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Glossary 

Term Definition 

Applicant Salamander Wind Project Company Limited (formerly called Simply 
Blue Energy (Scotland) Limited), a joint venture between Ørsted, 
Simply Blue Group and Subsea7. 

Energy Balancing 
Infrastructure 
(EBI) 

Energy Balancing Infrastructure which will provide services to the 
electrical grid, such as storing energy to meet periods of peak demand 
and improving overall reliability, as well as additional services such as 
system monitoring and computing. EBI will be housed within buildings 
and / or containers which will be co-located with the Onshore 
Substation (OnSS). 

EIA Regulations The regulations that apply to the Onshore Development are the 
Electricity Works (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and the Town and 
Country Planning (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017. 

Environmental 
Impact 
Assessment (EIA) 

A statutory process by which the potential significant effects of certain 
projects must be assessed before a formal decision to proceed can be 
made. It involves the collection and consideration of environmental 
information, which fulfils the assessment requirements of the EIA 
Regulations including the publication of an Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR). 

Environmental 
Impact 
Assessment 
Report (EIAR) 

A document reporting the findings of the EIA and produced in 
accordance with the EIA Regulations. 

Impact An impact is considered to be the change to the baseline as a result of 
an activity or event related to the Salamander Project. Impacts can be 
both adverse or beneficial impacts on the environment and be either 
temporary or permanent. 

Landfall The generic term applied to the entire landfall corridor between Mean 
Low Water Spring (MLWS) tide and the Transition Joint Bay (TJB) 
inclusive of all construction works, including the offshore export cable 
corridor, and landfall compound, where the offshore cables come 
ashore north of Peterhead. 

Landfall 
Compound Area of 
Search 

The area within which the landfall compound will be located. The 
Landfall Compound Area of Search boundary has been defined for the 
purposes of undertaking EIA, ensuring that the EIA is based on a 
realistic worst-case design scenario to allow for further site 
optioneering to take place. 

Onshore 
Development 

The entire Onshore Development above MLWS, including compounds at 
the Landfall, temporary working areas, Onshore Export Cables, 
Transition Joint Bay, Joint Bays, Onshore Substation and Energy 
Balancing Infrastructure, Construction Compounds, any associated 
landscaping (if required) and access (and all other associated 
infrastructure) across all Project phases of the Onshore Development 
from construction to decommissioning, for which the Applicant is 
seeking consent. 

Onshore 
Development Area 

The total area comprising the Landfall, Onshore Export Cable Corridor, 
and Onshore Substation, EBI and associated infrastructure. 

Onshore Export 
Cable Corridor 

The area within which the Onshore Export Cables will be located, as 
well as temporary Construction Compounds which includes haul road, 
excavated material and storage areas. 

Onshore 
Substation 

The electrical components for transforming the power supplied from the 
Salamander Project to 132 kV and to adjust the power quality and  
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Term Definition 

Any physical, biological or anthropogenic element of the environment that 
may be affected or impacted by the Salamander Project. Receptors can 
include natural features such as rivers, forests and wildlife habitats as 
well as man-made features like residential areas, schools and cultural 
heritage sites. 

Salamander 
Project 

The proposed Salamander Offshore Wind Farm. The term covers all 
elements of both the offshore and onshore aspects of the project. 

Scoping An early part of the EIA process by which the key potential significant 
impacts of the Salamander Project are identified, and methodologies 
identified for how these should be assessed. This process gives the 
relevant authorities and key consultees opportunity to comment and 
define the scope and level of detail to be provided as part of the EIAR – 
which can also then be tailored through the consultation process. 

Scoping Area The area considered at the scoping stage. Onshore this included the 
Landfall area, Onshore Export Cable, Onshore Substation, EBI as well 
as associated works areas, infrastructure, and access road. 

Survey Area The Onshore Scoping Area plus 500 m survey buffer. 

Wider Area The area from which additional anecdotal bird records was recorded, 
outside of the Onshore Scoping Area plus 500m survey buffer. 

power factor, as required to meet the UK Grid Code for supply to the 
National Grid.

Receptor 
(Onshore) 
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
The Applicant, Salamander Wind Project Company Ltd. (SWPC), a joint venture (JV) 
partnership between Ørsted, Simply Blue Group and Subsea7, is proposing the 
development of the Salamander Offshore Wind Farm (hereafter ‘Salamander Project’). 
The Salamander Project will consist of the installation of a floating offshore wind farm 
(up to 100 megawatts (MW) capacity) approximately 35 kilometres (km) east of 
Peterhead. The Salamander Project will consist of both offshore and onshore 
infrastructure, including an offshore generating station (wind farm), export cables to 
landfall, and connection to the electricity transmission network. The onshore aspects 
include an Onshore Substation, and access road, onshore cabling, Energy Balancing 
Infrastructure (including battery storage), landfall area and associated infrastructure 
(please see Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 4: Project Description for details on the 
Salamander Project Design).  

To inform the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) for the onshore aspects 
of the Salamander Project, Environmental Resources Management Ltd (ERM) was 
commissioned by SWPC to undertake the onshore ornithology work required for an EIA. 

This annex to the EIAR presents the results of surveys conducted to gather information 
on potential breeding Terrestrial Ornithology receptors in the vicinity of the onshore 
components of the Salamander Project, referred to as the Onshore Development Area.  

This report should be read alongside and in consideration of Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 
8: Terrestrial Ornithology.  

1.2 PURPOSE 
The primary purpose of this report is to support the Onshore Development of the 
Salamander Project satisfying the requirements of the Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and The Electricity 
Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017. This report 
presents the findings of breeding bird surveys undertaken between April 2023 and July 
2023. The surveys were conducted to collect baseline information on the breeding bird 
interest in the area of the onshore infrastructure to inform the EIAR.  

1.3 PLANNING AND POLICY CONTEXT 
The preparation of Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 8: Terrestrial Ornithology, together with 
this Annex, has been informed by the following policy, legislation, and guidance. 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 provides protection to species and habitats. The 
Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 amends the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
in Scotland.  
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All wild birds receive general protection to their nest and eggs under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)1. Some species receive enhanced statutory 
protection due to their listing in Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. It 
is an offence to disturb a Schedule 1 species while it is building a nest or is in, on, or 
near a nest containing eggs or young.  

There are obligations within the Birds Directive 19792 relating both to protection of 
species and maintenance of habitats. Birds on Annex 1 to the Birds Directive, regularly 
occurring migratory species, and birds on Schedule 1 to the Wildlife & Countryside Act 
are recognised in statute as requiring special conservation measures. 

The Scottish Biodiversity List (SBL)3 is a list of species and habitats of particular 
importance for the conservation of biodiversity in Scotland. As part of their biodiversity 
duty, public bodies in Scotland are required to further the conservation of biodiversity 
and in particular to consider those species on the Scottish Biodiversity List. 

A number of bird species have been highlighted in non-statutory lists as Priority Species 
of Conservation Concern in the United Kingdom. This includes those listed in Birds of 
Conservation Concern (BOCC) 5: and Priority Species listed in the UK Biodiversity Action 
Plan4. Stanbury et al. (2021)5 assigns all birds according to three categories: 

• Red List Species - those birds whose populations or range is rapidly declining 
(recently or historically), and those of global conservation concern; 

• Amber List Species - those birds whose populations are in moderate decline, rare 
breeders, internationally important and localised species and those of an 
unfavourable conservation status in Europe; and 

• Green List Species - those other birds occurring in the United Kingdom not included 
in the Red or Amber Lists above.  

• Further details of the BoCC appraisal can be found in Stanbury et al. (2021).  

Relevant wildlife and countryside legislation along with regional planning policy guidance 
is outlined in Table 1-1. 

 
1 UK Government Legislation (1981). Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Available at: 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/contents. 
2 European Commission. The Birds Directive. Available at: 
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-
andbiodiversity/birdsdirective_en#:~:text=For%20threatened%20bird%20species%2C%20Memb
er,of%20wetlands%20of%20international%20importance  
3 Scottish Biodiversity List (2005). Available at: 
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nature.scot%2Fsites%
2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2022-
04%2FScottish%2520Biodiversity%2520List.xls&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK.  
4 JNCC (1994). UK Biodiversity Action Plan. Available at: https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/uk-bap/. 
5 Stanbury, A.J., Eaton, M.A., Aebischer, N.J., Balmer, D., Brown, A.F., Douse, A., Lindley, P., 
McCulloch, N., Noble, D.G. & Win, I. (2021) The status of our bird populations: the fifth Birds of 
Conservation Concern in the United Kingdom, Channel Islands and Isle of Man and second IUCN 
Red List assessment of extinction risk for Great Britain. British Birds, 114, 723-747 

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-andbiodiversity/birdsdirective_en#:%7E:text=For%20threatened%20bird%20species%2C%20Member,of%20wetlands%20of%20international%20importance
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-andbiodiversity/birdsdirective_en#:%7E:text=For%20threatened%20bird%20species%2C%20Member,of%20wetlands%20of%20international%20importance
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-andbiodiversity/birdsdirective_en#:%7E:text=For%20threatened%20bird%20species%2C%20Member,of%20wetlands%20of%20international%20importance
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nature.scot%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2022-04%2FScottish%2520Biodiversity%2520List.xls&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nature.scot%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2022-04%2FScottish%2520Biodiversity%2520List.xls&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nature.scot%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2022-04%2FScottish%2520Biodiversity%2520List.xls&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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TABLE 1-1: POLICY, LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE RELEVANT TO THE TERRESTRIAL 
ORNITHOLOGY ASSESSMENT 

Relevant policy, legislation, and guidance 

Policy 

Scotland’s biodiversity: a route map to 2020 (Scottish Government, 2015)  

Scotland’s biodiversity strategy to 2045: tackling the nature emergency (Scottish 
Government, 2022a) 

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4)  

Aberdeenshire Council Local Development plan January 2023  

Legislation  

European Directive 92/43/EC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Flora (the 
‘Habitats Directive’) 

European Directive 2009/147/EC on the Conservation of Wild Birds (the ‘Birds Directive’) 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 
2004 

Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2011 

The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994  

The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c) Amendment Scotland Regulations 2007 

Nature Conservation Scotland Act 2004  

Guidance 

Planning for Natural Heritage: Planning Advice Note 60 (2000) 

Environmental Impact Assessment handbook, version 5 (Historic Environment Scotland and 
Scottish Natural Heritage (now NatureScot), 2018) 

Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA) in the United Kingdom (UK) and Ireland 
(Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM), 2018) 

Guidance - Assessment and mitigation of impacts of power lines and guyed meteorological 
masts on birds (Scottish National Heritage (now NatureScot), 2016) 

Recommended bird survey methods to inform impact assessment of onshore wind farms 
(Scottish National Heritage (now NatureScot), 2017).  

Assessing Connectivity with Special Protection Areas (SPAs) (Scottish National Heritage 
(now NatureScot), 2016).  

Guidance – Disturbance Distances in selected Scottish Bird Species (NatureScot, 2022). 

Further details on the requirements for EIA are presented in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 
2: Legislative Context and Regulatory Requirements. 

1.4 CONSULTATION 
Consultation is a key part of the application process. It has played an important part in 
developing a baseline characterisation and impact assessment that is appropriate to the 
scale of development as well as meeting the requirements of the regulators and their 
advisors. 
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An overview of the Salamander Project consultation process is outlined in Volume 
ER.B.2, Chapter 5: Stakeholder Engagement. Consultation regarding the breeding 
bird surveys for onshore aspects of the Salamander Project has been conducted through 
email with advisory authorities to reach agreement that the survey methodology and 
impact assessment are conducted appropriately.  

The topics discussed during consultation specific to the breeding bird surveys for onshore 
aspects of the Salamander Project are outlined in Table 1-2.  

TABLE 1-2: CONSULTATION RESPONSES SPECIFIC TO THE BREEDING BIRD SURVEYS 
FOR ONSHORE ASPECTS OF THE SALAMANDER PROJECT 

Consultee Date and Forum  Topic and Agreements 

NatureScot Consultation on proposed 
methodology. 
Salamander sent initial email on 13 
March 2023. Initial email response 
received from NS on 21 March 
2023. 

NatureScot was consulted on the 
proposed breeding bird survey 
methodology. NatureScot had no 
comments on the methodology 
other than that if Salamander were 
minded to deviate from NatureScot 
guidance, they should set out why 
this is, in relation to the proposal 
and site-specific factors. 

RSPB Scotland Consultation on proposed 
methodology.  
Salamander sent initial email on 13 
March 2023. Initial email response 
received from RSPB Scotland on 21 
March 2023. 

RSPB was consulted on the 
proposed breeding bird survey 
methodology. The comment on the 
methodology from RSPB Scotland 
was that they recommend 
Salamander follow NS guidance for 
surveys.  

1.5 STUDY AREA 
Two study areas (one for desk-based research and another for field-based ornithology 
surveys) were identified to understand the ornithological features associated with the 
Ecological Zone of Influence (EZoI) within and surrounding the Onshore Development 
Area. Defined in The Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management 
(CIEEM) Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA) guidelines6, the EZoI of a project is the 
area in which ecological or ornithological features have the potential to be impacted by 
the proposed development. As different species of birds hold different sized territories, 
forage over different distances and are sensitive to different levels of disturbance, the 
EZoI differs for different bird species. 

1.5.1 DESK-BASED STUDY AREA 
For the desk study of sites designated for breeding birds surrounding the Onshore 
Scoping Area, due to the abundance of breeding tern (Sternidae) within the north-east 
of Scotland, data was gathered on relevant Internationally or European statutory 
protected sites, as well as nationally protected SSSI’s within 30 km (based on mean 

 
6 CIEEM (2018). Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland: Terrestrial, 
Freshwater, Coastal and Marine. Version 1.1. Available online at: https://cieem.net/wp-
content/uploads/2018/08/ECIA-Guidelines-2018-Terrestrial-Freshwater-Coastal-and-Marine-
V1.1.pdf (Accessed November 2022).  
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foraging ranges for sandwich tern (Thalasseus sandvicensis), common tern (Sterna 
hirundo) and little tern (Sternula albifrons))7,8,9. It is acknowledged that sandwich terns 
in particular can have larger foraging ranges than 30 km10, but these are typically in 
relation to distances travelled offshore.  

Other designated nationally or locally protected statutory sites for breeding birds were 
searched for within 30 km and non-statutory sites within 5 km. 

1.5.2 SURVEY AREAS 
The Onshore Development Area had not been confirmed when field surveys or desk-
based surveys commenced. The Survey Area for breeding bird surveys was therefore 
defined on the basis of the Onshore Scoping Area as defined in the Salamander EIA 
Scoping Report (SBES, 2023), shown in Figure 1-1.  

A 500 m survey buffer was added to the Onshore Scoping Area to account for breeding 
birds which may be impacted by displacement or habitat loss as a result of the Onshore 
Development. The Onshore Scoping Area plus the 500 m buffer is hereafter referred to 
as the ‘Survey Area’. The Survey Area covers both inland and coastal areas of 
predominantly onshore habitat for birds although observations of birds from the 
intertidal area and 500 m buffer were also recorded. Suitable breeding habitat for birds 
within the Onshore Scoping Area includes agricultural fields, barren grassland fields, 
woodland, hedgerows, and dune grassland. Where relevant, records from outside the 
500 m buffer and in the wider area were made to provide additional context on the 
abundance and distribution of key species outside the Survey Area.  

Upon completion of the breeding bird surveys across the Survey Area, the Onshore 
Development Area for the Salamander Project was confirmed. All field survey data was 
subsequently geo-filtered to identify records within the confirmed Onshore Development 
Area and a surrounding 500 m buffer as well as any important records outside the 
confirmed Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer.  

The Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer which the breeding bird survey results 
were geo-filtered by is shown in Figure 1-2. 

 
7 van Bemmelen, R.S.A., Courtens, W., Collier, M.P. and Fijn, R.C., 2022. Sandwich Terns in the 
Netherlands in 2019-2021. Distribution, behaviour, survival and diet in light of (future) offshore 
wind farms, Rapport, pp.21-310. 
8 Fijn, R.C., de Jong, J., Courtens, W., Verstraete, H., Stienen, E.W.M. and Poot, M.J.M., 2017. GPS-
tracking and colony observations reveal variation in offshore habitat use and foraging ecology of 
breeding Sandwich Terns. Journal of Sea Research, 127, pp.203-211. 
9 Eglington, S. and Perrow, M.R., 2014. Literature review of tern (Sterna & Sternula spp.) foraging 
ecology. ECON Ecological Consultancy Limited. 
10 NatureScot (2023). Guidance Note 3: Guidance to support Offshore Wind applications: Marine 
Birds - Identifying theoretical connectivity with breeding site Special Protection Areas using 
breeding season foraging ranges. 
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FIGURE 1-1: SALAMANDER ORNITHOLOGY BREEDING BIRD SURVEY AREA 
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FIGURE 1-2: ONSHORE DEVELOPMENT AREA PLUS 500 M BUFFER 



  
 

CLIENT: Salamander Wind Project Company Limited. 

PROJECT NO: 0689625 DATE: 16 August 2024 VER SION: 1.0 Page 8 

SALAMANDER OFFSHORE WIND FARM ONSHORE EIA REPORT 
 

METHODOLOGY 

2. METHODOLOGY 

2.1 DESK STUDY  
A preliminary desk-based baseline data review included information from online freely 
downloadable datasets which were searched for information on statutory and non-
statutory designated sites surrounding the Onshore Development Area as well as review 
of data from The North East Scotland Biological Records Centre (NESBREC)11. NESBREC 
data was reviewed within 2 km of the Onshore Scoping Area. Only records within the last 
10 years were reviewed.  

For designated sites, nationally or locally protected statutory sites within 30 km were 
assessed, and for non-statutory sites a 5 km distance from the Onshore Development 
Area was used. The qualifying features of each site identified within the respective 
search radii were obtained from the NatureScot Site Link Portal or local council 
information, where available. Where measurements are presented in the findings, these 
provide the distance of the designated area from the closest point of the Onshore 
Development Area. The search results focused on sites designated for breeding birds 
only. The results from the search are presented in Figure 3-1. 

Information from NatureScot publications on relevant ornithological features from 
designated sites was analysed and used to gain further understanding of the baseline for 
the site.  

2.2 FIELD SURVEYS  
The breeding bird survey methodology was set out with guidance and approval from 
NatureScot and the RSPB, as outlined in Table 1-2.  

The breeding bird walkover surveys were informed by NatureScot’s guidance on surveys 
for power lines12 and onshore wind farms13. The breeding bird survey method was based 
on a scaled down Common Birds Census (CBC)14 approach, including the use of standard 
British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) species and behaviour codes. Four survey visits were 
undertaken between April 2023 and July 2023 (Table 2-1). 

As stated in Section 1.5, surveys focused on areas of suitable habitat within the 
Onshore Scoping Area, plus a 500 m buffer to account for birds which may be impacted 
by displacement or habitat loss from the Onshore Development. 

Suitable breeding habitat that was surveyed included farmland, dune and neutral 
grassland, coniferous plantation, hedgerows and scrub, running water and field margins. 
The survey approach followed the latest wind farm guidance that indicates that breeding 

 
11 http://www.nesbrec.org.uk. Available online, accessed August 2023 
12 NatureScot (2016). Guidance - Assessment and mitigation of impacts of power lines and guyed 
meteorological masts on birds 
13 NatureScot (2017). Recommended bird survey methods to inform impact assessment of onshore 
wind farms. SNH: Inverness.  
14 Marchant, J.H. (1983). BTO Common Birds Census instructions. BTO, Tring. 
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bird surveys in areas of arable land and plantation woodland are generally not required15. 
Thus, the Survey Area focused on other habitats, although records were made from 
plantation woodland edge and within arable fields when recorded from field boundaries 
or adjacent habitats.  

During each visit an observer walked at a steady pace along pre-defined routes which 
passed within 50 m of every point at the site, passing along hedgerows and close by 
areas of thick vegetation. When surveying in farmland, care was taken to avoid 
damaging crops and hedgerows. If there was no path next to a hedge that had to be 
surveyed, the best alternative was the first set of tractor wheel tracks (tramlines). 
Coverage was as even as possible, but more time was allowed for areas where bird 
density was higher. A different route was taken on each visit and no surveying was 
undertaken in adverse weather conditions, e.g. high wind, precipitation, low cloud – 
when a lower number of birds would be expected to be in flight or when poor visibility 
would impede recording.   

The species and activity of all birds encountered was recorded electronically using the 
standard BTO codes for species and behaviour. Special attention was made to record the 
age and sex of each bird (where possible), the location of any nests and the location of 
any individuals heard or seen singing simultaneously. Using the ArcGIS Field Maps 
application installed on tablets, all species encountered were mapped electronically for 
each visit. Surveyors also recorded weather conditions, individual field crop type or as 
well as any disturbance events (see Section 2.2).   

All bird surveys were undertaken by experienced and competent ecologists/ornithologists 
who were able to identify birds visually and from their calls (see Section 2.4 for details 
on survey personnel). Furthermore, the surveyors were competent in the survey method 
and identification of suitable nesting/foraging habitat and nesting/territorial behaviours.  

Analysis of the final dataset was undertaken to produce a list of breeding birds 
throughout the Survey Area and a map of bird locations. This included grouping areas of 
multiple registrations of species into territories (confirmed, probable and possible), to 
give a final map of breeding bird territories on the site.  Waders recorded within 500 m of 
each other were assessed to be from the same pair (as per guidance in Gilbert et al., 
199816). 

Four dedicated breeding bird surveys were carried out by ERM between April 2023 and 
July 2023 within the Survey Area (see Figure 1-1). Dates of each survey visit can be 
found in Table 2-1. 

 
15 NatureScot (2017). Recommended bird survey methods to inform impact assessment of onshore 
wind farms. SNH: Inverness.  
16 Gilbert, G., Gibbons, D.W. and Evans, J., 1998. Bird Monitoring Methods: a manual of techniques 
for key UK species. RSPB. 
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TABLE 2-1: SALAMANDER PROJECT BREEDING BIRD SURVEY SCHEDULE 2023 

Survey 
Visit 

Date 2023 Survey start - end time High water - low water 
time 

Sunrise – sunset time Weather Average 

1 17/04 – 
20/04 

17/04 – 11:30 – 16:00 
18/04 – 08:52 – 18:00 
19/04 – 07:30 – 16:56 
20/04 – 07:59 – 16:00 

17/04 – 11:35 – 18:05 
18/04 – 12:25 – 18:47 
19/04 – 13:09 – 19:25 
20/04 – 13:50 – 20:00 

17/04 – 05:50 – 20:21 
18/04 – 05:48 – 20:23 
19/04 – 05:45 – 20:26 
20/04 – 05:45 – 20:28 

17/04 - 9°C. dry, moderate breeze, 
north-west wind, mostly cloudy, cloud 
height 150-500 m, good visibility. 
18/04 - 10°C, dry, moderate breeze, 
north-west wind, sky completely 
cloudy, cloud heigh greater than 500 
m, good visibility.  
19/04 - 9°C. dry, light breeze, west 
wind, sky completely cloudy, cloud 
heigh greater than 500 m, good 
visibility. 
20/04 - 10°C. dry, light breeze, south 
wind, mostly cloudy, cloud heigh 
greater than 500 m, good visibility. 

2 15/05 – 
18/05 

15/05 – 14:19 – 17:25 
16/05 – 07:47 – 16:47 
17/05 – 06:45 – 17:35 
18/05 – 08:41 – 16:18 

15/05 – 10:10 – 16:44 
16/05 – 11:08 – 17:35 
17/05 – 12:00 – 05:52 
18/05 – 12:47 – 06:33 

15/05 – 04:44 – 21:41 
16/05 – 04:42 – 21:23 
17/05 – 04:40 – 21:25 
18/05 – 04:38 – 21:27 

15/05 - 11°C, dry, light-moderate 
breeze, south-east wind, sky half 
cloudy, cloud height 150-500 m, good 
visibility. 
16/05 - 11°C, dry, light-moderate 
breeze, south-east wind, mostly 
cloudy, cloud height 150-500 m, good 
visibility. 
17/05 - 9°C, dry, light breeze, north-
east wind, sky completely cloudy, cloud 
height 150-500 m, good visibility. 
18/05 - 11°C, dry, calm-light breeze, 
north wind, sky completely cloudy, 
cloud height 150-500 m, good 
visibility. 

3 19/06 – 
22/06 

19/06 – 12:05 – 17:00 
20/06 – 08:30 – 17:00 

19/06 – 14:44 – 20:29 
20/06 – 16:02 – 09:38 

19/06 – 04:07 – 22:09 
20/06 – 04:07 – 22:09 

19/06 - 16°C, dry, moderate-high 
wind, north wind, sky half cloudy, 
cloud height 150-500 m, good 
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Survey 
Visit 

Date 2023 Survey start - end time High water - low water 
time 

Sunrise – sunset time Weather Average 

21/06 – 08:36 – 17:00 
22/06 – 08:30 – 16:15 

21/06 – 16:02 – 09:38 
22/06 – 16:41 – 10:17 

21/06 – 04:08 – 22:09 
22/06 – 04:08 – 22:09 

visibility. 
20/06 - 14°C, light drizzle, light 
breeze, north wind, mostly cloudy, 
cloud height 150-500 m, good 
visibility. 
21/06 - 15°C, dry, calm, east wind, sky 
half cloudy, cloud height 150-500 m, 
good visibility. 
22/06 - 16°C, dry, calm-light breeze, 
east wind, mostly cloudy, cloud height 
greater than 500 m, good visibility. 

4 17/07 – 
20/07 

17/07 – 13:30 – 17:15 
18/07 – 09:00 – 18:30 
19/07 – 08:58 – 17:00 
20/07 – 09:01 – 15:00 

17/07 – 13:43 – 19:37 
18/07 – 14:32 – 08:08 
19/07 – 15:08 – 08:44 
20/07 – 15:42 – 09:19 

17/07 – 04:32 – 21:54 
18/07 – 04:33 – 21:42 
19/07 – 04:35 – 21:51 
20/07 – 04:37 – 21:49 

17/07 - 16°C, light drizzle, light-
moderate breeze, south-east wind, 
mostly cloudy, cloud height 150-500 
m, good visibility. 
18/07 - 13°C, light drizzle, light 
breeze, north-east wind, mostly cloudy, 
cloud height greater than 500 m, good 
visibility. 
19/07 - 14°C, light drizzle, moderate 
breeze, south-east wind, mostly 
cloudy, cloud height 150-500 m, good 
visibility. 
20/07 - 13°C, light drizzle, light-
moderate breeze, south-east wind, 
mostly cloudy, cloud height greater 
than 500 m, good visibility. 
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2.2.1 DISTURBANCE EVENTS 
Human-induced disturbance events were recorded if they occurred during field surveys 
on site to gain an understanding of existing levels of disturbance within the region of the 
proposed onshore works. It should be noted that disturbance events were not actively 
surveyed for and were noted as incidental recordings during bird surveys.  

Disturbance events were defined as those that could potentially have a negative impact 
on the natural way ornithological receptors would use the land for breeding. Such events 
include: 

• Walkers (including dogs); 

• Vehicles;  

• Shooting; and 

• Offshore vessels. 

2.3 LIMITATIONS 
Due to access limitations, it was not possible to access the entire Survey Area. This was 
primarily due to grazing livestock, particularly cattle. However inaccessible areas were 
fully visible from adjacent areas and few individual birds would have been overlooked. 

It was occasionally necessary to temporarily suspend and resume surveys to take 
account of changes in visibility, e.g., fluctuations in the cloud base, passing rain showers 
or for the surveyors to rest.  

All breeding bird surveys were limited to the daytime. No nocturnal survey for owls or 
other crepuscular or nocturnal species were undertaken. Desk study data searches did 
not identify any records of crepuscular or nocturnal species within the onshore scoping 
area and field surveys did not record suitable breeding habitat. Given the lack of suitable 
breeding habitat and existing levels of human disturbance, it is unlikely that crepuscular 
or nocturnal species breed within the Onshore Scoping Area but this cannot be ruled out. 

2.4 SURVEY PERSONNEL  
All survey work and reporting was overseen by Peter Wright BSc Biology of Plants and 
Animals, MSc Environmental Resource Assessment, MCIEEM. Peter is a Consultant 
Technical Director at ERM with 17+ years’ experience in environmental consenting 
services. Peter is an experienced field ecologist and has undertaken a range of bird 
surveys and collision risk assessments and is a volunteer WeBS surveyor.  

The bird surveys were led by Richard Moore and Aaron Nugent. Richard Moore, BSc 
Wildlife Conservation with Zoo Biology, MSc Primate Behaviour and Conservation, is a 
Managing Technical Consultant Ecologist at ERM with 7+ years’ experience in 
environmental consenting services. Richard is a volunteer Breeding Birds and WeBS 
surveyor with a trainee bird ringing permit from the BTO. Aaron Nugent, BSc Biology, is a 
Consultant Ecologist at ERM with 2+ years’ experience in environmental consenting 
services. Aaron is a qualifying CIEEM member and is in the process of obtaining 
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associate (ACIEEM) membership status. Aaron has experience in consultancy and 
voluntary bird surveys as well as ringing. 

Surveys were supported by either Richard or Aaron if they were to accompany each 
other on site, or Rebekah Brown (ERM Consultant) or Emma Anderson (ERM Consultant 
Ornithologist and JNCC Seabird Volunteer).  

3. RESULTS 

3.1 DESK STUDY 

3.1.1 STATUTORY DESIGNATED SITES  
The location of all statutory and non-statutory designated sites with breeding bird 
interest discussed in this section are presented in Figure 3-1. 

Internationally or European Protected Sites 

Loch of Strathbeg SPA/Ramsar Site 

Loch of Strathbeg SPA/Ramsar Site is composed of a shallow, nutrient rich freshwater 
loch with surrounding wetland, dune and grassland communities and is located 
approximately 7.8 km north of the Onshore Development Area. It provides wintering 
habitat for several important wetland bird species, particularly wintering wildfowl. 

Loch of Strathbeg SPA/Ramsar Site is designated for supporting breeding populations of 
sandwich tern (1985 to 1990 an average of 280 pairs, 2.0% of the GB population). 

Buchan Ness to Collieston Coast SPA  

Buchan Ness to Collieston Coast SPA is a stretch of south-east facing cliff in 
Aberdeenshire, 5.4 km south of the Onshore Development Area. The site is designated 
for supporting breeding seabirds, including northern fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis), 
guillemot (Uria aalge), herring gull (Larus argentatus), kittiwake (Uria aalge) and shag 
(Phalacrocorax aristotelis).  

Ythan Estuary, Sands of Forvie and Meikle Loch SPA/Ythan Estuary and Meikle Loch 
Ramsar 

Between the SPA and Ramsar, the sites cover a complex area in the north-east of 
Scotland that contains the long, narrow estuary of the River Ythan, the Sands of Forvie 
on the east bank of the estuary; the eutrophic Meikle Loch and a marine component 
covering the area between Aberdeen and Cruden Bay to the north.  

Ythan Estuary, Sands of Forvie and Meikle Loch SPA is located 13.4 km south of the 
Onshore Development Area, whilst the Ythan Estuary and Meikle Loch Ramsar Site is 
located 20 km to the south but within the SPA. Both SPA and Ramsar sites are 
designated for regularly supporting breeding populations of sandwich tern (1989 to 
1991, up to 1125 pairs, up to 7% of the GB population); common tern (1989 to 1993, 
up to 265 pairs, up to 2% of the GB population); and little tern (1989 to 1993, up to 41 
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pairs, up to 2% of the GB population). The marine component, immediately offshore of 
the terrestrial area forms the foraging zone for both sandwich terns and little terns.  

Troup, Pennan and Lion’s Head SPA 

The SPA is located 25.7 km north-west of the Onshore Development Area and supports 
over 20,000 individual breeding seabirds. In 1995 the site supported about 150,000 
individual seabirds of 9 species, including internationally important breeding populations 
of the migratory species kittiwake (31,600 pairs in 1995; 6% of the British population 
and 1% of the total population of the sub-species Rissa tridactyla tridactyla), guillemot 
(44,600 individuals in 1995; 4% of the British and 1% of total population of the sub-
species U. a. aalge and U. a. albionis), northern fulmar (4,400 pairs), herring gull (4,200 
pairs; 2% of the British breeding population), and razorbill (4,800 individuals). 

Nationally Protected Sites 

Loch of Strathbeg SSSI 
The Loch of Strathbeg SSSI is located approximately 6 km south of the Onshore Development Area 
and contains the Loch of Strathbeg SPA/Ramsar Site within it.  

It is designated for the same assemblage of wintering and non-breeding bird species as 
the Loch of Strathbeg SPA/Ramsar Site. 

Bullers of Buchan Coast SSSI  

This SSSI is part of the Buchan Ness to Collieston Coast SPA and comprises the sea cliffs 
and coastal strip from Buchan Ness, in Aberdeenshire, approximately 7.4 km south of 
the Onshore Development Area. The site is designated for breeding seabirds including 
nationally important populations of guillemot, kittiwake and shag. 

Collieston to Whinnyfold Coast SSSI 

This SSSI is forms part of the Buchan Ness to Collieston Coast SPA. Several headlands 
within this site support large colonies of cliff-nesting seabirds, in particular kittiwake, 
guillemot, razorbill and fulmar, with smaller numbers of puffin (Fratercula arctica). The 
SSSI is located 15.7 km south of the Onshore Development Area. 

Sands of Forvie and Ythan Estuary SSSI 

The SSSI is part of the Ythan Estuary, Sands of Forvie and Meikle Loch SPA and is 
located 21.6 km south of the Onshore Development Area. The Sands of Forvie hosts a 
diverse assemblage of breeding birds. Those associated with sand dunes and saltmarsh 
include breeding colonies of eider duck (Somateria mollissima), the largest in Britain, 
and of sandwich, common, little and arctic (Sterna paradisaea) terns, which the site is 
designated for. Other breeding species include along with black-headed gull 
(Chroicocephalus ridibundus), shelduck, oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus), 
redshank, lapwing (Vanellus vanellus), snipe (Gallinago gallinago) and curlew (Numenius 
arquata). Other species regularly breeding on the site include water rail, fulmar, heron 
(Ardea cinerea), kittiwake, herring gull and long-eared owl (Asio otus).  
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Gamrie and Pennan Coast SSSI 

The extensive seacliffs of this SSSI support large breeding colonies of seabirds which are 
of international importance. The principal species, guillemot and kittiwake, are present in 
internationally important numbers, with smaller numbers of razorbill, fulmar, puffin and 
shag, together with herring gulls and great black-backed gulls. The site holds the largest 
colony of gannet on the Scottish mainland. The SSSI is located 26.9 km from the north-
west boundary of the Onshore Development Area. 

3.1.2 NON-STATUTORY DESIGNATED SITES 

The Rattray Head to Peterhead Local Nature Conservation Site 

The Rattray Head to Peterhead Local Nature Conservation Site (LNCS) intersects with the 
Onshore Development Area. The Rattray Head to Peterhead LNCS hosts a variety of 
coastal habitats for birds to utilise. Adjacent fields are important for roosting and feeding 
geese, waders and wildfowl also.  

3.1.3 DATA SEARCH 
The NESBREC data search identified records of 37 species of birds within 2 km of the 
Onshore Scoping Area between April and August, indicating potential breeding. However, 
a number of these were seabirds or migratory waders for which suitable breeding habitat 
is not present within the search area, and records are likely to be of passage birds. The 
vast majority of records were from Inverugie or the Ugie burn approximately 2 km south 
of the Onshore Development Area. The only confirmed pair included in the NESBREC 
data was a pair of skylark (Alauda arvensis) reported from St Fergus links, immediately 
north of the Onshore Development Area. 
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FIGURE 3-1: DESIGNATED SITES 
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3.2 FIELD SURVEYS 

3.2.1 BREEDING BIRD SURVEYS 
A total of 50 species with possible, probable and/or confirmed territories within the 
Onshore Development Area and surrounding 500 m buffer were identified across the four 
surveys between April and July. Of these, one is listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), 14 and 16 species are red and amber BoCC listed 
respectively, and 15 species are on the SBL.  

Detailed accounts of bird species recorded with possible, probable and/or confirmed 
breeding territories within the Onshore Development Area and surrounding 500 m buffer 
are presented in Section 3.2.2 and Table 3-1 and are shown in Figure 3-2a to Figure 
3-2d.  

Other species recorded within the Onshore Development Area or 500 m buffer with no 
breeding behaviour exhibited or potential to breed in the Survey Area are listed detailed 
in Table 3-2 and Section 3.2.3. 

3.2.2 BREEDING BIRD TERRITORIES  
The Survey Area supports a relatively diverse array of breeding species, predominantly 
passerines but also possibly waders.  

The coniferous plantation blocks, broadleaved fringes and smaller isolated woodland 
habitats which surround residential and agricultural buildings within both the Onshore 
Development Area and surrounding 500 m buffer support a typical assemblage of 
passerine species such as goldcrest (Regulus regulus), chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs), wren 
(Troglodytes troglodytes) and willow warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus) most abundant but 
also possible territories of BoCC red listed species greenfinch (Chloris chloris) and mistle 
thrush (Turdus viscivorus).  

Scrub and hedgerow habitat is present in the Onshore Development Area but more 
frequent within the 500 m buffer, regularly bordering the agricultural fields, roads, and 
access tracks. These habitats provide suitable shelter for nesting birds and confirmed, 
probable and possible territories were recorded for multiple species including BoCC 
amber listed bullfinch (Pyrrhula pyrrhula) and whitethroat (Sylvia communis) and BoCC 
red listed house sparrow (Passer domesticus), tree sparrow (Passer montanus) 
yellowhammer (Emberiza citrinella) and linnet (Linaria cannabina).  

Field drains with tall vegetation and/or scrub occurred primarily between agricultural 
fields but also approximately 2-3 small burns which run through the large area of 
unmanaged, tall neutral grassland in the east of the Onshore Development Area. The 
vegetation in both slow running field drains and burns provides suitable territories for 
BoCC amber listed species sedge warbler (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus) and reed 
bunting (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus) in particular.  

The large area of unmanaged, tall neutral grassland in the east of the Onshore 
Development Area was abundant with ground nesting BoCC amber listed meadow pipit 
(Anthus pratensis) and BoCC red listed skylark (Alauda arvensis), which were the two 
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most abundant species within the Onshore Development Area and surrounding 500 m 
buffer. The large area of unmanaged, tall neutral grassland habitat includes patches of 
tall-ruderal vegetation such as rosebay willowherb (Chamaenerion angustifolium) and 
common nettle (Urtica dioica) in which probable BoCC red listed grasshopper warbler 
(Locustella naevia) territories were recorded. The rough grassland which lines the 
fairways of Craigewan Links golf course in the south-east of the 500 m buffer 
surrounding the Onshore Development Area also provides suitable scrub in places with a 
possible BoCC red-listed spotted flycatcher (Muscicapa striata) territory recorded.  

As well as being present in neutral grasslands, both meadow pipit and skylark were 
frequently recorded in display flight over agricultural fields. Most of the agricultural fields 
within the survey offered little to no breeding potential and so were scoped out (Section 
2.2) but a possible Schedule 1, BoCC amber listed quail territory was recorded in one 
field. 

Possible BoCC amber listed oystercatcher and snipe and BoCC red listed curlew and 
lapwing territories were recorded from the large area of unmanaged, tall neutral 
grassland in the east of the Onshore Development Area and surrounding 500 m buffer 
and in agricultural land, outside of the Onshore Development Area but within the north 
and south of the surrounding 500 m buffer. The Onshore Development Area and 
particularly the habitats within the surrounding 500 m buffer provide abundant foraging 
habitat for the listed wading species, with large, mixed sex and aged flocks recorded in 
parts. The Onshore Development Area and surrounding 500 m buffer also provides an 
array of possible nesting habitats with varying heights of grassland present with wet 
patches in places. In addition, the northernmost part of the 500 m buffer does cross into 
one of the fields in which displaying lapwing were abundant and confirmed territories 
with nesting pairs and chicks were recorded (Figure 3-3a to Figure 3-3d). Confirmed 
territories were recorded immediately outside of the Onshore Development Area 500 m 
buffer with possible territories recorded within the 500 m buffer.  

Residential and agricultural buildings outside of the Onshore Development Area and 
within the surrounding 500 m buffer offer suitable nesting habitat, with unsealed 
structures providing suitable access for barn swallow (Hirundo rustica) and BoCC red 
listed house martin (Delichon urbicum). Flat roofing in parts also has the potential for 
gull nests, with pairs of BoCC red listed herring (Larus argentatus) and BoCC amber 
listed common gull (Larus canus) recorded.  

Along the coast, one confirmed sand martin territory (Riparia riparia) was recorded 
within the Onshore Development Area on the face of a sand dune looking out to sea with 
approximately 10 nest holes evident.  

Accounts for individual species are presented in Table 3-1 below.  
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TABLE 3-1: SALAMANDER PROJECT BREEDING BIRD SURVEY 2023; CONFIRMED, PROBABLE OR POSSIBLE TERRITORIES 

Species Legislation/ 
conservation 
status  

Species recorded within 
Survey Area on Visit 1-4 

No. confirmed/ 
probable/possible 
territories  

Breeding Behaviour Account 

1 2 3 4   

Wildfowl 

Shelduc
k 
Tadorna 
tadorna 

LC, Amber ✔ ✔   1 possible  Although no shelduck nesting burrows were identified across 
the Onshore Development Area and surrounding 500 m buffer, 
one possible territory of a pair was recorded within the 
surrounding 500 m buffer. The pair were recorded adjacent to 
the seasonal waterbody in which the oystercatcher pair also 
occurred (below) in April, and a solitary shelduck recorded in 
May. Another pair was observed foraging further west but 
within the 500 m buffer, within a recently ploughed patch 
between two livestock fields. This sighting was not recorded as 
a potential territory as the habitat seemed less suitable and 
they were only recorded here in May. The dunes in the east of 
the Onshore Development Area also had rabbit burrows and 
fox dens which offer potential for shelduck burrows if 
unoccupied by predators e.g. fox. 

Gulls 

Common 
gull 
Larus 
canus 

LC, Amber ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 1 possible  The species was recorded primarily along the coast in the east 
of the Onshore Development Area, but one possible territory 
was recorded to the west of the Onshore Development Area 
and within the surrounding 500 m buffer. A pair was observed 
loafing on a building roof of a small farming complex in May. 
The species was observed on another visit in June near this 
location looking for eggs in an adjacent rookery. 

Herring 
gull 
Larus 

LC, Red, SBL ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 1 possible  Herring gull was frequently recorded flying through the 
Onshore Development Area and surrounding 500 m buffer as 
well as roosting and foraging along the eastern coast. One 
possible territory was recorded in the form of an adult pair 
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Species Legislation/ 
conservation 
status  

Species recorded within 
Survey Area on Visit 1-4 

No. confirmed/ 
probable/possible 
territories  

Breeding Behaviour Account 

1 2 3 4   

argentat
us 

loafing on a building roof of a small farming complex, outside 
the Onshore Development Area within the surrounding 500 m 
buffer. This is the same building as the possible common gull 
territory (above).  

Waders 

Curlew 
Numeniu
s 
arquata 

NT, Red, SBL ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 3 possible  Curlew was recorded primarily within the northern and 
southern fields of the 500 m buffer surrounding the Onshore 
Development Area, those of which contained managed neutral 
grassland suitable for foraging. The species was also recorded 
roosting along the eastern coast and within the Onshore 
Development Area. Three possible territories were recorded. 
Two of the possible territories were recorded outside and north 
of the Onshore Development Area, within the surrounding 500 
m buffer. One of these locations marks a pair observed 
foraging in a neutral grassland field, and the other in an 
approximate location of a singing individual heard in 
potentially suitable nesting habitat. The other possible territory 
was recorded within the Onshore Development Area, but it is 
again a precautionary, approximate location of a calling bird 
which was not observed but the area in which it is plotted, and 
the entire eastern side of the Onshore Development Area, 
includes long, unmanaged, tussocky neutral grassland which is 
suitable for nesting.  

Lapwing 
Vanellus 
vanellus 

VU, Red, SBL ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 4 possible 
 

Lapwing was recorded outside of and to the north and south 
the Onshore Development Area but within the surrounding 500 
m buffer, observed foraging and displaying in agricultural 
fields. All four possible territories were recorded north of and 
outside the Onshore Development Area but within the 500 m 
buffer. Although outside and north of the 500 m buffer which 
surrounds the Onshore Development Area, the buffer does 
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cross into one of the fields in which displaying lapwing was 
abundant and nests with pairs present and chicks were 
recorded in April and May. The confirmed and probable 
territories outside of the Onshore Development Area and 
surrounding 500 m buffer are presented in Figure 3-3a to 
Figure 3-3d alongside the four possible territories recorded 
within the 500 m buffer. 

Oysterca
tcher 
Haemato
pus 
ostraleg
us 

LC, Amber ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 1 probable 
1 possible  

Oystercatcher was recorded across the Onshore Development 
Area and surrounding 500 m buffer, both in flight and foraging 
along the coast and within livestock fields. One probable 
territory was recorded adjacent to a shooting pond, north of 
the Onshore Development Area but within the surrounding 500 
m buffer. A pair was observed resting beside the pond in April 
and then in May a pair was observed foraging by the bank 
before chasing off another individual which flew in by the 
pond. Another possible territory was located further north of 
the Onshore Development Area but again within the 
surrounding 500 m buffer with a pair observed foraging 
together adjacent to fields of suitable nesting habitat.  

Snipe 
Gallinag
o 
gallinago 

VU, Amber ✔    1 possible  Snipe was recorded on three occasions in April only. One 
possible territory has been attributed to an area within the 
east of the Onshore Development Area as the individual was 
flushed, calling, flying out towards the coast before circling 
round and landing close to where it was flushed. Although the 
area is not moorland habitat, it contains long, unmanaged 
grass and areas of wet habitat in places which could be 
suitable for nesting. 
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Gamebirds 

Pheasan
t 
Phasianu
s 
colchicus 

LC, Green ✔    1 possible  At least one possible territory was recorded to the west of the 
Onshore Development Area, within the surrounding 500 m 
buffer, with consistent activity and local rearing pens present.  

Quail 
Coturnix 
coturnix 

NT, Amber, 
Sch1 pt1, 
RBBP 

   ✔ 1 possible  See the Confidential Breeding Bird Report for more 
information. 

Columbiformes & Passerines 

Blackbir
d 
Turdus 
merula 

LC, Green ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 3 probable 
3 possible 
 

The species was recorded in the woodland and scrub habitats 
primarily to the western half of Onshore Development Area and 
surrounding 500 m buffer. The three probable territories all 
occurred outside of the Onshore Development Area but within 
the surrounding 500 m buffer. Another three possible 
territories were recorded, one of which lies within the 
coniferous plantation of the Onshore Development Area.  

Blackcap 
Sylvia 
atricapill
a 

LC, Green   ✔ ✔ 4 possible  Four possible territories were recorded in the coniferous 
plantation or broadleaved woodland, bordering but just outside 
of the Onshore Development Area, within the surrounding 500 
m buffer.  

Blue tit 
Cyaniste
s 
caeruleu
s 

LC, Green ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 1 confirmed 
1 probable  
7 possible  

The species was recorded in the woodland and scrub habitats 
primarily to the western half of the Onshore Development Area 
plus 500 m buffer. The one confirmed territory lies within 
broadleaved woodland within the Onshore Development Area. 
The probable territory lies outside of the Onshore Development 
Area and within an arable field hedgerow within the 
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surrounding 500 m buffer. Seven other possible territories 
were recorded across the Onshore Development Area plus 500 
m buffer, four of which lie within the woodland habitat within 
the Onshore Development Area. 

Bullfinch 
Pyrrhula 
pyrrhula 

LC, Amber, 
SBL 

   ✔ 1 confirmed  
 

The one confirmed bullfinch territory was recorded on scrub 
which covers a field drain splitting two arable fields, just 
outside and to the west of the Onshore Development Area, 
within the surrounding 500 m buffer. Fledged young being fed 
by adults was observed.  

Carrion 
crow 
Corvus 
corone 

LC, Green ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 1 confirmed 
2 possible 

The species was recorded across the Onshore Development 
Area plus 500 m buffer, including along the coast. The 
confirmed territory lies within one of the isolated trees within 
an arable field, outside of and to the south-west of the 
Onshore Development Area, within the surrounding 500 m 
buffer. Another two possible territories were recorded, one of 
which lies within the southern end of the Onshore Development 
Area and another outside of the Onshore Development Area 
and to northern end of the surrounding 500 m buffer.  

Chaffinc
h 
Fringilla 
coelebs 

LC, Green ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 2 confirmed 
12 probable 
9 possible  

Chaffinch was abundant across the woodland habitat within the 
Onshore Development Area and 500 m buffer. The two 
confirmed, as well as six of the probable and five of the 
possible territories were recorded within the woodland within 
the Onshore Development Area. The other six probable and 
four possible territories were recorded outside of the Onshore 
Development Area but within the bordering woodland habitat 
as well as small woodland plots surrounding houses.  

Chiffchaf
f 
Phyllosc

LC, Green  ✔  ✔ 3 possible  Three possible territories were recorded within the coniferous 
and broadleaved woodland habitat across the Onshore 
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opus 
collybita 

Development Area and 500 m buffer, one of which was 
recorded within the Onshore Development Area. 

Coal tit 
Periparu
s ater 

LC, Green ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 1 confirmed 
3 probable  
8 possible  

The species was recorded across the woodland habitat within 
the Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer. The 
confirmed territory was located to the south-west of the 
Onshore Development Area, within the surrounding 500 m 
buffer, with nesting suspected under a shed roof. The three 
probable territories were recorded in the woodland surrounding 
and just outside of the Onshore Development Area and 
woodland surrounding the farming complex which includes the 
shed of the confirmed territory. Eight other possible territories 
were recorded, three of which are within the woodland habitat 
within the Onshore Development Area.  

Dunnock 
Prunella 
modulari
s 

LC, Amber ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 1 probable  
6 possible  

The species was recorded across the woodland habitat within 
the Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer. The one 
probable and three possible territories were recorded within 
the woodland of the Onshore Development Area and another 
three possible territories within the bordering woodland habitat 
as well as small woodland plots surrounding houses within the 
surrounding 500 m buffer.  

Goldcres
t 
Regulus 
regulus 

LC, Green ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 1 confirmed  
5 probable  
11 possible  

The species was recorded across the woodland habitat within 
Onshore Development Area and surrounding 500 m buffer. The 
one confirmed territory, two probable and four possible 
territories were recorded within the coniferous plantation and 
broadleaved fringes within the Onshore Development Area. 
Another three probable and seven possible territories were 
recorded within the bordering woodland habitat within the 
surrounding 500 m buffer, as well as small woodland plots 
surrounding houses.  
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Goldfinc
h 
Cardueli
s 
carduelis 

LC, Green ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 3 probable  
5 possible  

Goldfinch was recorded in woodland and scrub but also 
frequently flying over arable fields, primarily in the western 
half of the Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer. The 
three probable territories are all located outside of the Onshore 
Development Area and are situated around the broadleaved 
trees and scrub which surrounds the residential buildings at 
Lunderton Cottages. Two possible territories lie within the 
woodland habitat within the Onshore Development Area and 
another three are within the bordering woodland habitat and 
small woodland plots surrounding other houses within the 
surrounding 500 m buffer.  

Grassho
pper 
warbler 
Locustell
a naevia 

LC, Red, SBL   ✔ ✔ 1 probable  
2 possible  

The one probable territory as well as another possible territory 
were recorded within the Onshore Development Area in tall 
ruderals within the large area of unmanaged, neutral grassland 
which runs along the eastern side of the Onshore Development 
Area. Another possible territory was located within similar 
habitat just outside and north of the Onshore Development 
Area but within the surrounding 500 m buffer. 

Great tit 
Parus 
major 

LC, Green ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 1 probable  
7 possible  

The species was recorded primarily within the coniferous 
plantation and broadleaved fringes within the Onshore 
Development Area plus 500 m buffer but also in woodland 
surrounding a small farming complex to the east of the 
Onshore Development Area, within the surrounding 500 m 
buffer. One probable and two possible territories were recorded 
within the Onshore Development Area and another five 
possible territories outside of the Onshore Development Area, 
within the surrounding 500 m buffer.  

Greenfin
ch 

LC, Red ✔ ✔  ✔ 3 possible  Three possible greenfinch territories were recorded outside of 
the Onshore Development Area but within the surrounding 500 
m buffer; two in woodland surrounding residential buildings 
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Chloris 
chloris 

and another within a hedgerow aligning an arable field to the 
west of the Onshore Development Area.  

House 
martin 
Delichon 
urbicum 

LC, Red    ✔ 1 confirmed House martins were recorded primarily foraging over the dune 
grassland to the east of the Onshore Development Area plus 
500 m buffer. One confirmed territory was recorded outside 
and to the west of the Onshore Development Area but within 
the surrounding 500 m buffer, with an adult observed leaving a 
nest on the south facing gable at apex of a bungalow 
residential house.  

House 
sparrow 
Passer 
domestic
us 

LC, Red, SBL ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 2 probable 
4 possible  

House sparrows were recorded in scrub surrounding residential 
and small farming buildings to the west and outside of the 
Onshore Development Area but within the surrounding 500 m 
buffer. Two probable and four possible territories of were 
recoded across these habitats. 

Jackdaw 
Corvus 
monedul
a 

LC, Green ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 2 confirmed 
1 probable 
1 possible  

Jackdaw was recorded across the Onshore Development Area 
plus 500 m buffer, primarily foraging on agricultural fields. No 
territories were recorded within the Onshore Development 
Area, but two confirmed territories and one probable territory 
were recorded within woodland habitat to the west of the 
Onshore Development Area, within the surrounding 500 m 
buffer. One possible territory was recorded to the north of the 
Onshore Development Area and within the surrounding 500 m 
buffer with a juvenile begging for food.  

Linnet 
Linaria 
cannabin
a 

LC, Red, SBL ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 1 confirmed 
14 possible  

Linnets were present across the Onshore Development Area 
and 500 m buffer and were recorded over multiple habitats. 
One confirmed territory was recorded just outside the Onshore 
Development Area and within a hawthorn bush where a pair 
was observed repeatedly carrying nesting material, within the 
surrounding 500 m buffer. 14 possible territories were recorded 
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across woodland, scrub and long grassland, three of which 
were within the Onshore Development Area and the other 11 
within the surrounding 500 m buffer.  

Long-
tailed tit 
Aegithal
os 
caudatus 

LC, Green ✔    1 possible A mixed flock (age and sex) of long-tailed tits were observed 
foraging and flying between perches within the coniferous 
plantation block outside and north of the Onshore Development 
Area, within the surrounding 500 m buffer.  

Magpie 
Pica pica 

LC, Green ✔ ✔  ✔ 1 probable 
4 possible  

One probable territory was located to the north of the Onshore 
Development Area but within the surrounding 500 m buffer, 
with a pair regularly observed on the hedgerows bordering 
Cemetery Road. Four other possible territories were recorded 
across woodland and scrub, all outside of the Onshore 
Development Area and within the surrounding 500 m buffer.  

Meadow 
pipit 
Anthus 
pratensi
s 

LC, Amber ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 15 confirmed 
13 probable  
47 possible  

Meadow pipits were abundant across the Onshore Development 
Area and 500 m buffer, primarily over the unmanaged, neutral 
and dune grassland to the east, but also across agricultural 
fields. At least four confirmed, eight probable and 21 possible 
territories were recorded within the Onshore Development Area 
with another 11 confirmed, five probable and 26 possible 
territories recorded in total across the rest of the surrounding 
500 m buffer.  

Mistle 
thrush 
Turdus 
viscivoru
s 

LC, Red   ✔  1 possible  One possible territory was recorded just outside of the Onshore 
Development Area but within the surrounding 500 m buffer, 
with a singing male recorded within coniferous plantation. 

Pied 
wagtail 

LC, Green ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 3 possible  Pied wagtail was present predominantly foraging within 
agricultural fields within the 500 m buffer surrounding the 



  
 

CLIENT: Salamander Wind Project Company Limited. 

PROJECT NO: 0689625 DATE: 16 August 2024 VER SION: 1.0 Page 28 

SALAMANDER OFFSHORE WIND FARM ONSHORE EIA REPORT 
 

RESULTS 

Species Legislation/ 
conservation 
status  

Species recorded within 
Survey Area on Visit 1-4 

No. confirmed/ 
probable/possible 
territories  

Breeding Behaviour Account 

1 2 3 4   

Motacilla 
alba 

Onshore Development Area but also along the coast. Three 
possible territories were recorded, one of a pair foraging within 
the north-east of the Onshore Development Area along the 
beach, and the other two pairs were recorded in the northern 
and southernmost parts of the surrounding 500 m buffer.  

Reed 
bunting 
Emberiz
a 
schoenic
lus 

LC, Amber, 
SBL  

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 2 confirmed 
3 probable 
7 possible  

Reed bunting was recorded primarily in scrub and field drains 
and burns between arable fields and across the unmanaged, 
neutral grassland habitat in the east of the Onshore 
Development Area. One of the confirmed territories is located 
within the north of the Onshore Development Area and the 
other one just outside and to the south, within the surrounding 
500 m buffer. Two probable and two possible other territories 
were located within the Onshore Development Area and one 
probable, and five possible territories were recorded outside of 
the Onshore Development Area, within the surrounding 500 m 
buffer.  

Robin 
Erithacu
s 
rubecula 

LC, Green ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 5 probable 
7 possible  

The species was recorded primarily within the coniferous 
plantation and broadleaved fringes within the Onshore 
Development Area and surrounding 500 m buffer but also 
recorded present in woodland neighbouring buildings and on 
scrub. Three probable and one possible territory was recorded 
within the Onshore Development Area and another two 
probable and six possible outside of the Onshore Development 
Area and within the surrounding 500 m buffer.  

Rook 
Corvus 
frugilegu
s 

VU, Amber ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ At least 12 nests 
across 2 confirmed 
rookeries  

Two confirmed rookeries were recorded in woodland 
surrounding residential/ farming buildings to the north and 
south-west of the Onshore Development Area but within the 
surrounding 500 m buffer. At least 12 birds and 4 nests were 
recorded at the rookery in the north, but it was difficult to 
determine the exact number of nests or pairs at the one in the 
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south-west due to the abundance of other likely nesting bird 
species (carrion crow, jackdaw, woodpigeon) but 
approximately eight nests were estimated in April. Rooks were 
also observed foraging within livestock field to the south of the 
Onshore Development Area and within the 500 m buffer.  

Sand 
martin 
Riparia 
riparia 

LC, Green  ✔ ✔ ✔ ~10 pairs at the 1 
confirmed colony 

Sand marten were recorded foraging across habitats within the 
Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer such as 
agricultural fields as well as the unmanaged neutral grassland, 
dune grassland and along the coast. One confirmed sand 
martin colony of approximately 20 birds was recorded as the 
one territory within the Onshore Development Area on the face 
of a sand dune looking out to sea with approximately 10 nest 
holes evident (~10 pairs).  

Sedge 
warbler 
Acrocep
halus 
schoeno
baenus 

LC, Amber  ✔ ✔ ✔ 4 confirmed 
2 probable 
14 possible  

Sedge warbler was recorded in primarily in scrub and field 
drains and burns between arable fields and across the 
unmanaged, neutral grassland habitat in the east of the 
Onshore Development Area. One confirmed territory was 
recorded within the Onshore Development Area and another 
three just outside and within the surrounding 500 m buffer. A 
probable territory was located within and outside of the 
Onshore Development Area as well as three possible within and 
11 possible within the surrounding 500 m buffer. 

Siskin 
Spinus 
spinus 

LC, Green, 
SBL  

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 2 probable 
3 possible 

Siskin was recorded eight times across the Onshore 
Development Area plus 500 m buffer, with the two probable 
territories located in woodland adjacent to residential and/or 
farm buildings to the west of the Onshore Development Area 
and within the surrounding 500 m buffer. Another three 
possible territories were recorded across the coniferous 
plantation habitat, one of which was within the Onshore 
Development Area.  
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Skylark  
Alauda 
arvensis 

LC, Red, SBL ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 5 confirmed 
31 probable 
35 possible  

Skylark was abundant across the Onshore Development Area 
plus 500 m buffer, primarily over the unmanaged, neutral and 
dune grassland in the east of the Onshore Development Area, 
but also across agricultural fields to the north and south. At 
least one confirmed, five probable and seven possible 
territories were recorded within the Onshore Development Area 
with another four confirmed, 26 probable and 28 possible 
territories recorded in total across the surrounding 500 m 
buffer. 

Song 
thrush 
Turdus 
philomel
os 

LC, Amber, 
SBL 

✔ ✔ ✔  1 probable 
4 possible  

One probable and one possible song thrush territories were 
recorded within the woodland habitat within the Onshore 
Development Area. Another three possible territories were 
recorded further north and outside the Onshore Development 
Area, within woodland habitat in the surrounding 500 m buffer.  

Spotted 
flycatche
r 
Muscicap
a striata 

LC, Red, SBL    ✔ 1 possible  One possible spotted flycatcher territory was recorded in the 
southernmost part of the 500 m buffer surrounding the 
Onshore Development Area, where a mixed aged group of 
approximately eight birds was present within the long ‘rough’ 
grassland of the golf course which included adjacent scrub.  

Starling 
Sturnus 
vulgaris 

LC, Red, SBL ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 2 possible  Two possible territories of singing pairs were recorded outside 
of the Onshore Development Area flying between agricultural 
fields and scrub habitat in the north of the surrounding 500 m 
buffer.  

Stonech
at 
Saxicola 
rubicola 

LC, Green ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 1 confirmed 
1 probable 
3 possible 

One confirmed territory was recorded outside of the Onshore 
Development Area, in the north of the surrounding 500 m 
buffer. A pair was observed in the same location here for two 
of the months and food carrying was observed. Another 
probable territory was recorded further north but within the 
500 m buffer where a family of stonechats were present flying 
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along and in and out of field hedgerows. Another three possible 
territories were present, one of which was located within the 
unmanaged, neutral grassland of the Onshore Development 
Area and the other two within the surrounding 500 m buffer.  

Swallow 
Hirundo 
rustica 

LC, Green ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ~5 pairs at the 1 
probable colony  

Swallows were recorded in flight foraging frequently across the 
Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer, particularly 
agricultural fields, as well as the unmanaged neutral and dune 
grassland and coastal habitat. One probable territory was 
recorded within a barn building to the west of the Onshore 
Development Area and within the surrounding 500 m buffer, 
which has multiple holes to allow access inside with at least 10 
swallows seen flying or perched around/on the adjacent 
buildings. 

Tree 
sparrow 
Passer 
montanu
s 

LC, Red, SBL  ✔ ✔ ✔  1 probable 
1 possible  

Tree sparrows were recorded in scrub surrounding residential 
and small farming buildings as well as arable fields to the west 
of the Onshore Development Area and within the surrounding 
500 m buffer. One probable and one possible territory was 
recorded.  

Whitethr
oat 
Sylvia 
commun
is 

LC, Amber  ✔  ✔ 2 possible Two possible whitethroat territories were recorded, both on 
hedgerows/scrub adjacent to agricultural fields outside of the 
Onshore Development Area, one to the west and another to 
the north, within the surrounding 500 m buffer. 

Willow 
warbler 
Phyllosc
opus 
trochilus 

LC, Amber  ✔ ✔ ✔ 1 confirmed 
1 probable 
8 possible  

The species was recorded across the woodland habitat within 
Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer. One confirmed 
territory and three possible territories were recorded within the 
coniferous plantation and/or broadleaved fringes within the 
Onshore Development Area. One probable and five possible 
territories were also recorded to the west and outside of the 
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Onshore Development Area, within the surrounding 500 m 
buffer. 

Woodpig
eon  
Columba 
palumbu
s 

LC, Amber ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 4 probable 
2 possible  

The species was recorded foraging in fields throughout the 
Survey Area but also regularly sat within the coniferous 
plantation blocks in the centre of the Onshore Development 
Area plus 500 m buffer, with flocks up to approximately 50 
birds recorded. One of the probable territories was recorded 
within the Onshore Development Area.  

Wren 
Troglody
tes 
troglody
tes 

LC, Amber ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 5 probable 
13 possible  

Wren was recorded in scrub and woodland habitat across the 
Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer. One probable 
and five possible territories were recorded within the Onshore 
Development Area, predominantly within the coniferous 
plantation. Another four probable and eight possible territories 
were recorded outside of the Onshore Development Area but 
within the surrounding 500 m buffer.  

Yellowha
mmer 
Emberiz
a 
citrinella 

LC, Red, SBL ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 1 confirmed 
4 probable 
5 possible  

Yellowhammer was recorded frequently across the Onshore 
Development Area plus 500 m buffer, predominantly on 
hedgerows/scrub adjacent to agricultural fields. One confirmed 
territory was recorded on a hedgerow bordering the west of 
the Onshore Development Area boundary. All the other 
probable territories and five possible territories were all located 
outside of the Onshore Development Area but within the 
surrounding 500 m buffer.  

Key:  
EX/CR/EN/VU/NT/LC – Extinct, Critically Endangered, Endangered, Vulnerable, Near Threatened or Least Concern within Europe for the IUCN Red List of Threatened 
Species17  
Red/Amber/Green – Red, Amber or Green listed on the Birds of Conservation Concern 5 List  
Sch1 p1 / Sch1 pt2 – Schedule 1 part 1 or Schedule 1 part 2 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)  

 
17 IUCN. Red List. Available at: https://www.iucnredlist.org/.  

https://www.iucnredlist.org/
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RESULTS 

Species Legislation/ 
conservation 
status  

Species recorded within 
Survey Area on Visit 1-4 

No. confirmed/ 
probable/possible 
territories  

Breeding Behaviour Account 

1 2 3 4   

SBL – Scottish Biodiversity List species  
Ann1 – Listed on Annex I of The Birds Directive – EU’s measure to protect Europe’s wild bird species 
RBBP – Listed as one of the species that the UK Rare Breeding Bird Panel reports on18 

 
18 RBBP. List of (native) species monitored by the RBBP. Available at: https://rbbp.org.uk/.  

https://rbbp.org.uk/
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FIGURE 3-2A PASSERINE TERRITORIES 
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FIGURE 3-2B PASSERINE TERRITORIES 
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FIGURE 3-2C PASSERINE TERRITORIES 
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FIGURE 3-2D PASSERINE TERRITORIES 
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FIGURE 3-2E PASSERINE TERRITORIES 
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FIGURE 3-3A OTHER SPECIES TERRITORIES 
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FIGURE 3-3B OTHER SPECIES TERRITORIES 



  
 

CLIENT: Salamander Wind Project Company Limited. 

PROJECT NO: 0689625 DATE: 16 August 2024 VER SION: 1.0 Page 41 

SALAMANDER OFFSHORE WIND FARM ONSHORE EIA REPORT 
 

RESULTS 

 

FIGURE 3-3C OTHER SPECIES TERRITORIES 
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FIGURE 3-3D OTHER SPECIES TERRITORIES 
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3.2.3 OTHER SPECIES WITHIN THE SURVEY AREA 
43 other species were recorded within or passing through the Onshore Development 
Area plus 500 m buffer which did not have recorded breeding territories within the 
Onshore Development Area or surrounding 500 m buffer and are listed included in Table 
3-2.  

The Onshore Development Area and the surrounding 500 m buffer encompasses a 
relatively broad proportion of coastal habitat in the east which stretches approximately 
500 m out to sea. Schedule 1 listed diver species, red-throated diver (Gavia stellata) and 
black-throated diver (Gavia arctica) were recorded in breeding plumage and in pairs out 
at sea. Both species breed and nest on or around inland waterbodies such as lochans, 
which are not present within the Study Area. Other birds recorded foraging or resting at 
sea as well as loafing and roosting on the exposed rocky outcrop within the Onshore 
Development Area plus 500 m buffer included seabirds which are qualifying features for 
designated sites listed in Section 3.1.2 such as northern fulmar, northern gannet, shag, 
kittiwake, guillemot, razorbill, herring gull, great black-backed gull as well as common 
tern and sandwich tern. No suitable nesting habitat for these species is present within 
the Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer and it is likely that these individuals 
have travelled to forage from their breeding colonies.  

Other notable species included large rafts of Schedule 1 listed common scoter (Melanitta 
nigra) including small numbers of Schedule 1 listed velvet scoter (Melanitta fusca). Rafts 
of Schedule 1 listed long-tailed duck (Clangula hyemalis) were also recorded. Common 
scoter nest near moorland lakes and long-tailed duck on Arctic tundra, which the 
Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer does not provide, and velvet scoter are 
not known to breed within the UK but occasionally do stay through summer. Since scoter 
and long-tailed duck records were noted in April and May, it is probable that these were 
birds late to return to their regular breeding grounds overseas. Arctic skua (Stercorarius 
parasiticus) was also recorded chasing sandwich terns close to the shoreline on two of 
the days over the July survey visit. Again, the Onshore Development Area plus 500 m 
buffer does not provide suitable moorland breeding habitat for this species.  

Waders were also frequently recorded foraging or roosting on the exposed rocky outcrop 
at low tide, as well as along the beach, similar to during the Wintering and Intertidal bird 
surveys. Species other than those included in Section 3.2.2 were dunlin (Calidris 
alpina), knot (Calidris canutus), redshank (Tringa tetanus), ringed plover (Charadrius 
hiaticula), sanderling (Calidris alba), turnstone (Arenaria interpres) and whimbrel 
(Numenius phaeopus). Either no breeding evidence was demonstrated from these 
species or the habitat within the Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer was not 
suitable. Golden plover (Pluvialis apricaria) was recorded in mixed-sex and aged groups, 
abundant in individuals with breeding plumage, foraging within the livestock fields to the 
south of the Onshore Development Area and within the surrounding 500 m buffer 
alongside mixed-sex and aged groups of lapwing and curlew. The location and habitat 
within the Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer is not suitable for nesting 
golden plover and no breeding behaviour was observed.  
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Raptor species, buzzard (Buteo buteo), kestrel (Falco tinnunculus), sparrowhawk 
(Accipiter nisus) and Schedule 1 listed peregrine (Falco peregrinus) were recorded in 
flight and foraging within the Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer, but no 
breeding behaviour was observed.  

3.2.4 DISTURBANCE EVENTS 
In late 2022 and early 2023, a new access track was constructed to give members of the 
public access to the dune system and beach. The new access track runs both north and 
south from an existing car park at the cemetery approximately 200m north of the 
Onshore Development Area. Recreational use of the new track by members of the public, 
including dog walkers was recorded as a potential source of disturbance within the north-
east of the Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer.  
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RESULTS 

TABLE 3-2: SALAMANDER PROJECT BREEDING BIRD SURVEY 2023; OTHER SPECIES WITHIN SURVEY AREA 

Species Legislation/conservation status  Species recorded within Survey Area 
on Visit  

1 2 3 4 

Wildfowl 

Common scoter 
Melanitta nigra 

LC, Red, Sch 1 pt1, SBL, RBBP ✔ ✔   

Eider 
Somateria mollissima 

EN, Amber ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

Goldeneye 
Bucephala clangula 

LC, Red, Sch1 pt2, RBBP ✔    

Gooseander 
Mergus merganser 

LC, Green  ✔   

Greylag geese 
Anser answer 

LC, Amber, Sch1 pt2 in Outer Hebrides, Caithness, 
Sutherland and Wester Ross only 

 ✔   

Long-tailed duck 
Clangula hyemalis 

LC, Red, Sch1 pt1, RBBP ✔    

Mallard 
Anas platyrhynchos 

LC, Amber ✔ ✔   

Mute swan 
Cygnus olor 

LC, Green ✔    

Pink footed geese 
Anser brachyrhynchus 

LC, Amber, RBBP ✔    

Velvet scoter 
Melanitta fusca 

VU, Red, Sch1 pt1, RBBP  ✔   
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RESULTS 

Species Legislation/conservation status  Species recorded within Survey Area 
on Visit  

1 2 3 4 

Divers & Cormorants 

Black-throated diver 
Gavia stellata 

LC, Amber, Sch1 pt1, SBL, Ann1, RBBP ✔  ✔  

Cormorant 
Phalacrocorax carbo 

LC, Green ✔ ✔   

Red-throated diver 
Gavia stellata 

LC, Amber, Sch1 pt1, SBL, Ann1, RBBP  ✔ ✔  

Shag 
Gulosus aristotelis 

LC, Red ✔  ✔ ✔ 

Seabirds 

Black guillemot 
Cepphus grylle 

LC, Amber  ✔   

Fulmar  
Fulmarus glacialis 

VU, Amber  ✔   

Gannet  
Morus bassanus 

LC, Amber ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

Guillemot 
Uria aalge 

LC, Amber ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

Razorbill 
Alca torda 

LC, Amber ✔ ✔   

Gulls 

Black-headed gull 
Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

LC, Amber, SBL ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 
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RESULTS 

Species Legislation/conservation status  Species recorded within Survey Area 
on Visit  

1 2 3 4 

Great black-backed gull 
Larus marinus 

LC, Amber ✔ ✔  ✔ 

Kittiwake 
Rissa tridactyla 

VU, Red    ✔ ✔ 

Lesser black-backed gull 
Larus fuscus 

LC, Amber ✔ ✔   

Terns & Skuas 

Arctic skua 
Stercorarius parasiticus 

EN, Red, SBL, RBBP    ✔ 

Common tern 
Sterna hirundo 

LC, Amber, SBL, Ann1  ✔ ✔ ✔ 

Sandwich tern 
Thalasseus sandvicensis 

LC, Amber, SBL, Ann1 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

Waders & Herons 

Knot 
Calidris canutus 

LC, Amber  ✔   

Golden plover  
Pluvialis apricaria 

LC, Green, SBL, Ann1 ✔   ✔ 

Grey heron 
Ardea cinerea 

LC, Green ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

Ringed plover 
Charadrius hiaticula 

LC, Red  ✔   

Redshank 
Tringa totanus 

VU, Amber    ✔ 
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RESULTS 

Species Legislation/conservation status  Species recorded within Survey Area 
on Visit  

1 2 3 4 

Sanderling 
Calidris alba 

LC, Amber, RBBP  ✔   

Turnstone 
Arenaria interpres 

LC, Amber, RBBP  ✔   

Whimbrel 
Numenius phaeopus 

LC, Red, Sch1 pt1, RBBP    ✔ 

Raptors 

Buzzard 
Buteo buteo 

LC, Green ✔ ✔ ✔  

Kestrel 
Falco tinnunculus 

LC, Amber, SBL ✔ ✔   

Peregrine 
Falco peregrinus 

LC, Green, Sch1 pt1, SBL, Ann1, RBBP  ✔   

Sparrowhawk 
Accipiter nisus 

LC, Amber ✔    

Apodiformes & Columbiformes & Passerines & Piciformes  

Collared dove 
Streptopelia decaocto 

LC, Green    ✔ 

Great spotted woodpecker 
Dendrocopos major 

LC, Green    ✔ 

Raven 
Corvus corax 

LC, Green ✔   ✔ 

Swift 
Apus apus 

NT, Red, SBL   ✔ ✔ 



  
 

CLIENT: Salamander Wind Project Company Limited. 

PROJECT NO: 0689625 DATE: 16 August 2024 VER SION: 1.0 Page 49 

SALAMANDER OFFSHORE WIND FARM ONSHORE EIA REPORT 
 

RESULTS 

Species Legislation/conservation status  Species recorded within Survey Area 
on Visit  

1 2 3 4 

Wheatear 
Oenanthe oenanthe 

LC, Amber ✔ ✔   

Key:  
EX/CR/EN/VU/NT/LC - Extinct, Critically Endangered, Endangered, Vulnerable, Near Threatened or Least Concern within Europe for the IUCN Red List of Threatened 
Species 
Red/Amber/Green - Red, Amber or Green listed on the Birds of Conservation Concern 5 List  
Sch1 p1 / Sch1 pt2 - Schedule 1 part 1 or Schedule 1 part 2 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)  
SBL - Scottish Biodiversity List species  
Ann1 - Listed on Annex I of The Birds Directive – EU’s measure to protect Europe’s wild bird species 
RBBP – Listed as one of the species that the UK Rare Breeding Bird Panel reports on 
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4. SUMMARY
The breeding bird survey results indicate a relatively diverse assemblage of bird species. 
Species which were recorded holding confirmed, potential or possible breeding territories 
within the Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer are relatively common and 
widespread species, with skylark and meadow pipit being the two species with most recorded 
territories. Although skylark and meadow pipit are widespread and common species, they are 
BoCC red and amber listed respectively and the Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer 
provides suitable breeding habitat for both species, albeit that similar habitat is abundant 
outside of the 500 m buffer.  

The Onshore Development Area contains woodland habitat (primarily coniferous woodland), 
scrub, hedgerows, unmanaged neutral and dune grassland, agricultural fields, field drains, 
dune faces and sandy beaches which all have either been confirmed to host breeding 
territories or probably or possibly could. Passerines were the most abundant bird order with 
breeding territories across the site, but it is possible that wading species; curlew, lapwing, 
oystercatcher and snipe could also have territories within the Onshore Development Area plus 
500 m buffer, with lapwing chicks being observed just north and outside of the 500 m buffer 
surrounding the Onshore Development Area. However, due to the coastal habitat the presence 
of large numbers of gulls as well as corvids, there is predation pressure on nesting waders. 

SBL and BoCC red/amber-listed species are relatively evenly distributed throughout the 
habitats within the Onshore Development Area plus 500 m buffer and the only possible 
Schedule 1 listed bird territory, quail, was recorded outside of the Onshore Development Area.  
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