfall corridor between Mean Low
Water Spring (MLWS) tide and the Transition Joint Bay (TJB) inclusive of all
construction works, including the offshore and onshore Export Cable Corridor,
and landfall compound, where the offshore cables come ashore north of

Peterhead.

Offshore Array Area

The offshore area within which the wind turbine generators, foundations,
mooring lines and anchors, and inter-array cables and associated infrastructure

will be located.

Offshore Development

The entire Offshore Development, including all offshore components of the
Project (Wind Turbine Generators, Inter-array Cables and Offshore Export
Cable(s), floating substructures, mooring lines and anchors, and all other
associated offshore infrastructure) required across all Project phases from

development to decommissioning, for which the Applicant is seeking consent.

Onshore Development

The entire Onshore Development, including Construction Compounds at the
Landfall, temporary working areas, Onshore Export Cables, Transition Joint Bay,
Joint Bays, Onshore Substation and Energy Balancing Infrastructure, Construction
Compounds, any associated landscaping (if required) and access (and all other
associated infrastructure) across all Project phases from development to

decommissioning, for which the Applicant is seeking consent.

RP.B.3.1 Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 1

Page vi



Salamander Offshore Wind Farm Onshore Pre-application

Consultation Report
August 2024

e SALAMANDER | Smavacs G ™
. |

Term

Definition

Onshore Development Area

The total area comprising the Landfall, Onshore Export Cable Corridor, and

Onshore Substation, EBI and associated infrastructure.

PAC Report

Pre-application Consultation Report, which summarises all engagement and

consultation undertaken with stakeholders and the general public.

Salamander Project

The proposed Salamander Offshore Wind Farm. The term covers all elements of

both the offshore and onshore aspects of the project.

Scoping

An early part of the EIA process by which the key potential significant impacts of
the project are identified, and methodologies identified for how these should be
assessed. This process gives the relevant authorities and key consultees
opportunity to comment and define the full extent of the final EIA — which can

also then be tailored through the consultation process.

Acronyms

Term Definition

ASCO Aberdeen Service Company

BEIS Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (now Department of Energy
Security and Net Zero (DESNZ))

BIFA Buchan Inshore Fisherman's Association

CES Crown Estate Scotland

CNSE Central North Sea Electrification

DESNZ Department of Energy Security and Net Zero (formerly BEIS)

EBI Energy Balancing Infrastructure

ECU Energy Consents Unit

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report

ERM Environmental Resources Management
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Term Definition

GW Gigawatts

1Y Joint Venture

LVIA Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment

MCA Maritime and Coastguard Agency

MHWS Mean High-Water Springs

MoD Ministry of Defence

MD-LOT Marine Directorate- Licensing Operations Team (Formerly MS -LOT)

MwW Megawatts

MPPs Marine Planning Partnerships

NATS National Air Traffic Services

NBL Northern Lighthouse Board

NESCol North East Scotland College

NGN Northern Gas Networks

nm Nautical miles

NPF National Planning Framework

NS NatureScot (formerly Scottish Natural Heritage — SNH)

PAC Pre-Application Consultation

PoAN Proposal of Application Notice

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds Scotland

SBES Simply Blue Energy (Scotland) Ltd

SDGs Sustainable Development Goals

SEP Stakeholder Engagement Plan

SEPA Scottish Environment Protection Agency
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Term Definition

SFF Scottish Fishermen’s Federation

SPP Scottish Planning Policy

STEM Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics

SWFPA Scottish White Fish Producers Association

SWPC Salamander Wind Project Company Ltd. (formerly called Simply Blue Energy
(Scotland) Ltd)

UK United Kingdom

UN United Nations
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1111

1.1.1.2

1.1.13

1.1.1.4

1.2

1211

1.2.1.2

1.2.13

Introduction
Project Overview

This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report has been prepared by Environmental Resources
Management (ERM) on behalf of Salamander Wind Project Company Ltd. (SWPC), (the ‘Applicant’). ERM has
been commissioned to undertake an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the Salamander Offshore
Wind Farm (hereafter called the ‘Salamander Project’). It forms part of the planning application for the
Salamander Offshore Wind Farm (the ‘Proposed Development’), which will demonstrate the offshore wind
capabilities of the North Sea through the installation of a floating wind farm approximately 35 kilometres
(km) off the coast of Peterhead with an installed capacity of up to 100 Megawatts (MW). It will assist in
facilitating the move towards the net zero targets set out in the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 and the
Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act 2019.

It will also contribute to the United Kingdom (UK) Government’s British Energy Security Strategy of
developing 50 Gigawatts (GW) of operational floating offshore wind power by 2030, and the Scottish
Government’s ambition within the Draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan for deployment of up to
11 GW installed offshore wind capacity by 2030.

This will maximise the financial benefit of offshore wind power capabilities in Scotland and generate long
term job opportunities for local communities. The Salamander Project will be supported by a UK grid
connection to maximise the benefits of this offshore wind resource.

This PAC Report presents the stakeholder engagement and consultation undertaken, as required by Scottish
Town and Country Planning Act, for the Onshore planning application. An initial PAC Report was issued for
the Offshore marine application in April 2024, to show how the consultation undertaken has met the Scottish
Marine legislation and requirements.

The Applicant

The Applicant, SWPC, is a joint venture (JV) partnership between @rsted, Simply Blue Group and Subsea7, is
proposing the development of the Salamander Project.

Globally, @rsted is the market leader in offshore wind and it is constructing the world’s biggest offshore wind
farms off the East Coast of the UK. It’s UK offshore wind farms generate enough clean electricity for seven
million UK homes. @rsted ranks as the number one energy company in Corporate Knights’ 2022 index of the
Global 100 most sustainable corporations in the world. Headquartered in Denmark, @rsted employs 6,500
people, including over 1,100 in the UK. The @rsted vision is a world that runs entirely on green energy. @rsted
develops, constructs, and operates offshore and onshore wind farms, solar farms, energy storage facilities,
and bioenergy plants, and provides energy products to its customers.

Simply Blue Group, headquartered in Cork, Ireland, is a leading blue economy developer focused on
replacing fossil fuels with clean ocean energy. It develops pioneering blue economy projects — floating
offshore wind, e-Fuels, wave energy, and low-impact aquaculture — all in harmony with the oceans. The
company has a pipeline of over 10 GW of floating offshore wind projects across the globe. Simply Blue Group
is committed to creating new economic opportunities for coastal communities, and developing projects that
co-exist with sustainable fisheries and marine conservation. With a passionate team of over 100 people,
Simply Blue Group have offices in Cork, Dublin, Belfast, Edinburgh, Pembroke, Newquay, Bilbao and Halifax.
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1.2.2

1221

1.2.2.2

1.2.23

1224

1.2.25

1.2.2.6

Subsea7 is a north-east based global leader in the delivery of offshore projects and services for the evolving
energy industry. Subsea7 creates sustainable value by being the industry’s partner and employer of choice
in delivering the efficient offshore solutions the world needs.

The Proposed Development

The Applicant will combine the knowledge of the Joint Venture (JV) partnership and their experience in
offshore wind energy to provide an opportunity for the local supply chain to scale-up in preparation for the
commercial, GW scale opportunities in Scotland resulting from the ScotWind process. Further information
on the Onshore Development is provided in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 4: Project Description.

The Salamander Project will consist of offshore and onshore infrastructure, including an offshore generating
station (wind farm), export cables to landfall, and connection to the electricity transmission network. This
document is the Onshore PAC Report, which will be submitted with the Planning Application and Onshore
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR), and relates to the Onshore Development Area. A separate
Offshore PAC Report and EIAR for the offshore components was submitted in April 2024 as part of the
Marine License Application for the Offshore Development Area.

Further information on the Proposed Development is included in Volume B2, Chapter 4: Project Description.

At Landfall, the offshore export cable(s) will be joined to onshore export cables at the TJB(s) which will be
located above MHWS. The main onshore components will include:

® TJB(s) to join the offshore and onshore cables;
®  Onshore export cables buried in up to two trenches (if required) ;

®  Onshore Substation (OnSS) and Energy Balancing Infrastructure (EBI) compounds and associated
infrastructure;

®  Grid connection works; and
® An access road to the OnSS and EBI.

The Salamander Project will include EBI alongside the OnSS to provide services to the whole energy system,
which may include importing, storing and exporting energy to meet grid needs, improving grid stability and
reliability, or providing additional services such as system monitoring and computing.

Figure 1-1 and shows the boundaries related to the Onshore EIAR.
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1.3 Purpose of this Report

1.3.1.1 The PAC Report shows how the applicant has both informed and engaged key stakeholders and the local
community. It summarises feedback received and how these comments have informed the design of the
Salamander Project (the Proposed Development).

1.3.1.2 This document describes the process, events and findings from the consultation and engagement
programme carried out alongside the EIA process.

1.3.1.3 The consultation and engagement programme has been delivered by the Applicant, and ERM has prepared
this PAC Report.

1.3.1.4 The following chapters include the engagement set out, and the feedback received from stakeholders and
the wider community and concludes with next steps for the Salamander Project. The Appendices in this
report contain a record of all publicity and consultation materials available throughout the consultation and
engagement process, as well as copies of key stakeholder responses received.

14 Engagement Programme

1.4.1.1  Figure 1-2 outlines the engagement undertaken during the pre-application stage of the Salamander Project,

up until application submission.

Phase 1: Pre-Scoping

(2020 - 2022)

oFirst engagement with
statutory and non-
statutory stakeholders to
discuss project
introduction and site
selection.

eConsultation on offshore
aerial bird/marine
mammal surveys and
benthic ecology surveys
(prior to surveys
commencing)

eEstablish contact points
and build relationships
with key stakeholders.

Phase 2: Scoping & First
Round PAC

(late 2022 — mid 2023)

eEngagement with
technical and statutory
stakeholders to inform
baseline and scoping
stage. Briefing packs
distributed to frame
discussion in technical
scoping workshops.

eFormal Scoping Opinion
sought in February 2023.

eFirst round PAC events
during June - July 2023 to
present the proposals,
and gather feedback
from stakeholders and
the wider community.

¢ Formal Scoping Opinion
received June 2023

Phase 3: EIA & Second

Round PAC (Q3 2023 - Q2
2024)

*Ongoing engagement
with statutory and non-
statutory stakeholders to
inform evolving
assessment.

eSecond round PAC on the
location of the onshore
infrastructure, offshore
elements and access to
the substation, held in
November - December
2023

eSecond round PAC to
gather feedback and
incorporate into the
proposals where
relevant.

eReview of consultation
carried out in pre-
application stage and any
further targeted
engagement with
stakeholders (if needed).

Figure 1-2 Engagement Phasing

Phase 4: Onshore
Consultation (Q2 2024-
Q3 2024)

eThird round PAC on the
onshore components,
held in May 2024.

eResponses to feedback
from previous PAC
provided to key
stakeholders and
community.

eFinal comments from
stakeholders and
community collated.

eFinalise PAC Report for
planning application
submission.
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2.1

2.1.11

2.1.2

2.1.21

2.1.2.2

2.2

2211

2.2.1.2

Legislative Context and Relevant Guidance
Scottish Onshore Policy and Guidance

The below described the relevant policy and guidance related to the engagement consultation requirements
for the onshore application. For more information on wider onshore planning policy, please refer to Volume
ER.B.2, Chapter 2: Legislative Context and Regulatory Requirements of the onshore EIAR.

National Planning Framework 4

The Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 came into force on 25 July 2019, and taking this into account, the draft
fourth National Planning Framework (NPF4) was published in November 2021. Following extensive
engagement, collaboration and consultation, the revised draft NPF4 was published in November 2022 for
approval from Scottish Ministers. Scottish Ministers voted in favour of NPF4 on 11 January 2023 and from 13
February 2023 supersedes NPF3 and SPP. NPF4 outlines a national spatial strategy for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, to adapt to future impacts of climate change and to align with the delivery of
United Nations (UN) Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) up until 2045.

NPF4 identifies northeast Scotland as an area that will play a crucial role in achieving a just transition to net
zero, through the development of Strategic Renewable Electricity Generation and Transmission
Infrastructure (including onshore and offshore electricity generation from renewables developments >50
MW capacity), which are classed as National Developments that should be prioritised to achieve this goal.

Scottish Pre-application Consultation Requirements

The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 outline
the pre-application requirements for planning applications in Scotland. The amendment made to the 2013
Regulations, as outlined in The Town and Country Planning (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland)
Amendment Regulations 2021, which add further requirements to those outlines in the 2013 Regulations.
The Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 is also considered. The requirements are outlined below
in Table 2-1.

The Scottish Government strongly encourages improved open and positive working relationships with
stakeholders from an early stage in the planning process. Discussions at the pre application stage with
stakeholders and the community will add value and contribute to the start of the development management
procedure.

Table 2.1 Pre-Application Consultation requirements under The Town and Country Planning (Development

Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013

Requirement Action Taken

Part 2 (pre-application consultation) Regulation 6 (Content of proposal of application notice) of 2013 Regulations

(1) A proposal of application notice must, in addition to those | The PoOAN was submitted to Aberdeenshire Council on 15 May

matters required by section 35B(4) of the Act, also contain an | 2023. This has met the requirements as set out in Regulation 6 of

account of what consultation the applicant intends to | the 2013 Regulations, and the requirements of the Act 1997 under

undertake, when such consultation is to take place, with whom | Regulation 35B. The PoAN can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 2:

and what form it will take. Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 2, Appendix B.

The Act 1997, Regulation 35B(4)
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Requirement Action Taken

(4) A proposal of application notice is to be in such form, and have
such content, as may be prescribed but must in any event contain—
a) adescription in general terms of the development to be
carried out,
b)  if the site at which the development is to be carried out
has a postal address, that address,
c¢) a plan showing the outline of the site at which the
development is to be carried out and sufficient to
identify that site, and
d) details as to how the prospective applicant may be

contacted and corresponded with.

Amendment Regulations 2021

In regulation 6 (content of proposal of application notice) after

“undertake,” insert “including information as to”.

Part 2 (pre-application consultation) Regulation 7 (pre-application consultation) of 2013 Regulations

(1) Consult with every community council within or adjoins to land | A copy of the POAN was given to Aberdeenshire Council on 15
where the Proposed Development is situated, and give a copy | May 2023. Six neighbouring community councils also received a
of the Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) to the community | copy of the PoAN on 16 May 2023, including Buchan East,
council, and bordering community councils. Invercain, Rathen, Memsie and Cortes, Strichen & District,

Peterhead.

Representatives from Peterhead Community Council and Buchan
East Community Council attended the first round of PAC events
(Scoping phase) in June 2023 in Peterhead and Crimond,

respectively.

Two representatives from Cruden Bay Community Council
attended the second round PAC events (EIAR phase) in Peterhead
in November 2023.

The Salamander Project team met with Cruden Bay Community
Council in February 2024 to present an introduction, field

discussion and answer questions from members.

Three representatives from Community Councils attended the

third round PAC event in May 2024.

(2) The prospective applicant is to— Pre-Application Consultation events were held over three phases

(detailed in Chapters 6— 8 of this report). Round one was held in

RP.B.3.1 Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 1 Page 6/54
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Requirement

Action Taken

(a) hold at least one public event where members of the public
may make comments to the prospective applicant as

regards the proposed development.

(b) Publish in a local newspaper circulating in the locality a notice

containing:
i A description and location of the Proposed
Development.
ji. Details where to find further information on the
Proposed Development
jii. Date and place of public event
iv. Statement explaining how people can make comments
to the applicant
V. A statement that comments are not representations to

the planning authority, and that if the applicant submits
an application, there will be a future opportunity to
make representations on the application direct to the

planning authority

Amendment Regulations 2021

In regulation 7 (pre-application consultation)(4)—

a) in paragraph (2)(a) for “one public event” substitute “two
public events”,

b) for paragraph (2)(b) substitute—

“(b)publish in a local newspaper circulating in the locality in
which the proposed development is situated—
i. a notice in respect of the first public event containing the
information specified in paragraph (2A), and
ji. a further notice in respect of the final public event
containing the information specified in sub-paragraphs

(a) to (c) and (e) of paragraph (2A).”,

c) after paragraph (2) insert—

“(2A) The information is—
a) a description of, and the location of, the proposed
development,
b)  details as to how (including by what electronic means)
further information may be obtained concerning the
proposed development,

c) the date and place of the public event,

June 2023, round two was held in November 2023.A third round
for the Onshore EIAR specifically was then held in May 2024.

Phase 2 (Chapter 5 of this report) was the first round of PAC events
for the Salamander Project, which includes consultation with
interested stakeholders and members of the public being notified
of the public consultation, and invited to provide comments. This
was possible both at the in-person events in June 2023, as well as
online via the consultation platform. Feedback was sought by 7t
July 2023. The local newspaper notice was published in The Press
and Journal on Wednesday 26 April 2023. The notice fulfilled all
these requirements by providing enough time between the notice
and the in-person events, and included all required details as per
Regulation 7 (2b), and can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 2: Pre-
Application Consultation Report — Part 2, Appendix C.

Phase 3 (Chapter 6 of this report) was the second round of PAC
events for Salamander Project, which included those mentioned in
Reg 6(2), interested stakeholders and members of the public being
notified of the public consultation, and invited to provide
comments. This was possible both at in-person events in
November — December 2023, as well as online via the consultation
platform. Feedback was sought by 10 December 2023. The local
newspaper notice was published in The Press and Journal on
Tuesday 3 October 2023. The notice fulfilled all these
requirements by providing enough time between the notice and in-
person events, events, and included all required details as per
Regulation 7 (2b), and can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 3: Pre-

Application Consultation Report — Part 3, Appendix F

Phase 4 (Chapter 7 of this report) was the third round of PAC events
for the Salamander Project, which included statutory stakeholders,
interested stakeholders and members of the public being notified
of the public consultation, and invited to provide feedback. This
was possible both at the in-person event in May 2024, or via email.
The local newspaper notice was published in The Press and Journal
on 15 April 2024. The notice fulfilled all these requirements,
events, and included all required details as per Regulation 7 (2b),
and can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 5: Pre-Application

Consultation Report — Part 5, Appendix I.

The minimum requirements for two public events have been met
(3 separate rounds of PAC has been completed), and each of these

have met the required notice period requirements.

RP.B.3.1 Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 1
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Requirement

Action Taken

d) a statement explaining how, and by when, persons
wishing to make comments to the prospective applicant
relating to the proposal may do so, and

e) a statement that comments made to the prospective
applicant are not representations to the planning
authority and if the prospective applicant submits an
application there will be an opportunity to make
representations on that application to the planning

authority.”,

(3)

Ame

d)

e)

A public event held by the prospective applicant in accordance
with paragraph (2)(a) is not to be held earlier than 7 days after
notification of the date and place of such event is given under

paragraph (2)(b)(iii).

ndment Regulations 2021 (pre-application consultation)
in paragraph (3) for “such event is given under paragraph
(2)(b)(iii)” substitute—

“the public event is given under paragraph (2)(b)(i) or (ii), as
the case may be, and the final public event must be held at

least 14 days after the first public event.”,

after paragraph (3) insert—

“(4) The prospective applicant must at the final public event
provide feedback to members of the public in respect of

comments received by the prospective applicant as regards

The requirements of Regulation 7 (3) has been met, as the three
phases of consultation were held more than 14 days apart (Phase

2 —June 2023, Phase 3 — December 2023, Phase 4 — May 2024).

The third round PAC also met the requirements as per the
Amendments Regulations 2021, which require the final PAC event
to provide feedback to members of the public in respect to their
previously received comments, in this case, those comments
received in Phase 2 and 3 PAC. How this requirement was met can
be seen on the Phase 4 PAC Event Exhibition Boards in Volume
RP.B.3, Part 6: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 6,
Appendix K.

the proposed development.”.

2.2.2

2221

Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan

Following an extensive period of consultation, including the publication of a Main Issues Report and a
Proposed Local Development Plan, Aberdeenshire Council adopted the Aberdeenshire Local
Development Plan 2023 on 13 January 2023. There are particular opportunities in the ‘Energetica’
corridor from Aberdeen northwards towards Peterhead, where a key hub for energy
infrastructure and related development is envisaged. There will be benefits to taking a coordinated
approach to planning for this and related development in the wider Peterhead area. The Programme
is designed and will result in the transformation of the Energetica area into a high-quality lifestyle,
leisure and, ultimately, a global business location showcasing the latest energy and low carbon
technology.
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3.1

3.1.11

3.2

3.2.1.1

33

3.3.1.1

3.3.1.2

3.3.13

33.1.4

Engagement and Consultation Plan
Engagement Approach and Methodology

The Salamander Project Team aimed to meet regulatory requirements, best practice, and deliver a “beyond
compliance” approach, which included:

® A hybrid approach to engagement and consultation with online and in-person presence, to
maximise accessibility and facilitate stakeholder feedback from inception to operation;

® A detailed programme of engagement with the breadth of technical stakeholders (beyond
statutory) to allow for early visibility and ongoing inputs and establishing a shared platform for
dissemination of information;

® Three stages of public consultation on the onshore application (the first two stages were
combined with the offshore pre-application consultation);

® PAC Report and statement demonstrating how feedback has informed the Salamander Project;
® Continuing liaison with stakeholders through online and direct engagement.
Stakeholder Mapping

Stakeholders are mapped and reviewed on a regular basis through a Quarterly Deep Dive exercise. This
exercise includes Work Package leaders across the project, including Consents. Stakeholders are reviewed
for their status and level of criticality relative to current project activities. 'SMART' (specific, measurable,
achievable, relevant, and time-bound) objectives are set for each stakeholder according to project need. The
Stakeholder List is included in Volume RP.B.3, Part 2: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 2,
Appendix A.

Consultation Area

Figure 3-1 shows the Consultation Area used for the first two rounds of PAC events in 2023. Outreach was
targeted at Crimond and Peterhead, as the most populated settlements close to the Proposed Development
site. Peterhead is the nearest urban centre to the Onshore Development Area, and Crimond is in close
proximity to the Onshore Development Area and grid connection point. At the recommendation of
Aberdeenshire Council's Buchan Area Committee, in-person events were held across two days in both of
these locations in the first two rounds of consultation, and just in Peterhead for the final round of PAC. Also
based on a recommendation by the Committee, posters were put up across a range of public locations in
advance of each event, notifying the community of the events taking place as part of the pre-application
consultation.

Posters for the first PAC events were mounted on 23 May 2023, two weeks in advance of the events, and
can be found in Volume RP.B.3: Part 2: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 2, Appendix C.

Posters for the second PAC events were mounted on 16 November 2023, just under one week in advance
of the events, and can be found in Volume RP.B.3, Part 3: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 3,
Appendix F.

Posters for the third PAC events were mounted on 21 May 2024, 8 days ahead of the in-person PAC event,
and can be found in Volume RP.B.3, Part 5: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 5, Appendix I.
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4 Phase 1: Pre-scoping
4.1 Overview

4.1.1.1 Thefirst phase in the engagement programme (2020 - 2022) aimed to deliver introductory engagement with
councils and other key stakeholders to introduce the Salamander Project, build relationships, inform the site
selection process, understand initial concerns, and seek recommendations on further engagement activity
and the EIA process. This phase did not include any public consultation. Details on early engagement with
stakeholders can be found in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 3: Site Selection and Consideration of Alternatives
and Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 5: Stakeholder Consultation.

4.2 Stakeholder Meetings and Consultation

4.2.1.1 This phase of engagement involved contacting key stakeholders to refine the site selection and get input
into early surveys (offshore ornithology and marine mammals aerial surveys, and geophysical and
environmental benthic surveys).

4.2.1.2 The Applicant invited several stakeholders to attend the early-stage informal discussions, which took place
between 2 to 8 July 2020 through video conference utilising Microsoft Teams. The aims for this phase of
engagement were to:

®  Make the consultees aware of the plans with regards to the Salamander Project;

® Gain the views of the stakeholders to feed into the offshore site selection process for the
Offshore Array Area; and

® Discuss the onshore and offshore environmental consenting process for the Salamander Project.
4.2.1.3 The stakeholders engaged during this stage included:

® NatureScot;

Scottish Government — Marine Directorate, Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT);
® Royal Society for the Protection of Birds Scotland (RSPB);

® Scottish Fishermen’s Federation (SFF);

® Scottish White Fish Producers Association (SWFPA); and

® Crown Estate Scotland (CES).

4.2.1.4 Survey design workshops were held with a number of relevant stakeholders for ornithology and marine
mammals in August and October 2020, with discussion on benthic surveys in December 2021.

4.2.1.5 Further detail of site selection is detailed in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 3: Site Selection and Consideration of
Alternatives of the Onshore EIAR, and related meetings with key stakeholders can be found in the onshore
EIA Report, summarised in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 5: Stakeholder Consultation, and detailed further in the
Volume ER.B.3, Chapters 7 — 18.

4.3 Outreach and Communications
4.3.1 Project Website

4.3.1.1 The Salamander Project website was launched on 24 August 2020, and information was progressively added
over time. The website URL is: https://salamanderfloatingwind.com/

RP.B.3.1 Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 1 Page 11/54
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5 Phase 2: Scoping and First Round PAC
5.1 Overview

5.1.1.1 The second phase of engagement (Q4 2022 — Q3 2023) included ongoing consultation with key stakeholders,
as well as holding the first round of PAC events. This used a virtual consultation room which could be viewed
from 5 June until 2 July 2023, and in-person drop-in events. Feedback forms were available via the virtual
consultation room and at the in-person events. The first round of PAC events sought feedback from
stakeholders and the wider community on the onshore and offshore proposals.

5.2 Stakeholder Meetings

5.2.1.1 The scoping workshops, held in November 2022, informed the Scoping Report and associated consultation.
These stakeholder meetings included discussion on a range of topic areas, as shown in Section 5.2.1.2.
Tailored briefing packs were sent to stakeholders in preparation of the scoping workshops (at least two
weeks ahead of the workshops), in order to provide context, guide discussion and identify where feedback
was needed. During the workshops, presentations and guided discussion were held to collate feedback from
participating stakeholders.

5.2.1.2  Topics of these workshops included:
® Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA), and Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage;
® Terrestrial Ornithology, Ecology and Onshore Geology, Hydrology; and
® Benthic and Fish Ecology
®  Marine Ornithology
®  Marine Mammals
®  Marine Physical Processes
® Navigational risk assessment and EIA methodologies.
5.2.1.3  Stakeholders engaged with during this phase included:
® Aberdeenshire Council;
® Scottish Government — Marine Directorate, Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT);
® NatureScot;
® Marine Scotland Science;
® Royal Society for the Protection of Birds Scotland (RSPB) (invited, could not attend);
® Crown Estate Scotland (CES);
® Historic Environment England (HES) (invited, could not attend);
® Northern Lighthouse Board (NLB);
®  Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA); and
® Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA).

5.2.1.4 In addition to these workshops, other meetings were held with stakeholders where required as well as
regularly occurring meetings with key groups to keep these stakeholders informed:
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® Meeting in March 2023 with Transport Scotland;

®  Monthly project update meetings with SFF, SWFPA, and North & East Coast Regional Inshore
Fishery Group.

® (Quarterly project update meetings with MD-LOT, NatureScot and Aberdeenshire Council.
5.2.1.5 NatureScot, SEPA, NLB and MCA were notified by email regarding the PAC events on 26 April 2023.

5.2.1.6  Further details and comments from technical consultation meetings with key stakeholders can be found in
Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 5: Stakeholder Consultation, and the technical chapters of Volume ER.B.3,
Chapters 7 —18.

5.3 Outreach and Communications
5.3.1 Summary

5.3.1.1 A range of communications and outreach was delivered as part of publicising the public consultation. This
included posters, print and digital media notifications, emails and update of the project website.

5.3.1.2  This section details the outreach of the project communications in the lead up to, and during, the Phase 2
consultation stage. A summary of participation is shown below in Table 5-1.

Table 5.1 Outreach and participation summary

Outreach/Event People reached/participated

PAC events attendees 41 attendees (of which 11 students on delegation from North East Scotland College), 41

registrations, 10 questionnaires filled out.

Visits to online exhibition 25

Social media interactions 2 posts across Instagram, X (formerly Twitter) and LinkedIn, total 217 interactions.

5.3.2 Consultation Notices

5.3.2.1 The Consultation Notice of the PAC events was published in the Press and Journal on 26 April 2023, which
described the Salamander Project, identified how to provide feedback, directed people to the consultation
materials online and invited people to attend in-person PAC events.

5.3.2.2 A copy of the notice was also provided to Aberdeenshire Council and MD-LOT on 26 April 2023.
Statutory consultees (such as NLB, MCA, SEPA and NatureScot) were notified of the consultation on 26
April 2023. This notice was also put on the MD-LOT website.

5.3.2.3 In accordance with Section 25B and Regulation 6, a POAN was sent to Aberdeenshire Council on 15 May
2023, and subsequently to six neighbouring community councils on 16 May 2023. These neighbouring
councils included: Buchan East, Invercain, Rathen, Memsie and Cortes, Strichen & District, Peterhead.

5.3.2.4 These consultation notices were also uploaded to the Salamander Project website. The consultation notice
can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 2: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 2, Appendix C.
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5.3.3

5.3.3.1

5.3.4

53.4.1

5.3.5

5.3.5.1

5.3.6

5.3.6.1

5.3.6.2

Advertising

Press articles were published in June 2023, in the lead up to the consultation across multiple forms of print
and online media. This included the Aberdeen & Grampian Chamber of Commerce, Grampian Online,
Peterhead Live, Wind Systems Magazine, Scottish Marine Environmental Enhancement Fund, OGV Energy,
Keyfacts Energy, Aberdeen Business News. These articles introduced the project, and provided further
information where the public could learn more about the project and participate in the consultation both
online and in-person. Examples of these press adverts be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 2: Pre-Application
Consultation Report — Part 2, Appendix C.

Written Communications

Emails were sent out on 23 May 2023 to 33 key stakeholders, notifying them of the consultation, and asking
them to attend the in-person events or view the consultation online and how to provide feedback.

Project Website

The Salamander Project website (https://salamanderfloatingwind.com/) was updated with the notice of the
event by 30 May 2023.

Posters

A3 and A4 posters were displayed in locations listed below in Table 5-2 and Table 5-3, to advertise the in-
person events. Posters are included in the Phase 2 communications materials in Volume RP.B.3, Part 2: Pre-
Application Consultation Report — Part 2, Appendix C.

Peterhead — All posters put up on Tuesday 23 May 2023.

Table 5.2 Peterhead poster locations

Place Location

Peterhead Leisure and Community Centre AB42 1EP
Peterhead Library AB42 1QD
Buchan House AB42 1QF
Greens AB42 2XE
RS McColl AB42 2XE
Post Office AB42 1PL
Spar AB24 3GT
Aldi AB42 1RY
Morrisons AB42 1HG
ASDA AB42 2FY
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5.3.6.3  Crimond — All posters put up on Tuesday 23 May 2023.

Table 5.3 Crimond poster locations

e SALAMANDER | Smavacs G ™
[ ]

Place Location
Crimond Community Hub AB43 8QJ
Costcutter AB43 8RE

5.3.7 Brochures

5.3.7.1 A5 brochures were available at the in-person PAC events, so people could take home information on the

Salamander Project, including information on the location, timeline and contact information. These can be
viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 2: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 2, Appendix C.

5.3.8 Social Media

5.3.8.1 Details of the consultation were also shared on 6 June 2023, via Simply Blue Group’s LinkedIn, X (formerly
Twitter) and Instagram platforms. These posts can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 2: Pre-Application

Consultation Report — Part 2, Appendix C, and the engagement analytics shown in Table 5-4 below.

Table 5.4 Social Media Engagement Analytics

Post Date

Post Interactions

Post 1: 6 June 2023

Instagram: 1 like, 98 Impressions, 0 shares, 0 comments, 98 accounts reached

LinkedIn: Engagement rate: 5.6%, 24 reactions, 2 reposts, 1,535 organic impressions, 61 organic

click-throughs

X: Engagement rate: 1.7%, 229 Impressions and total engagement 4, total likes 4

Post 2: 3 July 2023

Instagram: 4 likes, 0 shares, 0 comments, 95 accounts reached

LinkedIn: Engagement rate: 3.9%, 31 reactions, 3 reposts, 1 comment, 2,178 organic

impressions, 50 organic click-throughs

X: Engagement rate: 9.4%, 426 Impressions, Total engagements 40

5.4 Engagement Tools

5.4.1.1 In line with current best practice and stakeholder expectations, a multi-layer approach was deemed to be

the most appropriate method of undertaking consultation activities. Consultation was held both online and

in-person. The following sections outlines the engagement tools utilised to increase outreach and enable

the provision of feedback to be accessible for the community.
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5.4.2 Online Exhibition

5.4.2.1  Avirtual consultation room was set up, so those who could not attend the in-person events could still view
the consultation materials and submit their feedback. The online exhibition ran from 5 June until 2 July, and
was accessible at the following URL:

https://www.3dwtech.co.uk/dashboard/simplyblue/salamander-exhibition/exhibition-en/

4 B
' Project
Salamander » sites and
Wel = - Offshore . how we
ccome Wind Farm S— chose them

S

Figure 5-1 Virtual Consultation Room

5.4.2.2 Based on Google Analytics of the online exhibition (as shown in Table 5-1), there were 25 visits to the page
between 5 June and 2 July, with 17 of these were redirected from the project website.

5.4.3 Events

5.4.3.1 There were two in-person drop-in events held during the consultation period, to allow people the
opportunity to view the information, ask the team questions and provide their feedback. Three hard copies
of the Scoping Report were also made available for reference at each event, as well as being available for
download from the project website.

5.4.3.2 Thein-person events had the same consultation information banners as those used for the online exhibition,
to ensure information was consistent between consultation formats. The information banners presented
both online and in-person can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 2: Pre-Application Consultation Report —
Part 2, Appendix D.

5.4.3.3 The event details were as shown below in Table 5-5.

Table 5.5 Phase 2 in-person PAC events

Venue Date Time

Balmoor Football Stadium, Peterhead Wednesday, 7 June 2023 2pm — 8pm
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Venue Date Time

Crimond Public Hall, Crimond Thursday, 8 June 2023 10am —-2pm

Figure 5-2 In-person PAC Events

5.4.3.4 A total of 41 people who attended the in-person events registered attendance on a registration form.
Twenty-seven of these were from the Peterhead event, while 14 of these were from Crimond. This
attendance also included representatives from Peterhead Community Council and Buchan East Community
Council.

5.4.3.5 In line with Marine Scotland consultation requirements and guidance, and Scottish Planning legislation and
guidance for consultation (Section 2 - Legislative Context and Relevant Guidance), the venues selected met
the accessibility standards to ensure all who attended could participate.

® Crimond: Full disabled access was available to all parts of the building with preferential disability
parking also provided. Disabled toilets with wheelchair access are also available on each floor of
the venue.
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® Peterhead: Full disabled access was available to all parts of the building with preferential
disability parking also provided. There are two accessible toilets available to access via the Blue
Toon suite: one situated at ground level in the Main Stands, and another situated on the upper
floor of the Main Stand.

5.5 Feedback Mechanisms
5.5.1 Questionnaire

5.5.1.1 A questionnaire was available both online via the online exhibition, as well as printed copies available at the
in-person events. The printed version of the questionnaire is available in Volume RP.B.3, Part 2: Pre-
Application Consultation Report — Part 2, Appendix E.

5.5.1.2 Of the 41 people who registered at the in-person events, 10 attendees also filled out the questionnaire. No
surveys were completed online.

5.5.2  Project Contact Details

5.5.2.1 The Salamander Project’s Stakeholder and Policy Manager’s details, as well as the general Salamander
Project email (info@salamanderwind.com) were included in all project communications, including the

Salamander Project website and online exhibition. This allowed people to provide feedback via email, or
alternatively ask for materials in a different format if required.

5.6 Feedback Summary
5.6.1 Who Participated?

5.6.1.1  Figure 5-3 below summarises who participated in the PAC events, based on information from registration
forms. All 41 attendees completed a registration form at the in-person events, while 10 people filled out
the full consultation questionnaire.

In what capacity did you visit the exhibition?

Mlember of the pulblic |
Student I
Councillor/Local MP N
Community Organisation
Environmental Organisation I
Marine User
Regulator
Member of Qil and Gas Sector
Other

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% T0% B0% 0%

*Note people could select more than one answer

Figure 5-3 Questionnaire Participants
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5.6.2

5.6.2.1

Key Comments and Concerns

Powered by Orsted and
Simply Blue Group

- SALAMANDER

Feedback received has been collated according to question and category. Feedback (inclusive of both

onshore and offshore components) is presented in Table 5-6 to Table 5-10.

Table 5.6 PAC 1 Summary of feedback in response to “Q1: Do you have any general comments on the proposals for the Salamander

Offshore Wind Farm?”

Number of | 7
responses:
Category Summary of feedback Salamander Project response
Onshore power | a) Seeking further clarification on onward | The onshore transmission owner (Scottish and Southern
delivery and delivery of power from the landfall into the | Electricity Networks (SSEN)) is responsible for planning,
cabling grid connection point; urging the project to | consenting, consultation, and construction of the
negotiate as far as possible with SSEN to | electricality grid connection between the Salamander
encourage cable burial rather than via | Project’s onshore substation and the National Grid. Where
overhead power lines. possible, the Salamander Project will work with SSEN
seeking to ensure necessary grid upgrades have a minimal
impact on the community and wider environment.
Onshore power | b) Recommendation that the project be aware of | The Salamander Project is aware of these features and is
delivery and the presence of concrete anti-tank defences | considering them specifically in relation to onshore
cabling between the pill boxes on the coastline. archaeology and cultural heritage. The offshore export
cables will make landfall using a trenchless technique. The
target burial depth will be somewhere between 5 m —40 m
avoiding disturbance to the beach and existing structures
such as the pill boxes and anti-tank defences.
Onshore power | c) Concerns raised about the impact on property | The Salamander Project engages regularly with all relevant
delivery and owners’ land from cable construction. landowners to identify ways to avoid or minimise impacts.
cabling
Consultation and | d) Constructive feedback on the delivery of the | Following this feedback, a link to the virtual exhibition,
Engagement event, suggesting improved placement of the | including the feedback survey, was placed in a prominent
feedback survey on the project website for | position on the homepage of the Salamander Project
improved accessibility. website ahead of the second PAC events to maximise
accessibility of the information and opportunity to provide
feedback virtually.
Consultation and | e) Statement of support for the project’s | Following this feedback, the same approach was taken for

Engagement

engagement approach of incorporating
smaller communities such as Crimond into the

scope of engagement.

the second suite of PAC events. Events were held in both

Peterhead and Crimond again.
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Powered by Orsted and

Feedback provided that engaging in this way
(i.e. beyond the immediate Peterhead area)
will help to distinguish the project in the long

term.

Community

Benefit

f)

Support for community benefit to be at

forefront of the Salamander Project,
particularly where property owners’ land
stands to be impacted by cable construction.

Suggestions made include:

. Schemes intended to lower the energy

bills of local residents;

. Contributions to funds for community

buildings and projects; and

. Additional funding for the community,
particularly to support the creation of

local jobs.

The Salamander Project Team engages with the local
community at the project location and actively seeks to
maximise the benefits brought to the community while

mitigating any potentially negative impacts.

Following this feedback, an information board outlining the
Salamander Project’s proposed plan for the development
and implementation of a Community Benefit Fund was
presented at the second PAC events (See Volume RP.B.3,
Part 3: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 3,
Appendix F).

Supply Chain

8)

Comment querying the project’s approach to
engaging with local supply chain; specifically,
whether the type of material or labour
required, will be made known with sufficient
local

notice as to give companies the

opportunity to scale in advance.

Salamander collaborates with the supply chain at every
stage to support the scale up of facilities, expertise and
workforce. Salamander has processes and policies to
encourage local employment as a first point of call and plans
to use local labour as far as possible. The project engages
directly with local Tier 1 suppliers and with suppliers from
Tiers 2 to 4 through Scottish Enterprise. The project also
provides information on supply chain requirements to

Scottish Enterprise.

The Salamander project has signed Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs) and other similar agreements with
just under 60 local suppliers and ports and issued Letters of

Support for key local supply chain initiatives.

Supply Chain

h)

Support for Salamander based on the project’s
contribution to supply chain development:
‘The project is exactly what the Scottish supply

chain needs to prepare for ScotWind.’

Noted, no further response required.

Supply Chain

Suggestion that the project is presented within
the context of INTOG, in order to highlight
constraints for ScotWind and verbalise

challenges to the supply chain.

Following this feedback, a section was added to the
information boards presenting the Salamander Project

within the context of the ScotWind leasing round.
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Table 5.7 PAC 1 Summary of feedback in response to “Q2: Do you have any comments on the proposed offshore elements of the
Salamander Offshore Wind Farm? This includes the area where the offshore cables bringing electricity from the wind farm will come

ashore to meet the onshore cables to run to the onshore substation.”

Number of | 4
responses:
Category Summary of feedback Salamander Project response

Offshore power | a) Concerns about potential Electro-Magnetic | The consent application will be accompanied by a publicly
delivery and Fields (EMF) from cables. available Environmental Impact Assessment Report which
cabling considers the potential Environmental Impacts of the proposed
development. Electro-magnetic fields are considered within this
Environmental Impact Assessment. Further details of the
assessment are provided in Offshore EIAR, Volume ER.A.3,

Chapter 4: Fish and Shellfish Ecology.

Offshore power | b) Recommendation that any insights on | The consent application will be accompanied by a publicly

delivery and ecological issues as a result of cabling and | available Environmental Impact Assessment Report which
cabling mooring lines be published, in order for | considers the potential Environmental Impacts of the proposed
solutions to be found and implemented. development such as benthic ecology and marine mammals.

Within the Environmental Impact Assessment appropriate
mitigation and monitoring are included where significant impacts
are identified and where relevant will form part of the proposed
development consent conditions issued by MD-LOT in

consultation with relevant stakeholders.

Visual Impacts c) Support for the minimal visual impact of the | While this feedback didn’t require a direct response, the
project given its distance from shore. Salamander Project presented photomontages at the second
suite of PAC events of the Offshore Array from various key
viewpoints along the coastline to the north and south of
Peterhead. This was presented in order to inform public

stakeholders of what the visual impact would be on a clear day.

General d) Support of project’s offshore elements: No response required.
Comments ‘Seems well-planned and clear’.

Table 5.8 PAC 1 Summary of feedback in response to “Q3: Do you have any comments on the proposed location and components of the

onshore infrastructure of the Salamander Offshore Wind Farm?”

Number of | 3

responses:
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Category Summary of feedback Salamander Project response
Biodiversity and | a) Raising awareness of the wide range of wildlife | As part of the Onshore consents applications we undertaking an
ecology present in the sand dunes north of Peterhead; | an Onshore EIA which includes assessment of any potential
urging the project to minimise impact on local | impacts and strategies for mitigating them, where relevant.
ecology (such as common lizards, insects and
plants) in crossing the dunes to install the | Mitigation measures that will be applied to minimise these risks
cable. include refining the footprint of the Onshore Development.
Onshore power | b) Commenturging the project to negotiateasfar | The onshore transmission owner, SSEN, is responsible for
delivery and as possible with SSEN to encourage cable | planning, consenting, consultation, and construction of the
cabling burial over the installation of pylons in the | electrical grid connection between the Salamander Project’s
area. onshore substation and the National Grid. Where possible,
Salamander will work closely with SSEN seeking to ensure
necessary grid upgrades have a minimal impact on the
community and wider environment.
General c) Support for the project’s onshore elements: | Noted, no response required.
Comments ‘Seems well-planned and clear’.

Table 5.9 PAC 1 Summary of feedback in response to “Q4: What are your views on the proposed access to the Onshore Substation?”

Number of | 2
responses:
Category Summary of feedback Salamander Project response
Onshore power | a) Concern that access to the sand dunes or sea | The offshore export cables will make landfall using a trenchless
delivery and shore would be inhibited. technique, therefore the Salamander Project will not inhibit
cabling access to the beach, foredunes and coastal path. However, for
safety reasons, access around active construction areas will be
restricted which could impact some areas of the dunes further
inland. Full consideration of access to the sand dunes and
surrounding area will be considered within the Onshore EIAR.
Road safety b) Statement of support for the access to the | No response required.
onshore substation; that, particularly after
construction, traffic movements will be low.
Engagement c¢) Recommendation that the project engages | The Salamander Project team endeavours to reach as diverse a

with the local community via local events such

as Doors Open Days and Scottish Week.

range of local organisations as possible in all public engagement.
For each of the four PAC events held to date, notice was made
across a number of outlets including; local newspapers, local
distribution channels, posters in locations across the area, social

media, the Salamander Project website, and word of mouth, in
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addition to the consultation made fully available online via a
virtual platform. A project email address

(info@salamanderwind.com) is monitored regularly, and we

invite feedback from stakeholders. We will continue this
approach to ensure that all local stakeholders can engage with

the Salamander Project in a way that suits them.

The Salamander Project plans to distribute a newsletter to the
community on a bi-annual (including one distributed in March
2024 - refer to Volume RP.B.3, Part 2: Pre-Application
Consultation Report — Part 2, Appendix C) basis with the
intention of keeping the community informed with key project
updates and upcoming consultation. The newsletter will cover a
broad range of elements but will focus on those of particular
interest to the community. The ways the newsletter will be
distributed will be informed by the needs of the community; the
Salamander Project has already consulted Aberdeenshire Council
for their view on this. The newsletter will be distributed across a
wide range of outlets, both in paper format and digitally, to
maximise outreach. Venues for distribution of the newsletter are

expected to include community centres and cafes.

Table 5.10 PAC 1 Summary of feedback in response to “Q5: Do you have any other general comments on the Salamander Offshore Wind

Farm?”
Number of | 2
responses:
Category Summary of feedback Project response
Community a) Caution to consider the local community in our | The Salamander Project will assess the potential impacts to the
operations, minimising any impact the | local community as part of the Onshore Environmental Impact
Salamander Project stands to have. Assessment to be submitted as part of the onshore application.
In developing the project, the Salamander Project will seek to
employ wherever practicable, methods and best practice to
minimise any potential impact to the local community.
General b) Expression of a general lack of support for the | Acknowledged.
comments project.

5.6.3 Consultation Review

1. How did you find the quality of the information provided in this consultation?

5.6.3.1  Five answers were received for this question as shown in Figure 5-4.
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Figure 5-4 Consultation Review
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2. Did you find the exhibition accessible and easy to navigate?

5.6.3.2  Six answers were received for this question as shown in Figure 5-5.

7

[=1]

yes no M

Figure 5-5 Accessibility — Consultation
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6 Phase 3: EIAR and Second Round PAC
6.1 Overview

6.1.1.1  The third phase of engagement (Q3 2023 — Q2 2024) included ongoing consultation with key stakeholders,
as well as holding the second round of PAC events. This phase considered the outcomes of the first round
PAC events feedback, Scoping Opinion and other ongoing stakeholder discussions. This used a virtual
consultation room which could be viewed from 21 November until 3 of December, and in-person drop-in
events. Feedback forms were available via the virtual consultation room and at the in-person events. These
PAC events sought feedback from stakeholders and the wider community on the onshore and offshore
proposals.

6.2 Stakeholder Meetings

6.2.1.1  Stakeholder meetings were held in this stage to undertake targeted discussions and feedback. This included
meetings and communications with the following stakeholders. Further details of these meetings are
summarised in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 5: Stakeholder Consultation of the Onshore EIAR, and feedback
summarised in Volume ER.B.3, Chapters 7 — 18.

6.3 Outreach and Communications
6.3.1 Summary

6.3.1.1 A range of communications and outreach was delivered as part of publicising the public consultation. This
included a range of printed communications (posters, brochures), print and digital media notifications,
emails, and update of the project website.

6.3.1.2 This section details the outreach of the project communications in the lead up to, and during, the Phase 3
consultation stage. A summary of participation is shown below in Table 6-1.

Table 6.1 Outreach and participation summary

Outreach/Event People reached/participated

PAC events attendees 39 attendees (of which 2 were Association/Federation, 7 Community Organisation,
8 Councillor/Local MP, 7 Marine User, 22 Member of the public and 2 Students), 39

registrations, 14 questionnaires filled out.

Visits to online exhibition 39 visits, 1 online feedback form submitted
Salamander Project website visits 19
Social media interactions 2 posts on LinkedIn total of interactions (Impressions 747, Clicks 43, CTR 4.12%,

Reactions 31, Repost 4- Engagement rate 9.57%

6.3.2 Press and Consultation Notices

6.3.2.1 The Consultation Notice of the second PAC events was published in the Press and Journal on 3 October 2023
which described the Salamander Project, identified how to provide feedback, directed people to the
consultation materials online and invited people to attend in-person PAC events.
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6.3.2.2 A copy of the notice was also provided to Aberdeenshire Council and MD-LOT on 6 November 2023.
Statutory consultees (NatureScot, NLB, MCA and SEPA) were notified of the consultation on 1 November
2023. This notice was also put on the MD-LOT website.

6.3.2.3  These consultation notices were also uploaded to the Salamander Project website. The consultation notice
can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 3: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 3, Appendix F.

6.3.3 Weritten Communications

6.3.3.1 On 3 November 2023, 39 stakeholders received email notification of the consultation, with information
regarding the virtual consultation room and in-person events.

6.34 Posters

6.3.4.1 A3 and A4 posters were displayed in the same locations as in the first events, shown in Table 5-2 and Table
5-3, to advertise the in-person events. Posters are included in the Phase 3 consultation materials in Volume
RP.B.3, Part 3: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 3, Appendix F. All posters were put up on 16
November 2023 for both Peterhead and Crimond.

6.3.5 Brochures

6.3.5.1 A4 brochures were available at the in-person PAC events, so people could take home information on the
Salamander Project, including information on Project location, the project timeline and contact information.
These can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 3: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 3, Appendix F.

6.3.6 Social Media

6.3.6.1 Details of the consultation were also shared on 6 June 2023, via Salamander Floating Wind'’s LinkedIn
platform. These posts can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 3: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part
3, Appendix F, and the engagement analytics shown in Table 6-2 below.

Table 6.2 Social Media Engagement Analytics

Post Date Post Interactions
Post 1: 24 October 2023 LinkedIn: Engagement rate: 8.03%, 10 reactions, 1 reposts, 162 organic impressions, 2 organic click-
throughs

Post 2: 21 November LinkedIn: Engagement rate: 11.11%, 21 reactions, 3 reposts, 585 organic impressions, 41 organic click-
2023 throughs

6.4 Engagement Tools

6.4.1.1 In line with current best practice and stakeholder expectations, a multi-layer approach was deemed to be
the most appropriate method of undertaking consultation activities. Consultation was held both online and
in-person, with additional copies of materials made available in alternative formats. The following sections
outlines the engagement tools utilised to increase outreach and enable feedback to be accessible for the
community.
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6.4.2 Online Exhibition

6.4.2.1  Avirtual consultation room was set up, so those who could not attend the in-person events could still view
the consultation materials and submit their feedback. The online exhibition ran from 21 November until 3
December, and was accessible at the following URL:

https://www.3dwtech.co.uk/dashboard/simplyblue/salamander-exhibition/exhibition-update/

Cthuhore
il bl

Figure 6-1 Phase 3 Virtual Consultation Room

6.4.2.2  Based on Google Analytics of the online exhibition, there were 39 visits to the page between 21 November
and 3 December, with 19 of these were redirected from the project website.

6.4.3 Events

6.4.3.1 There were two in-person drop-in events held during the consultation period, to allow people the
opportunity to view the information, ask the team questions and provide their feedback. Three hard copies
of the Scoping Report were also made available for reference at each event and download from the project
website.

6.4.3.2 Thein-person events had the same consultation information banners as those used for the online exhibition,
to ensure information was consistent between consultation formats. The information banners presented
both online and in-person can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 4: Pre-Application Consultation Report —
Part 4, Appendix G.

6.4.3.3 The event details were as shown below in Table 6-3.
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Table 6.3 Phase 3 in-person PAC events

Venue Date Time
Balmoor Football Stadium, Peterhead Tuesday, 21 November 2023 10 am —7pm
Crimond Medical & Community Hub, Crimond Wednesday, 22 November 2023 10am —4pm

Brsted

2 Sy Blug
n o

subsea?

Figure 6-2 In-person PAC Events

6.4.3.4  Atotal of 39 people who attended the in-person events registered attendance on a registration form. Thirty-
six of these were from the Peterhead event, while three of these were from Crimond. Included were two
representatives from Cruden Bay Community Council who attended the in-person event at Peterhead.

6.4.3.5 In line with Marine Scotland consultation requirements and guidance, and Scottish Planning legislation and
guidance for consultation (Section 2 - Legislative Context and Relevant Guidance), the venues selected met
the accessibility standards to ensure all who attended could participate.

® Crimond: Full disabled access is available to all parts of the building with preferential disability
parking also provided. Disabled toilets with wheelchair access are also available on each floor of
the venue.

RP.B.3.1 Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 1 Page 29/54



N o N L]
Salamand'er Offshore Wind Farm Onshore Pre-application m SA I_A M ﬂ N [] [ H I ma—
Consultation Report ® Simply Blue Group

[ ]

August 2024

® Peterhead: Full disabled access is available to all parts of the building with preferential disability
parking also provided. There are two accessible toilets available to access via the Blue Toon suite:
one situated at ground level in the Main Stands, and another situated on the upper floor of the
Main Stand.

6.5 Feedback Mechanisms
6.5.1 Questionnaire

6.5.1.1 A questionnaire was available both online via the online exhibition, as well as printed copies available at the
in-person events. The printed version of the questionnaire is available in Volume RP.B.3, Part 4: Pre-
Application Consultation Report — Part 4, Appendix H.

6.5.1.2  Of the 39 people who registered at the in-person events, 14 attendees also filled out the questionnaire. No
surveys were completed online. One feedback e-mail was received.

6.5.1.3  Of the 39 people who registered at the in-person events, 14 attendees also filled out the questionnaire. Six
surveys were completed online. Six feedback e-mails were received. A summary of the key points raised via
these emails is presented with the Salamander Project’s response in Table 6-4 to Table 6-8. Feedback is
presented in the order provided in order to reflect stakeholder viewpoints with accuracy; this means that,
for example, some responses pertaining to the offshore components are included in tables pertaining to
guestions on the onshore components.

6.5.2 Project Contact details

6.5.2.1 The Salamander Project’s Stakeholder and Policy Manager’s details, as well as the general Salamander
Project email (info@salamanderwind.com) were included in all project communications, including the

Salamander Project website and online exhibition. This allowed people to provide feedback via email, or
alternatively ask for materials in a different format if required.

6.6 Feedback Summary
6.6.1  Who participated?

6.6.1.1  Figure 6-3 below summarises who participated in the PAC events, based on information from registration
forms. All 39 attendees completed a registration form at the in-person events, while 14 people filled out
the full consultation questionnaire and one person sent feedback by email.
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In what capacity did you visit the exhibition?

Member of the public
Student

Councillor/Local MP
Community Organisation
Environmenital Organisation
Marine User

Regulator

Member of Qil and Gas Sector

Other

]

0% 3% 10% 15%

20%

o

25%

45%

*Note people could select more than one answer

Figure 6-3 PAC Event Participation Summary

6.6.2 Questionnaire Feedback

Table 6.4 PAC 2 Summary of feedback in response to “Q1: Do you have any general comments on the proposals for the Salamander

Offshore Wind Farm?”

Number of | 13

responses:

Category Summary of feedback Salamander Project response

Fishing a) Seeking further understanding of the long- | The offshore consent applications for the Salamander Project

term effects of projects like Salamander on

shellfish, lobster and crab fisheries.

will be accompanied by a publicly available Offshore EIAR
which will include ecological considerations such as benthic
ecology, and fish and shellfish ecology. The potential damage
and disturbance to benthic habitats from cable installation has
been assessed within Volume ER.A.3, Chapter 9: Benthic and
Intertidal Ecology the potential impact of EMF from the export
cables has been assessed within Volume ER.A.3, Chapter 10:
Fish and Shellfish Ecology, and potential impacts (such as loss
or restricted access to fishing grounds, displacement of fishing
activity into other areas, and interference with fishing activity
as a result of increased vessel traffic) have been fully assessed
for all types of commercial fishing, including potters, within
Volume ER.A.3, Chapter 13: Commercial Fisheries.
Additionally, within this chapter is a cumulative impact
assessment which considers the Salamander Project alongside
the other proposed projects that may have export cables

within the nearshore area where Salamander is planning to
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make landfall. In the event that significant adverse impacts are
predicted, the Salamander Project will identify and implement
appropriate mitigation measures.

Fishing b) Seeking further understanding of the long- | See PAC2 Ql(a) above.
term effects of electrical cables associated
with projects like Salamander on brown crab
and lobster fisheries.

Recommendation that the project consults
inshore fishers on the toping of the impact of
sub-seabed cables on shellfish.

Fishing c) Urging project to prioritise consideration of | See PAC2 Q1(a) above.
fishing.

Engagement d) Support for the presentation of the project | Noted, no response required.
proposals via the public event.

Visual impact e) Support for project based on its minimal visual | While this feedback didn’t require a direct response, the
impact: ‘No negative visual impact that out- | Salamander Project presented photomontages at the second
weighs the overall benefits of the | suite of PAC events of the Offshore Array from various key
development’. viewpoints along the coastline to the north and south of

Peterhead. This was presented in order to inform public
stakeholders of what the visual impact would be on a clear
day.

Sustainability f) Support for the project based on its | Noted, noresponse required.
contribution to energy balancing measures
and consequent achievement of long-term
sustainability objectives.

General g) General statement of support for the project. Noted, no response required.

comments

General h) Statement of support for the project, provided | Please see PAC1 Q5 (a) in Table 5-10 above.

comments the interest of the local community are
considered.

General i) Statement of support for the project: ‘Floating | Noted, no response required.

comments wind farms are a fantastic idea and are exciting
for the future of clean energy’.

General j) Statement of welcome asking what the project | Please see PAC1 Q5 (a) in Table 5-10 above.

comments may do to contribute to Peterhead.
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Economic benefit

k) Support for the project based on the potential
job opportunities it supports for the local

community.

The Salamander Project is anticipated to generate £26m for
the Aberdeenshire economy, £171m for the rest of Scotland
and £115m for the UK. Our approach to supply chain
development aims to capture as much as possible of this
economic activity — and associated jobs — within the local

supply chain.

Table 6.5 PAC 2 Summary of feedback in response to “Q2: Do you have any comments on the proposed offshore elements of the
Salamander Offshore Wind Farm? This includes the area where the offshore cables bringing electricity from the wind farm will come

ashore to meet the onshore cables to run to the onshore substation.”

Number of | 8
responses:
Category Summary of feedback Salamander Project response

Offshore power
delivery and

cabling

Expression of concerns about the volume of cables
coming ashore at Kirkton / Scotstown area [from
the cumulative projects]. Recommendation that

the EMF effect of multiple cables be assessed.

See PAC2 Q1(a) in Table 6-4 above.

Offshore power
delivery and

cabling

Recommendation that cables be trenched and

buried.

Where technically feasible, the Salamander Project will
attempt to bury the offshore cables on the seabed. However,
due to seabed conditions this may not be possible and some
sections of the static cabling within both the Offshore Array
Area and Offshore ECC may require additional remedial cable
protection; this will be informed by the Cable Burial Risk
Assessment to be undertaken post-consent. Details of cable
installation and additional remedial rock protection are
provided in Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 4: Project Description.
Assessment of the potential impacts from cable installation
has been undertaken in the relevant topic chapters of the

Offshore EIAR.

Marine Ecology

Seeking further understanding of the long-term
effects of projects like Salamander on shellfish,

lobster and crab fisheries.

See PAC2 Q1(a) in Table 6-4 above.

Marine Ecology

Seeking further understanding of the long-term
effects of electrical cables associated with projects
like Salamander on brown crab and lobster

fisheries.

See PAC2 Q1(a) in Table 6-4 above.

Visual impact

Support for the minimal visual impact from land

given the array’s distance from shore.

See PAC2 Q1(a) in Table 6-4 above.

RP.B.3.1 Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 1

Page 33/54



Salamander Offshore Wind Farm Onshore Pre-application
Consultation Report

Powered by @rsted and
Simply Blue Group

- SALAMANDER

August 2024
General General statement of support for the proposed | Noted, no response required.
comments offshore elements of the Salamander Offshore
Wind Farm.
General Support for the proposed offshore elements of the | See PAC1 Q2 (b)
comments Salamander Offshore Wind Farm, provided
onshore and offshore environmental effects are
minimised.
General Support for the proposed offshore elements of the | See PAC2 Q1-(a) in Table 6-4 above for how the Salamander
comments Salamander Offshore Wind Farm, provided cultural | Project is considering commercial fishing.

heritage and fishing are secure.

The Salamander Project is committed to avoiding heritage sites
where possible. Our team has been working with
Aberdeenshire Council, Historic Environment Scotland and
other stakeholders to identify the sites of cultural and
historical importance within the vicinity of the area we are
considering for our onshore infrastructure. The Salamander
Project is assessing the impacts of the proposed onshore
development on the local sites of cultural and historical
importance. Further details of the onshore project description
and the potential impacts will be provided in the Onshore EIAR

when it is submitted to Aberdeenshire Council.

The Salamander Project has also assessed the visual impacts of
the Offshore Array on onshore cultural heritage sites; details
of the outcomes of this assessment are presented in Volume
ER.A.3, Chapter 11: Marine Archaeology and Cultural

Heritage.

Table 6.6 PAC 2 Summary of feedback in response to “Q3: Do you have any comments on the proposed location and components of

the onshore infrastructure of the Salamander Offshore Wind Farm?”

Number 6
responses:
Category Summary of feedback Salamander Project response

Marine Ecology

Seeking further understanding of the long-term
effects of projects like Salamander on shellfish,

lobster and crab fisheries.

See PAC2 Q1-(a) in Table 6-4 above.

Marine Ecology

Seeking further understanding of the long-term

effects of electrical cables associated with projects

See PAC2 Q1-(a) in Table 6-4 above.
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like Salamander on brown crab and lobster
fisheries.
Substation General support for the location of the substation. | Noted, no response required.
location
Substation Support for the location of the substation due to | Noted, no response required.
location the minimal disruption it stands to place on local
residents.
Supply chain Seeking further information on the supply and | At this stage of the Salamander Project, information on the
manufacture of the battery component. supply and manufacture of the battery component is not
available; this would be developed during detailed design post-
consent.
As part of the Salamander Project’s ethos of developing local
innovation, where practical, work with the supply chain to
support the industrialisation of more novel battery materials
and develop optimal recycling methods to ensure
sustainability.
General General statement of support for the proposed | Noted, no response required.
comments location and components of the onshore elements
of the project.
General Comment urging the project to maintain respect | Please see PAC1 Q5 (a) in Table 5-10 above.
comments for the local community.

Table 6.7 Summary of feedback in response to “Q4: What are your views on the proposed access to the onshore substation?”

Number of | 9
responses:
Category Summary of feedback Salamander Project response

Road safety

Comment urging the need of risk assessment due

to proximity of access road to A90.

The Salamander Project commissioned a Stage 1 Road Safety
Audit of a new access junction on the A90 near Lunderton in
Aberdeenshire; this is being prepared by Stewart Paton
Associates in Q1 2024, for submission to Transport Scotland

when the onshore applications are submitted.

Road safety

Comment supporting the proposed access road’s
location on the A90, being on ‘a safe point on a

straight section of road’.

Noted, no response required.
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Road safety

Query of potential road improvements resulting
from the proposed access to the onshore

substation.

A new access junction will be required from the A90. A section
of A90 roadside verge has been included in the Onshore
Development Area boundary, in case verge clearance is

required to improve visibility at the access junction.

Consultation with Transport Scotland is ongoing to agree
access arrangements, however significant improvements to

the A90 are not envisaged as part of the Project.

Public access

Query of whether Scotstown Beach will remain

open to the general public.

The offshore export cables will make landfall using a trenchless
technique, therefore the Salamander Project will not inhibit

access to the beach, foredunes and coastal path.

General comment

General statement of support for the proposed

access to the onshore substation.

Noted, no response required.

General comment

General statement of support for the proposed

access to the onshore substation.

None required.

General comment

General statement of support for the proposed

access to the onshore substation.

None required.

General comment

General statement of support for the proposed

access to the onshore substation.

None required.

General comment

General statement of support for the proposed

access to the onshore substation.

None required.

General comment

Statement of support for the proposed access to
the onshore substation based on its proximity to

the local power station and national grid.

None required.

General comment

Statement of support for the project based on its

importance for ‘future commitments’.

Noted, no response required.

Table 6.8 PAC 2 Summary of feedback in response to “Q5: Do you have any other general comments on the Salamander Offshore Wind

Farm project?”

Number of | 6

responses:

Category Summary of feedback Salamander Project response

Engagement Suggestion that future engagement could reach | The project endeavours to reach as diverse a range of local

the community through local organisations and

organisations as possible in all public engagement. For each of

the four Pre-Application Consultation events held thus far,
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notice was made across a number of channels — local
newspapers, local distribution channels, posters in locations
across the area, social media, the project website, and word of
mouth, in addition to the consultation made fully available
online via a virtual platform. A project email address
(info@salamanderwind.com) is monitored regularly, and we
invite feedback from stakeholders there. We will continue this
approach to ensure that all local stakeholders can engage with

the project in a way that suits them.

Salamander plans to distribute a newsletter to the community
on a bi-annual basis with the intention of keeping the
community informed with key project updates and upcoming
consultation. The newsletter will cover broad range of
elements but will focus on those of particular interest to the
community. The ways the newsletter will be distributed will be
informed by the needs of the community; the project has
already consulted the local council for their view on this. The
newsletter will be distributed across a wide range of outlets,
both in paper format and digitally, to maximise outreach.
Venues will include community centres and cafes — the project

is grateful for this suggestion.

See PAC2 Q5 (a)

August 2024
events such as the Peterhead Farmers Market, to
broaden the reach.

Engagement Suggestion that newsletters be distributed via
email or as hard copies across the local area (e.g.
in community centres and cafes).

Engagement Comment conveying importance of regular
stakeholder engagement.

Project General query on project timescales.

development

pathway

Up-to-date project timelines have been presented at each
stage of public engagement (within the EIA Scoping Report, the
first PAC events and second PAC events). Further information
on the Salamander Project construction timeline is provided in

Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 4 Project Description.

Project
development

pathway

Query on project timescales within the context of

creeling.

The Salamander Project engages with creelers, as with all
commercial fisheries, both through direct engagement and via

the Peterhead Developers Forum.

Up-to-date project timelines have been presented at each
stage of public engagement (within the EIA Scoping Report, the
first PAC events and second PAC events). Further information
on the Salamander Project construction timeline is provided in

Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 4 Project Description.
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6.6.3 Feedback Received through Other Channels

6.6.3.1 A summary of feedback received via email and verbally conveyed at the in-person events is presented in

Table 6-9 below.

Table 6.9 Summary of feedback received via email and verbally conveyed

Channel Key topic Salamander Project Response

Email / Depth of cable burial at Where technically feasible, the Salamander Project will attempt to bury the offshore export and inter-

verbal landfall and though the array cables . However, due to seabed conditions this may not be possible and some sections of the
dunes static cabling within both the Offshore Array Area and Offshore ECC may require additional remedial

cable protection; this will be informed by the Cable Burial Risk Assessment to be undertaken post-
consent. Details of cable installation and additional remedial rock protection are provided in Volume
ER.A.3, Chapter 4 Project Description. Assessment of the potential impacts from cable installation has
been undertaken in the relevant topic chapters of the Onshore EIAR, Volume ER.B.3, Chapters 7 - 18.

Email Use of local businesses The Salamander Project is anticipated to generate £26m for the Aberdeenshire economy, £171m for
in supply chain the rest of Scotland and £115m for the UK. Our approach to supply chain development aims to capture

as much as possible of this economic activity — and associated jobs — within the local supply chain.

Email Enquiry into the The Salamander Offshore Wind Farm plans to deliver a Community Benefit Fund for the local area,
availability of the currently in early development. Consultation with the local community on this topic, both directly and
Community Benefit Fund | via the local council, is planned to start in early 2024. Key parameters of the fund, such as the
for a community geographical scope and eligibility criteria, will be informed as far as possible by the needs and wants
initiative of the community. Examples of eligibility criteria could be projects that satisfy renewable or climate

objectives, or educational aims. The fund will be administered by a third-party organisation to ensure
impartiality from the project. The fund will be discharged to local projects meeting the eligibility
criteria that are successful in their application.

Email Enquiry into the supply At this stage of the Salamander Project, information on the supply and manufacture of the battery
and manufacture of the component is not available; this would be developed during detailed design post-consent.
battery component. . . . . . .

As part of the Salamander Project’s ethos of developing local innovation, we will, where practical, work
with the supply chain to support the commercial scale development of more novel battery materials
and develop optimal recycling methods to ensure sustainability.

Verbal Concern around As coordinator of the Peterhead Developers Forum, the Salamander Project is collaborating with other
stakeholder fatigue at developers coming into the area to ensure clarity of public communications. This includes the
the number of projects development of a website and leaflet with details of each project, both currently ongoing. The
coming ashore locally Salamander Project has also since made efforts to distinguish itself from other projects through local

community and STEM Outreach engagement.

Verbal Indication that the A new access junction will be required from the A90. A section of A90 roadside verge has been
stretch of the A90 from included in the Onshore Development Area boundary, in case verge clearance is required to improve
which the access road is visibility at the access junction. As part of the junction design development, the Salamander Project
proposed is busy with a will work with Transport Scotland to ensure the design meets the required safety standards.
history of fatalities.
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6.6.4  Consultation Review
1. How did you find the quality of the information provided in this consultation?
6.6.4.1 87% of the attendees found the quality of the information provided excellent or good, except for two
participants who did not answer the question. 13 answers were received for this question (see Figure 6-4).

10

[ L= B ¥ )

Excellent Good Average Poor NJ/A

Figure 6-4 Consultation Review
2. Did you find the exhibition accessible and easy to navigate?

6.6.4.2  All participants (of those who responded to this question) found the exhibition accessible and easy to
navigate. There were no comments on how the consultation could be improved. 13 answers were received
for this question, and two participants did not answer (see Figure 6-5).

14
12

10

(=]

yes no /A

Figure 6-5 Accessibility — Consultation
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6.6.4.3 These responses reflect positively on the PAC events and consultation process, and shows that information
provided was generally clear for public understanding, and the virtual and in-person events were accessible
as per the Scottish requirements for public consultation.

6.6.5 Changes made to the Onshore Development

6.6.5.1 At the time of submitting the EIA Scoping Report (Salamander Wind Project Ltd (formerly Simply Blue Energy
(Scotland) Ltd (SBES)) , 2023),), the Salamander Project was considering both trenched and trenchless
methods for the offshore export cable landfall. Since this time, there has been a decision to remove the
trenched landfall installation methodology within the intertidal area and foredunes from the Project Design
Envelope. This decision was informed by engineering, environmental and social considerations, including:

®  Maintenance of recreational access during construction: the Aberdeenshire coastal path, which
is a Core Path, crosses the indicative Onshore Development Area through the dunes. Restricting
access during construction of trenched methods could temporarily impact recreational users of
the area;

® Reduce impacts to sensitive dune habitat; and
® Health and safety factors associated with deep excavations in the dune system.

6.6.5.2 The above environmental impacts were also raised as points of concern from members of the public during
the PAC Events that the Salamander Project held in 2023, as described in Sections 5.6.2 and 6.6.2) Further
detail on this design change is provided in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 3: Site Selection and Consideration of
Alternatives, and details on the planned landfall method can be found in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 4: Project
Description.

6.7 Additional Engagement
6.7.1 Socio-economic Stakeholder Questionnaire

6.7.1.1 Inresponse to the scoping report, the Marine Analytical Unit (MAU) requested further engagement with a
wider range of interest groups was undertaken with socio-economic impacts to be the focus of some of the
engagement. The Salamander Project therefore conducted further consultation with key local stakeholders,
included local marine recreational and community groups to the south of Peterhead were invited to consult
via direct letters on 01 December 2023. Stakeholders from recreation, tourism and leisure were invited to
complete a questionnaire by 15 December 2023 and offered further bilateral engagement as desired.

6.7.1.2  The consultation focused heavily on socio-cultural and distributional issues however, no responses to the
questionnaire were received from these consultees Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 16: Socio-economics, Tourism
and Recreation.

RP.B.3.1 Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 1 Page 40/54



N o N L]
Salamand'er Offshore Wind Farm Onshore Pre-application . Sﬂ I_A M ﬂ N [] [ H Besviarat by ik S
Consultation Report ® Simply Blue Group

[ ]

August 2024

7 Phase 4: Onshore EIAR and Third Round PAC
7.1 Overview

7.1.1.1  The fourth phase of engagement (Q2 — Q3 2024) included ongoing consultation with key stakeholders, as
well as holding the third and final round of PAC events. This phase considered the outcomes of the previous
PAC events feedback and other ongoing stakeholder discussions. This objective of the third round of PAC
was to communicate how feedback had been considered from the previous PAC stages, and address how
this feedback has been incorporated into the Proposed Development, where relevant. While this stage did
not actively seek feedback from the community, comments were accepted and recorded from the in-person
events or via email.

7.2 Outreach and Communications
7.2.1 Summary

7.2.1.1 A range of communications and outreach was delivered as part of publicising the public consultation. This
included a range of printed communications (posters, newsletters), print and digital media notifications,
emails, and update of the project website.

7.2.1.2  This section details the outreach of the project communications in the lead up to, and during, the Phase 4
consultation stage. A summary of participation is shown below in Table 7.1.

Table 7.1 Outreach and participation summary

Outreach/Event People reached/participated

PAC event attendees 25 attendees

Newsletter recipients (Digital) 54 recipients (47 successful deliveries)
Newsletter recipients (Print) 13674 households

7.2.2 Press and Consultation Notices

7.2.2.1  The Consultation Notice of the third PAC event was published in the Press and Journal on 15 April 2024 to
an audience of approximately 26,746 readers. This notice described the Salamander Project, directed people
to the consultation materials online and invited people to attend in-person PAC event.

7.2.2.2 A copy of the notice was also provided to Aberdeenshire Council on 14 May 2024.

7.2.2.3  These consultation notices were also uploaded to the Salamander Project website. The consultation notice
can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 5: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 5, Appendix I.

7.2.3 Written Communications

7.2.3.1 On 17 May 2024, 19 stakeholders received email notification of the consultation, with information regarding
the consultation materials and in-person events.
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7.2.4 Posters

7.2.4.1 A3 and A4 posters were displayed in the locations shown in Table 7.2, to advertise the in-person event.
Posters are included with a map of the posting locations in the Phase 4 communications materials in Volume
RP.B.3, Part 5: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 5, Appendix I. All posters were put up on 21
May 2024 for both Peterhead and Crimond.

Table 7.2 Phase 4 Poster Locations

Area Location Location

Peterhead Peterhead Leisure and Community Centre AB42 1EP
Peterhead Library AB42 1QD
Buchan House (Aberdeenshire Council) AB42 1QF
Greens AB42 2XE
Balmoor Stadium AB42 1EQ
Spar AB24 3GT
ASDA ABA42 2FY

Crimond Crimond Medical & Community Hub AB43 8QJ
Costcutter AB43 8RE

7.2.5 Newsletter

7.2.5.1 A project newsletter was developed to give stakeholders and interested parties the opportunity to read a
full project update, including answering frequently asked questions, an updated project timeline, details on
the Community Benefit Fund, and details of the third round of PAC.

7.2.5.2  The newsletter was distributed to email addresses submitted via the registration forms at previous PAC
events. Recipients were limited to those who indicated consent to receive the newsletter via the GDPR
compliance check box on the registration form. Of 54 total recipients, 47 emails were successfully delivered.

7.2.5.3 The newsletter was distributed by hand to households in postcodes AB42 1, AB42 2 and AB42 3 between
Saturday 18 May and Saturday 25 May 2024. GPS maps of this distribution are included in Volume RP.B.3,

Part 5: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 5, Appendix I.

7.2.5.4 Copies of the project newsletter were also left in community hubs and key locations on 21 May 2024, at
the locations shown in Table 7.3. The Newsletter can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 5:.1 Pre-Application
Consultation Report — Part 5, Appendix J.
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Table 7.3 Newsletter community hub postings locations

Area Location Location

Peterhead Peterhead Leisure and Community Centre AB42 1EP
Peterhead Library AB42 1QD
Buchan House (Aberdeenshire Council) AB42 1QF
Greens AB42 2XE
Balmoor Stadium AB42 1EQ
Spar AB24 3GT

Crimond Crimond Medical & Community Hub AB43 8QJ
Costcutter AB43 8RE

7.2.6 Social Media

7.2.6.1 Details of the consultation were also shared in April — May 2024, in the lead up to the in-person event, via
LinkedIn. Posts can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 5: Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 5,
Appendix I, and the engagement analytics shown in Table 7.4 below.

Table 7.4 Social Media Analytics

Platform Post (Date, Account, Engagement)

LinkedIn 26 April - Salamander Project
1,105 impressions, 21 likes, 20 clicks.

10 May - Salamander Project
1,506 impressions, 17 likes, 43 clicks.

28 May - Salamander Project
1,128 impressions, 18 likes, 33 clicks.

28 May - Simply Blue Group
1,701 impressions, 19 likes, 17 clicks.

30 May - Salamander Project
1,999 impressions, 47 likes, 56 clicks.
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7.3 Engagement Tools

7.3.1.1  In line with Scottish consultation guidancel and consultation legislation, this PAC event was intended to
provide the community and key stakeholders with responses to common questions, and provide information
on how the feedback from previous consultation has been taken under consideration. The following section
outlines the engagement tools utilised to increase outreach and enable feedback to be accessible for the
community.

7.3.2  Project website

7.3.2.1  All outreach and communications for the Phase 4 PAC included a link to the project website

(www.salamanderfloatingwind.com).

7.3.2.2  Onthe project website, the information boards were available to view online, or to download as a PDF and
print at home. These information boards can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 6: Pre-Application
Consultation Report — Part 6, Appendix K.

7.3.3 Events

7.3.3.1 One in-person drop-in event was held, to allow people the opportunity to view the information boards,
which included the key feedback received at the previous PAC events, how the team has responded to this
feedback, and the main changes to the project since submitting the EIA Scoping Report, focusing on the
onshore development.

7.3.3.2 The in-person event had the same consultation information banners as those uploaded on the project
website, to ensure information was consistent between consultation formats. The information banners
presented both online and in-person can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 6: Pre-Application Consultation
Report — Part 6, Appendix K.

7.3.3.3 The event details were as shown below in Table 6-3.

7.3.3.4 The third PAC event was held at the Scottish Maritime Academy (South Rd, Peterhead AB42 2UP) on
Wednesday 29 May 2024 from 12pm to 6pm.

1 Scottish Government, Consultation Good Practice Guidance (www.gov.scot)
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Figure 7-1 In-person PAC event

7.3.3.5 A total of 25 people attended the in-person event. This included attendees from government, fisheries,
students, Aberdeenshire Council, Community Councils, representative from neighbouring projects and local
residents from the surrounding area.

7.3.3.6  In line with Scottish Planning legislation and guidance for consultation (Section 2 - Legislative Context and
Relevant Guidance), the venue selected met the accessibility standards to ensure all who attended could
participate. This included: full disabled access is available to all parts of the building with preferential
disability parking also provided, and disabled toilets with wheelchair access are also available on each floor
of the venue.

7.4 Feedback Mechanisms

7.4.1.1  While the purpose of the final PAC event was not to gather further feedback, but to show how feedback
from the previous PAC events was considered, it was still possible for participants to provide final comments
and feedback. This could be by attending the in-person event, or by sending comments to the project email
address (info@salamanderwind.com).

7.5 Feedback Summary

7.5.1.1 Table 7.5 presents the comments received from participants at the in-person PAC event. One email was
received on 9 July 2024 requesting more information about the Salamander Project’s grid connection point.
The Stakeholder Manager responded clarifying that the project has an agreement in place with SSEN
Transmission to connect into the existing overhead cable that currently runs between Peterhead and St
Fergus, and invited the stakeholder to look through the further information on the topic as presented at the
PAC3 event via the project website.
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Table 7.5 Third PAC Comments/Feedback

Powered by Orsted and
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Stakeholder Type

Question/Comment

Salamander Project Response

Aberdeenshire Council

representatives

e Asked about changes to project since EIA
Scoping stage

e Interested in extent of visual impact of
onshore development

e Expressed contentment at changes to
trenchless drilling

Verbal discussion held with

stakeholder, along with:

e Direction to information board
summarising changes made to
project since Scoping stage

e Direction to information board
presenting photomontages of
onshore development

e Sought information on key changes to the
project

Verbal discussion held with

stakeholder, along with:

e Direction to information board
summarising changes made to
project since Scoping stage

Community Council

e Salamander Offshore Wind Farm invited to
contribute to a report/briefing on all projects
and substations in the vicinity of Deer, with a
view to easing local confusion

e Details of invitation passed on to
Peterhead Developer’s Forum

e Expressed neutral opinion of project but
sought answers to diverse questions on the
details of the project’s onshore proposals

e Verbal discussion held with
stakeholder

e Asked about changes to project since EIA
Scoping stage

e Asked for an update on plans for Community
Benefit Fund; accepting of proposed
consultation timeline

Verbal discussion held with

stakeholder, summarising , along with:

e Direction to information board
summarising changes made to
project since Scoping stage

UK Government

representative

o Displayed interest in community benefit
fund.

e Indicated that local stakeholders remain
confused by the number of projects under
development in the area. Positive feedback
that the Peterhead Development Forum
website is progressing to ease this.

e Verbal discussion held with
stakeholder

General local residents
or members of the
public

e Expressed dissatisfaction at new pylons
necessary for other projects in the area;
understood they are currently unrelated to
the project

e Asked about relationship to Peterhead Hub;
pleased that ours will occupy a smaller
footprint

e Happy that offshore array is largely
comparable to Hywind in terms of visual
impact

e Pleased that our offshore array won’t be
extended beyond what is proposed for this
consent application and the equivalent
application for the offshore components.

e Verbal discussion held with
stakeholder
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Asked about benefit to community;
accepting of community benefit
proposition.

Interested in the Community Benefit Fund,
and what happens after 5 years that the
fund will be active. A perception of impact of
project still but no associated compensation.
Question on the progression of the EBI and
onshore infrastructure as the technology
progresses.

e Verbal discussion held with
stakeholder

Sought information on key changes to the
project

Passed on that one of Muir Mhor’s onshore
development site options is on the same site
as ours

Verbal discussion held with

stakeholder, along with:

e Direction to information board
summarising changes made to
project since Scoping stage

Residents of Longside

Expressed dissatisfaction with SSEN’s
Netherton Hub but accepted that
Salamander Offshore Wind Farm is unrelated
to those particular upgrades and won't
require upgrades west of A90

e Verbal discussion held with
stakeholder

Residents of Peterhead

Expressed dissatisfaction with SSEN’s
Netherton Hub but accepted that
Salamander Offshore Wind Farm is unrelated
to those particular upgrades and won't
require upgrades west of A90

e Verbal discussion held with
stakeholder

Local community group
representative

Spoke to consenting team about further
details of the onshore design

e Verbal discussion held with
stakeholder, along with direction
to information boards on the
design of the onshore
components

Representative from
neighbouring project

Sought information on our site boundary and
cable route

Verbal discussion held with

stakeholder, along with:

e Direction to the information board
presenting the site boundary and
cable routing

Verbal discussion held with

Fisheries Expressed dlssatlsfa_ctlo.n a_t fisheries stakeholder, assuring that this event
stakeholders not being invited to PAC event .
di | pertains to the onshore elements of
irectly the project, but the project is always
keen to engage directly with fisheries
stakeholders (as demonstrated
through historical engagement).
. . e Verbal discussion held with
Students Recommended the implementation of an

exclusion zone around turbines to prevent
collision risk

Indicated that there is minimal whitefish
traffic to West of array; most schools travel
South offshore then turn West into
Peterhead Port.

stakeholder
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Local Harbour

representative

Stated need for funding for harbour repairs
Queried EMF impact on offshore ecology

Stakeholder informed of planned
consultation on Community
Benefit Fund parameters, where
eligibility criteria will be defined
according to local priorities
Verbal discussion held with
Offshore Consents Manager on
potential EMF impact on offshore
ecology; stakeholder directed to
relevant chapters of the Offshore
EIAR.

Other local residents

Sought information on key changes to the
project

Passed on that one of Muir Mhor’s onshore
development site options is on the same site
as ours

Verbal discussion held with
stakeholder, along with:

Direction to information board
summarising changes made to
project since Scoping stage

Landowner

Discussion around indicative layout of the
onshore substation; stakeholder didn’t
appear to be concerned

Interested in understanding other responses
received

Discussed other, mainly larger, projects in
the area and the controversy surrounding
the Netherton Hub substation

Verbal discussion held with
stakeholder
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8 Key Feedback Summary and Conclusions
8.1 Overview

8.1.1.1 The Salamander Project Team’s ambitions for the Project’s engagement and consultation programme was
to ensure a transparent and accessible process, and ensure the Proposed Development obtains the ‘social
license to operate’ from within the local community.

8.1.1.2 The Salamander Project Team has not only met regulatory and legislative requirements, but also displayed
a beyond compliance approach, to ensure that the consultation is inclusive to the wider community.
Feedback from stakeholders and the community have been considered as part of the proposals, and the
feedback from the second round of PAC events shows while there are some remaining concerns in the
community, there is general support.

8.2 Key Feedback Summary

8.2.1.1 The feedback received between the first and second PAC events was different, which shows that initial
comments and clarifications from the first round PAC were resolved in the supplementary information
presented at the second round PAC events.

8.2.1.2 PAC3 focused on presenting the onshore development proposals share updates to local community
stakeholders regarding the Onshore Development and feedback on comments received to date. Information
presented on the day detailed the onshore infrastructure proposals, provided updates on changes to the
project since the EIA Scoping stage and summarised community feedback from the first and second PAC
events alongside the project’s response. Following some of this feedback, it also presented the onshore and
offshore elements of the project in the context of the wider environment.

8.2.1.3  Salamander will distribute a newsletter to the community on a bi-annual basis with the intention of keeping
the community informed with key project updates and upcoming consultation. The newsletter will cover a
broad range of elements but will focus on those of particular interest to the community. The ways the
newsletter will be distributed will be informed by the needs of the community; the project team has already
consulted the local council for their view on this.

8.2.1.4 The newsletter will be distributed across a wide range of outlets, both in paper format and digitally, to
maximise outreach. The first edition, distributed in April 2024, is included in Volume RP.B.3, Part 5: Pre-
Application Consultation Report — Part 5, Appendix J. It summarised the project (as of April 2024), gave an
update on progress in delivering the Community Benefit Fund, and provided an updated project
timeline. This first edition also publicised the details of the third PAC event, taking place in May 2024,
focusing on the onshore infrastructure and EBI.

8.2.1.5 The feedback from the second round PAC events were met with higher levels of engagement, with positive
sentiments towards the consultation process, and the positive impacts the Salamander Project could have
on local employment.

8.2.1.6  Common feedback between all rounds of PAC events related to specific community benefits, and concerns
about potential electromagnetic impacts from onshore cables.

8.2.1.7 Table 8-1 summarises the key topics and summary of feedback received and provides the project team’s
response to how the feedback has been considered or responded to.
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Key Topic raised

Salamander response

How will the project benefit

the community?

The Salamander Project engages with the community around the Project location, and actively seeks to

maximise the benefits brought to the community while mitigating any potentially negative impacts.

We plan to deliver a Community Benefit Fund for the local area, currently in early development. Currently

in early development, we will consult the local community in early 2024.

We also consider education to be key to the success of future renewables projects in Scotland, especially
in the development of local supply chain. The Salamander Project Team are pursuing opportunities for
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) learning outreach and would be happy to hear

from local initiatives.

Finally, we plan to distribute a to distribute a newsletter to the community on a bi-annual basis with the

intention of keeping the community informed with key project updates and upcoming consultation.

More broadly, the Salamander Project’s supply chain activity is expected to contribute £26m to

Aberdeenshire’s economy and £171m to Scotland’s economy.

What are the key changes
made to the project since

the EIA Scoping stage?

Some onshore elements of the project have evolved since we submitted our EIA Scoping Report last year,

reducing our overall footprint.

We have committed to a trenchless landfall drilling underneath the beach and foredunes to avoid digging

a trench across those habitats. The EIA Scoping Report is available for download on our website.

Our onshore design has evolved since we submitted our EIA Scoping Report last year. The footprint of the

substation and EBI remains the same, but the height of the buildings and equipment has been reduced.

The key changes to the design are, in summary:

. A reduction and refinement of the Onshore Development Area Boundary

. A reduction in the height of the buildings from <20m to < 15m

. A reduction in the height of the equipment in the exterior switchyard from < 25m to < 15m

(with lightning protection masts of <20m)

. An increase in the number of external containers for the electrical equipment for the EBI from
< 4 to < 90. Despite this increase. the installed footprint of the onshore substation and EBI

combined remains unchanged at < 30,000m?2.

. Decision taken to apply a trenchless drilling method (rather than trenched) at landfall

. A reduction in the size of the landfall compound from < 42,000m?* < 15,000m?
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Key Topic raised

Salamander response

How will the effects of the
project on the onshore

ecology be managed?

As part of the Onshore consents applications, we have undertaken an Onshore EIA which includes

assessment of any potential impacts and strategies for mitigating them, where relevant.

The key risks relating to onshore ecology and terrestrial ornithology identified for the Salamander Project
relate to both temporary and long-term habitat loss. Mitigation measures that will be applied to minimise
these risks include minimising the footprint of the Onshore Development. Further detail can be found in

Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 9: Terrestrial Ecology and Nature Conservation of the Onshore EIAR.

How does the Salamander
Project manage any
potential impacts of the
landfall and onshore
cabling on the local
environment and

landowners?

As all offshore cables for the Salamander Project will be buried underground, no adverse human health
effects in relation to exposure to electro-magnetic fields (EMF) are expected. The Salamander Project is
undertaking environmental impact assessment which will consider cumulative environmental impacts in

combination with other planned projects.

The Salamander Project’s Land and Property Manager engages regularly with all relevant landowners to

ensure any impact on neighbouring properties and land is minimal.

What will the visual impact
of the onshore

infrastructure be?

The buildings will be of a maximum height of <15 m. The equipment in the exterior switchyard will be <15
m (with lightning protection masts of <20m). Much of the onshore development is naturally screened by
the surrounding landscape. Being situated in a former commercial forestry plantation, the site also
benefits from a level of screening by the remaining trees. Furthermore, it is planned that trees will be
planted along the Western boundary of the Onshore Development Area to further screen the site,

particularly from users of the A90 road.

How will the project keep
the community in the loop

in future?

The project endeavours to reach as diverse a range of local organisations as possible in all public
engagement. For each of the four Pre-Application Consultation events held thus far, notice was made
across a number of channels — local newspapers, local distribution channels, posters in locations across
the area, social media, the project website, and word of mouth, in addition to the consultation made fully
available online via a virtual platform. A project email address (info@salamanderwind.com) is monitored
regularly, and we invite feedback from stakeholders there. We will continue this approach to ensure that

all local stakeholders can engage with the project in a way that suits them.

Salamander plans to distribute a newsletter to the community on a bi-annual basis with the intention of
keeping the community informed with key project updates and upcoming consultation. The newsletter
will cover broad range of elements but will focus on those of particular interest to the community. The
ways the newsletter will be distributed will be informed by the needs of the community; the project has
already consulted the local council for their view on this. The newsletter will be distributed across a wide
range of outlets, both in paper format and digitally, to maximise outreach. Venues will include community

centres and cafes — the project is grateful for this suggestion.

How will any long-term
environmental impacts on

marine life be mitigated?

As part of the Offshore consents application, the Salamander Project has produced an Offshore EIAR which
includes assessment of any potential impacts over the proposed lifetime of the project, and where
relevant, identification of appropriate mitigation measures. The Offshore EIAR considers all relevant

ecological receptors, including, benthic species, fish and shellfish, marine mammals and ornithology
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Key Topic raised Salamander response

receptors. This can be viewed at the Marine Scotland website (Salamander Offshore Wind Farm - Marine

Licence Application).

8.3 Further Engagement

8.3.1.1 The Salamander Project Team is committed to ensuring stakeholders and the community are kept up to date
on the progress of the Offshore and Onshore applications for the Salamander Project. The project website
(www.salamanderfloatingwind.com) will continue to be updated post-submission, and contact details made

available.

8.3.1.2  Should the Salamander Project be developed, the Salamander Project plans to deliver a Community Benefit
Fund for the local area, currently in early development. Consultation with the local community on this topic,
both directly and via the local council, planned to start in 2024. Key parameters of the fund, such as the
eligibility criteria, will be informed as far as possible by the needs and wants of the community. Examples of
eligibility criteria could be projects that satisfy renewable or climate objectives, or educational aims. The
fund will be administered by a third-party organisation to ensure impartiality from the project. The fund will
be discharged to local projects meeting the eligibility criteria that are successful in their application.

8.3.1.3 The Salamander Project considers education and engagement on marine renewable energy to be an integral
part of the fight against climate change and development of the blue economy. Moreover, we recognise the
opportunity that local and national renewables development brings in providing access and opportunity to
access Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) learning. The Salamander Project Team will
continue to engage with STEM stakeholders to this end. The Salamander Project signed a Learning
Partnership agreement with Peterhead Academy to formalise our commitment to STEM outreach; through
this, the Salamander Project Team will be available for teachers and educational staff to approach for
support, for example for lesson planning and delivery. The Salamander Project has also contributed a Letter
of Support for Score Group’s Apprenticeship Hub, which will support the training of the next generation of
local workforce to service the future offshore wind pipeline. In August 2024, Joint-Venture partner Orsted
donated a decommissioned nacelle and blade component to ASET (International Training Academy) of North
East Scotland College (NESCol) on behalf of all of their Scottish projects, including Salamander. This is
intended in part to support the college in the achievement of their practical and applied learning objectives.
Finally, the Salamander Project is actively building working relationships with key stakeholders such as the
Scottish Maritime Academy and NESCol more broadly, exploring collaboration, sponsorship and knowledge-
sharing opportunities.

8.3.1.4 The Salamander Project will continue to engage with neighbouring Community Councils as representatives
of the local community stakeholders.

8.3.1.5 The Salamander Project will respond to any public or consultee comments on the submitted application and
pertaining to the project in general.

8.4 Next Steps

8.4.1.1 In line with the requirements of EIA legislation and industry best practice, this Onshore EIAR will be made
publicly available following submission of the Onshore Development applications. Throughout the

RP.B.3.1 Pre-Application Consultation Report — Part 1 Page 52/54


https://marine.gov.scot/ml/marine-licence-construction-and-operation-generating-station-and-offshore-transmission
https://marine.gov.scot/ml/marine-licence-construction-and-operation-generating-station-and-offshore-transmission
http://www.salamanderfloatingwind.com/

N o N L]
Salamand'er Offshore Wind Farm Onshore Pre-application . Sﬂ I_A M ﬂ N [] [ H Besviarat by ik S
Consultation Report ® Simply Blue Group

[ ]

August 2024

application process stakeholder engagement will continue and there will be opportunities for public
comments.

8.4.1.2  Physical copies of this EIAR will be available to view at a local publicly accessible location, which will be stated
on the Salamander Project website at https://salamanderfloatingwind.com/.

8.4.1.3  Alternatively, an electronic copy of the EIAR including figures, annexes and associated documents will be
made available from the Salamander Project website at https://salamanderfloatingwind.com/. The Onshore

Development application documents are also available on the Aberdeenshire Council website at
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning and the Energy Consent Units website

www.energyconsents.scot/ApplicationSearch.aspx. If you wish to provide comments on the Onshore EIAR

or submit representations to Aberdeenshire Council and the ECU, these must be submitted to Aberdeenshire
Council for aspects related to the onshore substation and associated works and/or to the ECU in relation to
the EBI within the deadlines set out in the notice advertising the application and EIAR.

Please email Aberdeenshire Council at the following address: planning@aberdeenshire.gov.uk, or write to:

Planning Department
Aberdeenshire Council
Viewmount

Arduthie Road
Stonehaven

AB39 2DQ

Please email the ECU at the following address: representations@gov.scot, or write to the ECU at:

Energy Consents Unit
5 Atlantic Quay

150 Broomielaw
Glasgow

G2 8LU
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	1.2.1.4 Subsea7 is a north-east based global leader in the delivery of offshore projects and services for the evolving energy industry. Subsea7 creates sustainable value by being the industry’s partner and employer of choice in delivering the efficien...
	1.2.2 The Proposed Development
	1.2.2.1 The Applicant will combine the knowledge of the Joint Venture (JV) partnership and their experience in offshore wind energy to provide an opportunity for the local supply chain to scale-up in preparation for the commercial, GW scale opportunit...
	1.2.2.2 The Salamander Project will consist of offshore and onshore infrastructure, including an offshore generating station (wind farm), export cables to landfall, and connection to the electricity transmission network. This document is the Onshore P...
	1.2.2.3 Further information on the Proposed Development is included in Volume B2, Chapter 4: Project Description.
	1.2.2.4 At Landfall, the offshore export cable(s) will be joined to onshore export cables at the TJB(s) which will be located above MHWS. The main onshore components will include:
	1.2.2.5 The Salamander Project will include EBI alongside the OnSS to provide services to the whole energy system, which may include importing, storing and exporting energy to meet grid needs, improving grid stability and reliability, or providing add...
	1.2.2.6 Figure 1-1 and shows the boundaries related to the Onshore EIAR.


	1.3 Purpose of this Report
	1.3.1.1 The PAC Report shows how the applicant has both informed and engaged key stakeholders and the local community. It summarises feedback received and how these comments have informed the design of the Salamander Project (the Proposed Development).
	1.3.1.2 This document describes the process, events and findings from the consultation and engagement programme carried out alongside the EIA process.
	1.3.1.3 The consultation and engagement programme has been delivered by the Applicant, and ERM has prepared this PAC Report.
	1.3.1.4 The following chapters include the engagement set out, and the feedback received from stakeholders and the wider community and concludes with next steps for the Salamander Project. The Appendices in this report contain a record of all publicit...

	1.4 Engagement Programme
	1.4.1.1 Figure 1-2 outlines the engagement undertaken during the pre-application stage of the Salamander Project, up until application submission.
	1.4.2


	2 Legislative Context and Relevant Guidance
	2.1 Scottish Onshore Policy and Guidance
	2.1.1.1 The below described the relevant policy and guidance related to the engagement consultation requirements for the onshore application. For more information on wider onshore planning policy, please refer to Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 2: Legislative ...
	2.1.2 National Planning Framework 4
	2.1.2.1 The Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 came into force on 25th July 2019, and taking this into account, the draft fourth National Planning Framework (NPF4) was published in November 2021. Following extensive engagement, collaboration and consultatio...
	2.1.2.2 NPF4 identifies northeast Scotland as an area that will play a crucial role in achieving a just transition to net zero, through the development of Strategic Renewable Electricity Generation and Transmission Infrastructure (including onshore an...


	2.2 Scottish Pre-application Consultation Requirements
	2.2.1.1 The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 outline the pre-application requirements for planning applications in Scotland. The amendment made to the 2013 Regulations, as outlined in The Town an...
	2.2.1.2 The Scottish Government strongly encourages improved open and positive working relationships with stakeholders from an early stage in the planning process. Discussions at the pre application stage with stakeholders and the community will add v...
	2.2.2 Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan
	2.2.2.1 Following an extensive period of consultation, including the publication of a Main Issues Report and a Proposed Local Development Plan, Aberdeenshire Council adopted the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2023 on 13th January 2023. There are...

	2.2.3


	3 Engagement and Consultation Plan
	3.1 Engagement Approach and Methodology
	3.1.1.1 The Salamander Project Team aimed to meet regulatory requirements, best practice, and deliver a “beyond compliance” approach, which included:

	3.2 Stakeholder Mapping
	3.2.1.1 Stakeholders are mapped and reviewed on a regular basis through a Quarterly Deep Dive exercise. This exercise includes Work Package leaders across the project, including Consents. Stakeholders are reviewed for their status and level of critica...

	3.3 Consultation Area
	3.3.1.1 Figure 3-1 shows the Consultation Area used for the first two rounds of PAC events in 2023. Outreach was targeted at Crimond and Peterhead, as the most populated settlements close to the Proposed Development site. Peterhead is the nearest urba...
	3.3.1.2 Posters for the first PAC events were mounted on 23rd May 2023, two weeks in advance of the events, and can be found in Volume RP.B.3: Part 2: Pre-Application Consultation Report – Part 2, Appendix C.
	3.3.1.3 Posters for the second PAC events were mounted on 16th November 2023, just under one week in advance of the events, and can be found in Volume RP.B.3, Part 3: Pre-Application Consultation Report – Part 3, Appendix F.
	3.3.1.4 Posters for the third PAC events were mounted on 21st May 2024, 8 days ahead of the in-person PAC event, and can be found in Volume RP.B.3, Part 5: Pre-Application Consultation Report – Part 5, Appendix I.


	4 Phase 1: Pre-scoping
	4.1 Overview
	4.1.1.1 The first phase in the engagement programme (2020 - 2022) aimed to deliver introductory engagement with councils and other key stakeholders to introduce the Salamander Project, build relationships, inform the site selection process, understand...

	4.2 Stakeholder Meetings and Consultation
	4.2.1.1 This phase of engagement involved contacting key stakeholders to refine the site selection and get input into early surveys (offshore ornithology and marine mammals aerial surveys, and geophysical and environmental benthic surveys).
	4.2.1.2 The Applicant invited several stakeholders to attend the early-stage informal discussions, which took place between 2 to 8 July 2020 through video conference utilising Microsoft Teams. The aims for this phase of engagement were to:
	4.2.1.3 The stakeholders engaged during this stage included:
	4.2.1.4 Survey design workshops were held with a number of relevant stakeholders for ornithology and marine mammals in August and October 2020, with discussion on benthic surveys in December 2021.
	4.2.1.5 Further detail of site selection is detailed in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 3: Site Selection and Consideration of Alternatives of the Onshore EIAR, and related meetings with key stakeholders can be found in the onshore EIA Report, summarised in Vo...

	4.3 Outreach and Communications
	4.3.1 Project Website
	4.3.1.1 The Salamander Project website was launched on 24 August 2020, and information was progressively added over time. The website URL is: https://salamanderfloatingwind.com/



	5 Phase 2: Scoping and First Round PAC
	5.1 Overview
	5.1.1.1 The second phase of engagement (Q4 2022 – Q3 2023) included ongoing consultation with key stakeholders, as well as holding the first round of PAC events. This used a virtual consultation room which could be viewed from 5 June until 2 July 2023...

	5.2 Stakeholder Meetings
	5.2.1.1 The scoping workshops, held in November 2022, informed the Scoping Report and associated consultation. These stakeholder meetings included discussion on a range of topic areas, as shown in Section 5.2.1.2. Tailored briefing packs were sent to ...
	5.2.1.2 Topics of these workshops included:
	5.2.1.3 Stakeholders engaged with during this phase included:
	5.2.1.4 In addition to these workshops, other meetings were held with stakeholders where required as well as regularly occurring meetings with key groups to keep these stakeholders informed:
	5.2.1.5 NatureScot, SEPA, NLB and MCA were notified by email regarding the PAC events on 26th April 2023.
	5.2.1.6 Further details and comments from technical consultation meetings with key stakeholders can be found in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 5: Stakeholder Consultation, and the technical chapters of Volume ER.B.3, Chapters 7 – 18.

	5.3 Outreach and Communications
	5.3.1 Summary
	5.3.1.1 A range of communications and outreach was delivered as part of publicising the public consultation. This included posters, print and digital media notifications, emails and update of the project website.
	5.3.1.2 This section details the outreach of the project communications in the lead up to, and during, the Phase 2 consultation stage. A summary of participation is shown below in Table 5-1.

	5.3.2 Consultation Notices
	5.3.2.1 The Consultation Notice of the PAC events was published in the Press and Journal on 26 April 2023, which described the Salamander Project, identified how to provide feedback, directed people to the consultation materials online and invited peo...
	5.3.2.2 A copy of the notice was also provided to Aberdeenshire Council and MD-LOT on 26 April 2023. Statutory consultees (such as NLB, MCA, SEPA and NatureScot) were notified of the consultation on 26th April 2023. This notice was also put on the MD-...
	5.3.2.3 In accordance with Section 25B and Regulation 6, a PoAN was sent to Aberdeenshire Council on 15 May 2023, and subsequently to six neighbouring community councils on 16 May 2023. These neighbouring councils included: Buchan East, Invercain, Rat...
	5.3.2.4 These consultation notices were also uploaded to the Salamander Project website. The consultation notice can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 2: Pre-Application Consultation Report – Part 2, Appendix C.

	5.3.3 Advertising
	5.3.3.1 Press articles were published in June 2023, in the lead up to the consultation across multiple forms of print and online media. This included the Aberdeen & Grampian Chamber of Commerce, Grampian Online, Peterhead Live, Wind Systems Magazine, ...

	5.3.4 Written Communications
	5.3.4.1 Emails were sent out on 23 May 2023 to 33 key stakeholders, notifying them of the consultation, and asking them to attend the in-person events or view the consultation online and how to provide feedback.

	5.3.5 Project Website
	5.3.5.1 The Salamander Project website (https://salamanderfloatingwind.com/) was updated with the notice of the event by 30 May 2023.

	5.3.6 Posters
	5.3.6.1 A3 and A4 posters were displayed in locations listed below in Table 5-2 and Table 5-3, to advertise the in-person events. Posters are included in the Phase 2 communications materials in Volume RP.B.3, Part 2: Pre-Application Consultation Repor...
	5.3.6.2 Peterhead – All posters put up on Tuesday 23 May 2023.
	5.3.6.3 Crimond – All posters put up on Tuesday 23 May 2023.

	5.3.7 Brochures
	5.3.7.1 A5 brochures were available at the in-person PAC events, so people could take home information on the Salamander Project, including information on the location, timeline and contact information. These can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 2: Pr...

	5.3.8 Social Media
	5.3.8.1 Details of the consultation were also shared on 6 June 2023, via Simply Blue Group’s LinkedIn, X (formerly Twitter) and Instagram platforms. These posts can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 2: Pre-Application Consultation Report – Part 2, Appe...


	5.4 Engagement Tools
	5.4.1.1 In line with current best practice and stakeholder expectations, a multi-layer approach was deemed to be the most appropriate method of undertaking consultation activities. Consultation was held both online and in-person. The following section...
	5.4.2 Online Exhibition
	5.4.2.1 A virtual consultation room was set up, so those who could not attend the in-person events could still view the consultation materials and submit their feedback. The online exhibition ran from 5 June until 2 July, and was accessible at the fol...
	https://www.3dwtech.co.uk/dashboard/simplyblue/salamander-exhibition/exhibition-en/
	5.4.2.2 Based on Google Analytics of the online exhibition (as shown in Table 5-1), there were 25 visits to the page between 5 June and 2 July, with 17 of these were redirected from the project website.

	5.4.3 Events
	5.4.3.1 There were two in-person drop-in events held during the consultation period, to allow people the opportunity to view the information, ask the team questions and provide their feedback. Three hard copies of the Scoping Report were also made ava...
	5.4.3.2 The in-person events had the same consultation information banners as those used for the online exhibition, to ensure information was consistent between consultation formats. The information banners presented both online and in-person can be v...
	5.4.3.3 The event details were as shown below in Table 5-5.
	5.4.3.4 A total of 41 people who attended the in-person events registered attendance on a registration form. Twenty-seven of these were from the Peterhead event, while 14 of these were from Crimond. This attendance also included representatives from P...
	5.4.3.5 In line with Marine Scotland consultation requirements and guidance, and Scottish Planning legislation and guidance for consultation (Section 2 - Legislative Context and Relevant Guidance), the venues selected met the accessibility standards t...


	5.5 Feedback Mechanisms
	5.5.1 Questionnaire
	5.5.1.1 A questionnaire was available both online via the online exhibition, as well as printed copies available at the in-person events. The printed version of the questionnaire is available in Volume RP.B.3, Part 2: Pre-Application Consultation Repo...
	5.5.1.2 Of the 41 people who registered at the in-person events, 10 attendees also filled out the questionnaire. No surveys were completed online.

	5.5.2 Project Contact Details
	5.5.2.1 The Salamander Project’s Stakeholder and Policy Manager’s details, as well as the general Salamander Project email (info@salamanderwind.com) were included in all project communications, including the Salamander Project website and online exhib...


	5.6 Feedback Summary
	5.6.1 Who Participated?
	5.6.1.1 Figure 5-3 below summarises who participated in the PAC events, based on information from registration forms.  All 41 attendees completed a registration form at the in-person events, while 10 people filled out the full consultation questionnai...

	5.6.2 Key Comments and Concerns
	5.6.2.1 Feedback received has been collated according to question and category. Feedback (inclusive of both onshore and offshore components) is presented in Table 5-6 to Table 5-10.

	5.6.3 Consultation Review
	5.6.3.1 Five answers were received for this question as shown in Figure 5-4.
	5.6.3.2 Six answers were received for this question as shown in Figure 5-5.



	6  Phase 3: EIAR and Second Round PAC
	6.1 Overview
	6.1.1.1 The third phase of engagement (Q3 2023 – Q2 2024) included ongoing consultation with key stakeholders, as well as holding the second round of PAC events. This phase considered the outcomes of the first round PAC events feedback, Scoping Opinio...

	6.2 Stakeholder Meetings
	6.2.1.1 Stakeholder meetings were held in this stage to undertake targeted discussions and feedback. This included meetings and communications with the following stakeholders. Further details of these meetings are summarised in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter ...

	6.3 Outreach and Communications
	6.3.1 Summary
	6.3.1.1 A range of communications and outreach was delivered as part of publicising the public consultation. This included a range of printed communications (posters, brochures), print and digital media notifications, emails, and update of the project...
	6.3.1.2 This section details the outreach of the project communications in the lead up to, and during, the Phase 3 consultation stage. A summary of participation is shown below in Table 6-1.

	6.3.2 Press and Consultation Notices
	6.3.2.1 The Consultation Notice of the second PAC events was published in the Press and Journal on 3 October 2023 which described the Salamander Project, identified how to provide feedback, directed people to the consultation materials online and invi...
	6.3.2.2 A copy of the notice was also provided to Aberdeenshire Council and MD-LOT on 6 November 2023. Statutory consultees (NatureScot, NLB, MCA and SEPA) were notified of the consultation on 1 November 2023. This notice was also put on the MD-LOT we...
	6.3.2.3 These consultation notices were also uploaded to the Salamander Project website. The consultation notice can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 3: Pre-Application Consultation Report – Part 3, Appendix F.

	6.3.3 Written Communications
	6.3.3.1 On 3 November 2023, 39 stakeholders received email notification of the consultation, with information regarding the virtual consultation room and in-person events.

	6.3.4 Posters
	6.3.4.1 A3 and A4 posters were displayed in the same locations as in the first events, shown in Table 5-2 and Table 5-3, to advertise the in-person events. Posters are included in the Phase 3 consultation materials in Volume RP.B.3, Part 3: Pre-Applic...

	6.3.5 Brochures
	6.3.5.1 A4 brochures were available at the in-person PAC events, so people could take home information on the Salamander Project, including information on Project location, the project timeline and contact information. These can be viewed in Volume RP...

	6.3.6 Social Media
	6.3.6.1 Details of the consultation were also shared on 6 June 2023, via Salamander Floating Wind’s LinkedIn platform. These posts can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 3: Pre-Application Consultation Report – Part 3, Appendix F, and the engagement ana...


	6.4 Engagement Tools
	6.4.1.1 In line with current best practice and stakeholder expectations, a multi-layer approach was deemed to be the most appropriate method of undertaking consultation activities. Consultation was held both online and in-person, with additional copie...
	6.4.2 Online Exhibition
	6.4.2.1 A virtual consultation room was set up, so those who could not attend the in-person events could still view the consultation materials and submit their feedback. The online exhibition ran from 21 November until 3 December, and was accessible a...
	https://www.3dwtech.co.uk/dashboard/simplyblue/salamander-exhibition/exhibition-update/
	6.4.2.2 Based on Google Analytics of the online exhibition, there were 39 visits to the page between 21 November and 3 December, with 19 of these were redirected from the project website.

	6.4.3 Events
	6.4.3.1 There were two in-person drop-in events held during the consultation period, to allow people the opportunity to view the information, ask the team questions and provide their feedback. Three hard copies of the Scoping Report were also made ava...
	6.4.3.2 The in-person events had the same consultation information banners as those used for the online exhibition, to ensure information was consistent between consultation formats. The information banners presented both online and in-person can be v...
	6.4.3.3 The event details were as shown below in Table 6-3.
	6.4.3.4 A total of 39 people who attended the in-person events registered attendance on a registration form. Thirty-six of these were from the Peterhead event, while three of these were from Crimond. Included were two representatives from Cruden Bay C...
	6.4.3.5 In line with Marine Scotland consultation requirements and guidance, and Scottish Planning legislation and guidance for consultation (Section 2 - Legislative Context and Relevant Guidance), the venues selected met the accessibility standards t...


	6.5 Feedback Mechanisms
	6.5.1 Questionnaire
	6.5.1.1 A questionnaire was available both online via the online exhibition, as well as printed copies available at the in-person events. The printed version of the questionnaire is available in Volume RP.B.3, Part 4: Pre-Application Consultation Repo...
	6.5.1.2 Of the 39 people who registered at the in-person events, 14 attendees also filled out the questionnaire. No surveys were completed online. One feedback e-mail was received.
	6.5.1.3 Of the 39 people who registered at the in-person events, 14 attendees also filled out the questionnaire. Six surveys were completed online. Six feedback e-mails were received. A summary of the key points raised via these emails is presented wi...

	6.5.2 Project Contact details
	6.5.2.1 The Salamander Project’s Stakeholder and Policy Manager’s details, as well as the general Salamander Project email (info@salamanderwind.com) were included in all project communications, including the Salamander Project website and online exhib...


	6.6 Feedback Summary
	6.6.1 Who participated?
	6.6.1.1 Figure 6-3 below summarises who participated in the PAC events, based on information from registration forms.  All 39 attendees completed a registration form at the in-person events, while 14 people filled out the full consultation questionnai...

	6.6.2  Questionnaire Feedback
	6.6.3 Feedback Received through Other Channels
	6.6.3.1 A summary of feedback received via email and verbally conveyed at the in-person events is presented in Table 6-9 below.

	6.6.4 Consultation Review
	6.6.4.1 87% of the attendees found the quality of the information provided excellent or good, except for two participants who did not answer the question. 13 answers were received for this question (see Figure 6-4).
	6.6.4.2 All participants (of those who responded to this question) found the exhibition accessible and easy to navigate. There were no comments on how the consultation could be improved. 13 answers were received for this question, and two participants...
	6.6.4.3 These responses reflect positively on the PAC events and consultation process, and shows that information provided was generally clear for public understanding, and the virtual and in-person events were accessible as per the Scottish requireme...

	6.6.5 Changes made to the Onshore Development
	6.6.5.1 At the time of submitting the EIA Scoping Report (Salamander Wind Project Ltd (formerly Simply Blue Energy (Scotland) Ltd (SBES)) , 2023),), the Salamander Project was considering both trenched and trenchless methods for the offshore export ca...
	6.6.5.2 The above environmental impacts were also raised as points of concern from members of the public during the PAC Events that the Salamander Project held in 2023, as described in Sections 5.6.2 and 6.6.2) Further detail on this design change is ...


	6.7 Additional Engagement
	6.7.1 Socio-economic Stakeholder Questionnaire
	6.7.1.1 In response to the scoping report, the Marine Analytical Unit (MAU) requested further engagement with a wider range of interest groups was undertaken with socio-economic impacts to be the focus of some of the engagement.  The Salamander Projec...
	6.7.1.2 The consultation focused heavily on socio-cultural and distributional issues however, no responses to the questionnaire were received from these consultees Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 16: Socio-economics, Tourism and Recreation.



	7 Phase 4: Onshore EIAR and Third Round PAC
	7.1 Overview
	7.1.1.1 The fourth phase of engagement (Q2 – Q3 2024) included ongoing consultation with key stakeholders, as well as holding the third and final round of PAC events. This phase considered the outcomes of the previous PAC events feedback and other ong...

	7.2 Outreach and Communications
	7.2.1 Summary
	7.2.1.1 A range of communications and outreach was delivered as part of publicising the public consultation. This included a range of printed communications (posters, newsletters), print and digital media notifications, emails, and update of the proje...
	7.2.1.2 This section details the outreach of the project communications in the lead up to, and during, the Phase 4 consultation stage. A summary of participation is shown below in Table 7.1.

	7.2.2 Press and Consultation Notices
	7.2.2.1 The Consultation Notice of the third PAC event was published in the Press and Journal on 15 April 2024 to an audience of approximately 26,746 readers. This notice described the Salamander Project, directed people to the consultation materials ...
	7.2.2.2 A copy of the notice was also provided to Aberdeenshire Council on 14 May 2024.
	7.2.2.3 These consultation notices were also uploaded to the Salamander Project website. The consultation notice can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 5: Pre-Application Consultation Report – Part 5, Appendix I.

	7.2.3 Written Communications
	7.2.3.1 On 17 May 2024, 19 stakeholders received email notification of the consultation, with information regarding the consultation materials and in-person events.

	7.2.4 Posters
	7.2.4.1 A3 and A4 posters were displayed in the locations shown in Table 7.2, to advertise the in-person event. Posters are included with a map of the posting locations in the Phase 4 communications materials in Volume RP.B.3, Part 5: Pre-Application ...

	7.2.5 Newsletter
	7.2.5.1 A project newsletter was developed to give stakeholders and interested parties the opportunity to read a full project update, including answering frequently asked questions, an updated project timeline, details on the Community Benefit Fund, a...
	7.2.5.2 The newsletter was distributed to email addresses submitted via the registration forms at previous PAC events. Recipients were limited to those who indicated consent to receive the newsletter via the GDPR compliance check box on the registrati...
	7.2.5.3 The newsletter was distributed by hand to households in postcodes AB42 1, AB42 2 and AB42 3 between Saturday 18 May and Saturday 25 May 2024. GPS maps of this distribution are included in Volume RP.B.3, Part 5: Pre-Application Consultation Rep...
	7.2.5.4 Copies of the project newsletter were also left in community hubs and key locations on 21st May 2024, at the locations shown in Table 7.3. The Newsletter can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 5:.1 Pre-Application Consultation Report – Part 5, A...

	7.2.6 Social Media
	7.2.6.1 Details of the consultation were also shared in April – May 2024, in the lead up to the in-person event, via LinkedIn. Posts can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 5: Pre-Application Consultation Report – Part 5, Appendix I, and the engagement a...


	7.3 Engagement Tools
	7.3.1.1 In line with Scottish consultation guidance0F  and consultation legislation, this PAC event was intended to provide the community and key stakeholders with responses to common questions, and provide information on how the feedback from previou...
	7.3.2 Project website
	7.3.2.1 All outreach and communications for the Phase 4 PAC included a link to the project website (www.salamanderfloatingwind.com).
	7.3.2.2 On the project website, the information boards were available to view online, or to download as a PDF and print at home. These information boards can be viewed in Volume RP.B.3, Part 6: Pre-Application Consultation Report – Part 6, Appendix K.

	7.3.3 Events
	7.3.3.1 One in-person drop-in event was held, to allow people the opportunity to view the information boards, which included the key feedback received at the previous PAC events, how the team has responded to this feedback, and the main changes to the...
	7.3.3.2 The in-person event had the same consultation information banners as those uploaded on the project website, to ensure information was consistent between consultation formats. The information banners presented both online and in-person can be v...
	7.3.3.3 The event details were as shown below in Table 6-3.
	7.3.3.4 The third PAC event was held at the Scottish Maritime Academy (South Rd, Peterhead AB42 2UP) on Wednesday 29th May 2024 from 12pm to 6pm.
	7.3.3.5 A total of 25 people attended the in-person event. This included attendees from government, fisheries, students, Aberdeenshire Council, Community Councils, representative from neighbouring projects and local residents from the surrounding area.
	7.3.3.6 In line with Scottish Planning legislation and guidance for consultation (Section 2 - Legislative Context and Relevant Guidance), the venue selected met the accessibility standards to ensure all who attended could participate. This included: f...


	7.4 Feedback Mechanisms
	7.4.1.1 While the purpose of the final PAC event was not to gather further feedback, but to show how feedback from the previous PAC events was considered, it was still possible for participants to provide final comments and feedback. This could be by ...

	7.5 Feedback Summary
	7.5.1.1 Table 7.5 presents the comments received from participants at the in-person PAC event. One email was received on 9 July 2024 requesting more information about the Salamander Project’s grid connection point. The Stakeholder Manager responded cl...


	8 Key Feedback Summary and Conclusions
	8.1 Overview
	8.1.1.1 The Salamander Project Team’s ambitions for the Project’s engagement and consultation programme was to ensure a transparent and accessible process, and ensure the Proposed Development obtains the ‘social license to operate’ from within the loc...
	8.1.1.2 The Salamander Project Team has not only met regulatory and legislative requirements, but also displayed a beyond compliance approach, to ensure that the consultation is inclusive to the wider community. Feedback from stakeholders and the comm...

	8.2 Key Feedback Summary
	8.2.1.1 The feedback received between the first and second PAC events was different, which shows that initial comments and clarifications from the first round PAC were resolved in the supplementary information presented at the second round PAC events.
	8.2.1.2 PAC3 focused on presenting the onshore development proposals share updates to local community stakeholders regarding the Onshore Development and feedback on comments received to date. Information presented on the day detailed the onshore infra...
	8.2.1.3 Salamander will distribute a newsletter to the community on a bi-annual basis with the intention of keeping the community informed with key project updates and upcoming consultation. The newsletter will cover a broad range of elements but will...
	8.2.1.4 The newsletter will be distributed across a wide range of outlets, both in paper format and digitally, to maximise outreach. The first edition, distributed in April 2024, is included in Volume RP.B.3, Part 5: Pre-Application Consultation Repor...
	8.2.1.5 The feedback from the second round PAC events were met with higher levels of engagement, with positive sentiments towards the consultation process, and the positive impacts the Salamander Project could have on local employment.
	8.2.1.6 Common feedback between all rounds of PAC events related to specific community benefits, and concerns about potential electromagnetic impacts from onshore cables.
	8.2.1.7 Table 8-1 summarises the key topics and summary of feedback received and provides the project team’s response to how the feedback has been considered or responded to.

	8.3 Further Engagement
	8.3.1.1 The Salamander Project Team is committed to ensuring stakeholders and the community are kept up to date on the progress of the Offshore and Onshore applications for the Salamander Project. The project website (www.salamanderfloatingwind.com) w...
	8.3.1.2 Should the Salamander Project be developed, the Salamander Project plans to deliver a Community Benefit Fund for the local area, currently in early development. Consultation with the local community on this topic, both directly and via the loc...
	8.3.1.3 The Salamander Project considers education and engagement on marine renewable energy to be an integral part of the fight against climate change and development of the blue economy. Moreover, we recognise the opportunity that local and national...
	8.3.1.4 The Salamander Project will continue to engage with neighbouring Community Councils as representatives of the local community stakeholders.
	8.3.1.5 The Salamander Project will respond to any public or consultee comments on the submitted application and pertaining to the project in general.

	8.4 Next Steps
	8.4.1.1 In line with the requirements of EIA legislation and industry best practice, this Onshore EIAR will be made publicly available following submission of the Onshore Development applications. Throughout the application process stakeholder engagem...
	8.4.1.2 Physical copies of this EIAR will be available to view at a local publicly accessible location, which will be stated on the Salamander Project website at https://salamanderfloatingwind.com/.
	8.4.1.3 Alternatively, an electronic copy of the EIAR including figures, annexes and associated documents will be made available from the Salamander Project website at https://salamanderfloatingwind.com/. The Onshore Development application documents ...
	Please email Aberdeenshire Council at the following address: planning@aberdeenshire.gov.uk, or write to:
	Please email the ECU at the following address: representations@gov.scot, or write to the ECU at:
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