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Term

Definition

Applicant

Salamander Wind Project Company Limited (formerly called Simply Blue Energy
(Scotland) Limited), a joint venture between @rsted, Simply Blue Group and

Subsea?.

Cumulative effects

The combined effect of the Onshore Development in combination with the effects

from a number of different projects, on the same single receptor/resource.

Cumulative impact

Impacts that result from changes caused by other past, present, or reasonably

foreseeable actions together with the Onshore Development.

Design Envelope

A description of the range of possible elements that make up the Salamander
Project design options under consideration, as set out in detail in the project
description. This envelope presents a series of maximum parameters and is used
to define the Salamander Project for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

purposes when the exact engineering parameters are not yet known.

Effect

Term used to express the consequence of an impact. The significance of an effect
is determined by correlating the magnitude of the impact with the importance, or
sensitivity, of the receptor or resource in accordance with defined significance

criteria.

Energy Balancing Infrastructure (EBI)

Energy Balancing Infrastructure which will provide services to the electrical grid,
such as storing energy to meet periods of peak demand and improving overall
reliability, as well as additional services such as system monitoring and
computing. EBI will be housed within buildings and / or containers which will be

co-located with the Onshore Substation (OnSS).

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

A statutory process by which the likely significant effects of certain projects must
be assessed before a formal decision to proceed can be made. It involves the
collection and consideration of environmental information, which fulfils the
assessment requirements of the EIA Regulations, including the publication of an

Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR).

EIA Regulations

The regulations that apply to the Onshore Development are the Electricity Works
(EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and the Town and Country Planning (EIA)
(Scotland) Regulations 2017.

Environmental Impact Assessment Report

(EIAR)

A document reporting the findings of the EIA and produced in accordance with the

EIA Regulations.

ER.B.3.15 Land Use and Other Users
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Term Definition
Haul Road The track along the onshore ECC which the construction traffic would use to access
work fronts.
Impact An impact is considered to be the change to the baseline as a result of an activity

or event related to the Salamander Project. Impacts can be both adverse or

beneficial impacts on the environment and be either temporary or permanent.

Inter-related Effect (or Inter Relationships)

The likely effects of multiple impacts from the proposed development on one
receptor. For example, noise and air quality together could have a greater effect

on a residential receptor than each impact considered separately.

Landfall

The generic term applied to the entire landfall corridor between Mean Low Water
Spring (MLWS) tide and the Transition Joint Bay (TJB) inclusive of all construction
works, including the offshore ECC, and landfall compound, where the offshore

cables come ashore north of Peterhead.

Landfall Compound Area of Search

The area within which the landfall compound will be located. The Landfall
Compound Area of Search boundary has been defined for the purposes of
undertaking EIA, ensuring that the EIA is based on a realistic worst-case design

scenario to allow for further site optioneering to take place.

Onshore Development

The entire Onshore Development, including Construction Compounds at the
Landfall, temporary working areas, Onshore Export Cables, Transition Joint Bay,
Joint Bays, Onshore Substation and Energy Balancing Infrastructure, Construction
Compounds, any associated landscaping (if required) and access (and all other
associated infrastructure) across all Project phases of the Onshore Development

from construction to decommissioning, for which the Applicant is seeking consent.

Onshore Development Area

The total area within which the Onshore Development will be located.

Onshore Export Cables

The export cables which will bring electricity from landfall to the Onshore

Substation.

Onshore Export Cable Corridor

The area within which the Onshore Export Cables will be located, as well as
temporary Construction Compounds which includes cable trenches, haul road,

excavated material and storage areas.

Onshore Substation (OnSS)

The electrical components for transforming the power supplied from the
Salamander Project to 132 kilovolt (kV) and to adjust the power quality and power

factor, as required to meet the UK Grid Code for supply to the National Grid.

Receptor (onshore)

Any physical, biological, or anthropogenic element of the environment that may

be affected or impacted by the Salamander Project. Receptors can include natural

ER.B.3.15 Land Use and Other Users
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Term

Definition

features such as rivers, forests, and wildlife habitats as well as man-made features

like residential areas, schools, and cultural heritage sites.

Salamander Project

The proposed Salamander Offshore Wind Farm. The term covers all elements of

both the offshore and onshore aspects of the project.

Scoping

An early part of the EIA process by which the key potential significant impacts of

the Salamander Project are identified, and methodologies identified for how these

should be assessed. This process gives the relevant authorities and key consultees

opportunity to comment and define the scope and level of detail to be provided

as part of the EIAR — which can also then be tailored through the consultation

process.
Acronyms
Term Definition
BP British Petroleum
CEA Cumulative Effect Assessment
CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan
EBI Energy Balancing Infrastructure
ECC Export Cable Corridor
ECU Energy Consent Unit
EEA European Economic Area
EIA Environmental Impact Assessment
EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report
ERM Environmental Resources Management
HND Holistic Network Design
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Term Definition
HSE Health and Safety Executive
IEMA Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment
1Y Joint Venture
LCA Land Capability for Agriculture
LDP Local Development Plan
MD-LOT Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team
MHWS Mean High Water Springs
MLWS Mean Low Water Springs
MOD Ministry of Defence
MW Megawatts
NGL Natural Gas Liquid
NPF4 National Planning Framework 4
OnSS Onshore Substation
PAC Pre-Application Consultation
PAL Prime Agricultural Land
PV Photovoltaic
SBES Simply Blue Energy (Scotland) Limited
SEPA Scottish Environment Protection Agency
SWPC Salamander Wind Project Company Ltd. (formerly called SBES)
TJB Transition Joint Bay
Z0l Zone of Influence
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15
15.1

15.1.1.1

15.1.1.2

15.1.1.3

15.1.1.4

15.1.1.5

15.2

15.2.1.1

15.2.1.2

Land Use and Other Users
Introduction

The Applicant, Salamander Wind Project Company Ltd. (SWPC), a joint venture (JV) partnership between
@rsted, Simply Blue Group and Subsea7, is proposing the development of the Salamander Offshore Wind
Farm (hereafter ‘Salamander Project’). The Salamander Project will consist of the installation of a floating
offshore wind farm (up to 100 megawatts (MW) capacity) approximately 35 kilometres (km) east of
Peterhead. It will consist of both offshore and onshore infrastructure, including an offshore generating
station (wind farm), export cables to landfall, energy balancing infrastructure (EBI) and connection to
the electricity transmission network (please see Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 4: Project Description for details
on the Salamander Project Design).

This chapter of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) presents the results of the EIA of
potential effects of the Salamander Project on Land Use and Other Users. Specifically, this chapter
considers the potential impact of the Salamander Project landwards of Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS)
during the Construction, Operation and Maintenance and Decommissioning of the Onshore Development.

The chapter provides an overview of the existing environment for the proposed Onshore Development
Area, followed by an assessment of significance of effect on Land Use and Other Users receptors, as well
as an assessment of potential cumulative effects with other relevant projects and effects arising from
interactions on receptors across topics.

This chapter should be read alongside and in consideration of the following:
® Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 7: Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology;
® Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 9: Terrestrial Ecology and Nature Conservation;
® Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 11: Terrestrial Air Quality;
® Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 12: Landscape and Visual Amenity;
® Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 13: Traffic and Transport;
® Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 16: Socio-economics, Tourism and Recreation; and
® Volume ER.B.4, Annex 4.1: Forestry Appraisal.

This chapter has been authored by ERM. Further competency details of the authors of this chapter are
outlined in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 1.1: Details of the Project Team.

Purpose

The primary purpose of this EIAR is for the application for the Onshore Development of the Salamander
Project satisfying the requirements of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
(Scotland) Regulations 2017 and The Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland)
Regulations 2017. This EIAR chapter describes the potential environmental impacts from the Onshore
Development and assesses the significance of their effect.

The EIAR has been finalised following the completion of the pre-application consultation Volume
RP.B.3 Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report and the Salamander EIA Scoping Report, (SBES,
2023) and takes account of the relevant advice set out within the Scoping Opinions from MD-LOT
(Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team, 2023) and Aberdeenshire Council (Aberdeenshire
Council, 2023) relevant to the Onshore Development.

ER.B.3.15 Land Use and Other Users
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15.2.1.3  This EIAR chapter:

® Qutlines the existing environmental baseline determined from assessment of publicly available
data, project-specific survey data and stakeholder consultation;

® Presents the potential environmental impacts and resulting effects arising from the Salamander
Project on Land Use and Other Users receptors;

® |dentifies mitigation measures designed to prevent, reduce, or offset adverse effects and
enhance beneficial effects on the environment; and

® |dentifies any uncertainties or limitations in the methods used and conclusions drawn from the
compiled environmental information.

15.3 Planning and Policy Context

15.3.1.1  The preparation of the Land Use and Other Users chapter has been informed by the following policy,
legislation, and guidance outlined in Table 15-1.

Table 15-1 Relevant policy, legislation, and guidance relevant to the Land Use and Other Users assessment

Relevant policy, legislation, and guidance

Policy

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) (Scottish Government, 2023)

Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan (Aberdeenshire Council, 2023)

Guidance

A New Perspective on Land and Soil in Environmental Impact Assessment (Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA),
2022)

A future strategy for Scottish agriculture: final report (Scottish Government, 2018)

Land use — getting the best from our land: strategy 2021 to 2026 (Scottish Government, 2021)

Planning Advice: Aberdeenshire Forestry and Woodland Strategy (Aberdeenshire Council, 2023)

The James Hutton Institute: Land Capability for Agriculture in Scotland (Macaulay System)

The Scottish Government’s Policy on Control of Woodland Removal (Forestry Commission Scotland, 2009)

The Scottish Government’s Policy on Control of Woodland Removal: Implementation Guidance (Scottish Forestry, 2019)

The Scottish Soil Framework (Scottish Government, 2009)

15.3.1.2  Further details on the requirements for EIA are presented in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 2: Legislative Context
and Regulatory Requirements.

ER.B.3.15 Land Use and Other Users
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15.4 Consultation

15.4.1.1  Consultation is a key part of the application process. It has played an important part in ensuring that the
baseline characterisation and impact assessment is appropriate to the scale of development as well as
meeting the requirements of the regulators and their advisors.

15.4.1.2  An overview of the Salamander Project consultation process is outlined in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 5:
Stakeholder Consultation. Consultation regarding Land Use and Other Users has been conducted through
the EIA scoping process.

15.4.1.3  The issues raised during consultation specific to Land Use and Other Users are outlined in Table 15-2,
including consideration of where the issues have been addressed within the EIAR.

ER.B.3.15 Land Use and Other Users
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Consultee

Date and Forum

Comment

Where it is addressed within this EIAR

MD-LOT

21 June 2023; MD-LOT
Scoping Opinion

The Scottish Ministers are content with the study area defined at Figure 12-8 of
the Scoping Report noting the number of core paths and rights of way within the
study area that have been identified. This is a view supported by the

Aberdeenshire Council Environment Team.

Agreed and noted. An assessment of effects to core paths and
rights of way are included in Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 16: Socio-

economics, Tourism and Recreation.

With regard to the potential impacts on land use and other users during the
different phases of the Proposed Development to be scoped in and out of the EIA
Report, the Scottish Ministers are content with that which has been identified
within Table 12-26 of the Scoping Report. The Scottish Ministers draw the
developer’s attention to the representations from Green Volt Offshore Wind

Farm and HSE which must be fully considered within the EIA Report.

Agreed and noted. Section 15.7.1 outlines where the scope of land

use and other users has been addressed within the EIAR.

Aberdeenshire Council

26 April 2023;
Aberdeenshire Council

Scoping Opinion

Access / Recreation

There are a number of core paths and rights of way within the search area,
including the coastal path, however this has been acknowledged within the
scoping report and will be considered within the EIA. The production of an access

plan has been included within the proposed embedded mitigation measures.

An assessment of effects to core paths and rights of way are
included in Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 16: Socio-economics, Tourism

and Recreation.

Ministry of Defence

(MOD)

21 June 2023;
Comments on EIA

Scoping Report

The landfall and onshore elements of the proposal, described in Section 4.6.5
and 4.6.6 of the scoping report, identifies landfall at north of Peterhead. As the
proposal matures MOD would hope to be consulted in order that any impact on

MOD assets can be identified

A meeting was held with MOD on the 5 December 2023 to provide
an update on the Onshore Development, applications, and
approach to consenting. The MOD had no comment on this, no

issues were raised.

Volt
Offshore Wind Farm

Green Floating

Onshore Aspects

Noted. Green Volt Floating Offshore Windfarm (onshore works) has

been considered as part of Section 15.13.

ER.B.3.15 Land Use and Other Users
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Consultee Date and Forum

Comment

Where it is addressed within this EIAR

21 June
Comments on

Scoping Report

2023;
EIA

We note that the Salamander Offshore Wind Farm proposed landfall at
Scotstown Beach between Lunderton and Kirkton has a potential for interactions
with the primary landfall option for Green Volt (St Fergus South) and the onshore

export cable route towards New Deer.

Green Volt has been offered a grid connection at New Deer, subject to
assessment by NGESO through the Holistic Network Design (HND) process. The
scoping report for the onshore elements of the Green Volt Offshore Windfarm
has been submitted to Aberdeenshire Council and is available on the Green Volt
website, with submission of the onshore application and Onshore EIA Report for
Green Volt planned for early summer 2023 (post scoping this has now been

submitted).

Noted. Green Volt Floating Offshore Windfarm (onshore works) has

been considered as part of Section 15.13.

We understand that the proposed Salamander Offshore Wind Farm has
identified an onshore scoping area for the location of both the Onshore
Substation and Onshore Export Cable Corridor, but the site selection process is
ongoing and further refinements will occur. It is noted that the connection
between the onshore substation and the grid will be undertaken by the network

operator and will not form part of the EIA Report.

Further information on the site selection process is outlined in
Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 3: Site Selection and Consideration of

Alternatives.

Given the potential for both the Salamander and Green Volt projects to have
onshore works in the St Fergus South/Scotstown Beach area, we would

anticipate that the onshore EIA would consider the following:

¢ Direct impacts on the onshore elements of the Green Volt Project, including
landfall works, such as the Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) compound, and

the onshore export cable route to New Deer.

Noted. It is not certain that the Green Volt Floating Offshore
Windfarm (onshore works) will be constructed and operational
prior to the Onshore Development as both projects may be under
construction in Q1 — Q3 2027. Green Volt Floating Offshore
Windfarm (onshore works) has therefore been considered as part

of the Cumulative Effects Assessment in Section 15.13.

ER.B.3.15 Land Use and Other Users
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Consultee Date and Forum Comment Where it is addressed within this EIAR
We would welcome ongoing engagement with the Salamander team throughout | Noted
the EIA process, and particularly on the outcomes of any cumulative impact
assessment undertaken by them. The Green Volt team can be contacted at
hello@greenvoltoffshorewind.com
Health and Safety | 21 June 2023; | The development is not located within HSE’s land-use-planning consultation | This information is noted.

Executive (HSE)

Comments on

Scoping Report

EIA

zones for hazardous substances consented sites.

The proposed development is located within HSE’s land-use-planning
consultation zones for two major accident hazard pipelines: the BP St Fergus to
Cruden Bay NGL pipeline (HSE ref 6893), and the St Fergus to Peterhead power

station pipeline (HSE ref 7098).

There is potential to initiate a major accident at the major accident hazard
pipelines, for example during the development construction phase and
potentially the operational phase, because the development area intersects the
route of the major accident hazard pipelines. HSE suggests that the EIA should
show that the operator of the two pipelines, BP Exploration Operating Co Ltd,
has been consulted regarding the following issues or that these issues have been

considered in the assessment:

¢ the development restricted area due to the pipeline

e ensuring the integrity of the pipeline and protecting the pipeline from

development and operational works.

Since publication of the Salamander EIA Scoping Report (SBES,
2023) the Onshore Development Area has been refined and
reduced as the design has developed. Details of site selection are
described in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 3: Site Selection and

Consideration of Alternatives.

As a result of design refinement since EIA scoping, the BP St Fergus
to Cruden Bay NGL pipeline (HSE ref 6893), and the St Fergus to
Peterhead power station pipeline (HSE ref 7098) now fall >367 m
outside of the Onshore Development Area. As both pipelines fall
outside of the Onshore Development Area, they are outside of the
Study Area and therefore not considered further in the Land Use
and Other Users assessment. This infrastructure is considered in

Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 18: Major Accidents and Disasters.

ER.B.3.15 Land Use and Other Users
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Consultee Date and Forum

Comment

Where it is addressed within this EIAR

Aberdeenshire Council 11 July 2024;

application Advice

Pre-

Core Paths and Rights of Way

Environment Team — Natural Heritage

In terms of the impact of the proposal on core paths/rights of way and general
access rights under Land Reform, this is also a matter that was identified at EIA

scoping stage and will be considered within the EIA.

An assessment of effects to core paths and rights of way are
included in Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 16: Socio-economics, Tourism

and Recreation.

ER.B.3.15 Land Use and Other Users
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15.5 Study Area

15.5.1.1  The Land Use and Other Users Study Area has been defined on the basis of the Onshore Development Area
boundary as this is where land use and other users would be impacted by the proposed activities and
operations. The Study Area for Land Use and Other Users is shown in Figure 15-1.

ER.B.3.15 Land Use and Other Users Page 8/34
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15.6 Methodology to Inform Baseline

15.6.1  Site Specific Surveys

15.6.1.1  No site-specific surveys were undertaken for Land Use and Other Users; it is an entirely desk-based

assessment.

15.6.2 Data Sources

15.6.2.1  The data sources that have been used to inform this Land Use and Other Users chapter of the EIA Report

are presented in Table 15-3.

Table 15-3 Summary of key publicly available datasets for Land Use and Other Users

Source

Year Spatial Coverage Summary

Google Maps / Earth

2023 Onshore Development Area Identification of land uses within the onshore

development area

Scottish Government - National scale | 1983 Scotland Data on agricultural land use classifications
land capability for agriculture (LCA) present in Study Area
Scottish  Government - Scotland’s | 2021 Scotland Data on location of land uses and constraints

Environment web

mapping

and interactive

15.7 Baseline Environment

15.7.1  Existing Baseline

15.7.1.1  The information presented in this section has drawn on the findings obtained during the desk-based data

collection exercise. A baseline description has been produced using the following land use classifications:

Agricultural Land: identifies the agricultural land cover and, where applicable, describes the crop
being grown. This baseline also includes details of the Land Capability for Agriculture (LCA). The
LCA provides a description of the grades of land found within the Onshore Development Area, in
the context of its versatility and suitability for growing crops; and

Infrastructure: Identifies existing infrastructure users within the Onshore Development Area
such as transport, utilities, and energy. However, the St Fergus Gas Terminal is located
approximately 2 km north of the Onshore Development Area, the BP St Fergus to Cruden Bay
NGL pipeline (HSE ref 6893) and the St Fergus to Peterhead power station pipeline (HSE ref 7908)
are located approximately 367 m north of the Onshore Development Area. Therefore,
infrastructure is not considered further in this assessment.

15.7.1.2  Following submission of the Scoping Report (SBES, 2023), the following land use classifications have since

been considered in other chapters of the EIAR and therefore not considered further within this chapter:

Soils: identifies the soil found within the Onshore Development Area including texture, type and
geology which is assessed in Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 7: Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology;

Trees and Woodlands: identifies native trees and woodlands found within the Onshore
Development Area which is assessed in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 4.1: Forestry Appraisal and
Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 9: Terrestrial Ecology and Nature Conservation. The Forestry Appraisal

ER.B.3.15 Land Use and Other Users
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evaluates the potential effects of the Onshore Development through the felling, replanting and
maintenance of successor tree crops. The changes to the forest structure are also described as
well as any forestry waste generated;

® Tourism, Recreation and Residential: high level land use related to tourism, and recreational
receptors within the Onshore Development Area are assessed in Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 16:
Socio-economics, Tourism and Recreation. Land use related to residential receptors are outside
of the Onshore Development Area and are assessed in Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 11: Terrestrial
Air Quality, Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 12: Landscape and Visual Amenity, Volume ER.B.3, Chapter
13: Traffic and Transport and Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 14: Onshore Noise and Vibration.

Agricultural Land

15.7.1.3  Agriculture in Aberdeenshire is predominately arable (including arable crops, permanent grassland and
temporary grass) and has a higher proportion of arable land compared to Scotland as a whole. According
to the North-East Scotland Agricultural Advisory Group, arable land accounts for around 50% of
Aberdeenshire’s total agricultural land (NE Scotland Agriculture Advisory Group, 2016). Aberdeenshire
farmland can be classified as a mix of rough grazing, crop land and improved grass.

15.7.1.4  Agriculture in Aberdeenshire was worth £395 million in crops and livestock output in 2014 with the largest
contributor being beef (38.5%), followed by cereals (17.4%) and sheep (7.9%). It was also noted that
intensive livestock enterprises (eggs, broilers, diary, and pigs) were controlled by a few producers that
accounted for around a fifth of output.

15.7.1.5  Agricultural census data has been provided in the context of the Grampian region (Aberdeen,
Aberdeenshire, and Moray), due to the limited agricultural statistics for Aberdeenshire (Scottish
Government, 2023). The total agricultural workforce in Grampian was around 10,810, of which 6,548 were
occupiers and 4,262 were employees, respectively. Grass and rough grazing accounts for 60% of the
agricultural land in Grampian; followed by crops farming (28%) which is dominated by barley. Grampian’s
farmland accounts for 11% of the agricultural land in Scotland — which is the second highest sub-region
after the Highlands.

15.7.1.6  LCA s a standardised system used to rank land based on its potential productivity and cropping flexibility.
The Land Capability for Agriculture in Scotland (Macaulay System) was developed in the late 1970s by the
Macaulay Land Use Research Institute, Aberdeen (now known as the James Hutton Institute). LCA is applied
through a series of guidelines to ensure a high degree of classification consistency between users. The LCA
system uses soil characteristics, climate, and relief to classify agricultural land between one and seven.
Class 1 represents land capable of producing a very wide range of crops with the highest potential crop
flexibility, to Class 4 that represents a land capable of producing a narrow range of crops (i.e. Classes 1 to
4 are suitable for arable use), down to Class 7 that represents land of very limited agricultural use. Classes
1 to 3.1 are known as Prime Agricultural Land (PAL). The LCA classifications are described in Table 15-4
below.

Table 15-4 Land Capability Classification for Agriculture for the Onshore Development Area

Agriculture Capability Classification Number | Definition

Arable Agriculture: Prime Land 1-3.1 Land capable of producing a wide range of crops. Highly flexible with a
favourable climate. Suitable for other uses such as woodland and biofuel

crops.

ER.B.3.15 Land Use and Other Users Page 11/34
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Agriculture Capability

Classification Number

Definition

Mixed Agriculture: Non-Prime 3.2-4.2 Land capable of growing a moderate range of crops such a forage crops,
cereals and grass. Drainage limitations may exist and a less favourable climate
than prime land.

Improved Grassland: Non-Prime 5.1-5.3 Land with potential for use as grassland. Various limitations exist such as slope,
climate, and wetness.

Rough Grazing: Non-Prime 6.1-7 Land with severe limitations for use in agriculture such as poor drainage,

steepness, shallow and acidic soils. Land may still have high value for

supporting rare species or carbon storage.

15.7.1.7  The Onshore Development Area is rural in character with a mix of agriculture and sand dunes including
arable and pastoral fields. Within the Onshore Development Area, the LCA system has identified

agricultural land with the following classifications:

Class 3.2 - Land capable of average production though high yields of barley, oats and grass can
be obtained. Grass leys are common;

Class 4.1 - Land capable of producing a narrow range of crops, primarily grassland with short
arable breaks of forage crops and cereal;

Class 4.2 - land capable of producing a narrow range of crops, primarily on grassland with short

arable breaks of forage crops; and

Class 6.2 - Land capable of use as rough grazing with moderate quality plants.

15.7.1.8  Therefore, there are no designated areas of agricultural land use or PAL within the Onshore Development

Area. The LCA classifications present in the Study Area are shown in Figure 15-2 and the total area provided
in Table 15-5.

Table 15-5 Area of the Land Capability for Agriculture classifications within the Onshore Development Area

LCA Classification Area within the Onshore Development Area (ha)
3.2 5.26

4.1 15.15

4.2 2.93

6.2 41.07

ER.B.3.15 Land Use and Other Users
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15.7.2 Future Baseline

15.7.2.1  This section has been informed by Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 17: Climate Change and Carbon. This section
provides a qualitative description of the evolution of the baseline environment, on the assumption that
the Salamander Project is not constructed, using available information and specialist technical knowledge
of land use and agriculture.

15.7.2.2  The baseline conditions presented within this EIAR chapter will be subject to change over the duration of
the Salamander Project’s operational lifetime (35 years). In the long term, land use and cover are
continually evolving and being modified given their close interlink with natural processes and are further
driven through climate forcing and change. However, over the 35-year Salamander Project duration under
consideration, it is anthropogenic drivers that are more likely to drive macro-scale land use change (i.e.
through population growth or changes in distribution, changes to land use management and development
practices, and responding to economics — especially those pertaining to agriculture).

15.7.2.3  An increase in population, increasing urbanisation and improvement in living standards, may increase
pressure for more productive agriculture and could lead to the loss of grassland areas and a continued
increase in the use of industrial fertiliser and other agri-chemicals to ensure continued high crop yields.
Such changes in land cover and associated agricultural practice may modify and alter natural ecosystem
functions and processes, including the underground water table, associated water quality, as well as the
area, distribution and quality of dependent wildlife habitats and their biodiversity.

15.7.2.4  Further to this, agricultural patterns are linked to agricultural policy and available subsidy/farm payment
structures. Future changes to UK agricultural policy outside the EU are still being established through the
UK Government’s ‘Environmental Land Management’ schemes. These new schemes are likely to influence
agricultural practices in the area in future years.

15.7.3  Summary of Baseline Environment

15.7.3.1  The LCA within the Onshore Development Area ranges from 3.2 to 6.2 and therefore there is no PAL within
the Onshore Development Area.

15.8 Limitations and Assumptions
15.8.1.1  The following limitation and assumption has been identified for the Land Use and Other Users chapter:

® Key agricultural datasets were only available for wider regions in Scotland rather than local
council areas. As such, data for was available for the Grampian region rather than Aberdeenshire.
Hence, key agricultural statistics were taken from Aberdeenshire Council related documents that
are older than five years.

15.8.2  Impacts Scoped out of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report

15.8.2.1 The Land Use and Other Users assessment covers all potential impacts identified during scoping, as well as
any further potential impacts that have been highlighted as the EIA has progressed as outlined in Section
15.11.

15.8.2.2  However, following consideration of the baseline environment, the project description outlined in Volume
ER.B.2, Chapter 4: Project Description and in line with the Scoping Opinion a number of impacts are not
considered in detail within this EIAR, as illustrated in Table 15-6.
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Table 15-6 Impacts scoped out of the Land Use and Other Users assessment

Potential Impact Project Aspect Project Phase Justification

Interference with | OnSS, EBI, Onshore | Operation and | The potential impacts of the Salamander Project on
recreation / tourism | ECC, Landfall Maintenance recreation, tourism and/or residential receptors is
and/or residential included in Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 16: Socio-
receptors. economics, Tourism and Recreation.

Temporary / long term | OnSS, EBI, Onshore | Operation and | It is considered that activities associated with the
impacts on third-party | ECC, Landfall Maintenance, operation and maintenance of the Salamander Project
infrastructure, will be minor and short-term, with no potential for
including utilities. impacts to third-party infrastructure.

15.8.2.3  Since publication of the Salamander EIA Scoping Report (SBES, 2023) the Onshore Development Area
has been refined and reduced as the design has developed. Details of site selection are described in Volume
ER.B.2, Chapter 3: Site Selection and Consideration of Alternatives.

15.8.2.4  As aresult of design refinement since EIA scoping, activities during the Construction and Decommissioning
phases of the Salamander Project will have no potential for temporary / long term impacts on third-party
infrastructure, including utilities as none are present within the Onshore Development Area. Therefore,
these impacts have not been considered further in this assessment.

15.8.3 Embedded Mitigation
15.8.3.1 The embedded mitigation relevant to the Land Use and Other Users assessment is presented in Table 15-7.

Table 15-7 Embedded Mitigation for the Land Use and Other Users assessment

Potential Impact and Effect Mitigation ID Mitigation Project Aspect Project Phase
Primary

Permanent loss of | Co74 The Salamander Project has committed that | OnSS, EBI, | Construction,
agricultural land, trees, and land take will be proportionate to that required | Onshore ECC, | Operation and
woodland for the safe construction and operation of the | Landfall Maintenance

Salamander Project.
Changes in  agricultural

activity and type of land use Co84 Commitment to not disturb any more land than | OnSS, EBI, | Construction
is reasonably required to facilitate construction. | Onshore ECC,

Landfall
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Potential Impact and Effect Mitigation ID Mitigation Project Aspect Project Phase
Tertiary
Temporary or permanent loss | Co60 An  Onshore Construction Environmental | OnSS, EBI, | Construction
of agricultural land, trees, Management Plan (CEMP) will be developed | Onshore ECC,
and woodland. and will include details of: Landfall

- Soil Management Plan

- Lighting Management Plan

- Construction Noise and  Vibration

Management Plan

- Pollution Prevention Plan

- Air Quality Management Plan (With Dust

Management Plan)

- Waste Management Plan

- Drainage Strategy

- Wet Weather Protocol

- Biosecurity Plan

- Onshore Species and Habitat Protection Plan

(SHPP)
Temporary loss of | Co64 Following construction, temporary construction | Onshore ECC, | Construction
agricultural land areas not required for the operational phase | Landfall and

(including for landscape, forestry and/or Decommissioning
Changes in  agricultural biodiversity measures) will be reinstated where
activity and type of land use practicable in consultation with land-owners.
Temporary or permanentloss | Co79 An Onshore Decommissioning Plan will be | OnSS, EBI, | Decommissioning
of agricultural land, trees, developed and adhered to for the | Onshore ECC,
and woodland. decommissioning phase of the Salamander | Landfall

Project, however the plan will be further
developed and updated to reflect best practice

at the time of decommissioning.
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15.9

159.1.1

15.9.1.2

15.9.1.3

Project Design Envelope Parameters

Given that the realistic worst-case scenario is based on the design option (or combination of options) that
represents the greatest potential for change, as set out in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 4: Project Description,
a confidence can be taken that development of any alternative options within the Project Design Envelope
parameters will give rise to no effects greater or worse than those assessed in this impact assessment.

As the exact route for the offshore export cables to come ashore is currently unknown the location for the
Landfall Compound cannot yet be defined, and consequently it is possible this compound may be in the far
north of the Landfall Compound Area of Search. In this scenario, the onshore export cables will be installed
using open cut trenching between the Landfall Compound and the OnSS and EBI compounds, within an
approximately 1.5 km x 50 m export cable corridor and therefore a greater area of agricultural land will
be affected. There would also be a crossing of the Cuttie Burn required in this scenario. However, if
the Landfall Compound was located closer to the OnSS and EBI compounds, south of the Cuttie Burn,
there would be no need for a river crossing and the length of the Onshore ECC would be significantly
reduced, if required at all. The realistic worst-case scenario may depend on the potential impact being
assessed and this will be determined as part of the overall impact assessment exercise.

The Salamander Project Design Envelope parameters relevant to the Land Use and Other Users assessment
are outlined in Table 15-8.

Table 15-8 Project Design Envelope parameters for Land Use and Other Users

Potential Impact and Effect Project Design Envelope parameters

Construction / Decommissioning

Temporary and permanent loss of | Installation of the Onshore ECC:

agricultural land

Changes in agricultural activity and

. <1.5 km Length

type of land use . 50 m wide Construction Corridor (50 m working cable corridor containing 6 m wide

haul road)

. Temporary haul road < 1.5 km Length x < 6 m Width

Installation of the access road c. 1.1 km

. Width of Construction Corridor < 15 m

. Width of Permanent Access Road <7 m

. Number of Drainage Trenches < 2

. Drainage Trench Width <0.5 m

. Drainage Trench Depth<1.2 m

. Drainage Pipe Diameter <250 mm
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Potential Impact and Effect Project Design Envelope parameters

Construction of temporary Landfall Compound (up to 15,000 m?) on the onshore side of the

intertidal area, including < 2 TJBs (< 25 x 10 m).

Installation of Temporary Compounds < 15,000 m?

Total installed footprint of the OnSS up to 5,000 m?, with the EBI being up to 25,000 m2.

Operation and Maintenance

Permanent loss of agricultural land Total installed footprint of the OnSS up to 5,000 m?, with the EBI being up to 25,000 m2.

Changes in agricultural activity and | Tree planting in the Temporary Storage Compound area

type of land use
Permanent access road (€7 m x< 1.1 km)

Decommissioning

At this stage, the realistic worst-case design envelope during decommissioning is considered similar to the worst-case design envelope
during construction and it is assumed that the realistic worst-case scenario will involve full removal of infrastructure placed during the
construction phase. The onshore export cables will be pulled out of the cable ducts and taken away for deconstruction, while the ducts,
jointing pits and link boxes will be removed only if it is feasible with minimal environmental disturbance or if their removal is required to

return the land to its current use.

15.10 Assessment Methodology

15.10.1.1 Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 6: EIA Methodology sets out the general approach to the assessment of potential
significant effects that may arise from the Salamander Project.

15.10.1.2 Whilst Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 6: EIA Methodology provides a general framework for identifying impacts
and assessing the significance of their effects, in practice the approaches and criteria applied across
different topics vary.

15.10.1.3 The methodology for assessing effects on Land Use and Other Users has been developed based on
professional judgement, which has been informed by EIA best practice and relevant legislation and policy
including ‘A New Perspective on Land and Soil in Environmental Impact Assessment (IEMA, 2023)’.

15.10.1.4 The proposed approach to the Land Use and Other Users assessment that has been addressed in the EIA is
outlined below.

15.10.2 Sensitivity of Receptors

15.10.2.1 Sensitivity criteria for Land use and Other Users are defined in Table 15-9. The sensitivity of receptors is
determined by taking into consideration the adaptability and value of the receptor.
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Table 15-9 Sensitivity of receptors

Definition

Sensitivity of Receptor

Medium LCA Grade 3.2

Low LCA Grades 4.1to 7

Negligible As for low sensitivity, but with only indirect, tenuous, and unproven links between sources of impact and
soil functions.

15.10.3 Magnitude of Impact

15.10.3.1 The magnitude of impacts is determined by the extent of the change and the scale of the impact. A level
of impact magnitude (see Table 15-10) will be assigned taking into consideration the following:

® Extent of change — taking account of the number of people affected and the size of the area
impacted; and

® Scale of the impact — whether permanent during operation or temporary/short-term during
construction.

Table 15-10 Magnitude of Impact

Magnitude Agricultural Receptors

Permanent, irreversible loss of one or more soil functions or soil volumes (including permanent sealing

or land quality downgrading), over an area of more than 20ha or loss of soil-related features

Medium Permanent, irreversible loss of one or more soil functions or soil volumes, over an area of between 5

and 20ha or loss of soil-related features.

Low Permanent, irreversible loss over less than Sha or a temporary, reversible loss of one or more soil

functions or soil volumes), or temporary, reversible loss of soil-related features.

Negligible No discernible loss or reduction or improvement of soil functions or soil volumes that restrict current

or proposed land use.

No change No loss or alteration of characteristics, features or elements; no observable impact in either direction.
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15.10.4

15.10.4.1

Significance of Effect

The sensitivity of receptor and the magnitude of impact will be used as a guide, in addition to professional
judgement, to predict the significance of the likely effects. Table 15-11 summarises guideline criteria for
assessing the significance of effects.

Table 15-11 Significance of Effect Matrix

Significance of effect Receptor Sensitivity
Negligible Low Medium High Very High
Magnitude of No change None None None None None
Impact
Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible Minor
Low Negligible Negligible Minor Minor Moderate
Medium Negligible Minor Moderate Moderate -
High Negligible Minor Moderate _
15.10.4.2 For the purposes of this assessment, any effect that is of major or moderate significance is considered to
be significant in EIA terms, whether this be adverse or beneficial. Any effect that has a significance of minor
or negligible is not significant.
15.11 Impact Assessment
15.11.1.1 The assessment in this section has been undertaken in respect of the whole Onshore Development, taking
account of the relevant Project Design Envelope parameters detailed in Table 15-8.
15.11.2 Construction
15.11.2.1 Under the Construction phase, the following potential impacts have been assessed:
® Temporary and permanent loss of agricultural land; and
® Changes in agricultural activity and type of land use
Temporary Loss of Agricultural Land
15.11.2.2 The agriculture baseline conditions highlight LCA Classification 3.2 agricultural land use throughout the
Onshore Development Area. In line with latest industry guidance (IEMA, 2022) the sensitivity of LCA
Classification 3.2 is Medium.
15.11.2.3 The agriculture baseline conditions highlight LCA Classification 4.1 agricultural land use throughout the
Onshore Development Area. In line with latest industry guidance (IEMA, 2022) the sensitivity of LCA
Classification 4.1 is Low.
15.11.2.4 The agriculture baseline conditions highlight LCA Classification 4.2 agricultural land use throughout the

Onshore Development Area. In line with latest industry guidance (IEMA, 2022) the sensitivity of LCA
Classification 4.2 is Low.
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15.11.2.5 The agriculture baseline conditions highlight LCA Classification 6.2 agricultural land use throughout the
Onshore Development Area. In line with latest industry guidance (IEMA, 2022) the sensitivity of LCA
Classification 6.2 is Low.

15.11.2.6 Temporary impacts on agricultural land will result from the temporary land take associated with
construction of the Onshore Development. This will include disturbance associated with the construction
of temporary access roads/haul roads, temporary logistical compound areas, temporary storage areas and
temporary disturbance associated with the construction of permanent infrastructure with the parameters
described in Table 15-8.

15.11.2.7 The total temporary area lost for the different LCA classifications within the Onshore Development Area
has been outlined in Table 15-12.

Table 15-12 Total Area Impacted of each Land Capability for Agriculture Classification within the Onshore Development
Area for Onshore Infrastructure (realistic worst-case scenario)

LCA Area (Hectare) impacted by Onshore Development

Classification

Temporary Loss of Agricultural Land (Hectare)

Temporary Storage Temporary Haul Landfall OnSS and EBI | Permanent Onshore Total
Compound Roads Compound Access Road | ECC
from A90
3.2 N/A N/A 0.11 N/A 0.11
4.1 0.44 1.48 0.15 2.80 4.87
4.2 N/A N/A 0.15 N/A 0.15
6.2 0.33 0.02 N/A 3.55 3.9

Permanent Loss of Agricultural Land (Hectare)

3.2 0.36 N/A 0.08 0.44
4.1 1.14 3 0.11 4.25
4.2 N/A N/A 0.11 0.11
6.2 N/A N/A N/A N/A

15.11.2.8 The assessment of temporary loss of agricultural land during construction takes into account both the land
required for temporary infrastructure as well as temporary disturbance associated with the construction
of permanent infrastructure.

15.11.2.9 Less than 5 ha of LCA Classification 3.2 will be temporarily disturbed during the Construction phase, which
would be reinstated where practicable in consultation with land-owners. As a result, the Onshore
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Development will have a Low magnitude of impact. This, along with a Medium sensitivity of LCA
Classification 3.2 agricultural land in the Onshore Development Area, will result in a Minor effect on LCA
Classification 3.2 agricultural land during the Construction phase, which is Not Significant in EIA terms.

15.11.2.10 Greater than 5 ha of LCA Classification 4.1 will be temporarily disturbed during the Construction phase,
which would be reinstated where practicable in consultation with land-owners. As a result, the Onshore
Development will have a Medium magnitude of impact. This, along with a Low sensitivity of LCA
Classification 4.1 agricultural land in the Onshore Development Area, will result in a Minor effect on LCA
Classification 4.1 agricultural land during the Construction phase, which is Not Significant in EIA terms.

15.11.2.11 Less than 5 ha of LCA Classification 4.2 will be temporarily disturbed during the Construction phase, which
would be reinstated where practicable in consultation with land-owners. As a result, the Onshore
Development will have a Low magnitude of impact. This, along with a Low sensitivity of LCA Classification
4.2 agricultural land in the Onshore Development Area, will result in a Negligible effect on LCA Classification
4.2 agricultural land during the Construction phase, which is Not Significant in EIA terms.

15.11.2.12 Less than 5 ha of LCA Classification 6.2 will be temporarily disturbed during the Construction phase, which
would be reinstated where practicable in consultation with land-owners. As a result, the Onshore
Development will have a Low magnitude of impact. This, along with a Low sensitivity of LCA Classification
6.2 agricultural land in the Onshore Development Area, will result in a Negligible effect on LCA Classification
6.2 agricultural land during the Construction phase, which is Not Significant in EIA terms.

Permanent Loss of Agricultural Land

15.11.2.13 The permanent loss of agricultural land occurs during the Construction phase of the Onshore Development
(when permanent infrastructure is installed). This will include disturbance associated with the construction
of permanent infrastructure (which includes tree planting in the temporary storage compound area) with
the parameters described in Table 15-8.

15.11.2.14 The total permanent area lost for the different LCA classifications within the Onshore Development Area
has been outlined in Table 15-12.

15.11.2.15 Less than 5 ha of LCA Classification 3.2 will be permanently disturbed during the Construction phase. As a
result, the Onshore Development will have a Low magnitude of impact. This, along with a Medium
sensitivity of LCA Classification 3.2 agricultural land in the Onshore Development Area, will result in a Minor
effect on LCA Classification 3.2 agricultural land during the Construction phase, which is Not Significant in
EIA terms.

15.11.2.16 Less than 5 ha of LCA Classification 4.1 will be permanently disturbed during the Construction phase. As a
result, the Onshore Development will have a Low magnitude of impact. This, along with a Low sensitivity
of LCA Classification 4.1 agricultural land in the Onshore Development Area, will result in a Negligible effect
on LCA Classification 4.1 agricultural land during the Construction phase, which is Not Significant in EIA
terms.

15.11.2.17 Less than 5ha of LCA Classification 4.2 will be permanently disturbed during the Construction phase. As a
result, the Onshore Development will have a Low magnitude of impact. This, along with a Low sensitivity
of LCA Classification 4.2 agricultural land in the Onshore Development Area, will result in a Negligible effect
on LCA Classification 4.2 agricultural land during the Construction phase, which is Not Significant in EIA
terms.

15.11.2.18 No LCA Classification 6.2 will be permanently disturbed during the Construction phase. As a result, the
Onshore Development will have No Change for magnitude of impact. This, along with a Low sensitivity of
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LCA Classification 6.2 agricultural land in the Onshore Development Area, will result in a No effect on LCA
Classification 6.2 agricultural land during the Construction phase, which is Not Significant in EIA terms.

15.11.2.19 Further additional tree planting outside the areas listed in Table 15-12 will be required as part of the
Onshore Development which will be confirmed as part of detailed design. However, this will not lead to a
significant effect in EIA terms as the magnitude of change would be no greater than Medium.

Changes in Agricultural Activity and Type of Land use

15.11.2.20 It is expected that during the Construction phase there will be restrictions on farming within the Onshore
Development Area. Restricted access to the agricultural land within the Onshore Development Area could

impact associated users due to:
® Field boundaries removed or altered;
® Severance of fields;
® Removal of vegetation and crops; and
® Alteration to land access.

15.11.2.21 Disturbance from construction activities and the presence of the construction compounds and associated
access will be temporary. These will be sited completely within the Onshore Development Area to allow
agricultural practices to continue as far as possible.

15.11.2.22 Disturbance to agricultural operations will therefore be temporary during the Construction phase and
localised to within the Onshore Development Area. Disturbances to agricultural practices are expected to
be Negligible magnitude of impact. This, along with a Medium sensitivity of agricultural land in the Onshore
Development Area, will result in a Negligible effect on agricultural activity during the Construction phase,
which is Not Significant in the context of the EIA Regulations.

15.11.3 Operation and Maintenance
15.11.3.1 Under the Operation and Maintenance phase, the following potential impacts have been assessed:
® Permanent loss of agricultural land; and
® Changes in agricultural activity and type of land use.
Permanent Loss of Agricultural Land

15.11.3.2 The permanent loss of agricultural land occurs during the Construction phase of the Onshore Development
(when permanent infrastructure is installed). Therefore, there is no additional loss of agricultural land
associated with the Operation and Maintenance phase and the effects remain as identified in the
Construction phase in Section 15.12.1.12.

Changes in Agricultural Activity and Type of Land Use

15.11.3.3 The permanent change in land use occurs during the Construction phase of the Onshore Development.
Therefore, there is no additional change associated with the Operation and Maintenance phase and the
effects remain as identified in the construction phase in Section 15.12.1.19.

15.11.3.4 The Operation and Maintenance phase is not anticipated to have any interference with agricultural activity
in the Onshore Development Area. Therefore, the Onshore Development would have No Change for
magnitude of impact. This, along with the Medium sensitivity of the agricultural land, would result in a
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significance of effect of None on agricultural activity during the Operation and Maintenance phase, which
is Not Significant in the context of the EIA Regulations.

15.11.4 Decommissioning

15.11.4.1 It is expected that the detail and scope of the decommissioning works for the Onshore Development will
be determined by the relevant rules and regulations, as well as industry best practices at the time of
decommissioning.

15.11.4.2 The onshore export cables will be pulled out of the cable ducts and taken away for deconstruction, while
the ducts, jointing pits and link boxes will be removed only if it is feasible with minimal environmental
disturbance or if their removal is required to return the land to its current use. OnSS and EBI foundations
will be broken up and the site reinstated to its original condition or for an alternative use. All relevant
construction management, mitigation and commitments are applicable to the Decommissioning phase.

15.11.4.3 Impacts associated with the Decommissioning phase are therefore expected to be of no greater
significance than those identified for the Construction phase. No additional impacts that could result in
significant effects during decommissioning are identified beyond those already assessed for the
Construction phase.

15.11.5 Summary of Impact Assessment

15.11.5.1 A summary of the impacts and effects identified for Land Use and Other Users assessment is outlined in
Table 15-13.
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Table 15-13 Summary of Impacts and Effects for Land Use and Other Users
Salamander Project Embedded Receptor Sensitivity Magnitude | Significance of Additional Mitigation Residual Significance
Project Activity Aspect Mitigation Effect Significance of Effect in
and Impact of Effect EIA Terms
Construction / Decommissioning
Temporary loss of | OnSS and | Co60 Classification 3.2 Medium Low Minor No additional mitigation measures | Minor
agricultural land EBI, have been identified for this effect
Onshore Cob4 above and beyond the embedded
ECC, mitigation listed in Table 15-7 as it was
Co74
Landfall Classification 4.1 Low Medium Minor concluded that the effect was Not Minor
Significant.
Co84
Classification 4.2 Low Low Negligible Negligible
Classification 6.2 Low Low Negligible Negligible
Permanent loss of | OnSS and | Co60 Classification 3.2 Medium Low Minor No additional mitigation measures | Minor
agricultural land EBI have been identified for this effect
Co74

above and beyond the embedded

mitigation listed in Table 15-7 as it was
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Salamander Project Embedded Receptor Sensitivity Magnitude Significance of Additional Mitigation Residual Significance
Project Activity Aspect Mitigation Effect Significance of Effect in
and Impact of Effect EIA Terms
Co84 Classification 4.1 Low Low Negligible concluded that the effect was Not | Negligible
Significant.
Classification 4.2 Low Low Negligible Negligible
Classification 6.2 Low No change None None
Changes in | OnSS and | Co60 Agricultural land Medium Negligible Negligible No additional mitigation measures | Negligible
agricultural EBI, landowners have been identified for this effect
activity and type | Onshore Cob65 above and beyond the embedded
of land use ECC, mitigation listed in Table 15-7 as it was
Landfall Co74 concluded that the effect was Not
Significant.
Co84
Operation and Maintenance
Permanent loss of | OnSS and | Co74 Classification 3.2 Medium Low Minor No additional mitigation measures | Minor
agricultural land EBI have been identified for this effect
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Salamander Project Embedded Receptor Sensitivity Magnitude Significance of Additional Mitigation Residual Significance
Project Activity Aspect Mitigation Effect Significance of Effect in
and Impact of Effect EIA Terms
Co84 Classification 4.1 Low Low Negligible above and beyond the embedded | Negligible
mitigation listed in Table 15-7 as it was
concluded that the effect was Not
Classification 4.2 Low Low Negligible Significant. Negligible
Classification 6.2 Low No change None None
Changes OnSS and | Co74 Agricultural land Medium No change None No additional mitigation measures | None
agricultural EBI landowners have been identified for this effect

activity and type

of land use

above and beyond the embedded
mitigation listed in Table 15-7 as it was
concluded that the effect was Not

Significant.
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15.11.6 Impacts of Onshore Development without the Energy Balancing Infrastructure

15.11.6.1 Described in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 2: Legislative Context and Regulatory Requirements, the
Salamander Project is seeking the following consents:

® Planning permission under the Town and County Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 from
Aberdeenshire Council for the development of the onshore works and infrastructure to MLWS;
and

® Section 36 Consents under the Electricity Act 1989 from the ECU for EBI with battery storage
exceeding 50MW.

15.11.6.2 This EIAR has been prepared in support of both consent applications.

15.11.6.3 The primary assessment in Section 15.11 has been undertaken in respect of the whole Onshore
Development.

15.11.6.4 In order for the planning application to be considered in its own right, an assessment of impacts arising
from the Onshore Development without the EBI, has been undertaken. This assessment considers the
impacts of the Onshore Development subject to planning permission only.

15.11.6.5 An assessment of the EBI only has not been undertaken as the EBI would not be developed in isolation
without the Offshore Development or the other onshore infrastructure.

15.11.6.6 The primary assessment concluded that the Onshore Development as a whole will not give rise to any
significant land use and other user effects. It is therefore concluded that effects arising from the Onshore
Development without the EBI will also be not significant. A detailed assessment of effects of the Onshore
Development without the EBI has therefore not been undertaken in respect of land use and other users.

15.12 Mitigation and Monitoring

15.12.1.1 All effects on Land Use and Other User receptors in all phases of the Salamander Project were determined
to be Minor or lesser (not significant); therefore, no additional mitigation or monitoring is required.

15.13 Cumulative Effect Assessment

15.13.1.1 A Cumulative Effects Assessment (CEA) has been made based on existing and proposed developments in
the Study Area. The approach to the CEA is described in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 6: EIA Methodology.
Cumulative effects are defined as those effects on a receptor that may arise when the development is
considered together with other projects.

15.13.1.2 The maximum spatial extent of potential effects on Land Use and Other Users as identified within this
chapter is determined by the Onshore Zone of Influence (ZOl). The onshore ZOI has been defined as a 5 km
boundary around the Onshore Development Area. Areas beyond this range are unlikely to experience any
measurable change. As such, only plans or projects with potential to overlap spatially or temporally will be
included in the cumulative assessment.

15.13.1.3 On this basis, the projects considered within this cumulative assessment are presented in Table 15-14.
Further information on these projects is outlined in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 6.2: Cumulative Effects
Assessment Technical Annex.
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Table 15-14 Projects considered within the Land Use and Other Users cumulative assessment

Development

Type

Project Phase

Distance from
Onshore

Development Area

Reasons for inclusion

Green Volt Floating

Offshore wind farm with

Consented March

Borders the Onshore

Both  development areas

Offshore Windfarm | onshore components: | 2024 Development Area | border one another. Potential
(onshore works) offshore  export  cable southern boundary for construction periods to
landfall and cable route overlap with the Onshore
corridor. Development.
Kirkton Solar PV | A solar Photovoltaic (PV) | Consented 0.1 km Both development  areas
Farm and Energy | Farm of approximately 50 | December 2022 border one another.
Storage Facility MW capacity and a battery
energy storage facility of Construction periods for both
approximately 20 MW the Kirkton Solar PV Farm and
capacity. Energy Storage Facility and the
Onshore Development could
overlap
St Fergus Energy | Erection of 2 Wind Turbines | Consented July | 2.4 km Located within the ZOI.
Park Project (Solar | (Hub Height 78m, 119m to | 2021

farm and two wind

Blade Tip), a 5 MWp Solar

Construction periods for both

turbines) Photovoltaic Farm, Battery the St Fergus Energy Park
Storage Units and Project and the Onshore
Associated Infrastructure Development could overlap.
15.13.2 Potential Cumulative Effects
15.13.2.1 The first stage of the CEA is to identify common effects associated with both the Onshore Development
and nearby projects.
15.13.2.2 The second stage of the CEA is to assess whether the effects, when considered in combination with one
another, have the potential to result in significant cumulative effects. The potential cumulative effects
relating to Land Use and Other Users, presented in Table 15-15 are:
® Temporary and permanent loss of agricultural land; and
® Changes in agricultural activity and type of land use.
15.13.2.3 Where the potential for significant cumulative effects has been identified, a third stage of CEA will be

undertaken to assess the significance of cumulative effects when the Salamander Project is considered in

combination with those relevant external projects.
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Table 15-15 Potential cumulative effects relating to Land Use and Other Users
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Potential Effect Assessed Alone Potential for

Cumulative Effect

Rationale

Construction and Decommissioning

Temporary and permanent loss of | No potential

agricultural land cumulative effect

Changes in agricultural activity and type of

land use

for

The Onshore Development will not result in the temporary or
permanent loss of any PAL. Therefore, there is no potential for the
Onshore Development to result in any larger scale removal of PAL
in combination with the Green Volt Floating Offshore Windfarm
(onshore works). Only the landfall and onshore export cable route
for the Green Volt Floating Offshore Windfarm is within the
cumulative Study Area for land use and other users. Agricultural
land loss along the Green Volt export cable route will be temporary
with no permanent impacts. The permanent loss of agricultural
land associated with the substation for the Green Volt Floating
Offshore Windfarm is outside the ZOI and therefore No Significant
cumulative effects from permanent loss of agricultural land are

predicted with the Onshore Development.

The Onshore Development will not result in the temporary or
permanent loss of any PAL. Therefore, there is no potential for the
Onshore Development to result in any larger scale removal of PAL
in combination with the Kirkton Solar PV Farm and Energy Storage
Facility. In the Kirkton Solar PV Farm and Energy Storage Facility
Land Capability for Agriculture report, it confirms that the land will
continue to fulfil an agricultural purpose during the operation of
the facility and soils would remain in situ on the Site, as far as
possible. Therefore, No Significant cumulative effects are

predicted with the Onshore Development.

The Onshore Development will not result in the temporary or
permanent loss of any PAL. Therefore, there is no potential for the
Onshore Development to result in any larger scale removal of PAL
in combination with the St Fergus Energy Park Project. No
assessment of agricultural land loss was undertaken in the 2019 EIA
Report. However, the St Fergus Energy Park Project is located solely
within an area of classification 3.2. The Onshore Development
would result in a negligible loss of this classification and therefore
No Significant cumulative effects are predicted with the Onshore

Development.

All of the projects, as well as the Onshore Development, will also
develop and implement project specific CEMPs and follow

construction good practice guidance.
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Potential Effect Assessed Alone Potential for Rationale

Cumulative Effect

Operation and Maintenance

Permanent loss of agricultural land No potential for | The permanent loss of agricultural land occurs during the

cumulative effect construction phase of the Onshore Development. Therefore, there
Changes in agricultural activity and type of is no additional loss of agricultural land associated with the
land use operation and maintenance phase of the Green Volt Floating

Offshore Windfarm (onshore works), Kirkton Solar PV Farm and
Energy Storage Facility and St Fergus Energy Park Project and thus
No Significant cumulative effects are predicted with the Onshore

Development.

All of the projects, as well as the Onshore Development, will also
develop and implement project specific CEMPs and follow

construction good practice guidance.

15.13.2.4

15.14

15.14.1.1

15.14.1.2

15.15

15.15.1.1

15.16

15.16.1.1

It is therefore assumed that the Green Volt Floating Offshore Windfarm (onshore works), Kirkton Solar PV
Farm and Energy Storage Facility and St Fergus Energy Park Project are unlikely to give rise to significant
cumulative effects during Construction, Operation and Maintenance or Decommissioning when considered
in combination within the Onshore Development.

Assessment of Impacts Cumulatively with the Offshore Development

The Offshore Development components are summarised in Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 4: Project Description.
These Project aspects have been considered in relation to the impacts assessed within this chapter.

The main components of the Offshore Development which have the potential to disturb receptors of Land
Use and Other Users are the installation of the Offshore Export Cables. However, these works would be
within the intertidal area of the Onshore Development Area, in addition, the landfall is trenchless therefore
located under the foredunes and the beach, and therefore no pathway exists for Offshore Development
activities to cause an impact to land use and other users. Therefore, no significant cumulative effects with
the Offshore Development are anticipated.

Transboundary Effects

Transboundary effects are defined as effects that extend into other European Economic Area (EEA) states.
These may occur from the Onshore Development alone, or cumulatively with other plans or projects. The
Onshore Development area of influence is located exclusively within Scotland, therefore no transboundary
effects are expected from the Salamander Project.

Inter-related Effects

The following assessment considers the potential for inter-related effects to arise across the three project
phases (i.e. project lifetime effects) and the interaction of multiple effects on a receptor (i.e. receptor-led
effects).

® Project lifetime effects are considered to be effects that occur throughout more than one phase
of the Salamander Project (Construction, Operation and Maintenance, and Decommissioning) to
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interact to potentially create a more significant effect on a receptor, than if just assessed in
isolation.

® Receptor-led effects involve spatially or temporal interaction of effects, to create inter-related
effects on a receptor or receptor group. Receptor-led effects might be short term, temporary or
transient effects, or incorporate longer term effects.

15.16.1.2 It is important to note that the inter-related effects assessment considers only effects produced by the
onshore elements of the Salamander Project and not from other projects, which are considered within
Volume ER.B.4, Annex 6.2: Cumulative Effects Assessment Technical Annex and Section 15.13.

15.16.1.3 A descriptive assessment of project lifetime and receptor-led effects has then been undertaken. This
assessment incorporates qualitative and, were reasonably possible, quantitative assessments.

15.16.1.4 The effects relating to Land Use and Other Users are primarily associated with activities during the
Construction phase, with activities during the Operation and Maintenance and Decommissioning phases
similar or of lower magnitude as those identified within the Construction phase. As such, the potential for
project lifetime inter-related effects is limited to the effects associated with the Construction phase, with
effects during other phases not leading to an increase in significance of effect or magnitude of impact.
Therefore, the residual significance of effect for project lifetime inter-related effects is Minor and Not
Significant in EIA terms.

15.16.1.5 Regarding receptor-led inter-related effects, increased magnitude of Land Use and Other Users impacts
has potential to have effects on Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology (presented in ER.B.3, Chapter 7:
Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology) and Socio-economics, Tourism and Recreation Tourism (presented
in ER.B.3, Chapter 16: Socio-economics, Tourism and Recreation), Forestry and Terrestrial Ecology
(presented in ER.B.3, Chapter 9: Terrestrial Ecology and Nature Conservation). However, with embedded
mitigation measures applied, the contribution of Land Use impacts to overall effects of Geology, Hydrology
and Hydrogeology, Socio-economics, Tourism and Recreation, Forestry and Terrestrial Ecology and Nature
Conservation receptors will be minimal and would not be sufficient to increase the significance of any
individual effects, therefore they are determined to be Not Significant in EIA terms.

15.17 Conclusion and Summary

15.17.1.1 This chapter has assessed the potential effects from the Onshore Development of the Salamander Project
on Land Use and Other Users receptors. Table 15-13 presents a summary of the impacts assessed within
this chapter and the associated mitigation and the residual effects.

15.17.1.2 Itis considered that the Onshore Development will result in no residual significant effects on land use and
other user receptors during the Construction, Operation and Maintenance and Decommissioning phases
with the embedded mitigation measures in place.

15.17.1.3 No cumulative or inter-related effects have been identified which increase the significance of any
standalone assessment set out in this chapter.
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	15 Land Use and Other Users
	15.1 Introduction
	15.1.1.1 The Applicant, Salamander Wind Project Company Ltd. (SWPC), a joint venture (JV) partnership between Ørsted, Simply Blue Group and Subsea7, is proposing the development of the Salamander Offshore Wind Farm (hereafter ‘Salamander Project’). Th...
	15.1.1.2 This chapter of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) presents the results of the EIA of potential effects of the Salamander Project on Land Use and Other Users. Specifically, this chapter considers the potential impact of the Sal...
	15.1.1.3 The chapter provides an overview of the existing environment for the proposed Onshore Development Area, followed by an assessment of significance of effect on Land Use and Other Users receptors, as well as an assessment of potential cumulativ...
	15.1.1.4 This chapter should be read alongside and in consideration of the following:
	15.1.1.5 This chapter has been authored by ERM. Further competency details of the authors of this chapter are outlined in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 1.1: Details of the Project Team.

	15.2 Purpose
	15.2.1.1 The primary purpose of this EIAR is for the application for the Onshore Development of the Salamander Project satisfying the requirements of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and The E...
	15.2.1.2 The EIAR has been finalised following the completion of the pre-application consultation RP.B.3 Pre Application Consultation (PAC) Report and the Salamander EIA Scoping Report, (SBES, 2023) and takes account of the relevant advice set out wit...
	15.2.1.3 This EIAR chapter:

	15.3 Planning and Policy Context
	15.3.1.1 The preparation of the Land Use and Other Users chapter has been informed by the following policy, legislation, and guidance outlined in Table 15-1.
	15.3.1.2 Further details on the requirements for EIA are presented in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 2: Legislative Context and Regulatory Requirements.

	15.4 Consultation
	15.4.1.1 Consultation is a key part of the application process. It has played an important part in ensuring that the baseline characterisation and impact assessment is appropriate to the scale of development as well as meeting the requirements of the ...
	15.4.1.2 An overview of the Salamander Project consultation process is outlined in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 5: Stakeholder Consultation. Consultation regarding Land Use and Other Users has been conducted through the EIA scoping process.
	15.4.1.3 The issues raised during consultation specific to Land Use and Other Users are outlined in Table 15-2, including consideration of where the issues have been addressed within the EIAR.

	15.5 Study Area
	15.5.1.1 The Land Use and Other Users Study Area has been defined on the basis of the Onshore Development Area boundary as this is where land use and other users would be impacted by the proposed activities and operations. The Study Area for Land Use ...

	15.6 Methodology to Inform Baseline
	15.6.1 Site Specific Surveys
	15.6.1.1 No site-specific surveys were undertaken for Land Use and Other Users; it is an entirely desk-based assessment.

	15.6.2 Data Sources
	15.6.2.1 The data sources that have been used to inform this Land Use and Other Users chapter of the EIA Report are presented in Table 15-3.


	15.7 Baseline Environment
	15.7.1 Existing Baseline
	15.7.1.1 The information presented in this section has drawn on the findings obtained during the desk-based data collection exercise. A baseline description has been produced using the following land use classifications:
	15.7.1.2 Following submission of the Scoping Report (SBES, 2023), the following land use classifications have since been considered in other chapters of the EIAR and therefore not considered further within this chapter:
	15.7.1.3 Agriculture in Aberdeenshire is predominately arable (including arable crops, permanent grassland and temporary grass) and has a higher proportion of arable land compared to Scotland as a whole. According to the North-East Scotland Agricultur...
	15.7.1.4 Agriculture in Aberdeenshire was worth £395 million in crops and livestock output in 2014 with the largest contributor being beef (38.5%), followed by cereals (17.4%) and sheep (7.9%). It was also noted that intensive livestock enterprises (e...
	15.7.1.5 Agricultural census data has been provided in the context of the Grampian region (Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire, and Moray), due to the limited agricultural statistics for Aberdeenshire (Scottish Government, 2023). The total agricultural workforce ...
	15.7.1.6 LCA is a standardised system used to rank land based on its potential productivity and cropping flexibility. The Land Capability for Agriculture in Scotland (Macaulay System) was developed in the late 1970s by the Macaulay Land Use Research I...
	15.7.1.7 The Onshore Development Area is rural in character with a mix of agriculture and sand dunes including arable and pastoral fields. Within the Onshore Development Area, the LCA system has identified agricultural land with the following classifi...
	15.7.1.8 Therefore, there are no designated areas of agricultural land use or PAL within the Onshore Development Area. The LCA classifications present in the Study Area are shown in Figure 15-2 and the total area provided in Table 15-5.

	15.7.2 Future Baseline
	15.7.2.1 This section has been informed by Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 17: Climate Change and Carbon. This section provides a qualitative description of the evolution of the baseline environment, on the assumption that the Salamander Project is not constru...
	15.7.2.2 The baseline conditions presented within this EIAR chapter will be subject to change over the duration of the Salamander Project’s operational lifetime (35 years). In the long term, land use and cover are continually evolving and being modifi...
	15.7.2.3 An increase in population, increasing urbanisation and improvement in living standards, may increase pressure for more productive agriculture and could lead to the loss of grassland areas and a continued increase in the use of industrial fert...
	15.7.2.4 Further to this, agricultural patterns are linked to agricultural policy and available subsidy/farm payment structures. Future changes to UK agricultural policy outside the EU are still being established through the UK Government’s ‘Environme...

	15.7.3 Summary of Baseline Environment
	15.7.3.1 The LCA within the Onshore Development Area ranges from 3.2 to 6.2 and therefore there is no PAL within the Onshore Development Area.


	15.8 Limitations and Assumptions
	15.8.1.1 The following limitation and assumption has been identified for the Land Use and Other Users chapter:
	15.8.2 Impacts Scoped out of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report
	15.8.2.1 The Land Use and Other Users assessment covers all potential impacts identified during scoping, as well as any further potential impacts that have been highlighted as the EIA has progressed as outlined in Section 15.11.
	15.8.2.2 However, following consideration of the baseline environment, the project description outlined in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 4: Project Description and in line with the Scoping Opinion a number of impacts are not considered in detail within this ...
	15.8.2.3 Since publication of the Salamander EIA Scoping Report (SBES Ltd., 2023) the Onshore Development Area has been refined and reduced as the design has developed. Details of site selection are described in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 3: Site Selectio...
	15.8.2.4 As a result of design refinement since EIA scoping, activities during the Construction and Decommissioning phases of the Salamander Project will have no potential for temporary / long term impacts on third-party infrastructure, including util...

	15.8.3 Embedded Mitigation
	15.8.3.1 The embedded mitigation relevant to the Land Use and Other Users assessment is presented in Table 15-7.


	15.9 Project Design Envelope Parameters
	15.9.1.1 Given that the realistic worst-case scenario is based on the design option (or combination of options) that represents the greatest potential for change, as set out in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 4: Project Description, a confidence can be taken t...
	15.9.1.2 As the exact route for the offshore export cables to come ashore is currently unknown the location for the Landfall Compound cannot yet be defined, and consequently it is possible this compound may be in the far north of the Landfall Compound...
	15.9.1.3 The Salamander Project Design Envelope parameters relevant to the Land Use and Other Users assessment are outlined in Table 15-8.

	15.10 Assessment Methodology
	15.10.1.1 Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 6: EIA Methodology sets out the general approach to the assessment of potential significant effects that may arise from the Salamander Project.
	15.10.1.2 Whilst Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 6: EIA Methodology provides a general framework for identifying impacts and assessing the significance of their effects, in practice the approaches and criteria applied across different topics vary.
	15.10.1.3 The methodology for assessing effects on Land Use and Other Users has been developed based on professional judgement, which has been informed by EIA best practice and relevant legislation and policy including ‘A New Perspective on Land and S...
	15.10.1.4 The proposed approach to the Land Use and Other Users assessment that has been addressed in the EIA is outlined below.
	15.10.2 Sensitivity of Receptors
	15.10.2.1 Sensitivity criteria for Land use and Other Users are defined in Table 15-9. The sensitivity of receptors is determined by taking into consideration the adaptability and value of the receptor.

	15.10.3 Magnitude of Impact
	15.10.3.1 The magnitude of impacts is determined by the extent of the change and the scale of the impact. A level of impact magnitude (see Table 15-10) will be assigned taking into consideration the following:

	15.10.4 Significance of Effect
	15.10.4.1 The sensitivity of receptor and the magnitude of impact will be used as a guide, in addition to professional judgement, to predict the significance of the likely effects. Table 15-11 summarises guideline criteria for assessing the significan...
	15.10.4.2 For the purposes of this assessment, any effect that is of major or moderate significance is considered to be significant in EIA terms, whether this be adverse or beneficial. Any effect that has a significance of minor or negligible is not s...


	15.11 Impact Assessment
	15.11.1.1 The assessment in this section has been undertaken in respect of the whole Onshore Development, taking account of the relevant Project Design Envelope parameters detailed in Table 15-8.
	15.11.2 Construction
	15.11.2.1 Under the Construction phase, the following potential impacts have been assessed:
	15.11.2.2 The agriculture baseline conditions highlight LCA Classification 3.2 agricultural land use throughout the Onshore Development Area. In line with latest industry guidance (IEMA, 2022) the sensitivity of LCA Classification 3.2 is Medium.
	15.11.2.3 The agriculture baseline conditions highlight LCA Classification 4.1 agricultural land use throughout the Onshore Development Area. In line with latest industry guidance (IEMA, 2022) the sensitivity of LCA Classification 4.1 is Low.
	15.11.2.4 The agriculture baseline conditions highlight LCA Classification 4.2 agricultural land use throughout the Onshore Development Area. In line with latest industry guidance (IEMA, 2022) the sensitivity of LCA Classification 4.2 is Low.
	15.11.2.5 The agriculture baseline conditions highlight LCA Classification 6.2 agricultural land use throughout the Onshore Development Area. In line with latest industry guidance (IEMA, 2022) the sensitivity of LCA Classification 6.2 is Low.
	15.11.2.6 Temporary impacts on agricultural land will result from the temporary land take associated with construction of the Onshore Development. This will include disturbance associated with the construction of temporary access roads/haul roads, tem...
	15.11.2.7 The total temporary area lost for the different LCA classifications within the Onshore Development Area has been outlined in Table 15-12.
	15.11.2.8 The assessment of temporary loss of agricultural land during construction takes into account both the land required for temporary infrastructure as well as temporary disturbance associated with the construction of permanent infrastructure.
	15.11.2.9 Less than 5 ha of LCA Classification 3.2 will be temporarily disturbed during the Construction phase, which would be reinstated where practicable in consultation with land-owners. As a result, the Onshore Development will have a Low magnitud...
	15.11.2.10 Greater than 5 ha of LCA Classification 4.1 will be temporarily disturbed during the Construction phase, which would be reinstated where practicable in consultation with land-owners. As a result, the Onshore Development will have a Medium m...
	15.11.2.11 Less than 5 ha of LCA Classification 4.2 will be temporarily disturbed during the Construction phase, which would be reinstated where practicable in consultation with land-owners. As a result, the Onshore Development will have a Low magnitu...
	15.11.2.12 Less than 5 ha of LCA Classification 6.2 will be temporarily disturbed during the Construction phase, which would be reinstated where practicable in consultation with land-owners. As a result, the Onshore Development will have a Low magnitu...
	15.11.2.13 The permanent loss of agricultural land occurs during the Construction phase of the Onshore Development (when permanent infrastructure is installed). This will include disturbance associated with the construction of permanent infrastructure...
	15.11.2.14 The total permanent area lost for the different LCA classifications within the Onshore Development Area has been outlined in Table 15-12.
	15.11.2.15 Less than 5 ha of LCA Classification 3.2 will be permanently disturbed during the Construction phase As a result, the Onshore Development will have a Low magnitude of impact. This, along with a Medium sensitivity of LCA Classification 3.2 a...
	15.11.2.16 Less than 5 ha of LCA Classification 4.1 will be permanently disturbed during the Construction phase. As a result, the Onshore Development will have a Low magnitude of impact. This, along with a Low sensitivity of LCA Classification 4.1 agr...
	15.11.2.17 Less than 5ha of LCA Classification 4.2 will be permanently disturbed during the Construction phase. As a result, the Onshore Development will have a Low magnitude of impact. This, along with a Low sensitivity of LCA Classification 4.2 agri...
	15.11.2.18 No LCA Classification 6.2 will be permanently disturbed during the Construction phase. As a result, the Onshore Development will have No Change for magnitude of impact. This, along with a Low sensitivity of LCA Classification 6.2 agricultur...
	15.11.2.19 Further additional tree planting outside the areas listed in Table 15-12 will be required as part of the Onshore Development which will be confirmed as part of detailed design. However, this will not lead to a significant effect in EIA term...
	15.11.2.20 It is expected that during the Construction phase there will be restrictions on farming within the Onshore Development Area. Restricted access to the agricultural land within the Onshore Development Area could impact associated users due to:
	15.11.2.21 Disturbance from construction activities and the presence of the construction compounds and associated access will be temporary. These will be sited completely within the Onshore Development Area to allow agricultural practices to continue ...
	15.11.2.22 Disturbance to agricultural operations will therefore be temporary during the Construction phase and localised to within the Onshore Development Area. Disturbances to agricultural practices are expected to be Negligible magnitude of impact....

	15.11.3 Operation and Maintenance
	15.11.3.1 Under the Operation and Maintenance phase, the following potential impacts have been assessed:
	15.11.3.2 The permanent loss of agricultural land occurs during the Construction phase of the Onshore Development (when permanent infrastructure is installed). Therefore, there is no additional loss of agricultural land associated with the Operation a...
	15.11.3.3 The permanent change in land use occurs during the Construction phase of the Onshore Development. Therefore, there is no additional change associated with the Operation and Maintenance phase and the effects remain as identified in the constr...
	15.11.3.4 The Operation and Maintenance phase is not anticipated to have any interference with agricultural activity in the Onshore Development Area. Therefore, the Onshore Development would have No Change for magnitude of impact. This, along with the...

	15.11.4 Decommissioning
	15.11.4.1 It is expected that the detail and scope of the decommissioning works for the Onshore Development will be determined by the relevant rules and regulations, as well as industry best practices at the time of decommissioning.
	15.11.4.2 The onshore export cables will be pulled out of the cable ducts and taken away for deconstruction, while the ducts, jointing pits and link boxes will be removed only if it is feasible with minimal environmental disturbance or if their remova...
	15.11.4.3 Impacts associated with the Decommissioning phase are therefore expected to be of no greater significance than those identified for the Construction phase. No additional impacts that could result in significant effects during decommissioning...

	15.11.5 Summary of Impact Assessment
	15.11.5.1 A summary of the impacts and effects identified for Land Use and Other Users assessment is outlined in Table 15-13.

	15.11.6 Impacts of Onshore Development without the Energy Balancing Infrastructure
	15.11.6.1 Described in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 2: Legislative Context and Regulatory Requirements, the Salamander Project is seeking the following consents:
	15.11.6.2 This EIAR has been prepared in support of both consent applications.
	15.11.6.3 The primary assessment in Section 15.11 has been undertaken in respect of the whole Onshore Development.
	15.11.6.4 In order for the planning application to be considered in its own right, an assessment of impacts arising from the Onshore Development without the EBI, has been undertaken. This assessment considers the impacts of the Onshore Development sub...
	15.11.6.5 An assessment of the EBI only has not been undertaken as the EBI would not be developed in isolation without the Offshore Development or the other onshore infrastructure.
	15.11.6.6 The primary assessment concluded that the Onshore Development as a whole will not give rise to any significant land use and other user effects. It is therefore concluded that effects arising from the Onshore Development without the EBI will ...


	15.12 Mitigation and Monitoring
	15.12.1.1 All effects on Land Use and Other User receptors in all phases of the Salamander Project were determined to be Minor or lesser (not significant); therefore, no additional mitigation or monitoring is required.

	15.13 Cumulative Effect Assessment
	15.13.1.1 A Cumulative Effects Assessment (CEA) has been made based on existing and proposed developments in the Study Area. The approach to the CEA is described in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 6: EIA Methodology. Cumulative effects are defined as those eff...
	15.13.1.2 The maximum spatial extent of potential effects on Land Use and Other Users as identified within this chapter is determined by the Onshore Zone of Influence (ZOI). The onshore ZOI has been defined as a 5 km boundary around the Onshore Develo...
	15.13.1.3 On this basis, the projects considered within this cumulative assessment are presented in Table 15-14. Further information on these projects is outlined in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 6.2: Cumulative Effects Assessment Technical Annex.
	15.13.2 Potential Cumulative Effects
	15.13.2.1 The first stage of the CEA is to identify common effects associated with both the Onshore Development and nearby projects.
	15.13.2.2 The second stage of the CEA is to assess whether the effects, when considered in combination with one another, have the potential to result in significant cumulative effects. The potential cumulative effects relating to Land Use and Other Us...
	15.13.2.3 Where the potential for significant cumulative effects has been identified, a third stage of CEA will be undertaken to assess the significance of cumulative effects when the Salamander Project is considered in combination with those relevant...
	15.13.2.4 It is therefore assumed that the Green Volt Floating Offshore Windfarm (onshore works), Kirkton Solar PV Farm and Energy Storage Facility and St Fergus Energy Park Project are unlikely to give rise to significant cumulative effects during Co...


	15.14 Assessment of Impacts Cumulatively with the Offshore Development
	15.14.1.1 The Offshore Development components are summarised in Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 4: Project Description. These Project aspects have been considered in relation to the impacts assessed within this chapter.
	15.14.1.2 The main components of the Offshore Development which have the potential to disturb receptors of Land Use and Other Users are the installation of the Offshore Export Cables. However, these works would be within the intertidal area of the Ons...

	15.15 Transboundary Effects
	15.15.1.1 Transboundary effects are defined as effects that extend into other European Economic Area (EEA) states. These may occur from the Onshore Development alone, or cumulatively with other plans or projects. The Onshore Development area of influe...

	15.16 Inter-related Effects
	15.16.1.1 The following assessment considers the potential for inter-related effects to arise across the three project phases (i.e. project lifetime effects) and the interaction of multiple effects on a receptor (i.e. receptor-led effects).
	15.16.1.2 It is important to note that the inter-related effects assessment considers only effects produced by the onshore elements of the Salamander Project and not from other projects, which are considered within Volume ER.B.4, Annex 6.2: Cumulative...
	15.16.1.3 A descriptive assessment of project lifetime and receptor-led effects has then been undertaken. This assessment incorporates qualitative and, were reasonably possible, quantitative assessments.
	15.16.1.4 The effects relating to Land Use and Other Users are primarily associated with activities during the Construction phase, with activities during the Operation and Maintenance and Decommissioning phases similar or of lower magnitude as those i...
	15.16.1.5 Regarding receptor-led inter-related effects, increased magnitude of Land Use and Other Users impacts has potential to have effects on Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology (presented in ER.B.3, Chapter 7: Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology) ...

	15.17 Conclusion and Summary
	15.17.1.1 This chapter has assessed the potential effects from the Onshore Development of the Salamander Project on Land Use and Other Users receptors. Table 15-13 presents a summary of the impacts assessed within this chapter and the associated mitig...
	15.17.1.2 It is considered that the Onshore Development will result in no residual significant effects on land use and other user receptors during the Construction, Operation and Maintenance and Decommissioning phases with the embedded mitigation meas...
	15.17.1.3 No cumulative or inter-related effects have been identified which increase the significance of any standalone assessment set out in this chapter.
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