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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 SCOPE OF THIS REPORT 
This Setting Assessment is a Technical Annex to Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 10: Onshore 
Archaeology and Cultural Heritage of the Salamander Offshore Wind Farm Onshore EIA 
Report. It follows on from a separate Setting Sieving Exercise, (Volume ER.B.4, Annex 10.2: 
Setting Sieving Exercise (Onshore)) which details the methodology through which the final 
list of heritage selected for a detailed assessment of Setting Impacts was derived.  

This document will only assess setting impacts associated with the permanent (in relation to the 
operational lifetime of the Salamander Project), above ground components of the onshore 
infrastructure inclusive of the Onshore Substation (OnSS) and Energy Balancing Infrastructure 
(EBI). 

This setting assessment is limited in scope to assessing setting impacts which have the potential 
to generate ‘significant’ adverse effects on the cultural significance of heritage assets.  

This assessment lists the assets taken forward for assessment and provides a summary of 
effects, detailing the value/importance of heritage assets, their sensitivity to change, the 
magnitude of impact to setting and ultimately the significance of effects to cultural significance. 
Where able, assets have been grouped and discussed together to ensure a more coherent and 
concise assessment of impacts and understanding of the significance of effects. Assets have 
been grouped based on proximity, both spatially and chronologically. In the case of Conservation 
Areas, their associated Listed Buildings have been grouped with the respective Conservation 
Area and discussed together. 

Appendix A Detailed Setting Assessment of this assessment provides a series of tables, 
within which groups or individual assets are assessed. This assessment takes a staged approach 
through which: 

• A description of the heritage asset is provided along with a description of the asset’s cultural
significance;

• the setting of the heritage asset is discussed along with the contribution of setting to cultural
significance;

• the magnitude of impact (adverse or positive) to setting is discussed; and

• the significance of any effect (adverse or positive) to cultural significance is established.

This assessment should be read in conjunction with the Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 10: Onshore
Archaeology and Cultural Heritage of the Salamander Offshore Wind Farm Onshore EIA
Report, in which the methodologies for establishing heritage value, magnitude of impact and
establishing the significance of effects, are provided in detail, along with guidance for
undertaking setting assessment for heritage assets.

Appendix A Detailed Setting Assessment makes reference to specific figures, which can be 
found within Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 10: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage of the 
Onshore EIA Report and Visualisations, which can be found within Volume ER.B.5, Visualisations 
12.1: LVIA Visualisations (prefix “LVIA”) and Volume ER.B.5, Visualisations 10.1, 
Cultural Heritage Visualisations (prefix “CH”) of the Onshore EIA Report. Appendix A 
Detailed Setting Assessment also makes reference to specific plates provided within Appendix B
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Plates of this document includes images taken of assets during the setting site visit conducted 
in August 2023. All cultural heritage receptors identified for inclusion within the detailed Setting 
Assessment were visited by members of the ERM Cultural Heritage Team.  
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2. ASSESSMENT OF SETTING IMPACTS (CHANGES TO SETTING
THAT EFFECT CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE)

2.1 ASSETS INCLUDED FOR ASSESSMENT 
The sieving exercise undertaken within Volume ER.B.4, Annex 10.2 Setting Sieving 
Exercise (Onshore) identified 12 designated assets with a potential for significant changes to 
their setting as a result of the Onshore Development. These are the only assets which will be 
considered within this report for an impact to their setting.  

These assets include: 

• 6 Scheduled Monuments;

• 2 Conservation Areas; and

• 4 Listed Buildings.
Table 2-1 below provides a full list of assets taken forward for assessment. Visualisation 
of assets are provided in Volume ER.B.5, Visualisations 12.1: LVIA Visualisations 
and Volume ER.B.5, Visualisations 10.1: Cultural Heritage Visualisations, as referenced 
in Appendix A Detailed Setting Assessment.

2.2 GROUPING OF ASSETS 
In order to facilitate a more coherent and concise understanding of impacts to heritage assets 
and the significance of effects to cultural significance, assets have been grouped and discussed 
together. Assets have been grouped based on proximity, both spatially and chronologically. In 
the case of Conservation Areas, their associated Listed Buildings have been grouped with the 
respective Conservation Area and discussed together. Conservation Areas each have a unique 
reference code, with the suffix ‘CA’, provided by HES. CA425 Peterhead Buchanhaven contains 
no Listed Buildings and CA426 contains 19 Listed Buildings. None of these are Category A. 
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TABLE 2-1 LIST OF ASSETS TAKEN FORWARD TO ASSESSMENT AND ASSOCIATED GROUP 

Asset type Asset ref Listed 
Building 
Category 

Asset name Distance Group 

Scheduled 
Monument 

SM5622 - St Fergus's Church, old parish church Within 1 km St. Fergus Old Parish Church and 
Churchyard 

Listed 
Buildings 

LB16536 B Old Churchyard of St. Fergus, excluding Scheduled 
Monument No 5622 'St Fergus's Church, old parish 
church', St. Fergus Links, Peterhead 

Within 1 km 

Scheduled 
Monument 

SM98 - Inverugie Castle Within 1 km n/a 

Scheduled 
Monument 

SM3259 - Castle Hill, motte SW of Hallmoss Farm Within 1 km n/a 

Scheduled 
Monument 

SM2496 - Ravenscraig Castle Within 1 km n/a 

Scheduled 
Monument 

SM11315 - Rattray Line, pill box 80 m E of Annachie Bridge Within 3 km n/a 

Scheduled 
Monument 

SM3999 - Mount Pleasant, enclosure Within 3 km n/a 

Conservation 
Area 

CA425 - Peterhead Buchanhaven Within 3 km Peterhead Conservation Areas 
and Associated Listed Buildings 

Conservation 
Area 

CA426 - Peterhead Roanheads Within 3 km 

Listed 
Buildings 

LB18976 C Kinloch Farmhouse Within 1 km n/a 

Listed 
Buildings 

LB19799 C Lunderton House Within 1 km n/a 

Listed 
Buildings 

LB39847 B Fish-House, Golf Road Within 3 km n/a 
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2.3 SUMMARY OF SETTING IMPACTS 
A detailed assessment of setting impacts for the 12 assets selected can be found in Appendix 
A Detailed Setting Assessment, Setting Tables 1 to 10. 

None of the 12 assets assessed generated significant effects in terms of EIA regulations. 

Of the 12 assets with the potential to for significant setting impacts and effects to their cultural 
significance, three were subject to a minor (adverse) effect to cultural significance. These assets 
include:  

• SM5622 and LB16536, St. Fergus old parish church and associated churchyard; and

• SM3259 Castle Hill Motte.

A negligible (adverse) impact to setting is predicted for these three assets, resulting in a minor
(adverse) effect.

Of the remaining nine assets assessed, one (LB19799 Lunderton House) is predicted a negligible 
(adverse) effect. The remaining eight assets are predicted no change to cultural significance as 
a result of the Onshore Development Area. 

Table 2-2 below presents a summary of setting impacts and effects resulting from the Onshore 
Development Area. 
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TABLE 2-2 SUMMARY OF SETTING IMPACTS AND EFFECTS 

Designation Asset 
ref 

Listed 
Building 
Category 

Asset name Value/ 
Importance 

Magnitude of 
Impact 

Significance 
of Effect 

Rationale 

Scheduled 
Monument 

SM5622 - St Fergus's Church, old parish 
church 

High Negligible Minor Immediate fieldscape 
retained with limited 
views of the Onshore 
Development on the 
periphery. 

Listed 
Buildings 

LB16536 B Old Churchyard of St. Fergus, 
excluding Scheduled Monument 
No 5622 'St Fergus's Church, old 
parish church', St. Fergus Links, 
Peterhead 

Medium Negligible Minor Immediate fieldscape 
retained with limited 
views of the Onshore 
Development on the 
periphery 

Scheduled 
Monument 

SM3259 - Castle Hill, motte SW of 
Hallmoss Farm 

High Negligible Minor Majority of Key views 
maintained but Onshore 
Development will be 
visible to the immediate 
rural landscape to the 
north-east. 

Scheduled 
Monument 

SM98 - Inverugie Castle High None None Historic relationship to 
surrounding farmland 
from the asset towards 
the River Ugie and 
historic north-south 
road between Peterhead 
and Fraserburgh 
maintained 

Scheduled 
Monument 

SM2496 - Ravenscraig Castle High None None Historic relationship to 
surrounding farmland 
and the River Ugie 
maintained 

Scheduled 
Monument 

SM11315 - Rattray Line, pill box 80 m E of 
Annachie Bridge 

High None None Historic relationship to 
surrounding farmland, 
the beach, intertidal 
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Designation Asset 
ref 

Listed 
Building 
Category 

Asset name Value/ 
Importance 

Magnitude of 
Impact 

Significance 
of Effect 

Rationale 

zone and associated 
WWII defences south of 
St. Fergus Gas Terminal 
maintained. 

Scheduled 
Monument 

SM3999 - Mount Pleasant, enclosure High None None Historic relationship to 
surrounding farmland 
and the River Ugie 
maintained 

Conservation 
Area 

CA425 - Peterhead Buchanhaven Medium None None Key relationship to the 
immediate coastal 
waters around 
Peterhead or to the 
wider settlement of 
Peterhead maintained. 
Landscape character 
includes 19th and 20th 
century housing, 
commercial properties 
and civic buildings. No 
impact. 

Conservation 
Area 

CA426 - Peterhead Roanheads Medium None None Key relationship to the 
immediate coastal 
waters around 
Peterhead or to the 
wider settlement of 
Peterhead maintained. 
Landscape character 
includes 19th and 20th 
century housing, 
commercial properties 
and civic buildings. No 
impact. 
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Designation  Asset 
ref 

Listed 
Building 
Category 

Asset name Value/ 
Importance 

Magnitude of 
Impact 

Significance 
of Effect 

Rationale 

Listed 
Buildings 

LB19799 C Lunderton House Low Negligible Negligible  New infrastructure 
introduced to rural 
setting; however, it will 
have a limited view. 

Listed 
Buildings 

LB18976 C Kinloch Farmhouse Low None None Relationship to 
surrounding farmland 
maintained. 

Listed 
Buildings 

LB39847 B Fish-House, Golf Road Medium None None Key historic views 
retained 
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APPENDIX A DETAILED SETTING ASSESSMENT 
The following tables should be reviewed in association with Volume ER.B.5, Visualisations 12.1: LVIA Visualisations and Volume ER.B.5, 
Visualisations 10.1: Cultural Heritage Visualisations. The figures are referenced by their numbered viewpoints (VP) with a prefix to indicate 
where located: “LVIA” from Volume ER.B.5, Visualisations 12.1: LVIA Visualisations and “CH” from Volume ER.B.5, Visualisations 10.1: 
Cultural  Heritage Visualisations. The tables also make reference to specific plates, provided within Appendix B Plates of this document. 

A.1 SCHEDULED MONUMENTS

SETTING TABLE 1: ST. FERGUS OLD PARISH CHURCH AND CHURCHYARD 

SM5622: ST FERGUS'S CHURCH, OLD PARISH CHURCH 
LB16536: OLD CHURCHYARD OF ST FERGUS 

Designation 1 x Scheduled 
Monuments 
1 x Category B Listed 
Building 

Distance and Direction 
from the Onshore 
Development 

1 km north 

Figure Figure 12-12 
LVIA Viewpoint 3 

Plates Plate B.1 
Plate B.2 

Summary of Asset 
(s) and Cultural
significance

This group of assets relates to the likely Medieval St Fergus Old Parish Church and its associated churchyard. The foundation date 
of the church (SM5622) is not well understood, but it is known that the church was abandoned in the early 17th century, with the 
churchyard retained for burial. New churchyard walls and monuments were subsequently added throughout the 18th and 19th 
centuries. The church building survives poorly; however, the associated churchyard (LB16536) survives with a substantial outer 
wall and a wide selection of headstones dating from the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries. 
The church would have served the rural Medieval and Post-Medieval Parish. Settlement within the parish during the Medieval 
period would have taken the form of small-scale townships and farmsteads along with castle sites located along strategic transport 
routes. During the Post-Medieval period, the number of townships and farmsteads decreased with the shift to fewer but larger 
land holdings and farmsteads from the later 18th century. The nearby farmsteads of North Kirkton, South Kirkton, Kinloch, South 
Kinloch and Lunderton attest to these changes in land ownership and settlement. Villages such as St Fergus were also founded 
during this timeframe, but the parish remained rural in nature with no major nucleated settlement.  
Throughout the Medieval and Early Post Medieval period the congregation of the church would have been derived from the local 
rural population travelling from townships, farmsteads and elite residences of the parish (e.g. Inverugie Castle). The Statistical 
Accounts for Scotland describe the parish as extending south to the River Ugie, which forms the boundary to the parish of 
Peterhead. To the north lay the parish of Crimond and to the west the parish of Longside. The congregation would have travelled 
along roads and country tracks taking in views across the rural fieldscape towards the church, which would have been the major 
building of importance outside of the secular castles at Inverugie, located nearly 3 km to the south-west. The church and 



  
 

CLIENT: Salamander Wind Project Company Limited. 

PROJECT NO: 0689625 DATE: 16 August 2024 VER SION: 3.0 Page 11 

 

SALAMANDER OFFSHORE WIND FARM ONSHORE EIA REPORT SETTING ASSESSMENT 

SETTING TABLE 1: ST. FERGUS OLD PARISH CHURCH AND CHURCHYARD 

churchyard are set on flat low-lying open ground clearly visible from select locations on the A90 and when moving across farmland 
east of the A90 (the historic north-south road through the Parish). Dunes and sea views create a dramatic coastal backdrop to 
the building.  
The scheduled monument is of national importance as an example, albeit incomplete, of a Medieval parish church serving a rural 
community. It provides evidence of the spatial relationship between a church and scattered small scale settlement in a historic 
landscape free from nucleated settlement or heavy industry. The Listed churchyard retains historic and architectural importance 
and has the potential to provide evidence, through recording of grave markers and excavation, of the socio economic and 
demographic profile of the parish. As a group these assets contribute to the understanding of parish and settlement evolution, 
ecclesiastical architecture, society and material culture during the later Medieval and Post-Medieval period. 

Setting and 
Contribution to 
Cultural 
Significance 

The setting of this group is defined by its historic relationship to the townships, and farmsteads within the surrounding rural 
landscape. The relationship to the main historic access road linking to Peterhead to Fraserburgh (now the A90) also contributes 
to setting as this would have been the main access route towards the church from across the Parish. The original Medieval 
townships and farms are no longer visible in the surrounding fields but presumably survive as buried remains. The surrounding 
fieldscape does however contain farmsteads and dwellings named on Post-Medieval mapping and this relationship, along with the 
main road and access roads still survive. 
Key historic views from the church are north to south, taking in views of coastal farmland, and west along an access track towards 
the historic road between Peterhead and Fraserburgh (A90). Views from the church are however considered secondary to views 
towards the church from nearby farmsteads, settlement and tracks towards the church from the A90, across which the 
congregation would have travelled routinely to access this key religious site. The church and churchyard would have been a key 
historic building in the Medieval and Early Post-Medieval period with the local congregation visiting the building weekly and 
travelling to the site across nearby fields, roads and tracks. Historic views to and from the church are largely retained on the 
approach directly east from the A90. Views towards the church are also retained from selected locations along the A90. Views to 
the beach itself are largely blocked by dunes with only snatched, partial views of the distant seascape. 
The immediate landscape baseline around this group is made up of farmsteads and associated farmland/copse woodland. Dunes 
and the beach are located just to the east. Beyond this immediate rural landscape is the St. Fergus Gas Terminal located to the 
north. The Gas Terminal is dominant in views north of the church and churchyard. Distant and less visually intrusive onshore 
turbines and electrical infrastructure are located to the north-west and west.  
The setting of this group as defined by key views from, and the relationship to, nearby farmsteads and access routes from the 
A90. This setting makes a positive contribution to cultural significance by assisting our understanding and appreciation of St. 
Fergus Church and Churchyard in its role as Parish Church to a dispersed rural community, primarily made up of landowners, 
tenant farmers and farm hands of the Parish. 

Magnitude of 
Impact to Setting 

The Onshore Development would introduce new infrastructure into the rural landscape 1 km south-west of the church. The 
introduction of the Onshore Development into a landscape baseline containing the nearby St. Fergus Gas Terminal and onshore 
turbines, would add to the volume of modern infrastructure in views from the church and churchyard as well as in general 
landscape views from nearby farmsteads, dwellings and when travelling along the length of the A90 in the vicinity of the church. 
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SETTING TABLE 1: ST. FERGUS OLD PARISH CHURCH AND CHURCHYARD 

Key, core aspects of setting, namely the relationship between the church and the parish’s dispersed rural community, housed in 
nearby farmsteads would remain intact. Views between nearby farmsteads and across fields east of the A90 are not blocked, with 
the OnSS and EBI infrastructure appearing on the periphery of views towards the church. In views from the church the OnSS and 
EBI infrastructure is only prominent in views to the south-west, leaving views across the remaining rural landscape unaltered. 
The key infrastructure is located south of copse woodland and only the upper sections of key infrastructure will be visible from 
SM5622 and LB16536. However, with a maximum height of 15 m for substation buildings and up to 15 m for the transformers 
and switchyard key infrastructure will be clearly visible from the church and prominent in views to the south-west. Copse woodland 
around the OnSS and EBI infrastructure currently impedes views south-west between the church and the Medieval settlement of 
Inverugie, and surrounding farmsteads such as at Lunderton. As such, the introduction of new buildings/infrastructure into this 
part of landscape would not further erode the relationship between these assets.  
Key views between the farmsteads east of the A90 and west of the church, such as South Kirkton and North Kirkton, and the 
church itself would not be blocked or obscured and this key aspect of setting is retained. However, 360 views from these 
farmsteads, which formerly would only have contained the church, and farmland will now also contain infrastructure associated 
with the Onshore Development Area. In addition, views towards the church when travelling north and south along the A90, would 
now contain additional modern infrastructure in the form of the OnSS and EBI.  
Introducing additional infrastructure into a landscape baseline already containing the St. Fergus Gas Terminal and onshore 
turbines. The landscape baseline surrounding the Church and Churchyard should be viewed in the context of the recently approved 
planning application for the Kirkton Solar PV Farm and Energy Storage Facility, which will introduce PV Arrays into the fields 
surrounding St. Fergus Old Parish Church and Churchyard, dramatically changing the rural character around the church. In this 
context the Salamander Onshore Development would generate limited new adverse setting impacts, with any impacts deriving 
from introducing OnSS and EBI infrastructure into views from nearby farmsteads, as well as from historic approaches to the 
church such as the A90 and access roads running east through farmland from this road. A negligible magnitude of impact is 
predicted. 

Statement of 
Significance of 
Effect 

The introduction of the Onshore Development into the existing landscape baseline would introduce a negligible change to the 
setting of these high and medium value assets, resulting in a minor (adverse) effect to cultural significance. The effect is 
considered to be on the lower end of minor. This is not significant in terms of EIA regulations. 
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SETTING TABLE 2: CASTLE HILL, MOTTE SW OF HALLMOSS FARM 

SM3259: Castle Hill, motte SW of Hallmoss Farm 

Designation 1 x Scheduled 
Monument 

Distance and Direction 
from the Onshore 
Development 

1.3 km south-west 

Figure Figure 10-8 
CH Viewpoint 14 

Plates Plate B.3 
Plate B.4 

Summary of Asset 
(s) and Cultural
significance

SM3259 records the location of a Motte, with no above ground evidence surviving for the castle structure or associated earthworks 
beyond the mound of the Motte itself. There is no date for the monument, but it is presumed to date to the 12th or 13th centuries, 
built by either the Comyns or Keith family, who were both prominent local families and political forces in the area during this 
period.  
The Motte is sited on a low hill set within farmland to the west of the River Ugie, just to the north of bridge fording the river, and 
west of the historic main road moving north to south through region (the current A90). 
The Castle is located in fields to the north of Inverugie Castle (SM98) and west of Ravenscraig Castle (SM2496), both 16th to 17th 
century tower houses belonging to the Marischal family (Keiths). 
The monument derives its cultural significance from its historical and archaeological value, informing the distribution of 12th and 
13th century defensive sites across the coastal region north of Aberdeen. The asset also retains archaeological potential to help 
refine chronologies around construction and decommissioning of this asset. 

Setting and 
Contribution to 
Cultural 
Significance 

The historic setting of this castle is defined by its relationship to the River Ugie, the fording point across the river and the 
associated historic main road, informing the position of the castle on a strategic high point to allow for the monitoring of goods, 
people and troops along local transport routes. The coast is located 1.5 km to the east and the setting of the monument would 
have taken in the local coastline allowing the occupants to monitor ship movements along the coast. 
The monument takes in 360-degree views to its position on a low hill. Key historic key views are to the south, east and north, 
towards the river, bridge fording the river and road. These views would have been across open farmland, free from nucleated 
settlement and industry, containing only isolated townships and farmsteads. Coastal views to the east are also present from the 
low hill on which the Motte is located. 
The current landscape baseline around the castle takes in fields, Post-Medieval farmsteads (Hallmoss Farm and Lunderton Farm), 
the wooded line of the river, copse woodland and the modern A90. Modern infrastructure in the form of large pylons and overhead 
lines are visible in views east of the A90 to the coast. The distant landscape baseline takes in the St Fergus Gas Terminal in coastal 
views to the north-east of the asset and views of Peterhead to the south. Onshore wind turbines are located in views to the north 
around St Fergus. 
Modern infrastructure is located in distant views. Due to the lack of significant modern infrastructure around the castle, historic 
views are largely retained along with the assets historic setting, although the construction of pylons and overhead lines between 
the asset and the shore has somewhat eroded coastal views. The proximity of the Hallmoss and Lunderton Farm, with large grain 
silos has also slightly eroded views over adjoining farmland and towards the coast. 
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SETTING TABLE 2: CASTLE HILL, MOTTE SW OF HALLMOSS FARM 

The current setting of the Motte makes a positive contribution to its cultural significance, chiefly through retaining relationships 
to surrounding farmland, the River Ugie and the main north to south road through the region. This setting enables visitors to 
understand the strategic importance of the Motte on a high point adjacent to key transport routes. 

Magnitude of 
Impact to Setting 

The Onshore Development would introduce new infrastructure into the rural landscape 1.3 km north-east of the Motte. With a 
maximum height of 15 m for substation buildings and up to 15 m for the transformers and switchyard key infrastructure will be 
clearly visible in front of and above the copse woodland which encloses the Onshore Development Area to the north, east and 
south.  
The Onshore Development Area would be visible in the immediate rural landscape north-east of the Motte, eroding key views 
towards the A90 when looking to the north-east. Views north-east towards the coast would also be eroded. In addition, the 
Onshore Development would bring modern infrastructure in greater proximity to the asset than the operational St. Fergus Gas 
Terminal, and onshore turbines. 
Whilst this narrow field of view to the north-east would be eroded, key aspects of setting across the wider landscape would be 
unaltered. The introduction of the Onshore Development would not erode key aspects of setting pertaining to the River Ugie or 
the majority length of the historic north-south road between Peterhead and Fraserburgh. These relationships would still be clearly 
understandable and appreciated from the Motte site.  
The introduction of the Onshore Development into the landscape baseline of Post-Medieval farmsteads, farmland, electrical and 
energy infrastructure would create an adverse setting impact to this asset. The Onshore Development would add to the volume 
of modern infrastructure in views from the motte, erode views to the north-east towards the A90 and coastline and erode 
appreciation of this asset in its historic rural landscape, creating a negligible setting impact. 

Statement of 
Significance of 
Effect 

The introduction of the Onshore Development into the existing landscape baseline would introduce a negligible change to the 
setting of this high value heritage asset, resulting in a minor (adverse) effect to cultural significance. The effect is considered to 
be on the lower end of minor. This is not significant in terms of EIA regulations. 

 

SETTING TABLE 3: INVERUGIE CASTLE 

SM98: Inverugie Castle 

Designation 1 x Scheduled 
Monument 
 

Distance and Direction 
from the Onshore 
Development 

1.6 km south-west 

Figure  Figure 12-16 
LVIA Viewpoint 7 

Plates Plate B.5 
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SETTING TABLE 3: INVERUGIE CASTLE 

Summary of Asset 
(s) and Cultural 
significance 

Inverugie Castle survives as the ruined remains and ancillary buildings of a late 16th century Tower House belonging to the Keith 
family. The National Records of Scotland relating to the Marischal Estate, state that the castle belonged to George Keith, 10th Earl 
Marischal, born in Inverugie Castle in 1692 AD and owner of the surrounding lands. The ruined castle was used for brewing in the 
19th century until it was eventually dismantled in 1899AD. 
The Castle is located within a bow of the River Ugie, surrounded by the river on three sides, to the north, west and south and 
positioned on a country road leading to the A90 (the historic main road between Peterhead and Fraserburgh).  
The monument derives its cultural significance from its historical and archaeological value, informing the construction and 
development of 16th and 17th century defensive sites across the coastal region north of Aberdeen. The monument's importance is 
further accentuated by the survival of ancillary buildings and courtyards. The asset also retains archaeological potential to help 
refine chronologies around construction and decommissioning of this asset. 

Setting and 
Contribution to 
Cultural 
Significance 

The historic setting of this castle is defined by its relationship to the surrounding farmland, the River Ugie, and the associated 
historic main road, informing the position of the castle on a defensible, strategic point in the landscape that allows for the 
monitoring of goods, people and troops along local transport routes.  
Historic key views are to the south, west and north, taking in the route of the River and the country road leading to the present 
A90.  
The immediate landscape baseline around the castle takes in fields, Post-Medieval housing (Hallmoss Farm and Lunderton Farm), 
the wooded line of the river and road as well as copse woodland. The monument currently has very limited views beyond its 
immediate perimeter due to lack of access to the upper storeys and the presence of trees planted around the castle and lining 
the country road which runs past the asset. 
Due the erosion of key historic views the current setting of the castle makes only a minor positive contribution to its cultural 
significance, chiefly through retaining relationships to the River Ugie and the main north to south road through the region. This 
setting enables visitors to understand the strategic importance of the castle within a defendable strategic position controlling key 
transport routes. 

Magnitude of 
Impact to Setting 

The Onshore Development would introduce new infrastructure into the rural landscape 1.6 km north-east of the castle to the 
south of copse woodland. With a maximum height of 15m for substation buildings and up to 15 m for the transformers and 
switchyard key infrastructure may be visible in winter months when tree cover has thinned along the line of the country road on 
which the castle is sited.  
Even if visible, the introduction of the Onshore Development would not erode key aspects of setting, namely the castles 
relationship to surrounding farmland, the River Ugie or the historic north-south road between Peterhead and Fraserburgh. These 
relationships would still be understandable and appreciated from the castle site.  
The introduction of the Onshore Development into the landscape baseline of Post-Medieval housing, farmland and copse woodland 
would create no setting impact to this asset. 

Statement of 
Significance of 
Effect 

The introduction of the Onshore Development into the existing landscape baseline would introduce no change to the setting of 
this high value heritage asset. As a result, there is no effect to cultural significance. This is not significant in terms of EIA 
regulations. 
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SETTING TABLE 4: RAVENSCRAIG CASTLE 

SM2496: Ravenscraig Castle 

Designation 1 x Scheduled 
Monument 
 

Distance and Direction 
from the Onshore 
Development 

1.6 km south-west 

Figure  Figure 12-16 
LVIA Viewpoint 7 

Plates n/a 

Summary of Asset 
(s) and Cultural 
significance 

Ravenscraig Castle survives as the ruined remains of a likely 16th to 17th century Tower House belonging to the Keith family.  
The Castle is located on the west bank of the River Ugie within copse woodland lining the route of the river. Beyond the woodland 
is open fields. 
The monument derives its cultural significance from its historical and archaeological value, informing the construction and 
development of 16th and 17th century defensive sites across the coastal region north of Aberdeen. The asset also retains 
archaeological potential to help refine chronologies around construction and decommissioning of this asset. 

Setting and 
Contribution to 
Cultural 
Significance 

The historic setting of this castle is defined by its relationship to the surrounding farmland and the River Ugie, informing the 
position of the castle on a defendable strategic point in the landscape that allows for the monitoring of goods, people and troops 
along local transport routes.  
Historic key views are east to west taking in the route of the River and south over farmland.  
The immediate landscape baseline around the castle takes in the wooded line of the river as well as copse woodland and farmland. 
The monument currently has very limited views beyond its immediate perimeter due to lack of access to the upper storeys and 
the presence of trees planted around the castle and lining the river. 
Due the erosion of key historic views the current setting of the castle makes only a minor positive contribution to its cultural 
significance, chiefly through retaining relationships to the River Ugie. This setting enables visitors to understand the strategic 
importance of the castle within a strategic position controlling key transport routes. 

Magnitude of 
Impact to Setting 

The Onshore Development would introduce new infrastructure into the rural landscape 1.6 km north-east of the castle. Given the 
density of trees surrounding the asset it is doubtful that there would be any significant views of the Onshore Development even 
in winter with reduced vegetation cover.  
Even if visible, the introduction of the Onshore Development would not erode key aspects of setting, namely the castles 
relationship to surrounding farmland and the River Ugie. These relationships would still be understandable and appreciated from 
the castle site.  
The introduction of the Onshore Development into the landscape baseline of Post-Medieval housing, farmland and copse woodland 
would create no setting impact to this asset. 
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SETTING TABLE 4: RAVENSCRAIG CASTLE 

Statement of 
Significance of 
Effect 

The introduction of the Onshore Development into the existing landscape baseline would introduce no change to the setting of 
this high value heritage asset. As a result, there is no effect to cultural significance. This is not significant in terms of EIA 
regulations. 
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SETTING TABLE 5: MOUNT PLEASANT ENCLOSURE 

SM3999: Mount Pleasant, enclosure 

Designation 1 x Scheduled 
Monuments 

Distance and Direction 
from the Onshore 
Development 

2.1 km south-west 

Figure Figure 10-6  
CH Viewpoint 12 

Plates n/a 

Summary of Asset 
(s) and Cultural
significance

SM3999 survives as a slightly raised oval enclosure located on the south-west bank of the River Ugie, with commanding views 
over the river. The monument is a small oval earthwork measuring 32.0 m 19.0 m with a gap in the south-east which may be the 
entrance.  
The monument is not well dated. It is possibly of a Late Prehistoric date but could equally be medieval.  
The monument derives its cultural significance from its historical and archaeological value, informing the construction and 
development of defensive sites across the coastal region north of Aberdeen. The asset also retains archaeological potential to help 
refine chronologies around construction and decommissioning of this asset. 

Setting and 
Contribution to 
Cultural 
Significance 

The historic setting of this enclosure is defined by its relationship to the surrounding farmland and the River Ugie, informing the 
position of the asset on a defendable strategic point in the landscape that allows for the monitoring of goods, people and troops 
along local transport routes.  
Historic key views are east to west taking in the route of the river and south over farmland.  
The immediate landscape baseline around the enclosure takes in the wooded line of the river as well as copse woodland and 
farmland. A scattering of residential developments is located around the asset. The monument currently has limited views along 
the river due to the growth of trees along the length of the river around Inverugie. Views to the south are impeded by residential 
development and planting of trees.  
Due the erosion of key historic views the current setting of the enclosure makes only a minor positive contribution to its cultural 
significance, chiefly through retaining relationships to the River Ugie. This setting enables visitors to understand the strategic 
importance of the asset within a strategic position controlling key transport routes. 

Magnitude of Impact 
to Setting 

The Onshore Development would introduce new infrastructure into the rural landscape 1.6 km north-east of the enclosure. Given 
the density of trees surrounding the asset it is doubtful that there would be any significant views of the Onshore Development 
even in winter with reduced vegetation cover.  
Even if visible, the introduction of the Onshore Development would not erode key aspects of setting, namely the castles 
relationship to surrounding farmland and the River Ugie. These relationships would still be understandable and appreciated from 
the enclosure site.  
The introduction of the Onshore Development into the landscape baseline of Post-Medieval housing, farmland and copse woodland 
would create no setting impact to this asset. 
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SETTING TABLE 5: MOUNT PLEASANT ENCLOSURE 

Statement of 
Significance of 
Effect 

The introduction of the Onshore Development into the existing landscape baseline would introduce no change to the setting of 
this high value heritage asset. As a result, there is no effect to cultural significance. This is not significant in terms of EIA 
regulations. 
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SETTING TABLE 6: RATTRAY LINE PILL BOXES 

SM11315: Rattray Line, pill box 80m E of Annachie Bridge 

Designation 1 x Scheduled 
Monuments 

Distance and Direction 
from the Onshore 
Development Area 

3.2 km North 

Figure  Figure 10-5 
CH Viewpoint 11 

Plates Plate B.6 
Plate B.7 

Summary of Asset 
(s) and Cultural 
significance 

Pill Boxes are a type of Second World War defensive ‘dug out’ bunker, typically made of concrete with lookouts and small slit  
windows. Pill box forms vary, taking on rectangular, hexagonal, sub hexagonal or circular forms. Pill boxes are compact defensive 
positions typically constructed in defensive lines with anti-tank blocks and defensive earthworks.  
SM11315 is one of a group of 11 Scheduled Pill Boxes extends south to north along the coast between Scotstown Beach (just 
south of the St. Fergus Gas Terminal) and Seatown (inland of the Rattray Head Lighthouse). Additional unscheduled pill boxes are 
located along the beach east of the Onshore Development, south of Scotstown Head and north of Craigewan.  
SM11315 is located in fields immediately south of St. Fergus Gas Terminal, immediately west of dunes and the beach at Scotstown 
Head. These Pill Boxes are spaced a few hundred metres apart, creating a defensive line of overlapping machine gun placements 
to enemy troops as they emerge from the dunes.  
The Pill Boxes dotted along Rattray are typically rectangular in shape, with some sub-hexagonal. SM11315 is a sub hexagonal 
design with a flat rear (westerly) elevation.  
SM11315, is located on flat ground with good views of the beach immediately to the east and fields to the south, but with limited 
views to the south-east, with the beach obscured by raised dunes. 
These assets derive their cultural significance from their archaeological and historic value, as a group they form part of a significant 
defensive line constructed along the Aberdeenshire coast during the Second World War.  

Setting and 
Contribution to 
Cultural 
Significance 

The setting of this asset is defined by the relationships to neighbouring pill boxes, the beach, intertidal zone and surrounding 
farmland. 
Key historic views are north to south along the defensive line of pill boxes and east to the dunes and onto the beach and intertidal 
zone where visible. Key views to the north have been lost by the construction of the St. Fergus Gas Terminal. Views to the east 
and south have not been substantially altered since the construction of the pill boxes during World War II.  
The baseline landscape around this asset is dominated by the St. Fergus Gas Terminal. The St. Fergus Gas Terminal is the only 
substantial alteration to the landscape around SM11315 since it was constructed, creating a visual break in the pill box line to the 
north of the Gas Terminal and somewhat eroding the original setting of SM11315. The landscape baseline to the east, west and 
south consists of farmland and the shoreline. The relationship to associated WWII coastal defences to the south are retained.  
The setting of SM11315 in relation to the wider defensive line of pill boxes and the dunes, beach, and intertidal zone to the east 
plays a key role to understanding this asset and its cultural significance. Whilst the relationship to WWII defences to the north 
has been lost, the relationship to associated assets to the south of SM11315 is retained. Indeed, the contribution of setting (and 
this relationship to assets south of SM11315) to the cultural significance of this asset is enhanced by the severing of any visual 
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SETTING TABLE 6: RATTRAY LINE PILL BOXES 

relationship to the north by the Gas Terminal. Preserving the surviving relationship to associated southern assets is of importance 
to avoid the complete erosion of this assets setting. 

Magnitude of 
Impact to Setting 

The Onshore Development would introduce new infrastructure into the rural landscape 3 km south of the pill box. The Onshore 
Development is located south of copse woodland and only the upper sections of key infrastructure will be visible from SM5622 
However, with a maximum height of 15 m for substation buildings and up to 15 m for the transformers and switchyard key 
infrastructure will be visible above the treeline.  
Whilst the Onshore Development would be visible in the immediate rural landscape south of the pill box, the introduction of this 
infrastructure would not erode key aspects of the setting of this asset, namely the relationship to surrounding farmland, the 
beach, intertidal zone and associated WWII defences south of St. Fergus Gas Terminal. The introduction of the Onshore 
Development into a landscape baseline already containing the St. Fergus Gas Terminal would create no setting impacts. 

Statement of 
Significance of 
Effect 

The introduction of the Onshore Development into the existing landscape baseline would introduce no change to the setting of 
this high value asset, resulting in a no effect to cultural significance. This is not significant in terms of EIA regulations. 

 

  



  
 

CLIENT: Salamander Wind Project Company Limited. 

PROJECT NO: 0689625 DATE: 16 August 2024 VER SION: 3.0 Page 22 

 

SALAMANDER OFFSHORE WIND FARM ONSHORE EIA REPORT SETTING ASSESSMENT 

A.2 CONSERVATION AREAS  

SETTING TABLE 7: PETERHEAD CONSERVATION AREAS AND ASSOCIATED LISTED BUILDINGS 

CA426: Peterhead Roanheads (inclusive of 19 Listings) 
CA425: Peterhead Buchanhaven (0 Listings) 

Designation 2 x CA 
 

Distance and Direction 
from the Onshore 
Development Area 

3 km south-east 

Figure  Figure 12-18 
LVIA Viewpoint 9 

Plates Plate B.8 

Summary of Asset 
(s) and Cultural 
significance 

Peterhead was founded by the Keith/Marischal family in the late 16th century on land formerly owned by Deer Abbey, lands 
confiscated following the Scottish Reformation. The planned settlement of Peterhead was established as a harbour and became a 
key fishing and trading hub north of Aberdeen in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
The Peterhead Roanheads Conservation Area (CA426) takes in land to the north of the North Harbour, inclusive of The Esplanade, 
Roanheads, East North Street, Almanthythie Road, Gladstone Road, Port Henry Road, and Great Stuart Street. The Conservation 
Area is predominantly made up of Category C private stone-built houses and villas dating to the 19th century.  
The Peterhead Buchanhaven Conservation Area (CA425) takes in land adjacent to the north pier at the northern coastal edge of 
the town, inclusive of Harbour Street, High Street, North Lane, South Lane, Well Street, Mid Street and Ware Road. Buchanhaven 
was formerly a village separate from the modern town of Peterhead but has been incorporated into the town following the extensive 
growth of Peterhead in the 18th and 19th centuries. The Conservation Area is made up of private stone-built cottages and houses 
dating to the 19th century. 
The conservation areas and associated listed buildings derive their cultural significance from the totality of their historic and 
architectural value. The conservation areas and associated listed buildings help to inform the development of Peterhead as a 
trading settlement throughout the 17th to early 20th centuries, expanding and taking in nearby fishing villages such as 
Buchanhaven. Peterheads numerous listed townhouses, cottages and villas attesting to the wealth of (at least some) of the local 
population during the height of the town’s wealth. 

The Setting and 
Contribution to 
Cultural 
Significance 

The historic setting of CA426 Peterhead Roanheads is limited to the immediate coastline around the Esplanade, which was the 
only part of the conservation area to contain housing as depicted on the 1st Edition OS 6 inch. The southern limit of Roanheads 
was defined a railway line heading into the harbour area, with curved arch of East North Street now follows into Peterhead Central. 
Key historic views would have been of the coastline and shore and the fields surrounding the Esplanade. This historic separation 
of Roanheads has been eroded by the expansion of residential properties to the south in the final years of the 19th century, some 
of which fall within the modern conservation area. The current setting of the conservation area takes in the historic coastline and 
the immediate streets south of the Esplanade with key views along the shore and coastline and internal along the various side 
streets and main thorough fairs leading into Peterhead Central. Indeed, the bulk of the current conservation area has only very 
limited or no views out to the coastline due to the density of housing. 
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SETTING TABLE 7: PETERHEAD CONSERVATION AREAS AND ASSOCIATED LISTED BUILDINGS 

The historic setting of CA425 Peterhead Buchanhaven is defined by its relationship to the coastline around Harbour Street, and 
its pier. The 1st Edition OS 6-inch shows Buchanhaven as a separate coastal village surrounded by fields. Key historic views would 
have been out along the coastline and or the surrounding fields, with Peterhead station located several hundred metres to the 
south and Peterhead Central itself more distant still to the south-east. This historic separation of Buchanhaven has been eroded 
by the expansion of residential properties to the south from the final years of the 19th century, some of which fall within the 
modern conservation area. The current setting of the conservation area takes in the historic coastline and the immediate streets 
south of the Harbour Street with key views along the shore and coastline and internal along the various side streets and main 
thorough fairs leading into Peterhead Central. Indeed, the bulk of the current conservation area has only very limited or no views 
out to the coastline due to the density of housing. 
The landscape baseline around these conservation areas is a mixture of coastal views, commercial and residential properties . 
From Buchahaven and Roanheads the St. Fergus Gas Terminal is visible in distant views north.  

Magnitude of 
Impact to Setting 

The Onshore Development would introduce new infrastructure into the distant rural landscape to the north-east east of Peterhead 
Buchanhaven and Peterhead Roanheads Conservation Areas. However, only residential properties immediately adjacent to the 
shoreline (which make up a small percentage of the conservation areas) and people using the coastal paths would see the Onshore 
Development.  
Whilst the Onshore Development would be visible in views towards farmland to the north-west, the introduction of new 
infrastructure into this part of the landscape would not erode the setting of this asset and the key relationship to the immediate 
coastal waters around Peterhead or to the wider settlement of Peterhead. The introduction of the Onshore Development into the 
landscape baseline of 19th and 20th century housing, commercial properties and civic buildings would not create any new setting 
impact. 

Statement of 
Significance of 
Effect 

The introduction of the Onshore Development into the existing landscape baseline would introduce no change to the setting of 
these medium value heritage assets. As a result, there is no effect to cultural significance. This is not significant in terms of EIA 
regulations. 
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A.3 LISTED BUILDINGS

SETTING TABLE 8: KINLOCH FARMHOUSE 

LB18976: Kinloch Farmhouse (Category C) 

Designation 1 x LB Distance and Direction 
from the Onshore 
Development Area 

1.5 km north-west 

Figure Figure 10-7 
CH Viewpoint 13 

Plates n/a 

Summary of Asset 
(s) and Cultural
significance

Kinloch Farmhouse is an early 19th century stone built structure. The house was embellished in the early 20th century with the 
addition of a conservatory, built from section of the glazed veranda at Pitfour House (demolished 1927AD). 
The farmhouse is located within agricultural land to the west of the A90. The house is surrounded by copse woodland on three 
sides, with only the eastern face of the building having long-distance views over the surrounding fields. An associate farm is 
located just to the west beside a country lane dividing the two properties. 
The farmhouse derives its cultural significance from its intrinsic architectural and historic value. Its architectural value is derived 
from the use of materials from the locally important (but now demolished) Pitfour House. The assets historic value comes from 
its association with Pitfour House and also the contribution to our understanding of rural settlement in the periphery of Peterhead, 
the major settlement in the region. The development and aggrandising of the house are testimony to the growing wealth of the 
local landowners during the 19th and 20th century resulting from changes to land ownership laws and improvements in farming 
practices leading to increased yields and profits. 

The Setting and 
Contribution to 
Cultural 
Significance 

The historic setting of Kinloch Farmhouse is the immediate rural fieldscape around the house. This takes in fields to the west of 
the A90 and the adjoining farm. The First Edition 6’’ OS Map shows that the LB18976 was originally located in largely open fields 
with only a very small garden surrounding the house. The copse woodland that currently surrounds the house on three sides was 
not present. As such, the farmhouse would historically have had expansive 360-degree views over the surrounding fields and 
farm. 
This historic setting and key views have largely been eroded by the growth of corpse woodland, presumably planted in the early 
20th century to afford a degree of privacy to the farmhouse. This has eroded views and links between the farmhouse, the 
associated farm and surrounding fields. The current setting of the farmhouse is a private wooded estate with a visual relationship 
to fields immediately to the east. 
The landscape baseline around the conservation areas is a mixture of woodland and farmland with electrical and 
telecommunication poles visible crossing nearby fields. . 

Magnitude of 
Impact to Setting 

The Onshore Development would introduce new infrastructure into the rural landscape 1.5 km south-east of the farmhouse. The 
Onshore Development is located south of copse woodland and only the upper sections of key infrastructure will be visible from 
LB18976. However, with a maximum height of 15 m for substation buildings and up to 15 m for the transformers and switchyard 
key infrastructure will be visible above the treeline.  
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Whilst the Onshore Development would be visible in the immediate rural landscape south-east of the farmhouse, the introduction 
of this infrastructure would not erode key aspects of the setting of this asset, namely the relationship to surrounding farmland 
west of the A90. The introduction of the Onshore Development into the landscape baseline of farmland, farm buildings and 
electrical/telecommunications infrastructure would not create any new setting impact. 

Statement of 
Significance of 
Effect 

The introduction of the Onshore Development into the existing landscape baseline would introduce no change to the setting of 
this low value heritage asset. As a result, there is no effect to cultural significance. This is not significant in terms of EIA 
regulations. 

 

  



  
 

CLIENT: Salamander Wind Project Company Limited. 

PROJECT NO: 0689625 DATE: 16 August 2024 VER SION: 3.0 Page 26 

 

SALAMANDER OFFSHORE WIND FARM ONSHORE EIA REPORT SETTING ASSESSMENT 

SETTING TABLE 9: LUNDERTON HOUSE 

LB19799: Lunderton House (Category C) 

Designation 1 x LB 
 

Distance and Direction 
from the Onshore 
Development Area 

0.6 km south-west 

Figure  Figure 12-19  
LVIA Viewpoint 10 

Plates Plate B.9 

Summary of Asset 
(s) and Cultural 
significance 

Lunderton House is an early 19th century stone built dwelling associated with the nearby Lunderton Farm.  
The farmhouse is located within agricultural land immediately west of the A90. The house is surrounded by copse woodland with 
additional farm buildings located between it and the road. The driveway to the house emerges from the copse woodland and goes 
through the farm to connect with the A90. 
The farmhouse derives its cultural significance from its intrinsic architectural and historic value. The assets historic value comes 
from its association with the nearby remains of the Pitfour and Scotstown of St. Fergus canal constructed c.1798-1801and also 
the contribution to our understanding of rural settlement in the periphery of Peterhead, the major settlement in the region. The 
development and aggrandising of the house are testimony to the growing wealth of the local landowners during the 19th and 20th 
century resulting from changes to land ownership laws and improvements in farming practices leading to increased yields and 
profits. 

The Setting and 
Contribution to 
Cultural 
Significance 

The historic setting of Lunderton House is the private wooded estate it sits in, the adjacent farm and the immediate rural fieldscape 
around the house. This takes in fields to the east and west of the A90. The First Edition 6’’ OS Map shows that the LB19799 was 
always located within a private wooded estate with views beyond this not integral to the setting of the house.  
This historic setting has largely been retained.  
The landscape baseline around the conservation areas is a mixture of woodland and farmland with a row of cottages located 
immediately east fronting on to the A90. Associated electrical and telecommunication poles are present, lining the route of the 
A90. A series of onshore wind turbines are located in fields 2.5 km to the north-west. 

Magnitude of 
Impact to Setting 

The Onshore Development would introduce new infrastructure into the rural landscape 0.6 km north-east of Lunderton House. 
However, the presence of copse woodland around the asset and the position of farm buildings to the east of the house means that 
only very limited views would be possible in winter months when the trees surrounding the house had thinned due to loss of 
foliage. If and when visible, the Onshore Development is located south of copse woodland and only the upper sections of key 
infrastructure will be visible from Lunderton House. However, with a maximum height of 15 m for substation buildings and up to 
15 m for the transformers and switchyard key infrastructure will be visible above the treeline.  
Whilst the Onshore Development may be partially visible in winter months in the immediate rural landscape to the north-east of 
the asset, the introduction of this infrastructure would not erode key aspects of the setting of this asset, namely the relationship 
to the nearby farm and farmland west of the A90. Some associated farmland to the east of the A90 would be lost to the Onshore 
Development but this is not considered to be fundamental to the understanding or appreciation of Lunderton House. The asset 
would still be surrounded by large tracts of farmland. The introduction of the Onshore Development into the landscape baseline 
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of farmland, farm buildings, nearby cottages, electrical/telecommunications infrastructure and wind turbines would create only a 
negligible setting impact resulting from loss of a small tract of associated farmland to the east of the A90. 

Statement of 
Significance of 
Effect 

The introduction of the Onshore Development into the existing landscape baseline would introduce a negligible impact to the 
setting of this low value heritage asset. As a result, there is a negligible effect to cultural significance. This is not significant in 
terms of EIA regulations. 
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SETTING TABLE 10: THE FISH HOUSE 

LB39847 The Fish House, Golf Road, Buchanhaven, Peterhead (category B) 

Designation 1 x LB 
 

Distance and Direction 
from the Onshore 
Development Area 

2.7 km south-east 

Figure  Figure 12-18 
LVIA Viewpoint 9 

Plates Plate B.10 
Plate B.11 

Summary of Asset 
(s) and Cultural 
significance 

The Fish House is purportedly the oldest working smoke house in Scotland, being dated to 1585AD. The building is recorded on 
the First Edition 6’’ OS, located in an isolated position on the coast to the west of Buchanhaven. The building is labelled as a 
‘Salmon Station’. The fish house would presumably have been of key importance for the preserving of fish caught by the local 
fishing fleets for both the local subsistence economy and trade. 
The asset derives its cultural significance from its intrinsic architectural and historical value, helping to inform the development 
of the planned settlement of Peterhead and immediately adjoining fishing villages such as Buchanhaven. The assets are a rare 
late 16th century smoke house with original fabric remaining. The asset reinforces the importance of fishing to the local population 
and economy, and the historic importance of this industry since the founding of these settlements in the late 16th century. 

The Setting and 
Contribution to 
Cultural 
Significance 

The historic setting of LB39847is derived by its relationship to the historic core of Buchanhaven (Peterhead Buchanhaven 
Conservation Area), the immediate coastal waters and the inlet to the River Ugie, over which the Fish House is located. This 
setting has largely been preserved. 
Key historic views from The Fish House are along with coastal path between Buchanhaven and the River Ugie, as well as out to 
sea, taking in the nearby coastal waters. These historic views have largely been retained. 
The immediate landscape baseline around the Fish House is one of residential development associated with 
Peterhead/Buchanhaven and heavy infrastructure associated with the St. Fergus Gas Terminal and onshore turbines, both located 
in views to the north.  
The urban and coastal setting of these assets makes a positive contribution to their cultural significance, helping to inform the 
relationship and key importance of the fishing industry with Buchanhaven and the town of Peterhead itself.  

Magnitude of 
Impact to Setting 

The Onshore Development would introduce new infrastructure into the distant rural landscape to the north-west of the asset.  
Whilst the Onshore Development would be visible in distant views towards copse woodland and farmland to the north-west, the 
introduction of new infrastructure into this part of the landscape would not erode the setting of this asset and the key relationship 
to the immediate coastal waters around Peterhead or settlement of Peterhead Buchanhaven and the River Ugie. The introduction 
of the Onshore Development into the landscape baseline of 19th and 20th century housing, commercial properties, electrical 
infrastructure and the St. Fergus Gas terminal would not create any new setting impact. 

Statement of 
Significance of 
Effect 

The introduction of the Onshore Development into the existing landscape baseline would introduce no change to the setting of 
this medium value heritage asset. As a result, there is no effect to cultural significance. This is not significant in terms of EIA 
regulations. 
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APPENDIX B PLATES 
PLATE B.1: ST. FERGUS OLD PARISH CHURCH AND CHURCHYARD WITH VIEWS OVER 
SURROUNDING FARMLAND AND TOWARDS ONSHORE DEVELOPMENT AREA. 

 

PLATE B.2: ST. FERGUS OLD PARISH CHURCH AND CHURCHYARD WITH VIEWS TOWARDS 
THE COAST.  
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PLATE B.3: CASTLE HILL MOTTE WITH VIEWS OVER SURROUNDING FARMLAND 

PLATE B.4: CASTLE HILL MOTTE WITH VIEWS OVER SURROUNDING FARMLAND, TOWARDS 
ONSHORE DEVELOPMENT AREA. 
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PLATE B.5: INVERUGIE CASTLE LOCATED ON SCREENED WOODED LANE. 

PLATE B.6: PILL BOX SM11315 IN RELATION TO ST. FERGUS GAS TERMINAL 
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PLATE B.7: VIEWS TOWARDS THE ONSHORE DEVELOPMENT AREA FROM PILL BOX SM11315  

 

PLATE B.8: VIEWS TOWARDS THE ONSHORE DEVELOPMENT AREA FROM THE EDGE OF 
PETERHEAD ROANHEADS CONSERVATION AREA 
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PLATE B.9: VIEWS WEST TOWARDS LUNDERTON HOUSE TAKEN FROM THE A90 ADJACENT 
TO THE FARM BUILDINGS  

 

PLATE B.10: THE FISH HOUSE  
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PLATE B.11: VIEW NORTH FROM THE FISH HOUSE, TALKING IN THE MOUTH OF THE RIVER 
UGIE AND THE DISTANT ONSHORE DEVELOPMENT AREA. 
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	ER.B.2.1 - Introduction (08443351_A)
	1 Introduction
	1.1 Overview
	1.1.1.1 Salamander Wind Project Company Limited (SWPC) (hereafter known as ‘the Applicant’) is seeking consent to develop the Salamander Floating Offshore Wind Farm (hereafter known as ‘the Salamander Project’) approximately 35 kilometres (km) east of...
	1.1.1.2 The Salamander Project will consist of offshore and onshore infrastructure, including an offshore generating station (wind farm), export cables to landfall, and connection to the electricity transmission network. This document is the Onshore E...
	1.1.1.3 The Onshore Development of the Salamander Project includes the onshore components that are required across all of the Salamander Project phases from development to decommissioning, for which the Applicant is seeking consent. These are:
	1.1.1.4 At Landfall, the Offshore Export Cable(s) will be joined to Onshore Export Cables at the Transition Joint Bays (TJBs) which will be located above MHWS.
	1.1.1.5 The Onshore Development will enable the Salamander Project to connect to the national electricity grid, and will include the Landfall, Onshore Export Cables, and Onshore Substation (OnSS), that includes Energy Balancing Infrastructure (EBI) co...

	1.2 Purpose of the Document
	1.2.1.1 The purpose of this Onshore EIAR is to describe the required information and results of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) carried out as a requirement under the relevant legislation, including:
	1.2.1.2 This EIAR has been informed by the Salamander EIA Scoping Report (SBES, 2023), Scoping Opinion from Marine Directorate – Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT) (MD-LOT, 2023) and Aberdeenshire Council (Aberdeenshire Council, 2023). The EIAR presen...
	1.2.1.3 This EIAR will support the application for the relevant consents which are required for the Salamander Project as listed in Section 1.5.

	1.3 The Applicant Background and Project Team
	1.3.1.1 The Salamander Project is being developed by the Applicant, SWPC Ltd., which is formed in a joint venture (JV) partnership between Ørsted, Simply Blue Group and Subsea7.
	1.3.1.2 The Ørsted vision is a world that runs entirely on green energy. Ørsted develops, constructs, and operates offshore and onshore wind farms, solar farms, energy storage facilities, renewable hydrogen and green fuels facilities, and bioenergy pl...
	1.3.1.3 Simply Blue Group, headquartered in Cork, Ireland, is a leading blue economy developer focused on replacing fossil fuels with clean ocean energy. It develops pioneering blue economy projects – offshore wind, sustainable fuels, marine energy, c...
	1.3.1.4 Subsea7 is a global leader in the delivery of offshore projects and services for the evolving energy industry. Subsea7 creates sustainable value by being the industry’s partner and employer of choice in delivering the efficient offshore soluti...
	1.3.1.5 The Applicant has commissioned Environmental Resources Management (ERM) Limited as the lead consultant on the EIA. ERM is the world’s largest sustainability dedicated consultancy, partnering with the world’s leading organisations, creating inn...

	1.4 Project Overview
	1.4.1.1 The proposed Salamander Project consists of a floating offshore wind farm with up to 100 MW capacity installed off the coast of Peterhead. Once operational, the Salamander Project will contribute to Scotland’s net-zero targets set out in the C...
	1.4.1.2 The Salamander Project is expected to be operational by Q4 2029 with an operational life of up to 35 years. Further information regarding the Salamander Project’s timeline is discussed in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 4: Project Description.
	1.4.2 Innovation and Targeted Oil and Gas Decarbonisation Leasing
	1.4.2.1 In 2022/23 Crown Estate Scotland (CES) held a seabed leasing round for Innovation and Targeted Oil and Gas (INTOG) projects; offshore wind farm projects providing either low carbon electricity to power oil and gas installations to help to deca...
	1.4.2.2 The Innovation (IN) leasing route was developed to support small (≤100 MW) projects in reducing costs, reducing risk, and developing Scotland as a destination for innovation and technical development. Critical to this process is that these sma...
	1.4.2.3 Under the Innovation leasing rules, each leased project must not exceed the maximum allowed capacity of 100 MW and be sited within an area no more than 33.33 km2; the Salamander Project’s Offshore Array Area (OAA) is consistent with these requ...
	1.4.2.4 The Salamander Project is an Innovation ‘supply chain’ project, that plans to connect to the grid and bring a broad range of innovations to the commercial market that will be deliverable by the local Scottish supply chain. It is considered a ‘...

	1.4.3 Location and Extent
	1.4.3.1 The Onshore Export Cable Corridor is the corridor from Landfall in which the onshore export cable(s) (which will include fibre optic cable(s)) will bring electricity to where the OnSS will be located. There will be up to two Onshore Export Cab...
	1.4.3.2 The Onshore Development Area refers to the total area comprising the Landfall, Onshore ECC and OnSS, EBI and associated infrastructure.


	1.5 Consents
	1.5.1.1 At present the Applicant is seeking the necessary relevant consents to develop the Salamander Project. The key consents required for the Onshore Development of the Salamander Project are:
	1.5.1.2 Applications for the above consents and licences are submitted alongside this EIAR to the Aberdeenshire Council and the ECU seeking approval for the Onshore Development from the Scottish Ministers.
	1.5.1.3 Other Licences that may be applied for include European Protected Species (EPS) Licences under the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c) Regulations 1994.
	1.5.1.4 Table 1-1 summarises the proposed management plans that are expected to be required for approval by the Scottish Ministers as a condition for Section 36 Consent and Aberdeenshire Council for Planning Permission. Therefore, these will be produc...

	1.6 EIA Report Document Structure and Technical Authors
	1.6.1.1 This document is the Onshore EIAR for the Salamander Project. This EIAR will comprise of six Volumes as listed below:
	1.6.1.2 A breakdown of the chapters in each Volume is displayed in Table 1-2. Technical topics have been grouped into Volumes for clarity and to ensure specific topics are easily accessible. Volume ER.B.2, Main Report – Introduction Chapters provides ...
	1.6.1.3 Further details of the Project Team are available in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 1.1: Details of the Project Team.
	1.6.1.4 An Onshore Report to Inform Appropriate Assessment (RIAA) has been produced to accompany the Onshore EIAR and consent applications and will be submitted to the Aberdeenshire Council and the Energy Consents Unit (ECU).
	1.6.1.5 A Net Positive Biodiversity Strategy has been developed (Volume RP.B.1 - NPF4 Net Positive Impact on Biodiversity Report) to ensure that unavoidable direct impacts on biodiversity are compensated for and that enhancement is delivered. The fina...
	1.6.1.6 The documents listed in Table 1-3 will also be submitted to Aberdeenshire Council and the ECU alongside this EIAR.

	1.7 Public Comment
	1.7.1.1 In line with the requirements of EIA legislation and industry best practice, this EIAR will be made publicly available following submission of the Onshore Development applications. Throughout the application process stakeholder engagement will...
	1.7.1.2 Physical copies of this EIAR will be available to view at local publicly accessible locations, which will be stated on the Salamander Project website at https://salamanderfloatingwind.com/.
	1.7.1.3 Alternatively, an electronic copy of the EIAR including figures, annexes and associated documents will be made available from the Salamander Project website at https://salamanderfloatingwind.com/. The Onshore Development application documents ...
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