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  SALAMANDER OFFSHORE WIND FARM ONSHORE EIA REPORT DESK BASED ASSESSMENT AND SURVEY 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This Historic and Archaeological Baseline has been undertaken by ERM on behalf of Salamander 

Wind Project Company Ltd., (the Applicant) for the proposed Salamander Offshore Wind Farm 

(the Salamander Project).  

The purpose of this document is to establish the baseline heritage resource within a 1 km Study 

Area, taking in the Onshore Development Area and land within 1 km. The baseline will be used 

to inform the known heritage resource and the potential for unknown (typically below ground) 

heritage assets within the Onshore Development Area, and specifically within the footprint of the 

Onshore Export Cable Corridor (Onshore ECC), Onshore Substation (OnSS), and Energy 

Balancing Infrastructure (EBI). This baseline will also identify known assets and their location in 

relation to key project infrastructure.  

The historic and archaeological baseline has confirmed that there are four known heritage assets 

located within the Onshore Development Area. These four assets relate to World War II (WWII) 

defences along the beach and associated fields. None of these are located within the footprint of 

the OnSS or EBI but given the lack of certainty over the final route of the Onshore ECC, WWII 

remains may fall within the footprint of this element of the Salamander Project. This report is 

only concerned with potential direct/indirect (physical) impacts. 

The location of the Late Medieval to Post-Medieval Drumline Fishing Village is not well understood 

and the HER data places this asset only 0.2 km north of the OnSS and EBI Compounds. This 

asset therefore retains the potential to be found within the footprint of the Onshore Development 

Area. A walkover of the Onshore Development Area did not identify this asset, but the fields 

containing the OnSS and EBI Compounds were under crop at the time of survey and as such any 

earthworks or finds associated with the village that may have been present were not observed.  

Within the 1 km Study Area, there is a single Scheduled Monument (SM5622) and three Listed 

Buildings (LB16536, LB19799 and LB16388). There are 82 non-designated HER and Canmore 

assets located within the 1 km Study Area, with assets dating from the Early Prehistoric to 

Modern periods. There is a single Early Prehistoric record relating to the discovery of worked 

flints and two Late Prehistoric records relating to settlement. In addition, there is a settlement 

site with possible Medieval origins as well as a church of likely Medieval construction. There are 

71 Post-Medieval assets relating to settlement, agricultural improvement, road and transport 

improvements, industrial sites such as mills, leisure sites such as golf courses and wreck sites 

off the coast. There are seven Modern sites relating to WWII and cold war defences, and a single 

undated cropmark.  

A review of baseline data for the wider historic environment suggests a low potential for Neolithic 

remains to be present within the footprint of the Onshore Development Area. If material from 

this period is identified, it is likely to relate to isolated finds of flint tools or stone axes. There is 

considered to be negligible potential for material predating the Neolithic to be present. Given the 

presence of two Late-Prehistoric settlement sites within the 1 km Study Area and associated 

material culture from just outwith the 1 km Study Area, there is considered to be a moderate 

potential for further Late Prehistoric assets to survive within the footprint of the Onshore 

Development Area. Given the distances to known Roman military sites, there is considered to be 

a negligible potential for unknown Roman archaeological remains being present.   

Based on the available baseline information there is negligible potential for Early Medieval 

remains to be present. Given the presence of a likely Late Medieval fishing village within the 
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1 km Study Area and its close proximity to the OnSS and EBI, in conjunction to the known 

settlement sites and associated field systems just outwith the 1 km Study Area, there is 

considered to be a high potential for further Late Medieval assets to survive within the footprint 

of the Onshore Development Area. These assets would likely be associated with Medieval 

settlement and associated field systems.   

There are 29 heritage assets (excluding offshore wreck sites) dating to the Post-Medieval period 

recorded within the 1 km Study Area. As such, there is considered to be a high potential for 

further Post-Medieval assets to survive within the footprint of the Onshore Development Area. 

These assets would likely be associated with Post-Medieval townships/farmstead and associated 

field systems. Based on the proximity of WWII defences to the location of Onshore Infrastructure, 

the lack of certainty around the exact position of defences in relation to the shifting dunes and 

lack of certainty over the final position of the Onshore ECC, there is considered to be a high 

potential for further WWII structures to be located within the footprint of the Onshore 

Development Area.  

The historic and archaeological baseline does not attempt to assess the magnitude of impact or 

effects to these heritage assets. Discussions around magnitude of impact relating to 

Direct/Indirect Physical Impacts and Setting Impacts, effects as well as mitigation strategies are 

discussed within Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 10: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 

of the EIA Report.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 OUTLINE  

This historic and archaeological baseline has been undertaken by ERM on behalf of Salamander 

Wind Project Company Ltd., (the Applicant) for the proposed Salamander Offshore Wind Farm 

(the Salamander Project).  

The purpose of this document is to establish the baseline heritage resource within a 1 km Study 

Area, taking in the Onshore Development Area and land within 1 km. The baseline will be used 

to inform the known heritage resource and the potential for unknown (typically below ground) 

heritage assets within the Onshore Development Area. This baseline will also identify known 

assets and their location in relation to key project infrastructure.  

An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) will utilise the baseline within this document 

to fully assess any potential direct/indirect (physical) impact to the known or potential heritage 

resource. Impacts and the significance of effects are discussed within Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 

10: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage of the onshore EIAR along with 

recommendation for appropriate mitigation strategies. Setting Impacts to onshore heritage 

assets are also addressed within this chapter. Impacts and Effects relating to marine (seabed) 

assets are discussed within Volume ER.A.3, Chapter 17:  Marine Archaeology and Cultural 

Heritage. Key definitions included within this annex are included in Appendix A Gazetteer of 

Heritage Assets Within 1 Km Study Area.  

1.2 THE DEVELOPMENT  

1.2.1 THE SITE  

The Offshore Array will be located c. 35 km off the coast of Peterhead, with the Offshore Export 

Cable Corridor cable landing c. 4 km north of the historic core and harbour at Peterhead, 

Aberdeenshire, within the Aberdeenshire Council Area. The Onshore Development will include 

the Onshore Export Cable Corridor (hereafter the ‘Onshore ECC’) as well as Onshore Substation 

(OnSS), with Energy Balancing Infrastructure (EBI): this is where the onshore substation and 

energy balancing equipment will be located (Figure 1, Appendix C). Also the trenchless landfall 

location, associated infrastructure and access roads. The OnSS and EBI Compounds will be 

centred on NGR 411125, 849720. Collectively, the Onshore ECC, OnSS and EBI Area, will be 

referred to as the Onshore Development Area, hereafter.  

The baseline Study Area takes in the following Landscape Character Types:1 

• Landscape Character Type 12: Beaches, Dunes and Links - Aberdeenshire  

• Landscape Character Type 17: Coastal, Agricultural Plain - Aberdeenshire  

The Beaches, Dunes and Links of Aberdeenshire are defined by ‘consistent stretches of long, 

broad sandy beaches backed by rolling extensive dunes. The coastline is even with Rattray Head, 

Scotstown Head and Forvie Ness forming subtle points edging long gently curving beaches. A 

very wide, gentle gradual transition occurs between this low-lying landscape and the very gently 

 
1 Nature Scot. Landscape Character Assessment online viewer. Available at Scottish Landscape Character 
Types Map and Descriptions | NatureScot 
[Accessed 2023/11/03] 

https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment/scottish-landscape-character-types-map-and-descriptions
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/landscape/landscape-character-assessment/scottish-landscape-character-types-map-and-descriptions
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undulating and open Coastal Agricultural Plain to the west with largely uninterrupted views 

occurring from adjoining farmed coastal plains to sea.’  

The Coastal, Agricultural Plain is defined by ‘gently undulating landform, relatively large scale, 

extensive mosses and the influence of development including transmission masts, electricity 

transmission lines, the A90 and A953, and the gas terminal at St Fergus on its eastern edge. 

The transition between the Beaches Dunes and Links Landscape Character Type in the east and 

the hinterland formed by this landscape is very gradual.’  

The footprint of the OnSS and EBI Compounds sits on agricultural farmland, enclosed by 

plantation woodland to the north, east and south. This plantation woodland thins out at the 

eastern edge of the OnSS and EBI Compounds. The Onshore ECC takes in the above-mentioned 

plantation woodland, scrubland/rough grassland and at its eastern limit the dunes and sands of 

the adjacent beach. The landing point for the Offshore ECC has not been finalised. As such, there 

is some uncertainty over the exact route of the Onshore ECC between landfall and the OnSS and 

EBI Compounds.  

The footprint of the OnSS and EBI Compounds sits on relatively flat land at c. 15 m Above 

Ordnance Datum (AOD). The Onshore ECC will be located on gently west to east sloping land 

with a high point of 15 m AOD adjacent to the OnSS and EBI areas. This reduces to sea level at 

the Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS).  

The British Geological Survey2 (BGS) identifies the bedrock geology below the OnSS and EBI 

areas as belonging to the Crinan Subgroup and Tayvallich Subgroup (undifferentiated) - 

Semipelite, Pelite and Psammite group. The Onshore ECC area is identified as belonging to the 

Peterhead Pluton – Granite Formation. The BGS identifies the superficial deposits of the OnSS 

and EBI areas as belonging to the Hatton Till Formation - Diamicton, Clay, Sand and Gravel. The 

superficial deposits of the Onshore ECC area are identified as blown sand and marine beach 

deposits of gravel, sand and silt.  

1.2.2 DEVELOPMENT DESCRIPTION  

The OnSS contains the electrical components for transforming the power supplied from the wind 

farm to 132 kV and to adjust the power quality and power factor, as required to meet the UK 

Grid Code for supply to the National Grid.  

The EBI will comprise any of (or a combination of) the following: an energy storage technology 

such as batteries, energy conversion technology such as power converters, balance of plant 

equipment such as transformers, switchgear, computing and monitoring equipment, as well as 

cables or busbars to connect these to the rest of the OnSS.  

The Onshore ECC runs from the intertidal zone to the OnSS and EBI Compounds. The realistic 

worst-case Project Design Envelope assumes a Landfall Compound constructed some distance 

from the OnSS and EBI Compounds, with open cut trenches employed for the onshore section 

of the Onshore ECC. Onshore cables will be buried in trenches between the Landfall Compound 

and the OnSS and EBI Compounds, which will subsequently be reinstated to their pre-existing 

condition as far as reasonably practicable.  

 
2 British Geological Survey GeoIndex Onshore Viewer. Available at GeoIndex - British Geological Survey 
(bgs.ac.uk). [Accessed on 11/09/2023] 

https://mapapps2.bgs.ac.uk/geoindex/home.html
https://mapapps2.bgs.ac.uk/geoindex/home.html
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The OnSS and EBI infrastructure will be located to the east of the A90, just north of Lunderton 

Farm and south of Cuttie Burn, on land located 2.4 km north-east of the outer northern boundary 

of Peterhead, 2.3 km south-east of the southern boundary of the village of St Fergus, c. 0.4 km 

east of the A90 and 0.6 km west of the mean high tide mark on the nearby beach. The field 

housing the OnSS and EBI infrastructure is bounded to the north, east and south by plantation 

woodland. The Onshore ECC will be located within the Onshore Development Area, which covers 

a mix of dunes, arable farmland and forestry.  

Site layout 

A site layout drawing is provided within Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 4: Project Description of 

the EIA Report but is provided within Appendix C (Figure 1) of this document for convenience. 

The OnSS and EBI infrastructure will be reached via an access road running west to east from 

the A90, located at the southern edge of plantation woodland to the north of the OnSS and EBI 

infrastructure. The substation and associated infrastructure will be located at the eastern limit 

farmland at the southern boundary of the plantation woodland. The EBI and associated 

infrastructure will be located immediately south of the substation. The OnSS and EBI 

infrastructure will have a footprint of c. 3 ha.   

2. METHODOLOGY AND AIMS

2.1 METHODOLOGY

The historic and archaeological baseline comprises a written description of the known heritage 

resource, within a 1 km Study Area, provides a description of the area's historic character, and 

details the archaeological potential of the Onshore Development Area. This information will be 

used to identify known assets in close proximity to key project infrastructure and to identify the 

potential of the Onshore Development Area to contain unknown below ground assets.   

This document is supported by a series of figures (see Appendix C): 

• Figure 1: Site location, layout and 1 km Study Area;

• Figure 2: Designated Assets within 1 km Study Area;

• Figure 3: Non-designated assets within 1 km Study Area;

• Figure 4: All heritage assets by period;

• Figure 5: First Edition 6’’ OS Map with Onshore Development; and

• Figure 6: 1970 OS Map with Onshore Development.

This baseline, in conjunction with Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 10: Onshore Archaeology and 

Cultural Heritage of the EIAR will conform to the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists' (CIfA) 

Standard and Guidance for historic environment desk-based assessment (updated 2017)3. 

2.1.1 STUDY AREAS 

The Study Area comprises a 1 km buffer from the Onshore Development Area. The wider historic 

environment will be considered, as and when pertinent to the Onshore Development Area.  

3 CIfA Guidance for DBA. Available at CIfAS&GDBA_4.pdf (archaeologists.net). [Accessed 2023.10.23] 

https://www.archaeologists.net/sites/default/files/CIfAS%26GDBA_4.pdf
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This baseline excludes any marine assets beyond the MHSW. These assets are considered within 

Volume ER.A.3, Chapter 17: Marine Archaeology and Cultural Heritage.  

2.1.2 BASELINE DATA COLLATION  

In order to establish the historic environment baseline and aid in the assessment of the physical 

and ground-based archaeological potential of the Onshore Development Area, a comprehensive 

review of data was collated from the following sources:  

• Historic Environment Scotland Datasets including:   

o Canmore Archaeological Records;   

o Database of World Heritage Sites;   

o Database of Scheduled Monuments;  

o Database of Listed Buildings;   

o Database of Inventoried Garden and Designed Landscapes; and  

o Database of Inventoried Battlefields.   

• Aerial Photography and LiDAR;  

• Cartographic evidence from the Ordnance Survey and historic maps;   

• Aberdeenshire Council Historic Environment Record (HER) (consulted March 2023);  

• The Statistical Accounts for Scotland;  

• The National Records of Scotland;  

• Conservation Area Appraisals and maps as held by the local planning authority;  

• Landscape Character Assessment;  

• Special Landscape Areas;  

• Archaeological Data Service (ADS) for heritage data including grey literature reports, 

archaeological journals, and the Excavation Index for Scotland;  

• Regional and national research framework assessments and strategies; and  

• Published and grey literature archaeological journals and monographs.   

2.1.3 SITE VISIT  

A site walkover of the Onshore Development Area was conducted on 18 May 2023. The walkover 

was undertaken at low tide, allowing for a visual inspection of the intertidal zone. The purpose 

of the walkover survey was to:  

• Validate the baseline dataset within the Onshore Development Area and to identify any 

other unrecorded archaeological remains that may exist within the Onshore Development 

Area; and  

• Identify unforeseen factors which may result in impacts to the historic environment as a 

result of the Onshore Development.  

The results of the walkover survey are detailed in Section 4.6.  
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2.1.4 ASSESSMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL  

The potential for surviving archaeological evidence of past activity within the Onshore 

Development Area is expressed in this report as ranging between the scales of High and 

Negligible or Unknown where this cannot be determined (see Table 2-1). 

TABLE 2-1 CRITERIA FOR ASSIGNING ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL 

Potential  Definition  

High  a known or strong potential for archaeological evidence to survive intact or 
reasonably intact;  

Medium  a reasonable likelihood for past activity with a potential that archaeological 
evidence could survive.  

Low  the area is not thought to contain archaeological evidence of past activity or 
said evidence is likely to have been disturbed since deposition.  

Negligible  the area is highly unlikely to contain archaeological evidence of past activity, 

or the area has been disturbed to such an extent that survival is all but 
impossible.  

Unknown  Insufficient information to assess.  

2.1.5 ASSESSMENT OF IMPORTANCE/VALUE 

In order to assess the importance/value of a heritage asset, where an existing designation does 

not exist, the criteria outlined in Table 2-2 will be used, with estimates based on professional 

judgment and the likely historic, or archaeological importance of that asset: 

TABLE 2-2 CRITERIA FOR ASSIGNING IMPORTANCE/VALUE 

Importance/Value 
of Receptor  

Definition  

High  Heritage Assets valued at an international or national level. These may 
include Scheduled Monuments, Category A Listed Buildings, Registered 
Battlefields, Gardens and Designed Landscapes, and nationally 
important archaeological features and conservation areas (as defined in 
the Council’s HER).  

Medium  Heritage Assets valued at a regional level. These may include Category 
B and some Category C Listed Buildings as well as regionally important 
archaeological features and conservation areas.   

Low  Heritage Assets valued at a local level. These may include Category C 
Listed Buildings, some conservation areas and non-designated assets 
of local value.  

Negligible  Badly preserved and/or damaged or very common archaeological 
features and buildings of little or no value at local or any other scale.   

 

In relation to below ground heritage resource, it is often not possible to confirm a value with any 

certainty, as the full spatial extent of an asset, density of archaeological remains and state of 

preservation cannot be known prior to further archaeological site investigation. In such 

circumstances a professional judgement as to the importance/value of the receptor will be 
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applied. Values of known heritage assets are detailed in Appendix A Gazetteer of Heritage 

Assets Within 1 Km Study Area. 

2.1.6 AIMS 

The aims of this document are as follows:  

• Establish a baseline for the historic environment within the 1 km Study Area, alongside a 

summary of the wider historic landscape;   

• Establish the archaeological potential for unknown buried archaeology to survive within the 

Onshore Development Area;  

• To assign an importance/value to known heritage assets within the 1 km Study Area; and  

• To identify known heritage assets that may be impacted by key infrastructure and for which 

further design consideration and assessment may be required.  

2.1.7 OBJECTIVES  

The objectives of this assessment are:  

• To set out the statutory, planning and policy context relating to the historic environment;  

• To provide an overview of the heritage resources within the Study Area and surrounding 

historic landscape, based on existing archaeological records and secondary sources; and  

• To provide sufficient information on the baseline heritage resource to allow for informed 

decisions to be made in relation to direct/indirect (physical) impacts, as well as Setting 

Impacts within the EIAR.  

2.1.8 ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITATIONS  

This assessment comprises a desk-based review of information taken from HES datasets and 

data from the Aberdeenshire Council HER, as well as a variety of secondary sources, alongside 

a comprehensive walkover survey. Whilst this information is assumed to be accurate, it does not 

constitute a complete record of the historic environment and does not preclude the potential for 

hitherto unidentified archaeological remains or deposits to be encountered within the Onshore 

Development Area. Undertaking the walkover survey to support this report does not preclude 

the possibility that additional or subsurface archaeological remains survive within the footprint 

of the Onshore Development Area.  

3. LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK AND GUIDANCE 

3.1 LEGISLATION 

In relation to the Salamander Project, the assessment of impacts to the historic environment 

falls under the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017as 

amended (the EIA Regulations) and this report forms the baseline against which the assessment 

will occur. This report is a technical annex to Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 10: Onshore 

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage of the EIA Report and will accompany the application for 

consent.  

Statutory protection for archaeology is principally outlined in the Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Areas Act (1979), as amended by the National Heritage Act (1983), and nationally 

important sites are listed in a Schedule of Monuments.  
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Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas receive protection under the Planning (Listed Buildings 

and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended by the Enterprise and Regulatory 

Reform Act (2013). The 1997 Act places a duty on the local planning authority with respect to 

Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas, and their settings. Section 59 of the 1997 Act states 

(in part):  

“In considering whether to grant planning permission for development which affects a listed 

building or its setting, a planning authority or the Secretary of State… shall have special regard 

to the desirability of preserving the building or its setting or any features of special architectural 

or historic interest which it possesses.”  

Section 64 states:  

“In the exercise, with respect to any buildings or other land in a conservation area, of any powers 

under any of the provisions in subsection (2), special attention shall be paid to the desirability 

of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of that area.”  

The Historic Environment Scotland Act 2014 defines the role of Historic Environment Scotland 

(HES) and the processes for the designation of heritage assets, consents and rights of appeal. 

3.2  POLICY 

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4)4 is the national spatial strategy for Scotland. It sets out 

the Scottish Government’s spatial principles, regional priorities, national developments, and 

national planning policy.  

Policy 7 intends to “protect and enhance historic environment assets and places, and to enable 

positive change as a catalyst for the regeneration of places.”  

Policy outcomes:  

“The historic environment is valued, protected, and enhanced, supporting the transition to net 

zero and ensuring assets are resilient to current and future impacts of climate change.”  

“Redundant or neglected historic buildings are brought back into sustainable and productive 

uses”; and  

“Recognise the social, environmental and economic value of the historic environment, to our 

economy and cultural identity.”  

Regarding designated heritage assets, NPF4 states:  

“Development proposals with a potentially significant impact on historic assets or places will be 

accompanied by an assessment which is based on an understanding of the cultural significance 

of the historic asset and/or place. The assessment should identify the likely visual or physical 

impact of any proposals for change, including cumulative effects and provide a sound basis for 

managing the impacts of change. Proposals should also be informed by national policy and 

guidance on managing change in the historic environment, and information held within Historic 

Environment Records.”  

 
4 Scottish Government (2022) Scottish Planning Policy. Available at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4-revised-draft/pages/3/  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4-revised-draft/pages/3/


  
 

10 

CLIENT: Salamander Wind Project Company Limited.  

PROJECT NO: 0689625 DATE: 16 August 2024 VERSION: 3.0 

SALAMANDER OFFSHORE WIND FARM ONSHORE EIA REPORT DESK BASED ASSESSMENT AND SURVEY DESK BASED ASSESSMENT AND SURVEY 

“Development proposals for the demolition of listed buildings will not be supported unless it has 

been demonstrated that there are exceptional circumstances and that all reasonable efforts have 

been made to retain, reuse and/or adapt the listed building.”  

“Development proposals for the reuse, alteration or extension of a listed building will only be 

supported where they will preserve its character, special architectural or historic interest and 

setting. Development proposals affecting the setting of a listed building should preserve its 

character, and its special architectural or historic interest.”  

“Development proposals in or affecting conservation areas will only be supported where the 

character and appearance of the conservation area and its setting is preserved or enhanced.”  

“Development proposals in conservation areas will ensure that existing natural and built features 

which contribute to the character of the conservation area and its setting, including structures, 

boundary walls, railings, trees and hedges, are retained.”  

“Demolition of buildings in a conservation area which make a positive contribution to its character 

will only be supported where it has been demonstrated that:  

i. reasonable efforts have been made to retain, repair and reuse the building;  

ii. the building is of little townscape value;  

iii. the structural condition of the building prevents its retention at a reasonable cost; or  

iv. the form or location of the building makes its reuse extremely difficult.”  

“Where demolition within a conservation area is to be followed by redevelopment, consent 

to demolish will only be supported when an acceptable design, layout and materials are 

being used for the replacement development.”  

“Development proposals affecting scheduled monuments will only be supported where:  

i. direct impacts on the scheduled monument are avoided;  

ii. significant adverse impacts on the integrity of the setting of a scheduled monument 

are avoided; or  

iii. exceptional circumstances have been demonstrated to justify the impact on a 

scheduled monument and its setting and impacts on the monument or its setting have 

been minimised.”  

“Development proposals affecting nationally important Gardens and Designed Landscapes will 

be supported where they protect, preserve or enhance their cultural significance, character and 

integrity and where proposals will not significantly impact on important views to, from and within 

the site, or its setting.”  

“Development proposals affecting nationally important Historic Battlefields will only be supported 

where they protect and, where appropriate, enhance their cultural significance, key landscape 

characteristics, physical remains and special qualities.”  

“Development proposals at the coast edge or that extend offshore will only be supported where 

proposals do not significantly hinder the preservation objectives of Historic Marine Protected 

Areas.”  

“Development proposals affecting a World Heritage Site, or its setting will only be supported 

where their Outstanding Universal Value is protected and preserved.”  
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“Development proposals which sensitively repair, enhance and bring historic buildings, as 

identified as being at risk locally or on the national Buildings at Risk Register, back into beneficial 

use will be supported.”  

“Enabling development for historic environment assets or places that would otherwise be 

unacceptable in planning terms, will only be supported when it has been demonstrated that the 

enabling development proposed is:  

i. essential to secure the future of an historic environment asset or place which is at risk 

of serious deterioration or loss; and  

ii. the minimum necessary to secure the restoration, adaptation and long-term future of 

the historic environment asset or place.”  

NPF4 also states that:  

“Non-designated historic environment assets, places and their setting should be protected and 

preserved in situ wherever feasible. Where there is potential for non-designated buried 

archaeological remains to exist below a site, developers will provide an evaluation of the 

archaeological resource at an early stage so that planning authorities can assess impacts. 

Historic buildings may also have archaeological significance which is not understood and may 

require assessment.  

Where impacts cannot be avoided, they should be minimised. Where it has been demonstrated 

that avoidance or retention is not possible, excavation, recording, analysis, archiving, publication 

and activities to provide public benefit may be required through the use of conditions or 

legal/planning obligations.  

When new archaeological discoveries are made during the course of development works, they 

must be reported to the planning authority to enable agreement on appropriate inspection, 

recording and mitigation measures.”  

‘Our Place in Time: The Historic Environment Strategy for Scotland’ presents the Scottish 

Government’s strategy for the protection and promotion of the historic environment. The Historic 

Environment Policy for Scotland (HEPS) and the Historic Environment Scotland Circular 

complement the NPF4 and provide further policy direction. In particular, HEPS provides more 

detailed policy on historic environment designations and consents.  

3.3 LOCAL POLICY 

The Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan (ALDP) adopted January 20235, and associated 

supplementary guidance on Conservation Areas6 and Special Landscape Areas7 will inform any 

assessment.  

The following policies within the ALDP are considered to be relevant to the Salamander Project:  

 
5 Aberdeenshire Council (2023). The Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan (ALDP), adopted January 
2023. Available online at: https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/ldp-2023/  
6 ALDP Appendix 11: Conservation Areas. Available at Aberdeenshire Local development Plan - October 
2022 – Appendix 11 Conservation Areas 
7 ALDP Appendix 13: Special Landscape Areas. Available at 
online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/ldpmedia/LDP2021/Appendix13AberdeenshireSpecialLandscapeAreas.pdf    
[Accessed 2023/08/01] 

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/ldp-2023/
https://online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/ldpmedia/LDP2021/Appendix11ConservationAreas.pdf
https://online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/ldpmedia/LDP2021/Appendix11ConservationAreas.pdf
online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/ldpmedia/LDP2021/Appendix13AberdeenshireSpecialLandscapeAreas.pdf
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Policy HE1 – Protecting Listed Buildings, Scheduled Monuments and Archaeological 

Sites (including other historic buildings)  

• HE1.1: ABC ‘will resist development that would have an adverse impact on the character, 

integrity or setting of listed buildings, or scheduled monuments, or other archaeological 

sites. If adverse impact is unavoidable, it should be minimised and justified.’  

• HE1.2: ABC ‘will protect all listed buildings contained on the statutory list of Buildings of 

Special Architectural or Historic Interest for Aberdeenshire, all scheduled monuments 

contained on the statutory schedule of Monuments for Aberdeenshire and undesignated 

archaeological sites in Aberdeenshire. We will encourage their protection, maintenance, 

enhancement, and appropriate active use and conservation.’  

• HE1.3 and HE1.4 relate to the physical alteration and/or demolition of listed buildings and 

are not considered relevant to this Development.  

• HE1.5: ‘Development on nationally or locally important monuments or archaeological sites 

or having an adverse impact on the integrity of their setting, will only be allowed if there 

are exceptional circumstances, including those of a social or economic nature, and there is 

no alternative site. It is the developer’s responsibility to provide information on the nature 

and location of the archaeological features, including details of any mitigation measures 

proposed, prior to determination of the planning application.’  

• HE1.6: ‘Where preservation of the (archaeological) site in its original location is not 

possible, the developer must arrange for the full excavation and recording of the site in 

advance of development to satisfy Aberdeenshire Council that the impacts from 

development have been fully mitigated.’  

Policy HE2 – Protecting Historic, Cultural and Conservation Areas  

• HE2.1: ABC ‘will resist development, including change of use or demolition, which would 

fail to preserve or enhance the character or appearance of a conservation area. This 

applies both to developments within the conservation area and proposals outwith that 

would affect its character or appearance. We will seek retention, restoration, and 

sympathetic adaptation of unlisted buildings which contribute positively to the special 

architectural or historic interest of the area, in preference to allowing their demolition.’  

• HE2.2 relates to development within a Conservation Area and is not considered relevant to 

this Development. Policies HE2.3 and HE2.4 relate to developments impacting inventory 

battlefield or inventory garden and designed landscape and are not considered relevant to 

the Salamander Project.  

Policy HE3 relates to the re-use and re-development of historic buildings on the ‘at risk’ register’ 

and is not considered relevant to the Salamander Project.’   

Appendix 11 of the ALDP provides details of ‘Conservation Areas’ within Aberdeenshire Council 

(AC) planning authority.  

Policy E2 – Landscape   

Policy E2 Landscape of the ALDP outlines Aberdeenshire Council’s approach to development that 

may affect the landscape of Aberdeenshire (see Appendix 1). The aim of this policy is to ensure 

that SLAs are afforded adequate protection against inappropriate development.  

• E2.1: AC ‘will refuse development that causes unacceptable effects through its scale, 

location or design on key characteristics, natural landscape elements, features or the 
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composition or quality of the landscape character as defined in the Landscape Character 

Assessments produced by NatureScot. These impacts can be either alone or cumulatively 

with other recent developments. A Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) may 

be required to assess the effects of change on a landscape that could be experienced 

should a development proposal be approved. Appropriate mitigation should be identified.’  

• E2.2: ‘Development that has a significant adverse impact on the qualifying interests of a 

Special Landscape Area will not be permitted unless it is adequately demonstrated that 

these effects are clearly outweighed by social, environmental or economic benefits of at 

least local importance. Appendix 13 on Special Landscape Areas is also intended to be used 

as a guide by prospective developers in assessing potential impact. Development, in terms 

of its location, scale, design, materials and landscaping, should be of a high standard and 

enhance the special qualities and character of the Special Landscape Area.’  

Appendix 13 of the ALDP provides details of ‘Special Landscape Areas’ within the AC Planning 

Authority. Appendix 13 defines Special Landscape Areas (SLA) ‘local landscape designation 

placed on an area that exhibits particular qualities and characteristics within them that are 

valued locally.’  

Appendix 13 locates the Onshore Development Area within the north-east Aberdeenshire Coast 

SLA. In relation to heritage, the Statement of Importance for the north-east AC SLA within 

Appendix 13 states: ‘The importance of the coast to the setting of settlements and numerous 

built heritage assets such as castles, towers and churches is recognised.’  

Furthermore, Appendix 13 states: ‘Settlements and industry have had a major impact on this 

landscape, most notably the St Fergus Gas Terminal. Elsewhere, traditional fishing villages that 

have a strong relationship with the coast are nestled into the sheltered landform. There are 

numerous features of built heritage interest along the coast.’  

Within Appendix 13, and relating to heritage, the following aspects and features of the SLA are 

considered worthy of recognition through SLA designation:  

• Overriding horizontal composition, emphasised by low-lying landform and “soft” gradual 

transition from land to sea.  

• Expansive beaches backed by rolling dunes. The views from beaches are typically directed 

out to sea or along the coast.  

• Lighthouses, such as Rattray, form landmark features along the coast as by necessity, 

they have prominent locations, colours, and a vertical form.  

• A popular coast for visitors, with coastal paths, accessible dunes, golf courses and popular 

beaches.  

• Prehistoric sites of national importance, including the Mesolithic landscapes at Sands of 

Forvie and Blackdog.  

• Features of built heritage typically prominent in the open landscape.  

• The iconic Slains Castle and its association with Bram Stoker.  

• Remains of WWII anti-invasion defences along the beaches, in particular at the mouth of 

the Ythan River and around Rattray Head.  
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• Coastal settlement is generally associated with small harbours, such as at Collieston and 

Cruden Bay.   

• The siting and orientation of buildings can be highly distinctive, as seen at Inverallochy.  

Within Appendix 13, AC make the following recommendations/observations for managing change 

to the SLA:  

• The north-east Aberdeenshire Coast SLA is classed as a coastal landscape type. As such, 

emphasis should be to maintain the focus of development within existing coastal 

settlements in order to retain the character of the coastal area. Development within 

settlements should be of a scale and style that respects and complements their coastal 

character. The effects of development along the coastal edge and within the hinterland 

adjacent to the SLA should be carefully considered.  

• Development that seeks to exploit the expansive beaches and rolling dunes, should be 

carefully considered, in order to ensure that the dune network and panoramic views 

within are not negatively impacted upon.  

• Development that may impact upon the dramatic cliffs to the south of Boddam, should 

only be permitted where it can be demonstrated that the sense of place and wildness 

associated with the cliffs in this area will be unaffected.  

• The setting of lighthouses and other landmark features along the coast should be 

protected.  

• Care should be exercised to ensure that visitor facilities do not act to the detriment of 

the environmental, geological and historical qualities.  

• Landscape and visual impacts of proposed developments in and around the edge of 

coastal settlements should be clearly set out in a coastal character assessment, ensuring 

that any impacts (both positive and negative) can be determined.  

• The siting and orientation of buildings can be highly distinctive. Siting and design should 

be carefully considered to ensure development respects the vernacular heritage and 

sense of place felt in coastal settlements.  

3.4 GUIDANCE 

Planning Advice Note 2/2011: Planning and Archaeology8 provides advice on dealing with 

archaeological remains. Whilst it covers a range of issues, of particular relevance is the planning 

balance associated with the preservation of archaeological remains and the benefits of 

development; the circumstances under which developers may be required to provide further 

information or field evaluation to inform decisions; and measures that can be taken to mitigate 

adverse effects.  

 
8 Scottish Government (2011) Planning Advice Note 2/2011. Available at 
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-
guidance/2011/07/pan-2-2011-planning-archaeology/documents/pan2_2011-planning-archaeology-
pdf/pan2_2011-planning-archaeology-
pdf/govscot%3Adocument/PAN2_2011%2BPlanning%2Band%2Barchaeology.pdf 
[Accessed 31/07/2023] 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2011/07/pan-2-2011-planning-archaeology/documents/pan2_2011-planning-archaeology-pdf/pan2_2011-planning-archaeology-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/PAN2_2011%2BPlanning%2Band%2Barchaeology.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2011/07/pan-2-2011-planning-archaeology/documents/pan2_2011-planning-archaeology-pdf/pan2_2011-planning-archaeology-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/PAN2_2011%2BPlanning%2Band%2Barchaeology.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2011/07/pan-2-2011-planning-archaeology/documents/pan2_2011-planning-archaeology-pdf/pan2_2011-planning-archaeology-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/PAN2_2011%2BPlanning%2Band%2Barchaeology.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2011/07/pan-2-2011-planning-archaeology/documents/pan2_2011-planning-archaeology-pdf/pan2_2011-planning-archaeology-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/PAN2_2011%2BPlanning%2Band%2Barchaeology.pdf
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Designation Policy and Selection Guidance (DPSG, 2019) accompanies HEPS and details the 

policy and selection guidance used by Historic Environment Scotland when designating heritage 

assets of national importance.   

Guidance on how to apply the policies set out in the SPP is set out in Historic Environment 

Scotland’s ‘Managing Change in the Historic Environment Series’9, of which their guidance on 

‘Setting’ is particularly relevant. 

4. HISTORICAL BASELINE 

4.1 OVERVIEW 

The following section presents a summary of the known historical and archaeological baseline, 

with designated and non-designated assets identified by either their Historic Environment 

Scotland (HES) ID or AC (HER) ID. Where no HER ID is allocated, the assets CANMORE ID is 

given. A full summary of these assets, and associated HER ID and CANMORE IDs, descriptions, 

and period are presented in Appendix A Gazetteer of Heritage Assets Within 1 Km Study 

Area.  

Where possible, assets have been assigned to time periods as defined by the Scottish 

Archaeological Research Framework (ScARF) National Framework Panel Reports Chronology and 

Downloads10 (Table 4-1). Assets are located across Figure 2 to Figure 4, Appendix C. 

TABLE 4-1 PERIOD DEFINITIONS 

Period name   Date range  

Early 
Prehistory  

Palaeolithic to Mesolithic  12,700 BC – 4,100 BC  

Neolithic   4,100 BC – 2,500 BC  

Later 
Prehistory  

Chalcolithic and Bronze Age  2,500 BC – 800 BC  

Iron Age  800 BC – AD 400  

Medieval  AD 400 – 1500  

Post-Medieval to Modern  AD 1500 – 1900  

Modern  1900 – present AD  

4.2 DESIGNATED ASSETS 

Within the 1 km Study Area, there is a single Scheduled Monument and three Listed Buildings. 

Details are provided within Table 4-2 below. 

 
9 Historic Environment Scotland (2020).  Managing Change in the Historic Environment – Setting. 
Available online at: https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-
research/publications/publication/?publicationId=80b7c0a0-584b-4625-b1fd-a60b009c2549  
10 (ScARF) National Framework Panel Reports Chronology and Downloads 
https://scarf.scot/national/panel-report-chronology-and-downloads/  
[Accessed 31/07/2023]  

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/publications/publication/?publicationId=80b7c0a0-584b-4625-b1fd-a60b009c2549
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/publications/publication/?publicationId=80b7c0a0-584b-4625-b1fd-a60b009c2549
https://scarf.scot/national/panel-report-chronology-and-downloads/
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TABLE 4-2 DESIGNATED ASSETS WITHIN 1 KM STUDY AREA 

Designation  Asset References  Name  Description  

Reference  LB 
Category  

Scheduled 
Monument  

SM5622  n/a  St. Fergus’s 
Church, old 
parish church  

Medieval Church, originally the parish 
church for Inverugie. Abandoned early 17th 
century.  

Listed 

building  

LB16536  B  Old 
Churchyard of 
St. Fergus  

Medieval Churchyard. Excludes Scheduled 
Monument.  

Listed 
building  

LB19799  C  Lunderton 
House  

Post-medieval. Early 19th century 
dwelling.  

Listed 
building  

LB16388  B  Balmoor 
Bridge  

Post-Medieval. Late 19th century bridge 
over River Ugie.  

 

The scheduled monument relates to the Parish Church, which likely has Medieval origins. Three 

scheduled Medieval castles (SM3259 Castle Hill Motte, SM98, Inverugie Castle and SM2496, 

Ravenscraig Castle) are located just beyond the 1 km Study Area and these are discussed in 

Section 4.8.4 below. Barring the listed churchyard at St. Fergus’s Old Parish Church, the 

remaining listed buildings relate to the Post-Medieval period and provide evidence for 

improvements to the local farming economy and transport infrastructure. 

4.3 NON-DESIGNATED ASSETS  

There are 82 non-designated HER and Canmore assets located within the 1 km Study Area, with 

assets dating from the Early Prehistoric to Modern periods. There is a single Early Prehistoric 

record relating to the discovery of worked flints and two Late Prehistoric records relating to 

settlement. In addition, there is a settlement site with possible Medieval origins as well as a 

church with a likely Medieval construction date. There are 71 Post-Medieval assets relating to 

settlement, agricultural improvement, road and transport improvements, industrial sites such as 

mills, leisure sites such as golf courses and wreck sites off the coast. There are seven Modern 

sites relating to WWII and Cold War defences and a single undated cropmark.  

These assets are discussed in greater detail within the archaeological baseline (Section 4.8) 

and are listed within Appendix A Gazetteer of Heritage Assets Within 1 Km Study Area.  

4.4 NATIONAL RECORDS OF SCOTLAND  

A search of the National Records of Scotland (NRS) catalogue11 for the term ‘St Fergus’ returned 

178 matching records. These records consist of 17th to 20th century of court and legal records, 

church records, county records of land leases and deeds and town plans associated with the 

village of St Fergus. The most pertinent NRS records are associated with the formation of local 

militia in the early 19th century and records of Forfeited Estates after the 1715 and 1719 AD 

Jacobite uprising (see Section 4.8.5). The records of Forfeited Estates relate to the Marischal 

 
11 National Records of Scotland Catalogue. Available at NAS Catalogue - search results 
(nrscotland.gov.uk) [Accessed 2023/08/01]  

https://catalogue.nrscotland.gov.uk/nrsonlinecatalogue/results.aspx?st=1&tc=y&tl=n&tn=n&tp=n&k=st+fergus&ko=a&r=&ro=s&df=&dt=&di=y
https://catalogue.nrscotland.gov.uk/nrsonlinecatalogue/results.aspx?st=1&tc=y&tl=n&tn=n&tp=n&k=st+fergus&ko=a&r=&ro=s&df=&dt=&di=y
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Estate, belonging to George Keith, 10th Earl Marischal, born in Inverugie Castle and owner of the 

surrounding lands.  

A search of the NRS catalogue for the term ‘Peterhead’ returned 3022 matching records. These 

records consist of 18th to 20th century of court and legal records, prison records, Fishery Office 

records, harbour records, Valuation Office records, Agricultural Census records, British Railway 

records, Business records, ship and boat registrations, church records, county records of land 

leases and deeds and road and utilities infrastructure plans, school and education board records, 

town planning and improvement records as well as weather records.  

The most pertinent NRS records are associated with several centuries of personal and financial 

correspondence of the Gordon Family, Dukes of Gordon (Gordon Castle Muniments), several 

centuries of personal and financial correspondence of the Campbell Family, Earls of Breadalbane 

(Breadalbane Muniments), a group of late 17th century Army Muster Rolls as well as records for 

Forfeited Estates, relating once again to the Marishal Estates of George Keith, 10th Earl Marischal. 

There are also records pertaining to the designation of listed buildings, conservation areas and 

scheduled monuments around Peterhead.  

4.5 LIDAR  

A review of the available LiDAR data failed to identify any previously unrecorded heritage assets 

within the footprint of the Onshore Development Area.   
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PLATE 1 FIELDS IDENTIFIED TO HOUSE THE PROPOSED SUBSTATION, BATTERY STORAGE 

AREAS AND TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION COMPOUND 

4.6 WALKOVER SURVEY 

A walkover survey of the Onshore Development Area did not identify any previously unrecorded 

heritage assets. At the time of the walkover survey, the OnSS and EBI Compounds were open 

fields containing crop (Plate 1).  

The Landfall Compound and route of the Onshore ECC will be within the Landfall Compound Area 

of Search. As such, the entire length of the beach and intertidal zone within the Onshore 

Development Area was visited during the walkover survey. No new heritage assets were 

identified along the beach or within the intertidal zone. However, the known pillboxes 

NK14NW0081 and NK14NW002, as well as a small section of the WWII anti-tank 

defences NK14NW0084 were recorded (Plate 2 to Plate 4). Pillbox, NK14NW0080, at 

the southern limit of the Onshore Development Area was not identified and is assumed to be 

temporarily covered by dunes following recent winter storms. These WWII defences are 

discussed in greater detail within Section 4.8.6 below. 
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PLATE 2 PILLBOX NK14NW0081 

  

PLATE 3 PARTIALLY BURIED PILLBOX NK14NW0080 
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PLATE 4 SHORT SECTION OF 11 NORTH-SOUTH ALIGNED ANTI-TANK BLOCKS 

(NK14NW0084) 

4.7 PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS 

Two records of previous archaeological investigation are recorded within HER data for the 1 km 

Study Area. Archaeological investigations are categorised as events and unless archaeological 

remains are identified are not included within the archaeological baseline (Section 4.8) or 

Appendix A Gazetteer of Heritage Assets Within 1 Km Study Area.  

NK14NW0387: A desk-based assessment and walkover survey was conducted by MAS in 2011 

ahead of proposed solar energy site near Lunderton. No archaeological features were recorded 

within the proposed development area.  
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NK04NE0084: A trial trenching evaluation was conducted by Cameron Archaeology in May 2019 

at Ravenscraig ahead of proposed new house. Five trenches were excavated but no 

archaeological features or artefacts were observed.  

4.8 BASELINE: BY PERIOD  

4.8.1 EARLY PREHISTORIC  

There is a single Early Prehistoric asset within the 1 km Study Area, NK14NW0086 (Table 4-3). 

These flints are approximate date of c. 10,000 BC, placing it within the Upper 

Palaeolithic/Mesolithic transition, although its loss of primary context limits this artefact’s further 

utility in establishing archaeological potential.  

TABLE 4-3 EARLY PREHISTORIC ASSETS WITHIN THE 1 KM STUDY AREA 

HER Ref  Canmore 
ID  

Name  Description  Location from 
Onshore 
Development Area 

NK14NW0086  159547  Lunderton  Three flints consisting of an 
end-scraper and two flakes.  

0.3 km SW  

 

A further three Early Prehistoric assets are located just outwith the 1 km Study Area: Canmore 

ID 350857, NK15SW0002 and NK04NE0077. All Early Prehistoric assets relate to the discovery 

of stone tools around Inverugie, Lunderton and North Kirton. The finds are indicative of Neolithic 

and Chalcolithic (Early Bronze Age) exploitation of the landscape immediately around the 

Onshore Development Area. However, there is a lack of associated settlement, ritual or funerary 

sites. A summary of the period in relation to the wider historic landscape is presented below.  

The limited number of Early Prehistoric heritage assets or findspots is representative of a wider 

paucity of Palaeolithic evidence within Scotland. This scarcity is thought to be reflective of the 

landscape’s periglacial conditions, with evidence of human occupation (albeit transient) 

increasing in visibility during the Mesolithic period, in line with early Holocene climatic 

amelioration and glacial retreat.   

A review of the potential for human occupation and exploitation of the coastline around the 

landfall area during the Early Prehistoric period was undertaken for the Offshore EIAR in Volume 

ER.A.4, Annex 17.3: Marine Archaeology and Cultural Heritage Technical Report.  

Given the likely submerged and glacial nature of the present-day coastline during much of the 

Upper Palaeolithic and absence of human activity prior to c. 10,500 BP (before present), there 

is considered to have a very limited potential for in situ archaeological remains. The earliest 

reliably dated human artefacts within a secure Scottish context (a large assemblage of flint tools) 

have been correlated with other northern European typologies to suggest a late Upper 

Palaeolithic date. In the absence of organic preservation at the site, a broad date range of 10,000 

to 9,500 BC is currently accepted. The estimated date for NK14NW0086 correlates with the Loch 

Lomond stadial of the Late Upper Palaeolithic (c. 10,900 to 9,700 BC), when local Relative Sea 

Level (RSL) is understood to have been lower, thus increasing the likelihood of the current 

intertidal zone being sub-aerially exposed.   

Full submergence likely occurred between 6,000 to 4,000 BC with the coastline and Onshore 

Development Area likely laying within a] proglacial environment, characterised by an intertidal 
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zone to the east and lacustrine zone to the west, extending onshore. Upper Palaeolithic and 

Mesolithic Landscape Reconstructions derived from Clark et al (2017)12 recorded within Volume 

ER.A.4, Annex 17.3: Marine Archaeology and Cultural Heritage Technical Report of the 

Offshore EIAR indicate that the Onshore Development Area likely lay within a lake environment 

through much of the Late Upper Palaeolithic and Mesolithic. Archaeological research to date, 

indicates that Mesolithic populations favoured island and coastal locations, where both terrestrial 

and coastal resources could be easily exploited. The rarity of antler worked tools, microliths and 

shell middens, as well as localised site types including caves and rock shelters, is notably absent 

from the nearby coast and the wider region as a whole.  

Following a period of population decline (6800-5000 BC) and re-colonisation (5000-3800 BC) 

there emerged a shift from an itinerant hunter-gather population to a sedentary agrarian society. 

Whilst there is debate with regards to the mechanism for this change, the Neolithic can be 

predominately characterised by the appearance of pottery, funerary monumentality and early 

agricultural cultivation. A search of the Canmore online database13 using the term ‘Mesolithic’ 

identified one additional record within 10 km of the Onshore Development Area; Canmore ID 

365019, a flint scatter located on the outskirts of St Fergus village.  

A search for Neolithic records returned nine results within a 10 km search area; inclusive of flint 

mines and worked flints at the Den of Boddam, located c. 8 km south of the Onshore 

Development, a long cairn at Catto, close to the Boddam flint mines, and a pair of stone circles 

at c. 8 km north and 7.5 km west of the Onshore Development Area. The remaining Canmore 

entries relate to excavations for the Post-Medieval canal at St Fergus (see Section 4.8.5) and 

excavations associated with nearby developments, with none of these entries providing clear 

links to the Neolithic period.  

4.8.2 LATE PREHISTORIC  

There are two Late Prehistoric assets within the 1 km Study Area; NK14NW0001 and 

NK14NW0031 (Table 4-4).   

TABLE 4-4 LATE PREHISTORIC ASSETS WITHIN THE 1 KM STUDY AREA   

HER Ref  Canmore 

ID  

Name  Description  Location from 

Onshore 

Development 

Area 

NK14NW0001   21152 Lunderton 

Farm  

Souterrain.  0.6 km SW   

NK14NW0031    n/a Lunderton  Cropmark of a ring ditch.  0.3 km SW   

 

A further two Late Prehistoric records are located just outwith the 1 km Study Area; NK04NE0033 

cropmark of likely ring ditch) and Canmore ID 86535 (flint scatter). The known Late Prehistoric 

 
12 Clark et al. 2017. BRITICE Glacial Map, version 2: a map and GIS database of glacial landforms of the 
last British-Irish Ice Sheet 
13 Canmore database. Available at Sites (1) | Canmore. [Accessed 2023.08.03] 

https://canmore.org.uk/site/search/result?SIMPLE_KEYWORD=Mesolithic&SITEDISCIPLINE=1&SITECOUNTRY=1&LOCAT_XY_RADIUS_M=10000&LOCAT_X_COORD=411000&LOCAT_Y_COORD=850000&LOCAT_EXTENTTYPE=RADIUS
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assets relate to settlement and exploitation of the immediate landscape around the Onshore 

Development Area across the Bronze Age and Iron Age. The known sites appear to be 

undefended settlement sites, with no palisaded enclosures or forts in the immediate area. A 

summary of the period in relation to the wider historic landscape is presented below.  

Chalcolithic and Bronze Age Scotland is traditionally defined by the introduction and use of 

copper and copper alloys for the manufacture of tools, ornaments and weapons. Bronze Age 

technology was reliant on supplies of copper and tin from a range of wider sources across Britain 

and Europe, meaning that the Bronze Age in Scotland saw the development of an international 

trade network. With the emergence of bronze as a technology, the complexity and 

ostentatiousness of material cultural and funerary/ritual monumentality increased, with selected 

ceramics, jewellery and funerary traditions from Ireland and northern England becoming visible 

within the archaeological record.  

The 1st millennium BC saw a shift in bronze to iron technologies, and a decrease in the visibility 

of funerary/ritual traditions within the landscape, but with a perceptible increase in defensive 

and communal centres, including Duns, Forts and Crannogs. However, there is a paucity of Iron 

Age excavational data within the region, and subsequently a poor understanding as to the nature 

of occupation at this time.  

A search of the Canmore online database using the term ‘Bronze Age’ identified seven records 

within a 5 km search area; inclusive of a pair of bronze axe heads from St Fergus and Peterhead, 

a palisaded settlement site with associated flints and iron age pottery at Ednie, located 1.5 km 

west of the Onshore Development Area, and a collection of flints and Iron Age pottery at 

Kirktown, just west of St Fergus, located 2.5 km north-west of the Onshore Development Area.   

A search of the Canmore online database using the term ‘Iron Age’ identified two records within 

5 km of the Onshore Development Area, these are the Iron Age finds and associated settlement 

at Ednie and Kirktown described above.  

4.8.3 ROMANO-BRITISH  

There are no Roman assets within the 1 km Study Area, with the Onshore Development Area 

located some considerable distance from known Roman military sites in Aberdeenshire. A 

summary of the period in relation to the wider historic landscape is presented below.  

Roman legions first arrived in the territory of modern Scotland in the 1st century AD, establishing 

a series of forts and camps along a border first along the Gask Ridge, and later to the south 

along what became the Antonine Wall. Roman archaeology in Scotland is generally characterised 

by these military encampments and fortifications, usually sited within a single day’s march from 

each other, and typically located along communication routes and at river crossings. These forts 

and camps were occupied, abandoned, and rebuilt over several phases of military activity from 

the 1st to early 4th centuries.   

Roman troops first ventured north of the Forth under Agricola in c. 79 AD, establishing the first 

forts and fortlets along the Gask Ridge, west and south-west of Perth. Forts were established at 

Ardoch, Strageath and Bertha adjacent to the Rivers Teith, Earn and Tay respectively before 

venturing north of the Tay to harry local tribes (the Venicones, Uacomagi, Boresti, Taxali and 

Decantae) along the north-east cost up to the Moray Firth. This campaign eventually culminating 

in the battle of Mons Graupius in 84 AD and Roman victory over a collection of Caledonian 
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tribes14. The site of the battle is uncertain but the hills of the Cairnie Brae, below the Gask Ridge 

are a purported site with the Roman camp at Dunning housing troops prior to the conflict.   

North of the River Tay, stretching from the south-west to north-east between Perth and Cawdor 

on the Moray Firth are a series of Legionary fortresses, forts, fortlets and camps sited in the 

territories of the Venicones and the Uacomagi. These Roman defensive sites all likely have their 

origins in the military campaigns of the 1st century AD. The nearest of these sites are the Roman 

camps at Durno and the Ythen Wells, located more than 50 km west of the Onshore 

Development.  

A search of the Canmore online database using the term ‘Roman’ identified a single record within 

10 km of the Onshore Development Area, a Roman coin discovered at Peterhead.  

Early Roman sources generally group the various tribes north of the Forth as the Caledonian 

peoples. However, over time the term ‘Picts’ crept into usage and the two terms are now largely 

interchangeable. The Pictish people were latterly split between the Northern and Southern Picts, 

with the Caledonians considered to be the peoples occupying lands north of the Antonine Wall. 

The ‘Picts’ were a nation that emerged from the tribal societies of late Iron Age Scotland through 

resistance to Roman control. The Picts are best known for c. 250 monumental symbol stones 

decorated with abstract motifs and non-naturalistic depictions of beasts and animals. These 

carvings all share a remarkably conformity. These symbols are also found on portable objects of 

stone and silver, and occasionally inscribed into cave walls and rock outcrops.  

There are no Pictish assets recorded within 1 km Study Area dating to the early centuries of the 

first millennium AD. Known Picitsh assets dating from the middle to late Medieval Period are 

discussed within Section 4.8.4 below.  

4.8.4 MEDIEVAL  

Early Medieval  

There are no Early Medieval assets within the 1 km Study Area. However, a single Early Medieval 

asset is recorded just outwith the 1 km Study Area; a Pictish stone recovered at Ravenscraig 

(NK04NE0056), located 1.1 km south-west of the Onshore Development Area. A summary of 

the period in relation to the wider historic landscape is presented below.  

Between the 6th and 9th centuries AD, a number of Pictish kingdoms formed in Eastern Scotland, 

with the Onshore Development Area located within the Kingdom of Cé, with the name Cé 

surviving in the named mountain Bennachie, located located c. 60 km south-west in modern-

day Aberdeenshire. Bennachie means "Mountain of the people of Cé" and suggests that the 

associated hillfort on Bennachie's Mither Tap may have been Cé's preeminent settlement.   

The territories of the Pictish kingdoms stretched along the east coast from the Firth of Forth as 

far north as Shetland. From the 7th century onwards, the Picts had to contend with northward 

expansion of the Northumbrian Kingdoms and its spreading influence, as demonstrated by the 

founding of the monastery at Abercorn on the south bank of the Forth in the mid-7th century15. 

The growing expansion of the Northumbrians, with its model of Kingship, in conjunction with the 

hierarchic structure of the Church appears to have influenced a move away from small tribal 

groups to a more centralised, kingship-based structure for the Picts. In 843AD Kenneth I McAlpin 

 
14 Fraser, J. 2008. The Roman Conquest of Scotland. The Battle of Mons Graupius AD 84. 
15 McHardy, S. 2010. A New History of the Picts. 
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was the first such ruler to carry the title ‘Rex Pictorum’. In 862AD Constantine I was made King 

of the Picts, two decades later also becoming King of Dalriada and the Western Scots. The House 

of Alpin would rule the Kingdom of Alba until the early 11th century, its core territory stretching 

between the Moray Firth and the Forth, taking in Aberdeenshire and the Onshore Development 

Area.   

Early Christian conversion of the Picts is noted during the 6th and 7th centuries, with a monastic 

community established 3.5 km south-west of the Onshore Development Area, on the grounds of 

the later Deer Abbey (see below). The community laid claim to foundation by St. Drostan and 

St. Columba of Iona, on lands gifted to them by the Picts.  

A search of the Canmore online database using the term ‘Picts’ identified no records within 10 

km of the Onshore Development Area. A search using the term ‘early Medieval’ returned two 

records, a long cist located at the site of the former Deer Abbey at Peterhead, which was founded 

in the early 13th century, and an undated Pre-Reformation chapel and burial ground located 8 km 

west of the Onshore Development Area.  

Late Medieval  

There is a single, tentatively dated Late Medieval asset located within the 1 km Study Area; 

NK15SW0004 Drumline Fishing Village (Table 4-5). Drumlin is not clearly dated from the 

Medieval period, but a foundation for this settlement in the Medieval period is probable. The 

fishing village of Drumlin is not well located as it does not appear on available historic mapping, 

but HER data and 19th century accounts suggest it was located around 1 km south of St Fergus 

Church in close proximity to the OnSS and EBI site. Neither LiDAR nor the walkover survey has 

been able to confirm this. HER data records the village 0.2 km north of the OnSS and EBI site 

within plantation woodland.   

TABLE 4-5 LATE MEDIEVAL ASSETS WITHIN THE 1 KM STUDY AREA 

HER REF  Canmore 

ID  

Name  Description  Location from 

Onshore 

Development Area 

NK15SW0004  -  Drumlin  Lost fishing village  0.2 km N   

 

Additional Medieval assets are located just outwith the 1 km Study Area in the form of elite 

defensive sites and associated settlement. SM3259 is a motte located on a hill overlooking the 

River Ugie and the main road between Peterhead and Fraserburgh, with excellent views towards 

the coastline. It is likely dated to the 13th or 14th centuries and was probably constructed by the 

Cheynes family. Ravenscraig Castle (SM2496) is located 1.7 km south-west of the Onshore 

Development Area adjacent to the River Ugie, dating to the 15th century, being a Tower House 

of the Cheynes family. Inverugie Castle (SM98) is a 13th to 14th century Motte and Bailey castle 

built on the River Ugie by the Cheynes family. It was latterly replaced by the current stone-built 

castle built in 1660 AD. Canmore data, also contains records for a village at Inverugie.   

A summary of the period in relation to the wider historic landscape is presented below.  

In the 9th century, the Picts united with the Gaelic Scots in the face of ongoing Norse attacks, 

and from this period onwards they all but disappear from view as a distinct cultural group. During 
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this period, the shire became the basic unit of landholding across lowland Scotland and likely as 

far north as Aberdeenshire. The shire itself often consisted of a hall and settlement with central 

church, with outlying muirs, farmsteads and typically a mill. The shire itself was governed by a 

Tòiseach or Thane appointed by the ‘King’ collected taxes, with the church collecting its tithe 

from the local populous. By the late 11th century Anglo-Norman political and cultural influence 

was on the rise, as demonstrated by the familial links between King Malcolm III (reigning 

between 1058 – 1093 AD) and the courts of England and France, King Henry I of England and 

Eustace III of Bologna both being sons-in-law. The introduction of a feudal system of governance 

with the creation of new titles in the form of Lords, Earls and Sheriffs also saw religious changes 

associated with a move towards Rome and Catholicism.   

The Earldom of Mar and Buchan was the dominant political and military force in north-east 

Scotland throughout the 10th to early 14th centuries. The Earldom of Mar and Buchan formed one 

of the original Scottish earldoms in the lands of the Pictish Cé, taking in lands between modern 

day Peterhead and Fraserburgh. The first documentary record of Buchan is a reference in the 

Chronicle of the Kings of Alba to the death of King Indulf at the hands of Vikings in Buchan in 

962 AD.   

Records dating to the 13th century list the Earldom of Buchan as being held by the 

Cumming/Comyn/Cumine family, with said family being of Norman descent, having arrived in 

Britain during the Norman Conquest.  

John ‘the Black’ Comyn was made one of the six guardians of Scotland after the death of King 

Alexander III in 1286 AD. The son of John ‘the Black Comyn’ was John ‘the Red’ Comyn (John 

III Comyn, Lord of Badenoch). This John Comyn was a descendant of both kings Donald III and 

David I and thus held a claim to the Scottish throne.  

John Comyn became the most powerful political and military leader in Scotland from 1302 to 

1304 AD. The Comyns controlled the main lines of communication, especially in northern 

Scotland, where their power stretched from Inverlochy Castle (Fort William) in the west to Slains 

Castle in the east (Peterhead). Between these two points, they had allied forces strategically 

situated. In particular Clan Comyn castles controlled important passes from the north and west 

Highlands into the Tay basin. In addition to their private holdings, the Clan Comyn also held a 

number of royal castles through their role as hereditary sheriffs at Dingwall Castle, Banff Castle 

(in the north) and Wigtown in the south-west. In the early 1290s, the Clan Comyn took additional 

responsibility for royal castles, including Aberdeen Castle and Jedburgh Castle, as well as castles 

at Kirkcudbright, Clunie, Dull and Brideburgh. John Comyn led the Scottish army against the 

English in the Battle of Roslin, beating the English forces before making peace with King Edward 

I and submitting to English supremacy.   

John Comyn was killed by Robert the Bruce in 1306 AD at the church of the Grey Friars, Dumfries. 

John Comyn's son, also named John, was subsequently defeated by Robert the Bruce in battle. 

Comyn fled to join the English and was later killed at the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314 AD, 

fighting alongside the English, against Bruce. Comyn lands were subsequently confiscated by 

the Crown and redistributed to Bruce loyalists.  

The Old and New Statistical Accounts for Scotland document the history of the Parish of St. 

Fergus from the 13th century onwards. The accounts name the Cheynes as the principal land 

holders of the parish, with properties around Aberdeenshire and elsewhere in Scotland. The 

Cheynes family held a number of significant political and religious posts in the Scottish court 
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during this period, with Sir Reginald Cheyne serving as Lord Chamberlain of Scotland in 1267 

AD, and his brother Henry, serving as Bishop of Aberdeen in 1281 AD. The Cheynes estates were 

inherited by his son and heir, who died c. 1350 AD. The Cheyne estate was inherited by two 

daughters, Mariot and Mary. Mariot married into the Douglas family before being widowed and 

subsequently marrying John De Keith of Raven’s Craig, the second son of Sir Edward Keith, Great 

Marischal of Scotland. The parish continued to be divided between these two separate branches 

of the Keith family until 1538 AD when they were again joined in marriage by William, the Fourth 

Earl of Marischal with the heiress of William Keith of Inverugie.  

These cultural and political changes are seen throughout Aberdeenshire in the foundation of new 

religious, settlement and defensive sites.   

The most significant Medieval settlement in proximity to the Onshore Development Area is 

Aberdeen, located c. 40 km to the south. The city began life as two separate burghs, Old 

Aberdeen on the mouth of the River Don and New Aberdeen, a fishing a trading settlement on 

the River Dee Estuary with substantial castle built by the Earls of Buchan. In 1319 AD the Great 

Charter of Robert the Bruce transformed Aberdeen into a property owning and financially 

independent community. Medieval settlement in the local area of the Onshore Development Area 

would have been more typically characterised by townships (small rural settlements of between 

four and twenty buildings) and isolated farmsteads engaged in subsistence farming and fishing, 

as demonstrated by the two villages sites within and around the 1 km Study Area.  

Defended sites include the three castles listed above along the River Ugie, all belonging to the 

Cheynes family to protect trade routes and control the movement of people and troops.   

The most significant religious site in proximity to the Onshore Development Area was located at 

Deer Abbey, c. 3.5 km south-west. Deer Abbey was a Cistercian monastery, founded in 1219 AD 

in Buchan, under the patronage of the Earls of Comyn. Deer Abbey sits on the site of the Early 

Medieval Monastery at Peterhead. St. Fergus’s Church (SM5622) located just over 0.2 km north 

of the Onshore Development Area and just over 1 km north of the of the OnSS/EBI Compounds 

is almost certainly of Medieval origin. Written records, however, only place this asset to the early 

Post-Medieval period and as such it is discussed further in Section 4.8.5 below.  

A search of the Canmore online database for ‘Medieval’ assets within 5 km of the Onshore 

Development Area returned 15 results. These assets take in the known castles, mottes recorded 

above as well as the medieval assets around Peterhead. The remaining assets take in evidence 

of rig and furrow around St. Fergus village.   

4.8.5 POST-MEDIEVAL  

There are 71 heritage assets dating to the Post-Medieval period recorded within the 1 km Study 

Area. Of these 42 record wrecks along the coastline just east of the Onshore Development Area. 

These will not be discussed further. The remaining 29 assets are detailed in Table 4-6 below.  
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TABLE 4-6 POST-MEDIEVAL ASSETS WITHIN THE 1 KM STUDY AREA 

Designation  HER Ref  Canmore ID  Name  Description  Location from Onshore 

Development Area 

SM5622  NK15SW0001  21344  St. Fergus’s Church, old 

parish church  

Church, originally the parish church 

for Inverugie. Abandoned early 17th 

century.  

0.2 km NE   

LB16536  -  21344  Old Churchyard of St. 

Fergus  

  0.2 km NE  

LB19799  -  230387  Lunderton House  Early 19th century dwelling.  0.4 km SW   

LB16388  NK14NW0072  120267  Balmoor Bridge  Late 19th century bridge over River 

Ugie.  

0.9 km S   

-  NK14NW0598  81849  Hallmoss Aqueduct  Aquaducts  0.8 km SW  

-  NK14NW0049  -  Balmoor  Site of Barony of Balmoor/ Balmuir/ 

Balmore.  

1 km S  

-  NK14NW0596  -  Hallmoss Bridge  Bridges  0.95 km S  

-  NK14NW0600  216366  Lunderton Bridge  Bridges  0.2 km W  

-  NK15SW0025  -  North Kirkton  Farmstead, still in use, shown on the 

1st edition OS map as a U-plan 

steading.  

0.8 km NE  

-  NK14NW0404  81849  Lunderton  Farmstead, still in use, with a C-

listed farmhouse built in circa 1800. 

0.8 km SW  
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Designation  HER Ref  Canmore ID  Name  Description  Location from Onshore 

Development Area 

It is shown on the 1st edition OS 

map as a U-plan steading.  

-  NK15SW0026  -  Inverquinzie  Small village, still occupied, 

depicted on the 1st edition OS map 

of 1867 as a group of eight buildings 

and associated enclosures.   

0.85 km NW  

-  NK04NE0025  -  Ugie Canal  Remains of canal, now disused.  1 km SW  

-  NK15SW0013  -  Cuttie Burn  Remains of a disused canal.  0.5 km NW  

-  NK14NW0713  77145/289505  Balmoor Farm  Dovecots, farmstead  1 km S  

-  NK14NW0076  143816  Mains of Inverugie  Remains of three stone-walled 

enclosures and a building, depicted 

on the 1st and 2nd edition OS maps.  

0.6 km S  

-  NK15SW0027  -  South Kirkton  Remains of a farmstead depicted on 

the 1st edition OS map of 1867.  

0.5 km N  

-  NK14NW0601  156568  Lunderton Cottage  Farmsteads  0.35 km W  

-  NK04NE0117  156539  Hallmoss Cottage  Farmsteads  0.95 km SW  

-  NK14NW0602  -  Balmoor  Houses  1 km SW  
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Designation  HER Ref  Canmore ID  Name  Description  Location from Onshore 

Development Area 

-  NK15SW0024  -  St Fergus Links  Site of a sheepfold depicted only on 

the 1st edition OS map of 1867. Now 

no trace.  

1 km N  

-  NK14NW0599  -  Lunderton Sluice  Sluices - Saint Fergus and North 

Ugie Water Canal,  

0.3 km W  

-  -  81858  Saint Fergus and North 

Ugie Water Canal, Cuttie 

Burn culvert  

Culvert (period unassigned)  0.6 km NW  

-  -  81856  Saint Fergus and North 

Ugie Water Canal, 

Inverquinzie terminal 

basin  

Canal basin (period unassigned)  0.95 km NW  

-  -  81852  Saint Fergus and North 

Ugie Water Canal, 

Inverquinzie branch  

Canal (period unassigned)  0.8 km NW  

-  -  81848  Saint Fergus and North 

Ugie Water Canal, 

Inverquinzie branch  

Canal (period unassigned)  0.4 km W  
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Designation  HER Ref  Canmore ID  Name  Description  Location from Onshore 

Development Area 

-  -  216364  Saint Fergus and North 

Ugie Water Canal, 

Hallmoss Bridge  

Bridge (period unassigned)  0.9 km SW  

-  -  216363  Saint Fergus and North 

Ugie Water Canal, 

Hallmoss Basin East  

Canal basin (period unassigned)  0.9 km SW  

-  -  308477  Peterhead, Riverside 

Drive, Craigewan Links, 

Peterhead new golf 

course  

Golf course (19th century)  0.9 km SE  

-  -  308478  Peterhead, Riverside 

Drive, Craigewan Links, 

Peterhead old golf 

course  

Golf course (19th century)  0.9 km SE  
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A summary of the period in relation to the wider historic landscape is presented below.  

The Post-Medieval period saw rapid changes to the political, religious and national socio-

economic climate. From 1603 AD Scotland and England were ruled by a single monarch following 

the ascension of the Stewart monarch James VI/James I to both thrones. Following the English 

Civil War, the monarchy was temporarily removed before the Restoration of Charles II and the 

eventual replacement of the Stuart House by Mary II and her husband William of Orange in 

Glorious Revolution of 1688 AD, in which a Protestant Dutch army was invited to invade England 

to remove the Stuart Monarch James VII/II (the father of Mary II) from the throne and force 

him into exile. The political ties between Scotland and England culminated in the Act of Union in 

1707 AD and subsequent rebellion during a series of Jacobite uprisings, which came to an end 

with the Battle of Culloden in 1746 AD. Political changes were mirrored by religious changes, 

with a growing shift to Protestantism from the late 16th century and the Scottish Reformation led 

by John Knox and other leading protestant reformists. Catholic mass was outlawed from 1560 

AD with persecution at its height in the mid-17th century.   

The most significant settlements adjacent to the Onshore Development Area, both dating from 

the 16th and 17th centuries, are Peterhead and Fraserburgh. Peterhead, located 3 km south-east 

of the Onshore Development Area, was founded in 1593 AD by the 5th Earl of Marischal on land 

gifted to the Marischal family by Mary Queen of Scots following the Reformation and confiscation 

of lands formerly held by Deer Abbey. This was a ‘planned settlement’ and harbour which was 

improved and expanded throughout the 17th and 18th centuries and became the nearest market 

town to the Onshore Development Area. Fraserburgh is located 20 km to the north of the 

Onshore Development Area and was founded in the early 16th century by the Fraser family, who 

soon established a castle and church, becoming a Royal Burgh in 1601 AD. Fraserburgh 

developed its harbour in the late 18th century with Fraserburgh Castle subsequently converted 

to Kinnaird Head Lighthouse.  

Immediately adjacent to the Onshore Development Area are a series of townships and villages. 

The location and development of these settlement sites is described in greater detail below (See 

Cartographic Sources).  

The nearest religious site to the Onshore Development Area, dating to the 16th and 17th centuries, 

is the Old Parish Church of St. Fergus and churchyard (SM5622/LB16536). The foundation of the 

church is uncertain, being very likely Late Medieval, but is known to have serviced the religious 

needs of the immediate rural population until its abandonment in 1603 AD. During the 18th 

century the village of St. Fergus (located 2.4 km north-east of the Onshore Development) 

expanded and a new church was built there in 1763 AD to serve the parish congregation.   

The 18th and 19th centuries witnessed extensive economic and physical change across the 

Scottish countryside and urban centres, characterised by a shift from dispersed rural townships 

to larger villages and towns, as a direct result of the changes to land ownership, and a move 

from small scale subsistence farming to homogenised agricultural practices, with single 

ownership of large landholdings used for growing crop and rearing sheep and cattle16.  

Clearance for new larger farms took place in both Lowland and Highland contexts. However, the 

Lowlands of central and southern Scotland offered opportunities for displaced rural families to 

assume alternative work in the growing towns and associated industrial centres of the 18th and 

19th centuries. The Highlands by comparison had a much less well-developed economy away 

from subsistence farming, with only relatively small coastal industries related to fishing and kelp 

 
16 Devine, T.M. 2018. The Scottish Clearances. A History of the Dispossessed. 
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production, which was used to produce alkali to improve farmland. Much of the local economy 

was reliant on families deriving profits from driving and selling livestock to the major markets 

around Perth and southern Scotland. Clan chiefs became increasingly indebted throughout the 

17th and 18th centuries with land often sold off to satisfy creditors. As a result of increased 

economic pressure, the move to a more capitalist economy focused on increased margins and 

yields, the introduction of legislation making legal subletting of land illegal, as well as the change 

in ownership of large tracts of land, there was a move towards clearance and moving of cottars 

(farmers working small strips of land sublet from the main tenant) to marginal lands. As a result 

of the clearances of traditional townships, with the loss of associated land to raise livestock 

compounded by crop failures in the 1840s many families of the Highlands moved into more 

economically prosperous parishes, south into the Scottish central belt or emigrated the country 

entirely. However, it is worth noting that due to the relative abundance of agricultural land and 

relative fertility of the soils, Aberdeenshire was not as substantially affected by clearance and 

depopulation of its parishes as other Highland communities to the north and west.  

It is from the 18th and 19th centuries that the bulk of Post-Medieval assets within the 1 km Study 

Area are dated. All but two of the HER/Canmore assets from this period refer to new farmhouses, 

farmsteads, rural dwellings and enclosures associated with land reform and land improvement. 

This is inclusive of new canals and transport links to help increase the productivity of the land. 

The remaining two assets attest to the growing wealth of the region with the creation of new 

golf courses at Peterhead. Just outwith the 1 km Study Area, a pair of mills are recorded around 

Inverugie and Ravenscraig, evidencing the processing of grains locally before going to market. 

Dovecots are also recorded.  

As a result of the complex political, religious and economic changes taking place throughout the 

late 17th and early 18th centuries, growing tensions led to a series of armed uprisings in the 

region.   

The first Jacobite uprising took place in 1715 AD as an attempt by the now exiled Catholic King 

James VII/II to retake the throne of England, Scotland and Ireland for the Stuart dynasty. The 

Earl of Mar raised the Jacobite standard in October 1715 AD at Braemar in Aberdeenshire 

supported by troops made up primarily, although not exclusively of Highland Clans. As with the 

English Civil War, Jacobite and Hanoverian support was not split along neat family/regional lines, 

with disparate groups of the same Clans often having opposed political views and fiscal interests 

leading to the support of different factions. The Jacobite forces took control of much of Scotland 

north of the Forth, except for Stirling Castle which was defended by the Hanoverian supporting 

Duke of Argyll. By early 1716 AD the rebellion had petered out and the Jacobite armies returned 

home. The aftermath of the rebellion saw key leaders hanged and some lands confiscated, whilst 

the bulk of the Jacobites were pardoned. Further Jacobite armies were mustered in 1719 AD and 

1745 AD leading to decisive Battle of Culloden in 1746 AD, followed by a more stringent 

punishments from the government on Jacobite supporting families in the Highlands.  

There are records of Forfeited Estates associated with Jacobite supporting families of the area 

within the NRS. Records pertaining to the Marischal Estates of George Keith, 10th Earl Marischal 

detail the extensive lands confiscated by the UK Government following the 1715 AD Uprising. 

Further details are provided within the Statistical Accounts for Scotland below.  
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Statistical Accounts of Scotland  

The Old Statistical Accounts17 (OSA) of 1795 AD include records for the Parish of St. Fergus 

within the County of Banff, Synod of Aberdeen. It is noted that the Parish was formerly named 

Inverugie and extends south to the River Ugie, which forms the boundary to the Parish of 

Peterhead.   

The OSA provides a brief summary of the key landowners of the Parish from the Medieval period, 

starting with the 13th century Earls of Buchan and charting their downfall at the hands of Robert 

the Bruce. This history is not repeated here. The OSA lists two heiresses to the Buchan lands, 

Mariotha Cheyne was the eldest, marrying into the Keith family of Ravenscraig, with Sir Edward 

Keith, the Great Marischal of Scotland becoming the proprietor of the parish from 1360 AD until 

the lands were forfeited following the Keith’s families’ role in the 1715 AD Jacobite uprising. At 

the time of writing the OSA James Ferguson Esq. of Pitfour is named as the key landowner of 

the parish.  

The land of the St. Fergus is described as rich in clay, with 4439 acres used to grow crop. The 

OSA notes that land improvement allowing productive agriculture has only occurred in the last 

25 years, prior to this, farmers used the old Scottish Ox and plough, and the land was poorly 

exploited for crop. The OSA notes that land improvements are ongoing with local landowners 

not planning to eject tenants or increase rents until improvement and higher yields are 

established. Despite the relative underutilisation of the land, the OSA note that the parish is an 

exporter of grain, producing enough to provide for the population of the parish and a surplus to 

export. The OSA notes no tree plantations.   

The population in 1755 AD is noted as being 1254 souls and 1240 souls by 1793 AD with the 

bulk of the working population employed in agriculture or weaving.  

In terms of industry, the OSA list mineral extraction in the parish, with coastal limestone rock 

quarried along with granite. A small-scale kelp industry is also noted. The waters are noted to 

be ‘full of fish’ but the parish as lacking a well-constructed harbour to exploit this resource. The 

OSA note that a lighthouse at Rattray Head is planned along with canals to improve trade and 

exploitation of the maritime resource.  

In relation to transport and infrastructure, the OSA lists two key roads: the Peterhead to 

Fraserburgh Road and the Peterhead to Old Deer Road. Only a single bridge spanning the River 

Ugie is listed.  

In relation to religion, the churches of the region are noted as being associated with Arbroath 

abbey with the tithes formerly held by the Earl of Panmure of Angus.  

In relation to Antiquities, the OSA lists the ruins of Inverugie Castle, which it is noted is now 

used as granary store, brewery and icehouse. The OSA notes that the place names of the parish 

are typically of Pictish origin.  

The New Statistical Accounts18 (NSL) of 1845 AD defines the boundaries of the parish as in the 

previous OSA, with the addition of naming the adjoining northerly parish of Crimond and the 

westerly parish of Longside.  

 
17 Old Statistical Accounts. Available at Statistical Accounts of Scotland (edina.ac.uk). [Accessed 
02/08/2023] 
18 New Statistical Accounts. Available at Statistical Accounts of Scotland (edina.ac.uk). [Accessed 
02/08/2023]  
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The NSA provide additional detail on landownership within the parish from the 13th century 

onwards. The NSA largely repeat the history of the OSA until the forfeiture of lands belonging to 

the Marischal Estate in 1715 AD. The NSA note that the forfeited lands of the parish were sold 

to the York Building Company before being purchased by Earl Marischal in 1761 AD and 

subsequently sold on to James Ferguson Esq. the present landowner of the parish.  

In relation to the local economy the NSA list the total amount of agricultural land as 5048 acres 

with 208 acres of pasture. The NSA lists three granary mills in the parish to service the farming 

community. The nearest market town is listed as Peterhead with no market town in the parish 

itself.  

The NSA provides updated population lists for the parish, noting that by 1831 AD the parish 

population had risen to 1334 souls.  

The church and Manse (built 1766 AD) at St Fergus is noted in the NSA along with a list of its 

Ministers. A small Baptist chapel is also noted.  

In relation to Antiquities, Inverugy Castle is again discussed in detail, along with St. Fergus 

Church, which the NSA note is still used for burial. The NSA also make note of a copper spear 

head being discovered on ‘the glebe’ (potentially located within St Fergus village).  

Cartographic Sources  

Where assets with no existing HER or Canmore ID are identified through a map regression 

exercise, these assets will be given a unique ID, starting with the prefix HM (eg. HM1). Relevant 

assets identified in this way within the 1 km Study Area will be included within Appendix A 

Gazetteer of Heritage Assets Within 1 Km Study Area.  

A review of available on-line historic mapping including Ponts Maps of Scotland (1583-1614 AD), 

Blaue Atlas of Scotland (1654 AD), Roy’s Highland Map 1747-1752 AD and OS mapping up to 

and inclusive of the 20th century OS Maps within the National Library of Scotland.  

Ponts Map of Scotland fails to show the Onshore Development Area in any clear detail. However, 

Ponts Map does depict the coast, River Ugie and several settlement sites/townships/farmsteads 

around the Onshore Development. ‘Lundertoun’, ‘Barhill’, Kirktoun’, ‘Kinloch’, ‘Edny’, ‘Kairnhill’, 

‘Invereugy’ and the ‘Mains of Invereugy’ are all depicted to the east of the River Ugie. A church 

building is drawn on the coast, east of ‘Kirktoun’ which may be the Old Parish Church of St. 

Fergus, but this is not named. The settlement of ‘Peterhead’ is depicted well to the south-east 

with a host of smaller settlements and townships south of the river.   

Blaue’s Atlas of Scotland does not show the Onshore Development Area in any detail but does 

depict the River Ugie and the location of nearby settlements. To the east of the river, between 

the Ugie and the coast settlements/townships/farmsteads are drawn at ‘Kirktoun’, ‘Elsie’, ‘South 

Elsie’, ‘Longley K’, ‘Barhill’, ‘O. Kinloch’, N. Kinloch’, ‘Cairnhill’, North Edyn’, ‘Edyn’ and ‘Inner-

Ugie’. The bridge south of Inverugy, fording the River Ugie is depicted as is the settlement at 

Peterhead. 
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Roy’s Highland Map 1747-1752 AD shows the area around the Onshore Development Area in 

slightly more detail (Plate 5). The Onshore Development Area is depicted as an area of mixed 

agriculture and pasture with a north to south aligned coastal path to the east. The Old St Fergus 

Kirk (SM5622/LB16536) is located to the east of this coastal path. In terms of settlement, the 

village of St. Fergus and its Kirk are depicted to the north. Between St Fergus and the River Ugie 

to the south, several named townships including ‘Cornhill’, ‘Kinloch’, ‘Lunderston’, ‘Berryhill’, 

‘Stonnyhill’, ‘Carinhill’ and ‘Kirkton’ are depicted along with several unnamed 

townships/farmsteads. Inverugy Castle is depicted to the south-east within the bend of the River 

Ugie, with the bridge fording the river located further to the south.  

 

PLATE 5 EXTRACT SHOWING THE VICINITY OF THE ONSHORE DEVELOPMENT ON ROYS 

HIGHLAND MAP 1747-1752 

The 1st edition OS map of the site (1875 AD) depicts the Onshore Development Area in greater 

detail, with the Onshore Development Area shown to be an area of subdivided agricultural fields 

extending onto marsh and beach (Figure 5, Appendix C and Plate 6). No plantation or 

woodland is depicted. The Old St. Fergus Church and churchyard is depicted to the north-east, 

with ‘Mason Well’ positioned just to the north of the Church. In terms of settlement, the village 

of St. Fergus and its Kirk are depicted to the north, along with associated wells, a hall and Post 

Office. The village of ‘Kirktown’ is depicted just west of St. Fergus with a Baptist Chapel. Between 

St Fergus and the River Ugie to the south, several named townships and farmsteads including 

‘Broomhill’, ‘Cornhill’, ‘Bruxiehill’, ‘Scotstown’, ‘Inverquinzie’, ‘North Kirkton’, ‘South Kirkton’, 

‘North Ednie’, ‘Ednie’, ‘Kinloch’, ‘South Kinloch’, ‘Bearhill’, ‘Lunderston’, ‘Berryhill’, ‘Stonemills’ 
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(with Corn Mill depicted)’, ‘Carinhill’, Hallmoss’, ‘Mains of Inverugie’ and ‘Inverugie’, with the 

ruined castle, a Corn Mill, Ugiebank Cottage and Bleachfield all depicted. The bridge fording the 

river is located to the south of the ‘Mains of Inverugy’. Other features of note are the motte on 

Castle Hill and the main road north between Peterhead and Fraserburgh, which the current A90 

follows.  

 

PLATE 6 EXTRACT SHOWING THE VICINITY OF THE ONSHORE DEVELOPMENT ON 1ST 

EDITION OS 

The 2nd edition OS map of 1900AD shows no significant changes to the above.  

4.8.6 MODERN 

There are seven Modern assets recorded within HER or Canmore data in the 1 km Study Area. 

A summary of the period in relation to the wider historic landscape is presented Table 4-7 

below.  
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TABLE 4-7 MODERN ASSETS WITHIN THE 1 KM STUDY AREA 

Designation  HER Ref  Canmore 

ID  

Name  Description  Location from 

Onshore 

Development 

Area 

-  NK14NW0084  250620/ 

319942  

CRAIGEWAN 

BEACH  

Remains of a 

WWII line of 

anti-tank 

blocks lining 

the beach.   

Within Onshore 

Development 

Area 

-  NK15SW0006  -  INVERQUINZIE 

COTTAGES  

Site of a World 

War II Royal 

Observer 

Corps post.   

0.85 km NW  

-  NK15SW0094  -  INVERQUINZIE  Royal 

Observer 

Corps post (St 

Fergus)   

0.95 km NW  

-  NK14NW0081  250618  JENNY'S BURN  WWII Pillbox 

of Type 24 

construction.   

Within Onshore 

Development 

Area 

-  NK14NW0082  -  CRAIGEWAN 

BEACH  

WWII Pillbox 

of Type 24 

construction.   

Within Onshore 

Development 

Area 

-  NK14NW0079  319941  CRAIGEWAN 

BEACH  

WWII Pillbox 

of Type 24 

construction.   

0.5 km SE  

-  NK14NW0080  -  JENNY'S BURN  WWII Pillbox 

of Type 24 

construction.   

Within Onshore 

Development 

Area 

 

There is little change from the baseline of the late 19th century until the outbreak of WWII, at 

which point the north-east coast of Scotland, along with the entire east coast of the UK, 

witnessed the construction of a series of defensive structures and earthwork intended to halt 

any invasion from the continent. Along the coast north of Peterhead, these defences took the 

form of observation posts, concrete pill boxes and anti-tank blocks being built on the beaches 

and to the rear of dunes. The beach immediately north-east, east and south-east of the Onshore 
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Development Area contains many of these structures with several other noted structures 

seemingly lost to the shifting dunes or coastal erosion.  

In the second half of the 20th century (Figure 6, Appendix C) the major local landscape changes 

are associated with the construction of energy facilities and infrastructure, with the St. Fergus 

Gas Terminal being constructed to the north of the Onshore Development Area in the 1970s, and 

the Peterhead Power Station being constructed to the south in the late 1970s.  

The economy of the area in the late 20th century is one based on trade through Peterhead and 

Fraserburgh, with money generated from oil and gas fields supporting a local economy reliant 

on fishing and farming. The land immediately around the Onshore Development Area takes in 

farmland and plantation woodland. This woodland was planted in the latter half of the 20th 

century.  

5. ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL POTENTIAL 

5.1 INTRODUCTION 

A full list of known heritage assets within the 1 km Study Area is provided within Appendix A 

Gazetteer of Heritage Assets Within 1 Km Study Area.  

Direct (Physical) Impacts to the heritage resource are limited to the footprint of the onshore 

Development. Direct (Physical) Impacts are not to be expected wholesale across the full extent 

of the Onshore Development Area but are limited to areas of ground disturbance associated with 

construction and/or landscaping. Direct (Physical) Impacts are physical alterations which may 

affect either known sites or currently unknown buried and otherwise unrecorded archaeology. 

These impacts may damage or destroy archaeological features and are usually permanent and 

irreversible.   

This report does not attempt to assess the magnitude of impact or effects to these heritage 

assets. Discussions around magnitude of impact, effects as well as mitigation strategies are 

discussed within Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 10: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural 

Heritage. 

5.2 KNOWN ASSETS   

There are no known heritage assets within the footprint of the OnSS and EBI or associated 

infrastructure. There are four known assets within the wider Onshore Development Area, WWII 

(Modern) assets located along the beach; K14NW0084, NK14NW0081, NK14NW0082 and 

NK14NW0080 (See Table 4-7).  

5.3 POTENTIAL FOR ADDITIONAL UNKNOWN ASSETS  

A summary of archaeological potential broken down by period is presented within Table 5-1 

and discussed below.  
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TABLE 5-1 SUMMARY OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL  

Period name   Potential  

Early Prehistory  Palaeolithic  Negligible  

Mesolithic  Negligible  

Neolithic   Low  

Later Prehistory  Bronze Age  Moderate  

Iron Age  Moderate  

Romano-British  Roman  Negligible  

Medieval  Early Medieval  Low  

Later Medieval  High  

Post-Medieval  High  

Modern  High  

 

There is a single Early Prehistoric asset within the 1 km Study Area, NK14NW0086, a flint scatter 

located 0.3 km south-west of the Onshore Development Area. A further three Early Prehistoric 

assets are located just beyond the 1 km Study Area: Canmore ID 350857, NK15SW0002 and 

NK04NE0077. All Early-Prehistoric assets relate to the discovery of stone tools around Inverugie, 

Lunderton and North Kirton. A search of the Canmore online database using the term ‘Mesolithic’ 

identified one additional record within the wider historic landscape., Canmore ID 365019, a flint 

scatter located on the outskirts of St Fergus village. A search for Neolithic records returned nine 

results within the wider historic landscape, inclusive of flint mines and worked flints at the Den 

of Boddam, located c. 8 km south of the Onshore Development Area, a long cairn at Catto, close 

to the Boddam flint mines, and a pair of stone circles at c. 8 km north and 7.5 km west of the 

Onshore Development Area. Given the paucity of settlement or ritual sites within the 1 km Study 

Area there is considered to be a low potential for Neolithic remains to be present within the 

Onshore Development Area. If material from this period is identified, it is likely to relate to 

isolated finds of flint tools or stone axes. There is considered to be negligible potential for 

material predating the Neolithic to be present.  

There are two Late Prehistoric assets within the 1 km Study Area; NK14NW0001 and 

NK14NW0031, both of which relate to Bronze Age to Iron Age settlement. A further two Late-

Prehistoric records are located just beyond the 1 km Study Area; NK04NE0033 cropmark of likely 

ring ditch) and Canmore ID 86535 (flint scatter). A search of the Canmore online database using 

the term ‘Bronze Age’ identified seven records within the wider historic landscape; inclusive of a 

pair of bronze axe heads from St Fergus and Peterhead, a palisaded settlement site with 

associated flints and Iron Age pottery at Ednie, located 1.5 km west of the Onshore Development 
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Area, and a collection of flints and Iron Age pottery at Kirktown, just west of St Fergus, located 

2.5 km north-west of the Onshore Development Area. A search of the Canmore online database 

using the term ‘Iron Age’ identified two records within the wider historic landscape, these are 

the Iron Age finds and associated settlement at Ednie and Kirktown described above. Given the 

presence of Late prehistoric settlement sites within the 1 km Study Area and associated material 

culture from just outwith the 1 km Study Area, there is considered to be a moderate potential 

for further Late Prehistoric assets to survive within the Onshore Development Area  

There are no known Roman assets within the 1 km Study Area or within the wider historic 

landscape. As such, and given the distances to known Roman military sites, there is considered 

to be a negligible potential for unknown Roman archaeological remains.  

There are no Early Medieval assets within the 1 km Study Area. However, a single Early Medieval 

asset is recorded just beyond the 1 km Study Area; a Pictish stone recovered at Ravenscraig 

(NK04NE0056), located 1.1 km south-west of the Onshore Development Area. A search of the 

Canmore online database using the term ‘Picts’ identified no records within the wider historic 

landscape. A search using the term ‘early Medieval’ returned two records, a long cist located at 

the site of the former Deer Abbey at Peterhead, which was founded in the early 13th century, 

and an undated Pre-Reformation chapel and burial ground located 8 km west of the Onshore 

Development Area.   

There is a single, tentatively dated Late Medieval assets located within the 1 km Study Area; 

NK15SW0004 Drumline Fishing Village. Drumlin is not clearly dated from the Medieval period, 

but a foundation for these settlements in the Medieval period is probable. The fishing village of 

Drumlin is not well located, as it does not appear on any historic mapping, but HER data and 

19th century accounts suggest it was located around 1 km south of St Fergus Church in close 

proximity to the OnSS and EBI Compounds. Neither LiDAR nor the walkover survey has been 

able to confirm this. HER data records the village 0.2 km north of the OnSS and EBI within 

plantation woodland. Additional Medieval assets are located just outwith the 1 km Study Area. 

SM3259 is a likely 13th or 14th century motte located 1.1 km south-west. Ravenscraig Castle 

(SM2496) is located 1.7 km south-west of the Onshore Development Area adjacent to the River 

Ugie. Inverugie Castle (SM98) is a 13th to 14th century motte and bailey castle built on the River 

Ugie, located 1.4 km south-west. It was latterly replaced by the current stone-built castle built 

in 1660AD. Canmore data, also contains records for a village at Inverugie.   

A search of the Canmore online database for ‘Medieval’ assets within the wider historic landscape 

returned 15 results. These assets take in the known castles, mottes recorded above as well as 

the medieval assets around Peterhead. The remaining assets take in evidence of rig and furrow 

around St. Fergus village. Based on the available baseline information there is negligible potential 

for Early Medieval remains to be present within the Onshore Development Area. Given the 

presence of a likely Late Medieval fishing village within the 1 km Study Area and its proximity to 

the OnSS and EBI, in conjunction to the known settlement sites and associated field systems 

just beyond the 1 km Study Area, there is considered to be a high potential for further Late 

Medieval assets to survive within the Onshore Development Area. These assets would likely be 

associated with Medieval settlement and associated field systems.   

There are 29 heritage assets (excluding offshore wreck sites) dating to the Post-Medieval period 

recorded within the 1 km Study Area. The bulk of Post-Medieval assets within the 1 km Study 

Area are dated to the 18th and 19th centuries. All but two of the HER/Canmore assets from this 

period refer to new farmhouses, farmsteads, rural dwellings and enclosures associated with land 
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reform and land improvement. The remaining two assets are golf courses at Peterhead. Just 

beyond the 1 km Study Area, a pair of mills are recorded around Inverugie and Ravenscraig. 

Dovecots are also recorded. As such, there is considered to be a high potential for further Post-

Medieval assets to survive within the Onshore Development Area. These assets would likely be 

associated with Post-Medieval townships/farmstead and associated field systems.  

There are seven Modern assets recorded within HER or Canmore data in the 1 km Study Area, 

all relating to the construction of WWII defences along the coastline and in surrounding fields. 

These coastal defences take the form of pill boxes, anti-tank blocks and observation posts. The 

beach immediately north-east, east and south-east of the Onshore Development Area contains 

many of these structures, with several other noted structures seemingly lost to the shifting dunes 

or coastal erosion. Based on the proximity of WWII defences to the location of Onshore 

Development Area, the lack of certainty around the exact position of defences in relation to the 

shifting dunes and lack of certainty over the final position of the Onshore ECC, there is considered 

to be a high potential for further WWII structures to be located within the Onshore Development 

Area.  

Of the known heritage assets, only the four WWII (Modern) assets located along the beach, are 

located within the Onshore Development Area. None of these are located within the footprint of 

the OnSS and EBI, but given the lack of certainty over the final route of the Onshore ECC, WWII 

remains may fall within the footprint of this element of the Salamander Project  

The location of the Late Medieval to Post Medieval Drumline Fishing Village is not well understood, 

and the HER data places this asset only 0.2 km north of the OnSS and EBI. This asset therefor 

retains the potential to be found within the footprint of Onshore Infrastructure. A walkover of 

the Onshore Development did not identify this asset, but the fields containing the OnSS and EBI 

were under crop at the time of survey and as such any earthworks or finds associated with the 

village that may have been present were not observed.  

6. CONCLUSION 

This report has identified four known heritage assets located within the Onshore Development 

Area. These four assets relate to WWII defences along the beach and associated fields. None of 

these are located within the footprint of the OnSS or EBI but given the lack of certainty over the 

final route of the Onshore ECC, WWII remains may fall within the footprint of this element of the 

Salamander Project.   

The location of the Late Medieval to Post-Medieval Drumline Fishing Village is not well understood 

and the HER data places this asset only 0.2 km north of the OnSS and EBI. This asset therefore 

retains the potential to be found within the footprint of Onshore Infrastructure. A walkover of 

the Onshore Development did not identify this asset, but the fields containing the OnSS and EBI 

were under crop at the time of survey and as such any earthworks or finds associated with the 

village that may have been present were not observed.  

Within the 1 km Study Area, there is a single Scheduled Monument (SM5622) and three Listed 

Buildings (LB16536, LB19799 and LB16388). There are 82 non-designated HER and Canmore 

assets located within the 1 km Study Area, with assets dating from the Early Prehistoric to 

Modern periods. There is a single Early Prehistoric record relating to the discovery of worked 

flints, two Late Prehistoric records relating to settlement, a settlement site with possible Medieval 

origins as well as a likely Medieval church, 71 Post-Medieval assets relating to settlement, 
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agricultural improvement, road and transport improvements, industrial sites such as mills, 

leisure sites such as gold courses and wreck sites off the coast. There are seven Modern sites 

relating to WWII and cold war defences and a single undated cropmark.  

A review of the available baseline data for the wider historic environment suggests a low potential 

for Neolithic remains to be present within the Onshore Development Area. If material from this 

period is identified, it is likely to relate to isolated finds of flint tools or stone axes. There is 

considered to be negligible potential for material predating the Neolithic to be present. Given the 

presence of Late Prehistoric settlement sites within the 1 km Study Area and associated material 

culture from just outwith the 1 km Study Area, there is considered to be a moderate potential 

for further Late Prehistoric assets. Given the distances to known Roman military sites, there is 

considered to be a negligible potential for unknown Roman archaeological remains.   

Based on the available baseline information there is negligible potential for Early Medieval 

remains to be present within the Onshore Development Area. Given the presence of a likely Late 

Medieval fishing village within the 1 km Study Area and its close proximity to the OnSS and EBI 

site, in conjunction to the known settlement sites and associated field systems just outwith the 

1 km Study Area, there is considered to be a high potential for further Late Medieval assets to 

survive within the Onshore Development Area. These assets would likely be associated with 

Medieval settlement and associated field systems.   

There are 38 heritage assets (excluding offshore wreck sites) dating to the Post-Medieval period 

recorded within the 1 km Study Area. As such, there is considered to be a high potential for 

further Post-Medieval assets to survive These assets would likely be associated with Post-

Medieval townships/farmstead and associated field systems.   

Based on the proximity of WWII defences to the location of Onshore Infrastructure, the lack of 

certainty around the exact position of defences in relation to the shifting dunes and lack of 

certainty over the final position of the Onshore ECC, there is considered to be a high potential 

for further WWII structures to be located within the Onshore Development Area. 
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Designation  LB Cat Main 

Ref  

HER Ref  Canmore 

ID  

Name  Description  Period   Easting  Northing  Location from 

Onshore 

Development 

Area 

Value  

 - -  -  NK14NW

0086  

159547  Lunderton  Three flints were found on the farm 

of Lunderton. They consist of an 

end-scraper and two flakes.   

Early 

Prehistoric  

410535  849388  0.3 km SW  Low  

 - -  -  NK14NW

0001  

21152  Lunderton 

farm  

Site of a souterrain found in the 

1860s in a natural hillock. The 

chamber was aligned north-south.  

Late 

Prehistoric  

410228  849190  0.6 km SW   Low  

 - -  -  NK14NW

0031  

  Lunderton  Cropmark of a ring ditch, enclosing 

a round house of concentric 

postholes with possible extensions 

on exterior where a few 

indeterminate marks are visible.  

Late 

Prehistoric  

410361  849492  0.3 km SW   Medium

  

 - -  -  NK15SW

0004  

21347  Drumline 

Village  

Site of a small fishing village, which 

lay on the seashore east of the 

churchyard of St Fergus and is now 

covered by sand drifts. A late 19th 

century source stated that a good 

number of inhabited houses 

survived, for a mile to the south of 

the churchyard.  

Medieval to 

Post-

medieval  

411000  850000  0.2 km N  Low  

SM5622   - SM562

2  

NK15SW

0001  

21344  St. 

Fergus’s 

Church, old 

parish 

church  

Church, originally the parish church 

for Inverugie. Abandoned early 17th 

century.  

Post-

medieval  

 -  - 0.2 km NE   High  

LB16536  B  LB1653

6  

 - 21344  Old 

Churchyar

Churchyard. Excludes Scheduled 

Monument.  

Post-

medieval  

 -  - 0.2 km NE  Medium
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d of St. 

Fergus  

LB19799  C  LB1979

9  

 - 230387  Lunderton 

House  

Early 19th century dwelling.  Post-

medieval  

 -  - 0.4 km SW   Low  

LB16388  B  LB1638

8  

NK14NW

0072  

120267  Balmoor 

Bridge  

Late 19th century bridge over River 

Ugie.  

Post-

medieval  

 -  - 0.9 km S   Medium

  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0598  

81849  Hallmoss 

Aqueduct  

Aqueducts  Post-

medieval  

410100  849170  0.8 km SW  Low  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0049  

 - Balmoor  Site of Barony of Balmoor/ Balmuir/ 

Balmore.  

Post-

medieval  

410859  848170  1 km S  Low  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0596  

 - Hallmoss 

Bridge  

Bridges  Post-

medieval  

410009  849009  0.95 km S  Low  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0600  

216366  Lunderton 

Bridge  

Bridges  Post-

medieval  

410496  849607  0.2 km W  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0025  

 - North 

Kirkton  

Farmstead, still in use, shown on the 

1st edition OS map.  

Post-

medieval  

410725  850883  0.8 km NE  Low  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0404  

 - Lunderton  Farmstead, still in use, with a C-

listed farmhouse built in circa 1800. 

It is shown on the 1st edition OS 

map.  

Post-

medieval  

410518  849332  0.8 km SW  Low  
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 -  -  - NK15SW

0026  

  Inverquinzi

e  

Small village, still occupied, 

depicted on the 1st edition OS map 

of 1867 as a group of eight buildings 

and associated enclosures. On the 

2nd edition map of 1888, only six 

buildings are shown. Three of these 

buildings appear to survive, while 

five new bu  

Post-

medieval  

410432  850953  0.85 km NW  Low  

 -  -  - NK04NE0

025  

 - Ugie Canal  Remains of canal, now disused, 

which runs from NK 082 499 - NK 

099 490.  

Post-

medieval  

407728  849451  1 km SW  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0013  

 - Cuttie 

Burn  

Remains of a disused canal.  Post-

medieval  

410318  850317  0.5 km NW  Low  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0713  

77145/289

505  

Balmoor 

Farm  

Dovecots, farmstead  Post-

medieval  

410991  848208  1 km S  Low  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0076  

143816  Mains of 

Inverugie  

Remains of three stone-walled 

enclosures and a building, depicted 

on the 1st and 2nd edition OS maps.  

Post-

medieval  

411351  848558  0.6 km S  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0027  

 - South 

Kirkton  

Remains of a farmstead depicted on 

the 1st edition OS map of 1867.  

Post-

medieval  

410993  850416  0.5 km N  Low  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0601  

156568  Lunderton 

Cottage  

Farmsteads  Post-

medieval  

410600  849324  0.35 km W  Low  
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 -  -  - NK04NE0

117  

156539  Hallmoss 

Cottage  

Farmsteads  Post-

medieval  

409952  849062  0.95 km SW  Low  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0602  

 - Balmoor  Houses  Post-

medieval  

410850  848159  1 km SW  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0024  

 - St Fergus 

Links  

Site of a sheepfold depicted only on 

the 1st edition OS map of 1867. Now 

no trace.  

Post-

medieval  

411257  851439  1 km N  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0036  

 - Elise, 

scotstown 

head  

The schooner ELISE, with a crew of 

4 under Captain and Owner J. Zobel, 

carrying a cargo of oil cake from St 

Petersburg to Liverpool, was 

stranded on Scotstown Head on the 

23rd October 1883.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851100  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0296  

 - North Sea  Part of the stern of a 'foreign 

schooner' was washed ashore North 

of Peterhead on the 15th March 

1833.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  848800  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0030  

 - Berry 

Castle, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The full-rigged ship BERRY CASTLE, 

under Captain Pratt, carrying a 

cargo of timber from Miramichi to 

Aberdeen, was stranded at 

Scotstown Head on the 5th 

November 1817.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851000  Offshore  Low  
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 -  -  - NK15SW

0048  

 - Port 

Jackson, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The steam trawler PORT JACKSON 

(registration A 222), under Captain 

Bavidge, was stranded at Scotstown 

Head on the 24th August 1935.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851240  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0088  

 - Henry, 

Kirkton 

Head  

The brig HENRY, under Captain 

Wilson, carrying a cargo of slates, 

was driven ashore at Kirkton Head 

on the 29th November 1832.  

Post-

medieval  

412000  850120  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0033  

 - Lady 

Abercromb

y, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The schooner LADY ABERCROMBY, 

with a crew of 4, carrying cargo of 

herrings, foundered and was lost 

with all hands, on the 3rd October 

1860 off Scotstown Head.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851040  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0071  

 - Sarah, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The schooner SARAH, under Captain 

Waatman, travelling from Seaham 

to Nairn, was stranded at Scotstown 

Head on the 13th September 1862.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851460  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0045  

 - Strathbran

, Kirkton 

Head  

The steel steam trawler 

STRATHBRAN (registration A 536) 

was stranded 0.5 miles S of 

Scotstown Head on the 5th October 

1924.  

Post-

medieval  

412000  850040  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0057  

 - Rose, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The brig ROSE, under Captain 

Ostrick, carrying a cargo of coal 

from Shields to Cromarty, was 

Post-

medieval  

411990  851340  Offshore  Low  
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stranded at Scotstown Head on the 

30th November 1815. The crew and 

materials were saved.  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0051  

 - Hyack, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The Norwegian barque HYACK, with 

a crew of 10 under Captain and 

Owner S. Lassen, Langesund, 

carrying a cargo of coal from 

Sunderland to Christiania, was 

stranded 2 miles N of Scotstown 

Head on the 22nd October 1875. The 

crew were rescued.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851300  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0043  

 - Ben Nevis, 

Kirkton 

Head  

The steel steam trawler BEN NEVIS 

(registration A821),with a crew of 8 

under Captain Rivett, in ballast, was 

stranded between Kirkton Head and 

Scotstown Head on the 15th 

February 1900.  

Post-

medieval  

412000  851000  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0083  

 - Hope, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The HOPE, under Captain Cormack, 

was stranded at Scotstown Head on 

the 24th November 1805.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851560  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0072  

 - Goldfinder, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The GOLDFINDER, under Captain 

Jackson, travelling from Newcastle 

to Dublin, was wrecked at 

Scotstown Head on the 26th March 

1863.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851480  Offshore  Low  
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 -  -  - NK15SW

0046  

 - Cransdale, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The steel steam trawler CRANSDALE 

(formerly named HARRY ROOS, 

registration A453) foundered under 

tow on the 21st January 1931 after 

being driven ashore near St Fergus.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851200  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0040  

 - Gazelle, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The schooner GAZELLE, with a crew 

of 5 men under Captain J. Reid, 

carrying a cargo of coal from 

Sunderland to Inverness, was 

stranded on Scotstown Head on the 

15th March 1893.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851140  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0063  

 - Harmanna, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The galliot HARMANNA (or 

HERMANNE), under Captain Eefting, 

carrying a cargo of bones, was 

stranded at Scotstown Head on the 

1st April 1859.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851400  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0080  

 - St Peter, 

Scotstown 

head  

The ST PETER, carrying a cargo of 

deals and iron, was stranded at 

Scotstown Head on the 20th 

December 1753.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851500  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0297  

 - North Sea  A drifter, on tow, was abandoned 

and stranded 1.5 miles North of 

Peterhead on the 31st January 

1946.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  848820  Offshore  Low  
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 -  -  - NK15SW

0031  

 - Magnet, 

Kirkton 

Head  

The brig MAGNET, under Captain 

Davidson, in ballast, was wrecked 3 

miles North of Peterhead on the 9th 

January 1820.  

Post-

medieval  

412000  850000  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0069  

 - Friends, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The schooner FRIENDS, under 

Captain Short, travelling from the 

Forth to Peterhead, was stranded on 

Scotstown Head on the 18th March 

1861.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851440  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0049  

 - Danearn, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The steel steam trawler DANEARN 

(formerly named PELAGOS, 

registration A 395) was stranded 

between outer Scotstown Head and 

the beach on the 15th March 1942.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851260  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0041  

 - Swift, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The schooner SWIFT, with a crew of 

4 men under Captain T. B. Robinson, 

carrying a cargo of oats and two 

passengers from Banff to Leith, was 

stranded on a reef off Scotstown 

Head on the 15th January 1896. The 

two passengers and four crew were 

lost.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851160  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0034  

 - Melledgan, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The schooner MELLEDGAN, with a 

crew of 5 under Captain and Owner 

J. B. Jewitt, travelling from 

Burghead to Sunderland, in ballast, 

Post-

medieval  

411990  851060  Offshore  Low  
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was stranded at Scotstown Head on 

the 4th April 1877.  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0081  

 - Scotstown 

Head  

A barque, under Captain Morisone, 

was stranded at Scotstown Head in 

January 1707.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851520  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0058  

 - Edward, 

Kirkton 

Head  

The brig EDWARD, under Captain 

Smith, carrying a cargo of tobacco 

from Virginia to Leith, was wrecked 

at Kirkton Head, 4 miles north of 

Peterhead, on the 22nd September 

1822. The crew were saved.  

Post-

medieval  

412000  850060  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0378  

 - Nile, 

Rattray 

Head  

The ketch NILE, with a crew of 4 

men under Captain A. Hansen, 

carrying a cargo of potatoes from 

Invergordon to West Hartlepool, was 

stranded about 4 miles S of Rattray 

Head on the 25th January 1890.  

Post-

medieval  

412000  849800  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0044  

 - Loch Tay, 

Kirkton 

Head  

The steel steam trawler LOCH TAY 

(registration A888), in ballast, under 

Captain Fitzpatrick, was stranded off 

Kirkton Head on the 21st March 

1905.  

Post-

medieval  

412000  850020  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0067  

 - Eagle, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The smack EAGLE, carrying a cargo 

of fish from Faroe to Grimsby, was 

stranded on the 3rd September 1869 

Post-

medieval  

411990  851420  Offshore  Low  
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on Scotstown head. The crew were 

saved.  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0061  

 - Dunrobin, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The schooner DUNROBIN, under 

Captain Morrison, travelling from 

Newcastle to Dingwall, was wrecked 

at Scotstown Head on the 28th 

October 1868.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851360  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0084  

 - Katharine, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The KATHARINE, under Captain 

Young, carrying a cargo of paving 

stones, was wrecked on Outers of 

Scotstown on the 4th November 

1772.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851580  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0037  

 - Staatsrath 

Von Brock, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The German brig STAATSRATH VON 

BROCK, with a crew of 9 men under 

Captain H. Zander, carrying a cargo 

of timber from Danzig (Gdansk) to 

Peterhead, was stranded circa 0.5 

miles north of Scotston Head on the 

8th January 1889.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851120  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0047  

 - Struan, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The steel steam trawler STRUAN 

(formerly named WILLIAM 

COGSWELL, registration A718), 

under Captain Shepherd, was 

stranded off Scotstown Head, on 

Outers Reef, on the 18th January 

1933.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851220  Offshore  Low  
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 -  -  - NK15SW

0055  

 - Confidence

, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The CONFIDENCE, under Captain 

Petersen, carrying a cargo of staves 

and battens from Porsgrund to 

Fraserburgh, struck on Scotstown 

Head on the 2nd September 1875, 

and, when the tide rose, drifted over 

the rocks on to the beach with loss 

of rudder and abou  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851320  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0112  

 - Magician, 

Craigewan  

The steel steamship MAGICIAN , 

carrying a general cargo from 

Trinidad to London was wrecked on 

Craigewan, 2 miles north of 

Peterhead, on the 14th April 1944.  

Post-

medieval  

412176  848122  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0062  

 - Harrison 

Chilton, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The HARRISON CHILTON, under 

Captain McGregor, travelling from 

Sunderland to Quebec, was driven 

ashore on Scotstown Head on the 6th 

August 1841. She was later got off 

and taken into Peterhead harbour.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851380  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0032  

 - Banffshire, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The smack BANFFSHIRE, under 

Captain Watson, travelling from 

London to Banff, was stranded at 

Scotstown Head the 8th April 1831.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851020  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0050  

 - Hamburg, 

scotstown 

head  

The iron paddle steamship 

HAMBURG, with a crew of 30 under 

Captain Hugh Geddes, carrying a 

cargo of livestock and three 

Post-

medieval  

411990  851280  Offshore  Low  
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passengers from Kirkwall to 

Aberdeen, was stranded, and later 

wrecked, at Scotstown Head, about 

3 miles north of Peterhead on the 

12th  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0042  

 - Craig 

Gowan, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The steam trawler CRAIG GOWAN 

(registration A779), with a crew of 8 

men under Captain J. Morrice, 

fishing out of Aberdeen, in ballast, 

was stranded at Scotstown Head on 

the 12th November 1896.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851180  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0035  

 - Fortuna, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The Norwegian barque FORTUNA, 

with a crew of 10 under Captain G. 

Reiersen, travelling from Arendal to 

Aberdeen in ballast, was stranded 

near Scotstown Head on the 15th 

October 1882. The crew were 

saved.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851080  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0082  

 - Balnagask, 

Scotstown 

Head  

The steam trawler BALNAGASK was 

stranded at Scotstown Head on the 

19th December 1961.  

Post-

medieval  

411990  851540  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0073  

 - Albion, 

Kirkton 

Head  

The barque ALBION, under Captain 

Dade, carrying a cargo of timber, 

was wrecked at Kirkton Head on the 

19th November 1871.  

Post-

medieval  

412000  850100  Offshore  Low  
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 -  -  - NK15SW

0059  

216365  Jane, 

Kirkton 

Head  

The schooner JANE, under Captain 

Spence, carrying cargo from Leith to 

Cromarty, was stranded on Kirkton 

Head on the 4th February 1857. The 

crew and part of the materials were 

saved.  

Post-

medieval  

412000  850080  Offshore  Low  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0599  

 - Lunderton 

sluice  

Sluices - Saint Fergus and North 

Ugie water canal,  

Post-

medieval  

410467  849516  0.3 km W  Low  

 -  -  -  - 81858  Saint 

Fergus and 

North Ugie 

water 

canal, 

Cuttie Burn 

culvert  

Culvert (period unassigned)  Post-

medieval  

410190  850270  0.6 km NW  Low  

 -  -  -  - 81856  Saint 

Fergus and 

North Ugie 

water 

canal, 

Inverquinzi

e terminal 

basin  

Canal basin (period unassigned)  Post-

medieval  

410400  850900  0.95 km NW  Low  

 -  -  -  - 81852  Saint 

Fergus and 

North Ugie 

Canal (period unassigned)  Post-

medieval  

410330  850600  0.8 km NW  Low  
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water 

canal, 

Inverquinzi

e branch  

 -  -  -  - 81848  Saint 

Fergus and 

North Ugie 

water 

canal, 

Inverquinzi

e branch  

Canal (period unassigned)  Post-

medieval  

410370  849380  0.4 km W  Low  

 -  -  -  - 216364  Saint 

Fergus and 

North Ugie 

water 

canal, 

Hallmoss 

Bridge  

Bridge (period unassigned)  Post-

medieval  

410010  849010  0.9 km SW  Low  

 -  -  -  - 216363  Saint 

Fergus and 

North Ugie 

water 

canal, 

Hallmoss 

basin east  

Canal basin (period unassigned)  Post-

medieval  

410020  848960  0.9 km SW  Low  
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 -  -  -  - 308477  Peterhead, 

Riverside 

Drive, 

Craigewan 

Links, 

Peterhead 

new golf 

course  

Golf course (19th century)  Post-

medieval  

411730  848292  0.9 km SE  Low  

 -  -  -  - 308478  Peterhead, 

Riverside 

Drive, 

Craigewan 

Links, 

Peterhead 

old golf 

course  

Golf course (19th century)  Post-

medieval  

411753  848292  0.9 km SE  Low  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0084  

250620/31

9942  

Craigewan 

beach  

Remains of a WWII line of anti-tank 

blocks lining the beach. Several 

hundred blocks are present in total. 

They are supported by regularly 

spaced pillboxes.  

Modern  411775  849873  Within Onshore 

Development 

Area 

Medium

  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0006  

  Inverquinzi

e cottages  

Site of a World War II Royal 

Observer Corps post. A new 

underground monitoring post was 

positioned just a few metres from 

the WWII one for the ROC in the 

1950s. The post was emptied in the 

Modern  410203  850713  0.85 km NW  Medium
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early 1990s when the ROC was 

stood down.  

 -  -  - NK15SW

0094  

 - Inverquinzi

e  

Royal Observer Corps post (St 

Fergus) opened in May 1962  and 

closed September 1991, located in a 

rectangular compound. 

Aberdeenshire posts came under 

the command of 29 Group 

(Aberdeen).  

Modern  410096  850749  0.95 km NW  Medium

  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0081  

250618  Jenny's 

Burn  

WWII Pillbox of Type 24 

construction. 4th in a line of eight 

from Craigewan to Scotstown 

beach.  

Modern  411687  849592  Within Onshore 

Development 

Area 

Medium

  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0082  

 - Craigewan 

Beach  

WWII Pillbox of Type 24 

construction. 5th in a line of eight 

from Craigewan to Scotstown 

beach.  

Modern  411755  849949  Within Onshore 

Development 

Area 

Medium

  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0079  

319941  Craigewan 

Beach  

WWII Pillbox of Type 24 

construction. 2nd in a line of eight 

from Craigewan to Scotstown 

beach.  

Modern  411783  848578  0.5 km SE  Medium

  

 -  -  - NK14NW

0080  

 - Jenny's 

Burn  

WWII Pillbox of Type 24 

construction. 3rd in a line of eight 

from Craigewan to Scotstown 

beach.  

Modern  411720  849196  Within Onshore 

Development 

Area 

Medium
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Term (list in alphabetical order)  Meaning / Definition  

Cultural Significance  

  

Relates to the ways in which a heritage asset is valued by both specialists and the wider public. It may 

derive from factors including the asset’s fabric, setting, context and associations. 

Cumulative Impacts  Impacts that result from changes caused by other past, present, or reasonably foreseeable actions 

together with the Onshore Development. 

Designated Asset  Comprising listed buildings, conservation areas, scheduled monuments, historic marine protection 

areas, World Heritage Sites, Inventory gardens and designed landscapes and Inventory battlefields. 

The value of these assets has therefore been established through the designation process. 

Direct Physical Impacts  The impact upon features of cultural heritage interest, where sites or potential sites / buried 

archaeology are in danger of being physically disturbed or destroyed. Direct physical impacts are likely 

to occur during the construction of the Development. These are considered permanent and irreversible. 

EIA Significance  Used to describe the relative importance of impacts, generally deduced from a matrix measuring the 

magnitude of impact against the sensitivity of the receptor.  

Energy Balancing Infrastructure (EBI) Energy Balancing Infrastructure will provide services to the electrical grid, such as storing energy to 

meet periods of peak demand and improving overall reliability, as well as additional services such as 

system monitoring and computing. EBI will be housed within buildings and / or containers which will 

be co-located with the Onshore Substation  

Indirect Physical Impact  These occur where the fabric is lost or preserved as a result of the proposal even though the asset is 

removed from the proposal. Examples include damage to walls as a result of vibration from piling 

operations or blasting, the degradation of waterlogged deposits as a result of dewatering and changes 
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in currents resulting in increased/decreased erosion. Such impacts may result at any stage of 

development and are likely to be permanent. 

Landfall The generic term applied to the entire landfall corridor between Mean Low Water Spring (MLWS) tide 

and the Transition Joint Bay (TJB) inclusive of all construction works, including the offshore and onshore 

ECC, and landfall compound, where the offshore cables come ashore north of Peterhead. 

Landfall Compound Area of Search The area within which the landfall compound will be located. The Landfall Compound Area of Search 

boundary has been defined for the purposes of undertaking EIA, ensuring that the EIA is based on a 

realistic worst-case design scenario to allow for further site optioneering to take place. 

Non-designated asset  These are features, buildings or places that provide physical evidence of past human activity identified 

as being of sufficient value to this and future generations to merit consideration in the planning system. 

These may occur in isolation or form historic landscapes in combination with other heritage assets, 

which may in themselves be considered to form heritage assets in their own right. 

Onshore Development The entire Onshore Development above MLWS, including compounds at the Landfall, temporary working 

areas, Onshore Export Cables, Transition Joint Bay, Joint Bays, Onshore Substation and Energy 

Balancing Infrastructure, Construction Compounds, any associated landscaping (if required) and access 

(and all other associated infrastructure) across all Project phases from development to 

decommissioning, for which the Applicant is seeking consent. 

Onshore Development Area The total area comprising the Landfall, Onshore Export Cable Corridor, and Onshore Substation, EBI 

and associated infrastructure. 

Onshore Export Cable Corridor The area within which the Onshore Export Cables will be located, as well as temporary Construction 

Compounds which includes cable trenches, haul road, excavated material and storage areas. 
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Onshore Substation The electrical components for transforming the power supplied from the Salamander Project to 132 kilovolt (kV) and to adjust the power quality and power 

factor, as required to meet the UK Grid Code for supply to the National Grid.  

Sensitivity   The term EIA practitioners use for value used to provide consistency across disciplines throughout the 

EIA Report.  

Setting  The way the surroundings of a historic asset or place contribute to how it is understood, appreciated 

and experienced. The setting of a historic asset can incorporate a range of factors, such as:  

• current landscape or townscape context;  

• views to, from and across or beyond the historic asset or place;  

• key vistas (for instance, a ‘frame’ of trees, buildings or natural features that give the historic 

asset or place a context, whether intentional or not);  

The prominence of the historic asset or place in views throughout the surrounding area, bearing in mind 

that sites need not be visually prominent to have a setting;  

• aesthetic qualities;  

• character of the surrounding landscape;  

• general and specific views including foregrounds and backdrops;  

• views from within an asset outwards over key elements in the surrounding landscape, such as 

the view from the principal room of a house, or from a roof terrace;  

• relationships with other features, both built and natural;  

• non-visual factors such as historical, artistic, literary, place name, or scenic associations, 

intellectual relationships (e.g. to a theory, plan or design), or sensory factors;  
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• a ‘sense of place’: the overall experience of an asset which may combine some of the above 

factors.  

Setting Impacts  Including changes to the settings of cultural heritage assets, which may affect cultural significance. 

These are largely visual impacts and are likely to occur as a consequence of the scale of the 

Development. They are especially likely to occur on cultural heritage assets located on high ground 

where their historical significance lies in the wider landscape setting including long-distance views to, 

and from, the asset. 

Study Area  Area used to establish the baseline within the Desk Based Assessment.   

Value  Reflects the relative importance of the asset as an element of the historic environment and is most 

commonly categorised as International, National, Regional and Local with corresponding values ranging 

from very High to Low. 

The value of an asset can be derived from its intrinsic, contextual or associative attributes. 
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FIGURE 1: SITE LOCATION, LAYOUT AND 1 KM STUDY AREA 



  

 

SALAMANDER OFFSHORE WIND FARM ONSHORE EIA REPORT APPENDIX C FIGURES 

 

  

FIGURE 2: DESIGNATED ASSETS WITHIN 1 KM STUDY AREA



  

 

SALAMANDER OFFSHORE WIND FARM ONSHORE EIA REPORT APPENDIX C FIGURES 

 

  

FIGURE 3: NON-DESIGNATED ASSETS WITHIN 1 KM STUDY AREA
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FIGURE 4: ALL HERITAGE ASSETS BY PERIOD
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FIGURE 5: FIRST EDITION 6’’ OS MAP WITH ONSHORE DEVELOPMENT AREA
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FIGURE 6: 1970 OS MAP WITH ONSHORE DEVELOPMENT AREA
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	11 Terrestrial Air Quality
	11.1 Introduction
	11.1.1.1 The Applicant, Salamander Wind Project Company Ltd. (SWPC), a joint venture (JV) partnership between Ørsted, Simply Blue Group and Subsea7, is proposing the development of the Salamander Offshore Wind Farm (hereafter ‘Salamander Project’). Th...
	11.1.1.2 This chapter of the EIAR presents the results of the EIA of potential effects of the Salamander Project on Terrestrial Air Quality. Specifically, this chapter considers the potential impact of the Salamander Project landwards of Mean Low Wate...
	11.1.1.3 The chapter provides an overview of the existing environment for the proposed Onshore Development Area, followed by an assessment of potential significant effects on Terrestrial Air Quality receptors, as well as an assessment of potential cum...
	11.1.1.4 This chapter has been authored by ERM. Further competency details of the authors of this chapter are outlined in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 1.1: Details of the Project Team.

	11.2 Purpose
	11.2.1.1 The primary purpose of this EIAR is for the application for the Onshore Development of the Salamander Project satisfying the requirements of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and The E...
	11.2.1.2 The EIAR has been finalised following the completion of the pre-application consultation RP.B.3 Pre Application Consultation (PAC) Report and the Salamander EIA Scoping Report, (SBES, 2023) and takes account of the relevant advice set out wit...
	11.2.1.3 This EIAR chapter:

	11.3 Planning and Policy Context
	11.3.1.1 The preparation of the Terrestrial Air Quality Chapter has been informed by the following policy, legislation, and guidance outlined in Table 11-1.
	11.3.1.2 Further details on the requirements for EIA are presented in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 2: Legislative Context and Regulatory Requirements.

	11.4 Consultation
	11.4.1.1 Consultation is a key part of the application process. It has played an important part in ensuring that the baseline characterisation and impact assessment is appropriate to the scale of development as well as meeting the requirements of the ...
	11.4.1.2 An overview of the Salamander Project consultation process is outlined in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 5: Stakeholder Consultation. Consultation regarding Terrestrial Air Quality has been conducted through the EIA scoping process and pre-applicatio...
	11.4.1.3 The issues raised during consultation specific to Terrestrial Air Quality are outlined in Table 11-2, including consideration of where the issues have been addressed within the EIAR. Comments raised as part of the pre-application advice that ...

	11.5 Study Area
	11.5.1.1 The Terrestrial Air Quality Study Area has been defined on the basis of the following distances (as specified by the IAQM0F ) from the Onshore Development:
	11.5.1.2 Note that the distances outlined above are based on guidance that has been published since the Salamander Scoping Report (SBES, 2023) was finalised and these figures have been updated accordingly from those presented in that report.
	11.5.1.3 The areas identified above are hereafter referred to as the Study Area. The Study Area for Terrestrial Air Quality is shown in Figure 11-1.

	11.6 Methodology to Inform Baseline
	11.6.1 Site Specific Surveys
	11.6.1.1 The nearest Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) is in Aberdeen City Centre approximately 50 km south of the Onshore Development Area. There are no other AQMAs in close proximity to the Onshore Development Area, which indicates that the baselin...
	11.6.1.2 Due to the embedded mitigation measures outlined in Table 11-5, baseline air quality measurements were not deemed to be required. As indicated in the Scoping Report (SBES, 2023) the implementation of the suggested mitigation measures will red...

	11.6.2 Data Sources
	11.6.2.1 The data sources that have been used to inform this Terrestrial Air Quality Chapter of the EIA Report are presented within Table 11-3.
	11.6.2.2 The closest monitoring station is located about 50 km from the Onshore Development and so is not representative of the conditions (traffic, industrial activities, and topography) within the Onshore Development Area.


	11.7 Baseline Environment
	11.7.1 Existing Baseline
	11.7.1.1 Existing local sources of particulate matter (PM) and dust within the Study Area include windblown dust from agricultural land as well as sand blown from the beach during high winds. This is as well as exhaust emissions from road vehicles usi...
	11.7.1.2 Baseline concentrations for the Onshore Development Area are available from the DEFRA modelled pollution data for the most recent available year, 2021-2023 (DEFRA, 2023). This data was obtained from a locally managed automatic system in Aberd...
	11.7.1.3 The baseline NOx concentration is relevant for sensitive ecological receptors. The annual average concentration for NO2 is 2.79 micrograms per cubic meter (μg/m3), for PM10 is 8.18 μg/m3 and for PM2.5 is 4.49 μg/m3 (DEFRA, 2023).
	11.7.1.4 At the time of writing, the results of the 2020 Scotland-specific modelling exercise (which is the latest data available) indicate that the Onshore Development Area is located where the modelled background NOx and NO2 is below 10 µg/m3. The m...
	11.7.1.5 The Annual Progress Report undertaken to assess air quality within Aberdeenshire indicates that the main pollutants of concern are NO2, PM2.5 and PM10 related to road traffic emissions (Air Quality Annual Progress Report, 2023). According to ...
	11.7.1.6 There were no exceedances recorded for NO2 one hour objective at any of the monitoring locations and no exceedances were recorded for 24-hour PM2.5 and PM10 annual mean objective (Air Quality Annual Progress Report, 2023).
	11.7.1.7 According to IAQM (2024), human receptors include locations where people spend time and where property may be impacted by dust. Ecological receptors are habitats that might be sensitive to dust. The most common impacts are dust soiling and in...
	11.7.1.8 The sensitive human and ecological receptors, within the Study Area and potentially impacted by the Onshore Development are (see also Figure 11-2):
	11.7.1.9 Additional receptors identified in the Scoping Report (SBES, 2023) included Lunderton Cottages, South Kirkton, Inverquinzie Cottage, Hallmoss Farm, North Kirkton (farmstead) and Lunderton Farmhouse. However, these are now outwith the Study Ar...

	11.7.2 Future Baseline
	11.7.2.1 The climate change and carbon impact assessment for the Salamander Project is set out in Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 17: Climate Change and Carbon.
	11.7.2.2 Baseline air quality conditions within the Study Area are expected to remain unchanged or slightly improve in the future; background pollutant concentrations are expected to decrease, for reasons such as changes/ advancements in technology an...

	11.7.3 Summary of the Baseline Environment
	11.7.3.1 The air quality within the Onshore Development Area is not degraded. The receptors identified within the Study Area include both human and ecologically sensitive receptors.


	11.8 Limitations and Assumptions
	11.8.1.1 The limitations that have been identified for Terrestrial Air Quality are that there is limited or no availability of current monitored air quality data for the Study Area. Monitored data from Aberdeen City Centre was used as a conservative p...
	11.8.2 Impacts Scoped Out of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report
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