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Glossary 
Term Definition  

Applicant Salamander Wind Project Company Limited (formerly called Simply Blue Energy 

(Scotland) Limited), a joint venture between Ørsted, Simply Blue Group and 

Subsea7.  

Cumulative effects The combined effect of the Onshore Development in combination with the effects 

from a number of different projects, on the same single receptor/resource 

Cumulative impact Impacts that result from changes caused by other past, present, or reasonably 

foreseeable actions together with the Onshore Development 

Design Envelope A description of the range of possible elements that make up the Salamander 

Project design options under consideration, as set out in detail in the Project 

Description. This envelope presents a series of maximum parameters and is used 

to define the Salamander Project for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

purposes when the exact engineering parameters are not yet known. 

Effect Term used to express the consequence of an impact. The significance of an effect 

is determined by correlating the magnitude of the impact with the importance, or 

sensitivity, of the receptor or resource in accordance with defined significance 

criteria. 

EIA Regulations The regulations that apply to the Onshore Development EIA are the Electricity 

Works (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and the Town and Country Planning (EIA) 

(Scotland) Regulations 2017. 

Energy Balancing Infrastructure (EBI) Energy Balancing Infrastructure which will provide services to the electrical grid, 

such as storing energy to meet periods of peak demand and improving overall 

reliability, as well as additional services such as system monitoring and 

computing. EBI will be housed within buildings and / or containers which will be 

co-located with the Onshore Substation (OnSS). 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) A statutory process by which the likely significant effects of certain projects must 

be assessed before a formal decision to proceed can be made. It involves the 

collection and consideration of environmental information, which fulfils the 

assessment requirements of the EIA Regulations, including the publication of an 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) 

A document reporting the findings of the EIA and produced in accordance with the 

EIA Regulations. 
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Term Definition  

Haul Road The track along the onshore export cable corridor which the construction traffic 

would use to access work fronts. 

Impact An impact is considered to be the change to the baseline as a result of an activity 

or event related to the Salamander Project. Impacts can be both adverse or 

beneficial impacts on the environment and be either temporary or permanent. 

Inter-Related Effect (or Inter Relationships) The potential effects of multiple impacts from the proposed development on one 

receptor. For example, noise and air quality together could have a greater effect 

on a residential receptor than each impact considered separately. 

Landfall The generic term applied to the entire landfall corridor between Mean Low Water 

Spring (MLWS) tide and the Transition Joint Bay (TJB) inclusive of all construction 

works, including the offshore, and landfall compound, where the offshore cables 

come ashore north of Peterhead.  

Landfall Compound Area of Search The area within which the landfall compound will be located. The Landfall 

Compound Area of Search boundary has been defined for the purposes of 

undertaking EIA, ensuring that the EIA is based on a realistic worst-case design 

scenario to allow for further site optioneering to take place. 

Onshore Development The entire Onshore Development, including Construction Compounds at the 

Landfall, temporary working areas, Onshore Export Cables, Transition Joint Bay, 

Joint Bays, Onshore Substation and Energy Balancing Infrastructure, Construction 

Compounds, any associated landscaping (if required) and access (and all other 

associated infrastructure) across all Project phases of the Onshore Development 

from construction to decommissioning, for which the Applicant is seeking consent. 

Onshore Development Area The total area comprising the Landfall, Onshore Export Cable Corridor, and 

Onshore Substation, EBI and associated infrastructure. 

Onshore Export Cable Corridor The area within which the Onshore Export Cables will be located, as well as 

temporary Construction Compounds which includes haul road, excavated material 

and storage areas. 

Onshore Export Cables The export cables which will bring electricity from Landfall to the Onshore 

Substation. 

Onshore Substation  The electrical components for transforming the power supplied from the 

Salamander Project to 132 kilovolt (kV) and to adjust the power quality and power 

factor, as required to meet the UK Grid Code for supply to the National Grid. 

Receptor (onshore) Any physical, biological or anthropogenic element of the environment that may 

be affected or impacted by the Salamander Project. Receptors can include natural 
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Term Definition  

features such as rivers, forests and wildlife habitats as well as man-made features 

like residential areas, schools and cultural heritage sites. 

Salamander Project The proposed Salamander Offshore Wind Farm. The term covers all elements of 

both the offshore and onshore aspects of the project. 

Scoping An early part of the EIA process by which the key potential significant impacts of 

the Salamander Project are identified, and methodologies identified for how these 

should be assessed. This process gives the relevant authorities and key consultees 

opportunity to comment and define the scope and level of detail to be provided 

as part of the EIAR – which can also then be tailored through the consultation 

process. 

Viewpoint A place from where a view is gained, and that represents specific conditions or 

viewers (visual receptors).  

 

Acronyms 
Term Definition  

CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan  

DTM Digital Terrain Model 

EBI Energy Balancing Infrastructure 

ECC Export Cable Corridor 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

GDL Gardens and Designed Landscapes 

GIS Geographical Information System  

GLVIA3 Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, 3rd Edition 

HFoV Horizontal Field of View 

IEMA Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment 
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Term Definition  

LCT Landscape Character Type 

LVIA Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

OnSS Onshore Substation 

OS Ordnance Survey 

PV Photovoltaic 

SBES Simply Blue Energy (Scotland) Limited 

SLVIA Seascape, Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

SWPC Salamander Wind Project Company Ltd (formerly called SBES) 

TJB Transition Joint Bay 

WTG Wind Turbine Generator 

WWII World War Two 

ZTV Zone of Theoretical Visibility 



Salamander Offshore Wind Farm Onshore EIA Report 
August 2024 
   

  

ER.B.3.12 Landscape and Visual Amenity  Page 1/106 

12 Landscape and Visual Amenity 
12.1 Introduction 

12.1.1.1 The Applicant, Salamander Wind Project Company Ltd. (SWPC) a joint venture (JV) partnership between 
Ørsted, Simply Blue Group and Subsea7, is proposing the development of the Salamander Offshore Wind 
Farm (hereafter ‘Salamander Project’). The Salamander Project will consist of the installation of a floating 
offshore wind farm (up to 100 megawatts (MW) capacity) approximately 35 kilometres (km) east of 
Peterhead. It will consist of both offshore and onshore infrastructure, including an offshore generating 
station (wind farm), export cables to landfall, energy balancing infrastructure (EBI) and connection to the 
electricity transmission network (please see Chapter ER.B.4: Project Description for details on the 
Salamander Project Design). 

12.1.1.2 This chapter of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) presents the results of the EIA of 
potential effects of the Onshore Development on Landscape and Visual Amenity. Specifically, this chapter 
considers the potential impact of the Salamander Project landward of Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS) 
during the Construction, Operation and Maintenance), and Decommissioning of during the Construction, 
Operation and Maintenance and Decommissioning of the Onshore Development.  

12.1.1.3 The chapter provides an overview of the existing environment for the Onshore Development, followed by 
an assessment of potential significant effects on Landscape and Visual Amenity receptors, as well as an 
assessment of potential cumulative impacts with other relevant projects and effects arising from 
interactions on receptors across topics.  

12.1.1.4 This chapter should be read alongside and in consideration of the following: 

• Volume ER.B.4, Annex 12.1: Landscape and Visual Impact Methodology; 

• Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 10: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage; and 

• Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 16: Socio-Economics, Tourism and Recreation.  

12.1.1.5 This chapter has been authored by Optimised Environments Ltd (OPEN). Further competency details of the 
authors of this chapter are outlined in Volume ER.B.4: Annex 1.1 Project Team.  

12.2 Purpose 

12.2.1.1 The primary purpose of this EIAR is for the application for the Onshore Development of the Salamander 
Project satisfying the requirements of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2017 and The Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2017. This EIAR chapter describes the potential environmental impacts from the Onshore 
Development and assesses the significance of their effect.  

12.2.1.2 The EIAR has been finalised following the completion of the pre-application consultation (Volume RP.B.3 
Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report) and the Salamander EIA Scoping Report (SBES, 2023) (and takes 
account of the relevant advice set out within the Scoping Opinion from the Marine Directorate - Licensing 
Operations Team (Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team, 2023) and the Scoping Opinion from 
Aberdeenshire Council (Aberdeenshire Council, 2023) relevant to the Onshore Development. 

12.2.1.3 This EIAR chapter: 

• Outlines the existing environmental baseline determined from assessment of publicly available 
data, project-specific survey data and stakeholder consultation; 
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• Presents a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) of the potential environmental 
impacts and resulting effects arising from the Onshore Development on Landscape and Visual 
Amenity receptors; 

• Identifies mitigation measures designed to prevent, reduce, or offset adverse effects and 
enhance beneficial effects on the environment; and 

• Identifies any uncertainties or limitations in the methods used and conclusions drawn from the 
compiled environmental information. 

12.3 Planning and Policy Context 

12.3.1.1 The preparation of the Landscape and Visual Amenity Chapter has been informed by the following policy, 
legislation, and guidance outlined in Table 12-1.  

Table 12-1 Relevant policy, legislation and guidance relevant to Landscape and Visual Amenity 

Relevant policy, legislation, and guidance 

Policy 

Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2023 (Aberdeenshire Council, 2023) Policy R1 Special Rural Areas states: 

“In order to safeguard the special nature of the green belt and coastal zone, development opportunities will be restricted and subject to the 

considerations set out in paragraphs R1.2 to R1.5. The extent of the coastal zone is shown in detail in Appendix 5, Coastal Zone. 

In the coastal zone development must require a coastal location or there must be clear social, economic, environmental or community 

benefits arising. In either case there must be no coalescence of coastal developments or adverse impacts on natural coastal processes or 

habitats. 

Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2023 (Aberdeenshire Council, 2023) Policy E2 Landscape states: 

“We will refuse development that causes unacceptable effects through its scale, location or design on key characteristics, natural landscape 

elements, features or the composition or quality of the landscape character as defined in the Landscape Character Assessments produced by 

NatureScot. These impacts can be either alone or cumulatively with other recent developments. A Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

(LVIA) may be required to assess the effects of change on a landscape that could be experienced should a development proposal be approved. 

Appropriate mitigation should be identified.” 

Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2023 (Aberdeenshire Council, 2023) Policy E2 Landscape states: 

“Development that has a significant adverse impact on the qualifying interests of a Special Landscape Area will not be permitted unless it is 

adequately demonstrated that these effects are clearly outweighed by social, environmental or economic benefits of at least local 

importance. Appendix 13 on Special Landscape Areas is also intended to be used as a guide by prospective developers in assessing potential 

impact. Development, in terms of its location, scale, design, materials and landscaping, should be of a high standard and enhance the special 

qualities and character of the Special Landscape Area.” 

Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2023 (Aberdeenshire Council, 2023) Appendix 13: Special Landscape Areas 

The policy aims to ensure that the Appendix is used in the development management process. In most cases, it will be possible to use a 

precautionary approach to layout, siting and design, to mitigate and minimise potential impacts. 
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Relevant policy, legislation, and guidance 

• “Development that seeks to exploit the expansive beaches and rolling dunes, should be carefully considered, in order to ensure 

that the dune network and panoramic views within are not negatively impacted upon.” 

• “The siting and orientation of buildings can be highly distinctive. Siting and design should be carefully considered to ensure 

development respects the vernacular heritage and sense of place felt in coastal settlements.” 

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) Scottish Government (2023) Policy 6 Forestry, woodland and trees states:  

“a) Development proposals that enhance, expand and improve woodland and tree cover will be supported. 

b) Development proposals will not be supported where they will result in: 

i. Any loss of ancient woodlands, ancient and veteran trees, or adverse impact on their ecological condition; 

ii. Adverse impacts on native woodlands, hedgerows and individual trees of high biodiversity value, or identified for protection 

in the Forestry and Woodland Strategy; 

iii. Fragmenting or severing woodland habitats, unless appropriate mitigation measures are identified and implemented in line 

with the mitigation hierarchy; 

iv. Conflict with Restocking Direction, Remedial Notice or Registered Notice to Comply issued by Scottish Forestry. 

c) Development proposals involving woodland removal will only be supported where they will achieve significant and clearly define additional 

public benefits in accordance with relevant Scottish Government policy on woodland removal. Where woodland is removed, compensatory 

planting will most likely be expected to be delivered. 

d) Development proposals on sites which include an area of existing woodland or land identified in the Forestry and Woodland Strategy as 

being suitable for woodland creation will only be supported where the enhancement and improvement of woodlands and the planting of 

new trees on the site (in accordance with the Forestry and Woodland Strategy) are integrated into the design.” 

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) Scottish Government (2023) Policy 10 Coastal Development states:  

“b) Development proposals in undeveloped coastal areas will only be supported where they: 

i. are necessary to support the blue economy, net zero emissions or to contribute to the economy or wellbeing of communities 

whose livelihood depend on marine or coastal activities, or is for essential infrastructure, where there is a specific locational 

need and no other suitable site. 

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) Scottish Government (2023) Policy 11 (a) states: 

11 (a) Development proposals for all forms of renewable, low-carbon and zero emissions technologies will be supported. These include: 

i. wind farms including repowering, extending, expanding and extending the life of existing wind farms; 

ii. enabling works, such as grid transmission and distribution infrastructure; 

iii. energy storage, such as battery storage and pumped storage hydro 
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Relevant policy, legislation, and guidance 

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) Scottish Government (2023) Policy 11 (e) requires that project design and mitigation demonstrate 

addressal of:  

“significant landscape and visual impacts, recognising that such impacts are to be expected for some forms of renewable energy. Where 

impacts are localised and / or appropriate design mitigation has been applied, they will generally be considered to be acceptable”. 

Guidance 

Aberdeenshire Council (2016). Aberdeenshire Special Landscape Areas Supplementary Guidance. 

Carys Swanwick Department of Landscape University of Sheffield and Land Use Consultants for The Countryside Agency and NatureScot 

(2002). Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England and Scotland 

Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (2013). Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment. 3rd edition. Routledge. (GLVIA3). 

Landscape Institute (2019). Visual Representation of Development Proposals. Technical Guidance Note 06/19. 

Landscape Institute (2021). Assessing landscape value outside national designations; Technical Guidance Note 02/21 

NatureScot (2018). A Handbook on Environmental Impact Assessment, Appendix 2: Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, Version 5. 

NatureScot (2021). Guidance - Assessing the cumulative landscape and visual impact of onshore wind energy developments 

Scottish Government (2022). Guidance for applicants on using the design envelope for applications under section 36 of the Electricity Act 

1989 

12.3.1.2 Further details on the requirements for EIA are presented in Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 2: Legislative Context 
and Regulatory Requirements. 

12.4 Consultation 

12.4.1.1 Consultation is a key part of the application process. It has played an important part in ensuring that the 
baseline characterisation and impact assessment is appropriate to the scale of development as well as 
meeting the requirements of the regulators and their advisors. 

12.4.1.2 An overview of the Salamander Project consultation process is outlined in Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 5: 
Stakeholder Consultation. Consultation regarding Landscape and Visual Amenity has been conducted 
through the EIA scoping process and correspondence including pre-application advice.  

12.4.1.3 The issues raised during consultation specific to Landscape and Visual Amenity are outlined in Table 12-2 
including consideration of where the issues have been addressed within the EIAR. Comments raised as part 
of the pre-application advice that had already been included as part of the EIA scoping process have not 
been repeated in Table 12-2 as responses have already been provided. 
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Table 12-2 Consultation Responses Specific to Landscape and Visual Amenity 

Consultee Date and Forum Comment Where it is addressed within this EIAR 

Aberdeenshire 

Council 

26 April 2023; 

Aberdeenshire 

Council Scoping 

Opinion 

With regard to the selection of viewpoints for the terrestrial LVIA, 

Aberdeenshire Council are open to discussing any viewpoints that you 

may wish to propose. We believe your approach in terms of identifying 

receptor types is correct. 

Further consultation was undertaken with Aberdeenshire Council to 

discuss and agree the selection of viewpoints for both the terrestrial 

LVIA presented in this chapter of the EIAR. Viewpoint locations agreed 

for the LVIA are shown in the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) in 

Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-7 and Figure 12-8 and are listed 

in Table 12-5. Aberdeenshire 

Council 

11 August 2023; 

Email 

correspondence  

In respect of the viewpoints, Aberdeenshire Council have ’had a look over 

the viewpoints and would be agreeable to those which have been 

identified’. 

Aberdeenshire 

Council 

11 July 2024; Pre-

application Advice  

Landscape Impact and Visual Impact 

Planning Service 

Landscape and Visual Impact will be key considerations for this proposal. 

Any LVIA should utilise the maximum design parameters to inform the 

assessment. The LVIA should contain visualisations showing landscaping 

at appropriate intervals (i.e. year 1; year 5; year 10 or as otherwise 

agreed). 

Further consultation was undertaken with Aberdeenshire Council to 

discuss and agree the selection of viewpoints for both the terrestrial 

LVIA presented in this chapter of the EIAR. Viewpoint locations agreed 

for the LVIA are shown in the ZTV in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 

12-7 and Figure 12-8 and are listed in Table 12-5.  

Further consultation was undertaken with Aberdeenshire Council to 

agree the intervals for visualisations. The project has produced 

visualisations for Years 1 and 15, which are considered to be 

appropriate intervals to show the planting immediately after 

construction (Year 1) and when the planting is maturing and achieving 

mitigation (Year 15). As the application is for planning permission in 

principle, the LVIA is assessing a project envelope. Once the detailed 

design of the onshore development has been finalised, it is intended 

that the visualisations will be updated to reflect the detailed design of 

the onshore infrastructure, therefore if required, the project can then 

produce visualisations for additional intervals (such as at Year 5 or Year 

10) to support the Council’s consideration of the visual impacts. 
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Consultee Date and Forum Comment Where it is addressed within this EIAR 

Lighting (construction and operational) 

Environmental Health 

Lighting which impacts directly on neighbouring properties can be 

deemed a statutory nuisance under the Environmental Protection Act 

1990 and action may be taken by Environmental Health to abate the 

nuisance. 

Further information is required from the applicant with regards to the 

level of site lighting that is proposed during the construction and 

operational phases of the development. Lighting which impacts directly 

on neighbouring properties can be deemed a statutory nuisance under 

the Environmental Protection Act 1990 and action may be taken by 

Environmental Health to abate the nuisance. 

Construction Site lighting will only operate when required and will be 

directional to avoid unnecessary illumination. Some permanent lighting 

will also be required but will be reserved for essential areas only. 

Operational lighting will be reserved for key routes and building 

entrances etc. All lighting will be directional in order to minimise 

overspill into the surrounding countryside. Both the onshore 

construction and operational environmental management plans will 

include a lighting plan. Consideration of construction and operational 

lighting have been included in Section 12.11. 

Environment Team – Built Heritage 

The applicant should be advised to submit material evidence to verify 

whether the proposed development will be intervisible with Lunderton 

House and any other listed building within the vicinity of the development 

site. 

Concerns over setting impact on remains of St Fergus's Church 

(Aberdeenshire HER NK15SW0001, SM5622, LB16536) – VIA required. 

It is generally acknowledged that setting can often be important in the 

way historic cultural assets are experienced and appreciated by the wider 

population. The Planning Service must therefore always take into account 

the backdrop of conservation areas, designed landscapes and listed 

The LVIA has been undertaken using a 5 km Study Area as shown in 

Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-1. The 5 km Study Area is also 

shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-7, which presents a 

bare ground ZTV that informs the assessment of settings in Volume 

ER.B.3, Chapter 10: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage. The 

assessment of settings in Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 10: Onshore 

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage has been informed by visualisations 

including wirelines presented in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 10.1: Figures 

12.20 to 12.24. 
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Consultee Date and Forum Comment Where it is addressed within this EIAR 

buildings when evaluating the potential impact of any future 

development. The overriding premise is to ensure that any proposal does 

not undermine important views of a formally designated historic asset or 

their immediate surroundings. 

Marine 

Directorate - 

Licensing 

Operations Team 

21 June 2023; MD-

LOT Scoping Opinion 

With regard to the study area and setting impacts the Scottish Ministers 

refer to the HES representation. The Scottish Ministers highlight the 

concerns raised by HES relating to the 3km study area proposed and 

advise that the Developer must consider the recommendations provided 

by HES in its representation regarding the use of a bare earth ZTV analysis 

to identify assets which may be impacted by the Proposed Development. 

In Scottish Ministers advise that the Developer must consider the 

additional designated assets highlighted within the HES representation 

and the use of wireframe visualisations. 

 The LVIA has been undertaken using a 5 km Study Area as shown in 

Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-1. The 5 km Study Area is also 

shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-7, which presents a 

bare ground ZTV that informs the assessment of settings in Volume 

ER.B.3, Chapter 10: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage. The 

assessment of settings in Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 10: Onshore 

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage has been informed by visualisations 

including the photomontages presented in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 10.1: 

Figures 12-20 to 12-24. 

Marine 

Directorate - 

Licensing 

Operations Team 

21 June 2023; MD-

LOT Scoping Opinion 

The Scottish Ministers consider the study area radius for the onshore 

landscape and visual impact assessment to be appropriate. The potential 

impacts to be scoped in and out and the assessment methodologies 

proposed are acceptable.  

The LVIA is undertaken within a 5 km Study Area, as shown in Volume 

ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-1 and in the ZTV in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 

12.1: Figure 12-7 

Marine 

Directorate - 

Licensing 

Operations Team 

21 June 2023; MD-

LOT Scoping Opinion 

The Scottish Ministers note that Aberdeenshire Council are open to 

discussing viewpoints to be assessed and agree with Aberdeenshire 

Council that the approach in terms of identifying receptor types is correct.  

Further consultation was undertaken with Aberdeenshire Council to 

discuss and agree the selection of viewpoints for the LVIA presented in 

this chapter of the EIAR. Viewpoint locations agreed for the LVIA are 

shown in the ZTVs in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-7 and 

Figure 12-8 and are listed in Table 12-5. 

Marine 

Directorate - 

21 June 2023; MD-

LOT Scoping Opinion 

The embedded mitigation measures proposed are acceptable and 

landscape planting should also be considered and proposed in the context 

of potential biodiversity enhancement.  

Embedded mitigation measures are described in Section 12.8.3, which 

includes landscape planting in the context of potential biodiversity 
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Consultee Date and Forum Comment Where it is addressed within this EIAR 

Licensing 

Operations Team 

enhancement, with outline proposals illustrated in the Indicative 

Landscaping Strategy ( Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3). 

Marine 

Directorate - 

Licensing 

Operations Team 

21 June 2023; MD-

LOT Scoping Opinion 

The Scottish Ministers agree with the proposed approach to cumulative 

assessment. 

The cumulative landscape and visual amenity effects of the Onshore 

Development are assessed in Section 12.13. 

NatureScot  21 June 2023; 

comments on EIA 

Scoping Report 

Landscape and visual  

We consider the landscape and visual impacts of the proposal will be local 

in nature and as such we do not intend to comment further. 

Noted. Full details of the LVIA are provided in Section 12.11. 
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12.5 Study Area 

12.5.1.1 The LVIA Study Area has been defined on the basis of professional judgement regarding the geographical 
extent of potential significant effects arising from the Onshore Development and agreed as part of the 
scoping process, as listed in Table 12-2. This judgement is based on the scale of the construction and 
development of the Onshore Development; the extent of the Onshore Development’s ZTV; previous 
experience of similar projects; and understanding of the local landscape character. The LVIA Study Area is 
shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-1, extends to a 5 km radius from the OnSS and EBI and 
includes a 3 km detailed Study Area. 

12.5.1.2 Within the 5 km Study Area, the intertidal area (Mean Low Water to Mean High Water Springs) includes the 
sandy beaches along the coastline from St Fergus Gas Terminal to the mouth of the River Ugie on the 
northern edge of Peterhead. This intertidal area overlaps with the offshore topic of Seascape, Landscape 
and Visual Amenity. Please refer to Offshore EIAR Volume ER.A.3, Chapter 16: Seascape, Landscape and 
Visual Amenity for further detail. 

12.5.1.3 The Study Area is not intended to provide a boundary beyond which the Onshore Development would not 
be seen, but rather to define the area within which there is potential for significant landscape or visual 
effects to occur. It is considered very unlikely that a significant effect would occur beyond the boundary of 
the LVIA Study Area.  

12.6 Methodology to Inform Baseline 

12.6.1 Site Specific Surveys 

12.6.1.1 In order to provide site specific and up to date information on which to base the impact assessment, a visual 
survey was conducted by OPEN as presented in Table 12-3. 

Table 12-3 Surveys Completed for Landscape and Visual Amenity 

Survey  Conducted by Outcome of Survey  

Viewpoint photography 

and collection of 

baseline data on 

landscape character and 

visual amenity. 

OPEN Completed. LVIA surveys to undertake daytime viewpoint photography and collect baseline 

data on landscape character and visual amenity associated with views of the Onshore 

Development and in accordance with methodology such as in GLVIA3 (Landscape Institute, 

2013) and TGN 06/19 (Landscape Institute, 2019).  

 

12.6.2 Data Sources 

12.6.2.1 The data sources that have been used to inform this Landscape and Visual Amenity Chapter of the EIA Report 
are presented within Table 12-4. 

Table 12-4 Summary of key publicly available datasets for Landscape and Visual Amenity 

Source Year Spatial Coverage Summary 

Aberdeenshire Coastal Trail web page 2023 Aberdeenshire Route mapping and information 
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Source Year Spatial Coverage Summary 

Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2023 

Appendix 13 Aberdeenshire Special Landscape Areas 

2023 Aberdeenshire Mapping and information 

Core Paths Plan Maps 2023 Aberdeenshire Mapping  

Formartine and Buchan Way web page 2023 Aberdeenshire Route mapping and information 

Gardens and designed landscapes web page 2023 Scotland Mapping and information  

GoogleEarth  2023 United Kingdom Aerial and street-level photography 

National Landscape Character Types 2023 Scotland Mapping and descriptions  

National Trust for Scotland website 2023 Scotland Property locations and information  

NightBlight website 2013 United Kingdom Light pollution and dark skies 

North East 250 web page 2023 Scotland Route mapping and information 

12.7 Baseline Environment 

12.7.1 Existing Baseline 

12.7.1.1 An overview of the baseline environment for landscape and visual amenity is outlined in this Section 12.7.1 
and then subsequently described in further detail for receptors that are assessed in detail in Section 12.11. 

Onshore Development Area 

12.7.1.2 The landscape of the Onshore Development Area (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-1) comprises 
intertidal areas, dunes with marram backed by dune grassland and mixed woodland, between Kirkton Head 
and Craigewan. The western parts of the Onshore Development Area form low-lying land set back within the 
hinterland behind Kirkton Beach and consists of cereal crop fields currently used for arable farming, 
coniferous woodland and mixed woodland that adjoins the coastal dune systems. Areas of grassland with 
scattered trees and small patches of broadleaf woodland are situated to the east of the OnSS and EBI. Within 
the dune grasslands there are wetter dune slacks and wetland areas where the Cuttie Burn meets the coast. 
The A90 road corridor forms the inland boundary of the Onshore Development Area to the west. North of 
the Onshore Development Area the Kirkton Beach Footpath is a surfaced, way-marked trail passing through 
the Onshore Development Area providing access from St Fergus’s Church (remains) cemetery to Kirkton 
Beach.  

12.7.1.3 The Onshore Development Area incorporates the Landfall Compound Area of Search, OnSS and EBI, 
Temporary Storage Compound and road access off the A90 (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-2). 

Landfall Compound Area of Search 

12.7.1.4 The Landfall Compound Area of Search is shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-2 and is a distinct 
area within the Onshore Development Area. The Landfall Compound Area of Search shares the same 
boundary as the Onshore Development Area to the north and south, however the eastern boundary is 
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defined on the landward side of the foredunes and western boundary follows the transition between 
agricultural land and dune grassland to the north of the Cuttie Burn and the edge of the OnSS and EBI and 
coniferous woodland to the south of the Cuttie Burn. 

Onshore Substation (OnSS) and Energy Balancing Infrastructure (EBI)  

12.7.1.5 The OnSS and EBI compounds will cover 30,000 m2 of land, mostly within an existing area of mixed woodland, 
coniferous woodland and grassland with scattered trees (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-2). The 
western edge of the OnSS and EBI extend into the adjacent arable cereal crop field. 

Temporary Storage Compound 

12.7.1.6 The temporary storage compound is located to the west of the OnSS and EBI (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: 
Figure 12-2) and entirely consists of arable cereal crop field. A localised undulating landform rising to around 
19.5 m provides some landform enclosure to the west of the temporary storage compound. 

Study Area 

12.7.1.7 The LVIA Study Area (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-1) extends to a 5 km radius from the OnSS and 
EBI and comprises the potential extent of significant effects resulting from the Onshore Development. 
Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-4 shows that landform within the 5 km Study Area is relatively flat 
with some gentle undulations, particularly to the south-west. Elevation ranges from sea level at the coast to 
approximately 20 m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) near South Kirkton and at the large sand dunes along 
the coast. Inland, the area is more elevated and less strongly coastal. The Rivier Ugie lies in the south, running 
from Haughs of Rora to empty into the sea on the northern edge of Peterhead. 

12.7.1.8 The 5 km Study Area includes a section of the north-east Aberdeenshire coastline, from north of St Fergus 
to Peterhead Bay; dunes and dunes systems backing the coastline; farmland that covers much of the area; 
woodland, much of it comprising coniferous plantation forestry; the low-lying sandy headland of Scotstown 
Head, to the north; and the shallow valley of the River Ugie, to the south-west. Peterhead Golf Course lies 
north of the River Ugie’s mouth, with Peterhead to the south. St Fergus lies to the north-west of the 5 km 
Study Area. The A90 connects these two settlements, traversing the 5 km Study Area north to south. A 
network of minor roads serving smaller settlements extends westwards from the A90. St Fergus Gas 
Terminal lies on the northern edge of the 5 km Study Area. Overhead wires and pylons from the terminal 
and Peterhead connect to a substation to the west of the terminal. Masts lie at Essie, Scotston and St Fergus 
Links. Three onshore Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) lie at Bruxiehill, and a solo WTG lies at Middleton of 
Rora. 

12.7.1.9 North of the OnSS and EBI, the Cuttie Burn flows eastwards into the North Sea through an extensive 
coniferous woodland then crosses dunes behind the shoreline. Further north, there are sporadic properties, 
at South and North Kirkton, and the remains of St Fergus's Church, near Kirkton Head. Scattered trees and 
small patches of broadleaf woodland adjoin the OnSS and EBI compound’s eastern boundary, with dunes 
separating it from the sea. Farmland and coniferous woodland adjoins the southern boundary. To the west 
are Lunderton Cottages. Further south, an unnamed watercourse flowing from Hallmoss adjoins the 
southern end of this forestry. Farmland containing the A90 adjoins the western boundary. 

Landscape Character and Designations 

12.7.1.10 Landscape character principally applies to terrestrial areas lying to the landward side of the highwater mark. 
The landscape of the 5 km Study Area is described by and assessed in relation to the published national 
Landscape Character Types (LCTs). Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-5 shows the LCTs that are scoped 



Salamander Offshore Wind Farm Onshore EIA Report 
August 2024   

   

  

ER.B.3.12 Landscape and Visual Amenity  Page 12/106 

in to the LVIA as those that define the main coastal associated landscapes of the 5 km Study Area, these 
being: 

• Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12); and 

• Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17). 

12.7.1.11 This coastline of long, gently curved sandy beaches backed by dunes with a hinterland of low-lying scrubby 
grassland and few trees characterises the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12). The coastal 
LCT merges gradually with the low-lying and very gently undulating Coastal Agricultural Plain – 
Aberdeenshire (LCT 17) inland. A geometric pattern of large arable fields and coniferous forest characterises 
the coastal plain, which is well settled with dispersed farms and a number of settlements. Communication 
structures, tall masts, and power transmission lines and major roads including the A90 cross the area. The 
North East Aberdeenshire Coast Special Landscape Area (SLA) encompasses the landscape between the 
shoreline and the A90, largely comprising Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12). The special 
qualities of the SLA are largely related to the area’s expansive beaches, rolling dunes and low-lying landform. 
These elements make a gradual transition from land to sea that allows often panoramic seaward and coastal 
views from cliff tops and open beaches that encompass landmark features of built heritage along the coast, 
such as lighthouses and the remains of WWII anti-invasion defences. The scenic quality of the area and its 
coastal paths, accessible dunes, golf courses and beaches make it popular with visitors.  

12.7.1.12 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-5 shows that the coastline of the LVIA Study Area to the north of 
Peterhead is located within the locally designated North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA. Designation of this 
area distinguishes “its strong sense of place, scenic qualities and uninterrupted views out to the North Sea. 
There are strong elemental qualities associated with this SLA and its dynamic character features tangible, 
remote and wildness qualities. This SLA has long stretches of sandy beaches, and a more gradual, less abrupt 
character of coastal edge. Designation also recognises the ecological value of the area’s dune systems and 
other features that contribute to the landscape character, as well as being recognised as being nationally 
and/or internationally important for nature conservation” (Aberdeenshire Council, 2023). 

12.7.1.13 The key characteristics of Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) and Coastal Agricultural Plain 
– Aberdeenshire (LCT 17), and the special qualities of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, are presented 
within the baseline descriptions contained within the assessment of these receptors in Section 12.11. 

Views and Visual Amenity 

12.7.1.14 The visual baseline focuses on and describes the area in which the Onshore Development may be visible, as 
defined by its ZTV (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-7 and Figure 12-8), the different groups of people 
who may experience views of the Onshore Development (visual receptors) (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: 
Figure 12-6), the viewpoints where they will be affected and the nature of the views at those points. The 
ZTV is based on the  maximum height of the OnSS and EBI at 15 m above a Finished Floor Level (FFL) of 17 m 
AOD. 

Visual Receptors 

12.7.1.15 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-6 shows that the principal visual receptors in the 5 km Study Area are 
focused along the area of the Aberdeenshire coast adjoining the Landfall Compound Area of Search, 
including people within settlements, driving on roads, visiting tourist facilities or historic environment assets, 
or engaged in recreational activity such as walking and cycling. 
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12.7.1.16 Broadly, the principal visual receptors are identified as follows:  

• Peterhead, the largest settlement within the extent of ZTV; St Fergus, the closest settlement; and 
smaller, clustered settlement at Inverquinzie Cottages, Lunderton Cottages and Lunderton. 

• The Formartine and Buchan Way long distance path, Kirkton Beach Footpath and the local core 
path network. 

• The A90, the primary road along the Aberdeenshire coastline with capacity for views of the 
Onshore Development; and scenic routes along the road: the Aberdeenshire Coastal Trail and 
North East 250. 

• Beaches at Kirktown Beach and Scotstown Head; and heritage features that attract visitors such 
as St Fergus's Church (remains). 

Existing Visual Context 

12.7.1.17 Views within the 5 km Study Area tend to be more open towards the coastline, enclosed by hills inland and 
intermittently enclosed by surface features within the coastal plain in between. Views from the west, where 
the landform is elevated with higher relief, are longer-range, expansive and overlook the lower and flatter 
coastal plain, against a backdrop of the open North Sea. From the lower, landward areas of the coastal plain, 
views are shorter-range due to enclosure by low-lying gently undulating topography and smaller-scale 
landscape elements such as trees and woodland. These views encompass the lightly settled farmland 
occupying much of the coastal plain and, in the north, coniferous forestry that interrupts visibility of the sea. 
Large grass covered sand dunes sever the immediate hinterland from the shoreline where there are 
expansive, long-range views out to sea and along the coastline to north and south. In the south, Peterhead 
tends to intervene in views across the area, while views within the town are enclosed by its urban form. In 
the north, St Fergus Gas Terminal is present within many views from its surrounding area and the coastline. 
Roads run broadly parallel to the coast and associated traffic is visible from within the adjoining areas. Energy 
infrastructure has a widespread presence within the area with pylons extending inland from the gas terminal 
and to Peterhead, often crossing views across the landscape. 

12.7.1.18 The visual context of the 5 km Study Area includes a number of key visual elements and energy infrastructure 
components which influence the nature of views experienced, which include: 

• St Fergus Gas Terminal, which is a notable visual landmark from the coast and sea;  

• Peterhead Power Station; 

• WTGs at Bruxiehill, Middleton of Rora, St Fergus Moss and Overside and Greenwellheads onshore 
wind farms, that form prominent moving structures within the landscape; and 

• WTGs within Hywind Scotland Offshore Wind Farm. 

Representative Viewpoints 

12.7.1.19 The term ‘viewpoint’ is used to define a place from where a view is gained, and that represents specific 
conditions or viewers (visual receptors). 

12.7.1.20 Viewpoints have been compiled within the 5 km Study Area incorporating consultee feedback (as stated in 
Table 12-2), the ZTV for the Onshore Development (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-7), identification 
of the landscape and visual receptors within the ZTV, further desk study through wireline analysis, and field 
survey observations. 
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12.7.1.21 Viewpoints within the 5 km Study Area are set out in Table 12-5 and shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: 
Figure 12-7. The viewpoints take account of a range of factors, including: 

• A range of viewpoints from where there are likely to be significant effects; 

• Those representative of views within the 5 km Study Area, from specific viewpoints and 
illustrative of certain effects; 

• The accessibility to the public, and potential number and sensitivity of viewers who may be 
affected; 

• The viewing direction, distance and elevation, including a range of distances between 0.45 km – 
2.82 km to test threshold of significance from coastal to inland areas; 

• The nature of the viewing experience and activities (e.g. static views, views from settlements, 
tourist destinations, and views from sequential points along roads and recreational routes, such 
as long distance walking routes); 

• The view type (e.g. panorama, vistas and glimpses); 

• Areas of high landscape, scenic or recreational value; 

• The potential for combined views of the Onshore Development with similar operational 
developments; and 

• Potential for integrated approach – viewpoints representing several aspects from the same 
location, such as visual effects of the Onshore Development and Offshore Development, or views 
representing onshore cultural heritage assets. 

12.7.1.22 Table 12-5 lists the viewpoints considered within the LVIA and the relevant baseline panorama showing the 
existing view from each of these viewpoints. A full baseline description is provided for each viewpoint in the 
assessment undertaken in Section 12.11. 

Table 12-5 Representative Viewpoints Included in the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

ID Viewpoint  Figure Easting, 

Northing 

Representation Landscape 

Character 

Distance to 

OnSS and EBI 

(km) 

1 St Fergus Volume ER.B.5, Annex 

12.1: Figure 12-10 

409419, 

852021 

Representative of views 

experienced by residents 

(St Fergus) 

Beaches, Dunes 

and Links – 

Aberdeenshire 

(LCT 12) 

2.82 

2 A90 

Inverquinzie 

Volume ER.B.5, Annex 

12.1: Figure 12-11 

410519, 

850875 

Representative of views 

experienced by residents 

(Inverquinzie) and 

motorists (A90 

southbound) 

1.25 

3 St Fergus's 

Church 

(Remains) 

Volume ER.B.5, Annex 

12.1: Figure 12-12 

411584, 

850733 

Representative of views 

experienced by visitors 

(St Fergus's Church) and 

1.01 
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ID Viewpoint  Figure Easting, 

Northing 

Representation Landscape 

Character 

Distance to 

OnSS and EBI 

(km) 

walkers (Kirktown Beach 

Footpath) 

 

4 Kirktown 

Beach 

Footpath 

Volume ER.B.5, Annex 

12.1: Figure 12-13 

411727, 

850044 

Representative of views 

experienced by visitors 

(Kirktown Beach) and 

walkers (Kirktown Beach 

Footpath) 

0.53 

5 Bearhill Volume ER.B.5, Annex 

12.1: Figure 12-14 

409901, 

849703 

Representative of views 

experienced by residents 

(Bearhill)  

Coastal 

Agricultural 

Plain – 

Aberdeenshire 

(LCT 17) 

1.22 

6 A90 

Lunderton 

Volume ER.B.5, Annex 

12.1: Figure 12-15 

410615, 

849390 

Representative of views 

experienced by residents 

(Lunderton) and 

motorists (A90 

northbound) 

Beaches, Dunes 

and Links – 

Aberdeenshire 

(LCT 12) 

0.55 

7 Hallmoss Volume ER.B.5, Annex 

12.1: Figure 12-16 

410254, 

848865 

Representative of views 

experienced by residents 

(Hallmoss) 

1.15 

8 Core Path, 

Craigewan 

Volume ER.B.5, Annex 

12.1: Figure 12-17 

412095, 

848152 

Representative of views 

experienced by walkers 

(Core Path) and golfers 

(Peterhead Golf Course) 

1.69 

9 Peterhead, 

Gadle Braes 

Volume ER.B.5, Annex 

12.1: Figure 12-18 

412696, 

847324 

Representative of views 

experienced by residents 

(Peterhead) 

2.73 

10 A90 

Lunderton 

Cottages 

Volume ER.B.5, Annex 

12.1: Figure 12-19 

410660, 

849636 

Representative of views 

experienced by residents 

(Lunderton Cottages) 

0.45 
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12.7.2 Future Baseline 

12.7.2.1 This section has been informed by Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 17: Climate Change and Carbon. Based on the 
climate change projection scenario for the Salamander Project of Landscape and Visual Amenity receptors, 
the baseline environment for the Landscape and Visual assessment is expected to be largely similar to the 
existing baseline. 

12.7.2.2 In order to ensure that the Onshore Development is assessed against a realistic baseline scenario, i.e. what 
the baseline conditions are likely to be once the Onshore Development is operational, a description of the 
likely future baseline conditions is provided within this section. 

12.7.2.3 In the absence of the Onshore Development, the land is considered most likely to remain in its present 
condition. Pastoral and arable agriculture would continue as the principal land uses, subject to the discussion 
below on climate change and land use. 

12.7.2.4 The main driver of future change within the landscape and visual resource is climate change. Aspects that 
may cause change are likely to take two forms; measures to mitigate against the adverse effects of climate 
change and measures put in place to try and limit the future effects of it. 

12.7.2.5 The need for increased flood defence measures is likely to be a driver for change in relation to the coastline 
and water courses as well as potential changes to other land use practices. 

12.7.2.6 Net Zero carbon emission targets are likely to see an increase in renewable energy development, which is 
likely to include further onshore and offshore wind farm development, tidal and wave power projects and 
solar development. A number of operational WTGs are located at Bruxiehill and it is expected that additional 
applications for renewable energy development in this area will be forthcoming in the future. This may result 
in a need for further grid infrastructure development to connect with the national grid and consumers. 

12.7.2.7 Increased walking, cycling and public transport infrastructure may result in changes within urban and rural 
areas to accommodate this with the aim of reducing vehicular travel and providing increased amenity 
resources. 

12.7.2.8 Following the United Kingdom’s exit from the European Union, new policies are being drawn up to replace 
the Common Agricultural Policy. This may result in different agricultural practices being subsidised so that 
land-uses and land management practices that can reduce or offset carbon emissions become more 
prevalent. These may include increased tree cover, hedgerow planting and areas being left ungrazed. There 
may also be increases in food production in the UK in order to reduce our need to import, which may also 
change farming infrastructure and practices. 

12.7.2.9 The recent change in how people work – at home rather than travelling to offices – is likely to continue and 
may result in changes to town centres where there is a focus on commercial property. Such changes may 
also put more development pressure on rural communities. 

12.7.2.10 It is anticipated that there will be some change in the future landscape and visual baseline, as described 
qualitatively above, however the LVIA undertaken has not quantified these changes further due to the 
uncertainty surrounding the nature, type and timing of changes to the baseline. 

12.7.3 Summary of Baseline Environment 

12.7.3.1 The 5 km Study Area encompasses landscape characterised as Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire 
(LCT 12), along the coastline; and backing LCT 12, Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17). 
Landscape within these LCTs is locally designated as the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA. There are 
valued views out to sea from the coastline and dunes, with visitor access to relatively remote beaches such 
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as Kirktown Beach and Scotstown Head. Heritage assets such as St Fergus's Church (remains) are locally 
distinct and add time depth to the landscape. The area around the Onshore Development Area is lightly 
settled with individual properties nearby to the south at Lunderton Cottages and Lunderton with Peterhead 
further south. To the west, are isolated properties atop Bearhill. North of the Onshore Development Area 
are properties at North and South Kirkton, with the village of St Fergus further north. Covering an area larger 
than the village itself, the St Fergus Gas Terminal lies to its north. The A90 is the largest road within the 5 km 
Study Area and runs broadly north to south linking St Fergus and Peterhead. Core paths and the Kirkton 
Beach Footpath run along the coastline. 

12.8 Limitation and Assumptions 

12.8.1 Introduction 

12.8.1.1 The preparation of ZTVs, wireline visualisations and photomontages as assessment tools incorporates 
certain limitations, including the accuracy of the Digital Terrain Model (DTM). The use of detailed terrain 
models such as Ordnance Survey (OS) Terrain 5, production of visualisations and photomontages to 
recognised standards and field survey assessment of potential impacts aids in minimising these limitations. 

12.8.1.2 It is not possible to visit every part of the 5 km Study Area when undertaking field surveys and therefore 
some aspects of the assessment are based on desktop study and professional experience. It is considered 
that public roads and footpaths across the 5 km Study Area have provided sufficient coverage to form the 
basis of a robust assessment throughout the Landscape and Visual Amenity chapter. 

12.8.1.3 The photomontages supporting the Landscape and Visual Amenity chapter (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: 
Figure 12-10 to Figure 12-19) show an indicative 3D model representation of the OnSS and EBI within the 
context of a Project Design Envelope, representing the maximum height of the tallest component and 
maximum footprint of all the infrastructure. The Project Design Envelope represents the maximum size of 
the components of the OnSS and EBI and the space within which they would be located. Ultimately, the 
components of the OnSS and EBI would be smaller than the full extent allocated in the Project Design 
Envelope and their exact location and orientation within the Project Design Envelope will be defined as part 
of the detailed design stage. The photomontages have adopted an indicative FFL for the OnSS and EBI 
platform of 17 m AOD. The EIA assesses the Maximum Parameter Envelope shown in the photomontages, 
with the 3D model of the OnSS and EBI provided for illustration only. The layout and form of the OnSS and 
EBI 3D model shown in the photomontages in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-10 to Figure 12-19 is 
an example; the photomontages do not include details such as building colour or materiality and could differ 
from the eventual design of the OnSS and EBI. Consideration of the colour and finish of the proposed OnSS 
and EBI will form a component of the detailed design process and be subject to consent condition once a 
finalised layout option is confirmed and be informed by the locally appropriate building vernacular. 

12.8.2 Impacts Scoped out of the EIAR 

12.8.2.1 The LVIA covers all potential impacts identified during scoping, as well as any further potential impacts that 
have been highlighted as the EIA has progressed as outlined in Section 12.11.  

12.8.2.2 However, following consideration of the baseline environment, the project description outlined in Chapter 
ER.B.4: Project Description and in line with the Scoping Opinion a number of impacts are not considered in 
detail within this EIAR, as illustrated in Table 12-6.  
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Table 12-6 Impacts scoped out of the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

Potential Impact Project Aspect  Project Phase  Justification 

Permanent changes to views 

and visual amenity 

Onshore Export Cable Corridor 

(ECC) 

Operation and 

Maintenance 

Low potential for significant effects on views 

and visual amenity, as the Onshore Export 

Cable will be buried underground during its 

operational period and land within the ECC 

and Landfall Compound will be re-instated 

during the construction phase. 

12.8.3 Embedded Mitigation 

Types of Mitigation 

12.8.3.1 As part of the project design process, a number of measures have been proposed to reduce the potential for 
effects on the landscape and visual resource. These include measures which have been incorporated as part 
of the Onshore Development’s design (referred to as ‘primary mitigation’), mitigation to reduce impacts to 
acceptable levels (referred to as ‘secondary mitigation’) and measures which would be implemented as best 
practice, regardless of the impact assessment (referred to as ‘tertiary mitigation’).  

12.8.3.2 Primary mitigation measures, including those proposed in the shown Indicative Landscaping Strategy 
(Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3) are considered inherently part of the design of the Onshore 
Development and have therefore been considered in the assessment of effects presented in Section 12.11 
in this LVIA, at Year 1 immediately post construction and at Year 15 with establishment and growth. In 
Section 12.11, where the Year 1 assessment identifies no significant effects a Year 15 assessment has not 
been undertaken. These primary mitigation measures will be implemented through commitments for 
landscape design measures.  

Primary Mitigation 

12.8.3.3 Primary mitigation proposals for the Onshore Development have involved the sensitive siting and design of 
the OnSS and EBI, Landfall Compound Area of Search and Onshore ECC during the site selection process, to 
avoid or reduce potential effects. The site selection process considered constraints relating to physical 
landscape elements (including woodland, trees and hedgerows), landscape character and visual amenity, 
together with other environmental and technical constraints.  

12.8.3.4 The sensitivity of the surrounding landscape; and of residents, road-users and recreational users of the 
landscape was a key consideration in the site selection of the OnSS and EBI, with the OnSS and EBI located 
in an area that has relatively few visual receptors. The ability of the landscape to accommodate the Onshore 
Development was considered in relation to the existing screening provided by landform and particularly the 
extent of existing woodland cover around the OnSS and EBI. In particular, the siting of the OnSS and EBI 
platform has been considered to take advantage of the large existing areas of coniferous woodland to the 
north and south, which provide considerable screening of the OnSS and EBI and will reduce the visual 
influence of the Onshore Development. 

12.8.3.5 The position of the OnSS and EBI, on the gently undulating agricultural land of the north-east Aberdeenshire 
coast, provides visual screening of the Onshore Development by existing landscape elements within the 5 km 
Study Area. The DSM ZTV in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-8 illustrates the pattern of theoretical 
visibility taking account of this screening and indicates that views of the Onshore Development are generally 
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confined to a localised area. From the outset, a combination of large coastal dunes, landform and existing 
coniferous woodland provides a degree of mitigation of landscape and visual effects for a number of visual 
receptors.  

12.8.3.6 Primary mitigation will be implemented through commitments for landscape, shown in the Indicative 
Landscaping Strategy (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3). 

12.8.3.7 The purpose of this Indicative Landscaping Strategy is to outline the requirement and commitment for 
landscape mitigation measures that are reflective of the surveys and impact assessment carried out for the 
Onshore Development. The final detail of the mitigation and enhancement measures will be provided 
through a future Landscape Management Plan (LMP), which will be produced post-consent and be pursuant 
to relevant conditions of the planning permission in principle and deemed planning permission.  

12.8.3.8 The Indicative Landscaping Strategy shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3 shows the proposed 
outline arrangement of the woodland, hedgerow and grassland establishment around the OnSS and EBI. 
Large existing areas of coniferous woodland to the north and south provide considerable screening of the 
OnSS and EBI. The design approach in the Indicative Landscaping Strategy expands the screening provided 
by these areas of existing woodland, with proposed woodland and hedgerow planting to the west of the 
OnSS and EBI together with scattered tree planting and re-instatement of areas of neutral grassland to the 
east of the OnSS and EBI. The intention of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy is to provide a layered 
screening approach to offset the appearance of the OnSS and EBI in the landscape while also providing 
ecological benefits through the re-instatement and expansion of broadleaved woodland, hedgerow and 
grassland habitats. 

12.8.3.9 In summary the Indicative Landscaping Strategy shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3 consists 
of the following: 

• Proposed mixed broadleaved woodland planting to the west of the OnSS and EBI and along the 
southern edge of the proposed access road, to provide screening in views from local residences 
and the A90 to the west and to connect areas of existing coniferous and mixed woodland to the 
north and south. A ‘glades and groves’ approach to forestry creation/woodland screening is 
proposed, involving creating a mixture of open glades (clearings) and dense groves (clusters of 
trees), in order to maximise ecological diversity, resilience and aesthetic/screening function, with 
the shapes of the woodland groves loosely following the contours of the land in this area. Mixed 
broadleaved woodland planting area is approximately 1.3 ha in area. Broadleaved woodland 
species proposed to be planted include Alnus glutinosa (black alder), Betula pendula (silver birch), 
Betula pubescens (downy birch), Corylus avellana (common hazel), Crataegus monogyna 
(hawthorn), Pinus pinaster (maritime pine), Pinus sylvestris (Scots pine), Quercus petraea (sessile 
oak) and Sorbus aucuparia (rowan). Trees will be selected with local provenance where possible 
and tree protection against voles, rabbits and roe deer will be provided by tree shelters. The 
future LMP will include provision for the maintenance of planted areas. 

• Proposed species rich hedgerow planting on both sides of the access road connecting to the A90 
and around the western and southern boundaries of the field to the west of the OnSS and EBI. 
Mixed proposed species rich hedgerow of approximately 0.22 ha or 1,490 m in length. Hedgerow 
species proposed to be planted include Acer campestre (field maple), Corylus avellana (common 
hazel), Prunus spinosa (blackthorn), Rosa canina (dog rose) and Crataegus monogyna 
(hawthorn).  

• Establishment of species rich grassland glades within the proposed broadleaved woodland 
planted areas. Species rich grassland areas amount to approximately 1 ha in area.  
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• Should the landfall compound be located to the immediate east of the OnSS and EBI, areas of 
existing broadleaf woodland will be retained and protected where they are located outside the 
landfall compound, and reinstatement of neutral grassland with scattered trees habitat will be 
undertaken where planting is not constrained by underground cables or TJBs. Should the landfall 
compound be located elsewhere within the Landfall Compound Area of Search, reinstatement of 
dune grassland habitat within the 50 m wide onshore export cable corridor and in the area of the 
landfall compound will be undertaken.  

12.8.3.10 The assessment of effects on landscape and visual amenity undertaken in Section 12.11 assume primary 
mitigation will be implemented through commitments for landscape design measures shown in outline in 
the Indicative Landscaping Strategy (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3). Operational phase effects are 
assessed after landscape reinstatement immediately post construction at year 1; and a further assessment 
of the residual effects at 15 years post planting is made for receptors that may experience significant effects, 
which considers the effect with landscape mitigation proposals after establishment and growth at 15 years 
post planting.  

12.8.3.11 Areas of woodland and hedgerows planted as part of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy during the onshore 
site preparation works and at the end of the construction phase, shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: 
Figure 12-3, are assumed to have established and will be showing good vigour during the early part of the 
operational phase, providing progressive screening from an initially limited level of screening when first 
planted, through partial screening during establishment in the interim to more effective mitigation screening 
of the OnSS and EBI when maturing, from approximately 15 years post planting. 

12.8.3.12 It is intended that the future LMP delivers more than just planting with a sole screening function. The 
Salamander Project is committed to delivering a Net Positive Impact on Biodiversity (as outlined in 
accompanying report RP.B.1 - Net Positive Biodiversity Strategy) as well as delivering compensatory tree 
planting (as described in Volume ER.B.4 Annex 4.1: Forestry Appraisal).  

12.8.3.13 The following primary mitigation measures are also embedded within the detailed design of the onshore 
ECC:  

• A cable corridor of installed works of up to 30 m;  

• As far as reasonably practicable, minimise tree loss along the onshore ECC (if an onshore ECC is 
required) through careful siting of the works areas for the cable corridor / cable trench 
installation; 

• Protect existing scattered trees and woodland vegetation during the construction phase where 
appropriate; and 

• During the detailed design process, the specification and design of permanent security fencing 
will be consistent with the coastal and agricultural setting, where possible, to reduce effects upon 
visual amenity in this location. 

Tertiary Mitigation 

12.8.3.14 As described above, a future Landscape Management Plan (LMP) will be developed post-consent, in 
accordance with the Indicative Landscaping Strategy presented in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3, 
which will include mitigation measures to help minimise potential landscape and visual effects whilst 
promoting ecological benefit. 

12.8.3.15 In addition to the mitigation proposals detailed above, a number of tertiary measures would be 
implemented as best practice, regardless of the impact assessment and will be developed as part of the 
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detailed design process, including the finalised layout, design and materials specification for the Onshore 
Development. 

12.8.3.16 The embedded mitigation relevant to the LVIA is presented in Table 12-7. 

Table 12-7 Embedded Mitigation for Landscape and Visual Amenity 

Potential Impact and 

Effect 

Mitigation ID Mitigation  Project Aspect  Project Phase  

Primary 

Presence of construction 

activity and partially 

completed structures 

within the Onshore 

Development Area 

and views of the 

construction works 

associated with 

construction of the 

Onshore Development. 

 

Co52 The Salamander Project has taken the 

decision to remove trenched landfall 

solutions from the design envelope as a 

landfall installation methodology and 

has committed to using a trenchless 

installation solution between Mean 

Low Water Springs (MLWS) and the 

landward side of the foredunes. 

OnSS and EBI, Landfall, 

Onshore ECC 

Construction and 

Operation and 

Maintenance 

Presence of the operational 

Onshore Development 

within the landscape, 

resulting in effect on 

characteristics and qualities 

of landscape receptors and 

visual amenity. 

Co52 The Salamander Project has taken the 

decision to remove trenched landfall 

solutions from the design envelope as a 

landfall installation methodology and 

has committed to using a trenchless 

installation solution between Mean 

Low Water Springs (MLWS) and the 

landward side of the foredunes. 

OnSS and EBI, Landfall, 

Onshore ECC 

Construction and 

Operation and 

Maintenance 

Co76 Detailed design will be developed for 

the OnSS and EBI, which will include 

details regarding design and access. 

Examples of such detailed design 

information includes (but are not 

limited to): building heights and form; 

site layout; external appearance and 

colours; security fencing; vehicular and 

pedestrian access. 

 

 

Onshore ECC, Landfall  Operation and 

Maintenance 



Salamander Offshore Wind Farm Onshore EIA Report 
August 2024   

   

  

ER.B.3.12 Landscape and Visual Amenity  Page 22/106 

Tertiary 

Presence of construction 

activity and partially 

completed structures 

within the Onshore 

Development Area 

and views of the 

construction works 

associated with 

construction of the 

Onshore Development. 

Co78 Best practice will be followed to ensure 

that potential habitat loss is minimised 

throughout the proposed works. 

OnSS and EBI, Landfall Construction and 

Operation and 

Maintenance 

Presence of the operational 

Onshore Development 

within the landscape, 

resulting in effect on 

characteristics and qualities 

of landscape receptors and 

visual amenity. 

 

Co64 Following construction, temporary 

construction areas not required for the 

operational phase (including for 

landscape, forestry and/or biodiversity 

measures) will be reinstated where 

practicable in consultation with land-

owners. 

OnSS and EBI Construction and 

Decommissioning 

Co71 A Landscape Management Plan (LMP) 

will be developed post-consent, in 

accordance with the Indicative 

Landscaping Strategy, which will 

include mitigation measures to help 

minimise potential landscape and visual 

effects whilst promoting ecological 

benefit. 

OnSS and EBI, Landfall Construction and 

Operation and 

Maintenance 

12.9 Project Design Envelope Parameters  

12.9.1.1 As the exact route for the offshore export cables to come ashore is currently unknown, the location for the 
Landfall Compound cannot yet be defined, and consequently it is possible this compound may be located 
elsewhere within the Landfall Compound Area of Search (Figure 12-2). It is possible for example, that the 
Landfall Compound may be co-located close to the OnSS and EBI or elsewhere within the Landfall Compound 
Area of Search, such as located in the far north of the Landfall Compound Area of Search. In this latter 
scenario, the onshore export cables will be installed using open cut trenching between the landfall 
compound and the OnSS and EBI compounds, within an approximately 1.5 km x 50 m export cable 
construction corridor. If the Landfall Compound is located closer to the OnSS and EBI, south of the Cuttie 
Burn, the length of the Onshore ECC would be notably reduced, if required at all, however a Landfall 
Compound sited to the east of the OnSS and EBI would result in physical loss of broadleaf woodland in this 
area. It is considered that a Landfall Compound sited to the immediate east of the OnSS and EBI provides a 
realistic worst-case scenario for Landscape and Visual Amenity, due to the extent of broadleaf woodland 
that would be removed to facilitate the construction of the Landfall Compound, resulting in both physical 
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effects during the construction period and longer-term effects on landscape character and visual amenity 
during the operational phase. 

12.9.1.2 The Project Design Envelope parameters relevant to Landscape and Visual Amenity are set out in Table 12-
8, which sets out the realistic worst-case scenario based on the design option (or combination of options) 
that represents the greatest potential for landscape and visual impacts, based on the Project Design set out 
in Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 4: Project Description. Confidence can be taken that development of any 
alternative options within the Salamander Project Design Envelope parameters will give rise to no effects 
greater or worse than those assessed in this impact assessment.  

Table 12-8 Project Design Envelope parameters for Landscape and Visual Amenity 

Potential Impact and 

Effect 

Project Design Envelope parameters 

Construction 

Presence of construction 

activity and partially 

completed structures  

The realistic worst-case scenario design envelope parameters relevant to Landscape and Visual Amenity are 

assumed to include the following with respect to the construction works for the Onshore Development (refer 

to Volume B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-2). This information is detailed in full within Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 

4: Project Description. 

• Landfall – a temporary landfall compound of ≤ 15,000 m² (and which may include ≤ 2 Transition Joint 

Bays (TJBs); the TBJs will be ≤ 25 x 10 m) within the Landfall Compound Area of Search, assumed to be 

located to the immediate east of the OnSS and EBI, and to the south of the Cuttie Burn. It is considered 

that this location provides a realistic worst-case scenario for Landscape and Visual Amenity, due to the 

extent of broadleaf woodland that would be removed to facilitate the construction of the landfall 

compound, resulting in both physical effects during the construction period and longer-term effects on 

landscape character and visual amenity during the operational phase, arising from loss of woodland and 

potential screening of the OnSS and EBI in views from coastal areas to the east/north-east of the OnSS 

and EBI. It is assumed that any alternative landfall compound location, such as in the far north of the 

Landfall Compound Area of Search, would have lesser effects on landscape and visual receptors overall, 

due to the retention of more existing broadleaf woodland and scattered trees to the east of the OnSS 

and EBI for all other alternatives. 

• Trenchless installation - trenchless landfall installation of export cables, requiring up to two trenchless 

ducts of up to 2,500 m x 1 m (each duct), to be bored beneath the foredunes and intertidal area at a 

minimum depth of 5 m. 

• Onshore Export Cables - As described above, the LVIA assumes that the landfall compound is located to 

the immediate east of the OnSS and EBI as a worst-case, however it is possible that a longer section of 

open cut trenching for the onshore export cables will be required if the landfall compound is located 

elsewhere, such as in the far north of the Landfall Compound Area of Search. The LVIA therefore 

considers a combination of options in order to assess the worst-case, assessing construction phase 

effects of onshore export cables installed using open cut trenching from the far north of the Landfall 

Compound Area of Search to the OnSS and EBI, within an area up to 1.5 km x 50 m export cable corridor. 

If the Landfall Compound was located closer to the OnSS and EBI, to the east of the OnSS and EBI, and 

south of the Cuttie Burn, the length of the Onshore ECC would be notably reduced, if required at all. For 

the purpose of the assessment, the Onshore ECC is assumed to consist of a temporary construction 

corridor of up to 50 m, which contains a haul road, between the far north of the Landfall Compound 
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Area of Search and the OnSS and EBI, and a final cable corridor of installed works of up to 30 m.   

• Haul Road – within the Onshore ECC (if an Onshore ECC is required) a temporary haul road will be 

constructed. This will measure up to 1.5 km long x 6 m wide, with a ≤ 30 x 6 m crossing of the Cuttie 

Burn if the landfall compound is located in the north of the Cuttie Burn within the Landfall Compound 

Area of Search.  

• Access Road - to provide access to the OnSS and EBI an access road will be installed as part of the 

preliminary works at the start of construction, which will be converted into a permanent access road. A 

section of the A90 is included within the Onshore Development Area, and it is assumed verge clearance 

will be undertaken of this area. The access road will be approximately 1.1 km in length, with a total 

width of 15 m, comprising 7 m of hard-standing and 8 m for total storage and fencing. 

• OnSS and EBI - the construction of the OnSS and EBI in line with methods described in Volume ER.B.2, 

Chapter 4: Project Description. The total installed footprint of the OnSS would be up to 5,000 m², with 

the EBI being up to 25,000 m². In addition, a temporary logistics compound will be created for both the 

OnSS and EBI, which will total 15,000 m². 

 

Operation and Maintenance 

Presence of the Onshore 

Development within the 

landscape. 

The assessment in the LVIA in Section 12.11 assumes a Project Design Envelope for the OnSS, which includes 

the OnSS, as described in Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 4: Project Description. The LVIA assumes a maximum 

height of 15 m for the OnSS based on the maximum height of the equipment in the exterior switchyard and 

EBI, including battery storage areas. An indicative Finished Floor Level (FFL) of 17 m AOD is assumed for the 

purpose of the LVIA. Lightning protection rods for the OnSS and EBI are assumed to be 5 m above the tallest 

structure (maximum height of rods to be 20 m).  

The indicative layout assumed for the OnSS and EBI is shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-2 and 

is subject to the worst-case design parameters set out in Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 4: Project Description, 

Table 4.25. The equipment assumed to be located within the OnSS includes transformers, shunt reactors, 

dynamic reactive power compensation, harmonic filters and various switchgear (either air or gas-insulated). 

The OnSS equipment will either be housed within a single or multiple building(s), in an open yard or a 

combination of the above. The EBI will comprise any of (or a combination of) the following: an energy storage 

technology such as batteries, energy conversion technology such as power converters, balance of plant 

equipment such as transformers, switchgear, computing and monitoring equipment, as well as cables or 

busbars to connect these to the rest of the OnSS. Some permanent lighting will be required. Lighting will be 

reserved for building entrances / key routes, and the lighting will be directional to minimise overspill. 

The Onshore Development will have a 35 year lifespan. 

Effect of views of the 

Onshore Development 

on characteristics and 

qualities of coastal and 

landscape receptors, 

including the effects of 

lighting at night. 

Effect of views of the 

Onshore Development 

on visual amenity, 

including the effects of 

lighting at night. 

Decommissioning 

Presence of activity and 

partially dismantled 

structures in 

landscape and views 

during decommissioning 

of the Onshore 

Development. 

At this stage, the realistic worst-case design envelope during decommissioning is considered similar to the 

worst-case design envelope during construction, and it is assumed that the realistic worst-case scenario will 

involve full removal of infrastructure placed during the construction phase. The onshore export cables will 

be pulled out of the cable ducts and taken away for deconstruction, while the ducts, jointing pits and link 

boxes will be removed only if it is feasible with minimal environmental disturbance or if their removal is 

required to return the land to its current use.  
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12.10 Assessment Methodology 

12.10.1.1 Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 6: EIA Assessment Methodology sets out the general approach to the assessment 
of potential significant effects that may arise from the Salamander Project. 

12.10.1.2 Whilst Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 6: EIA Assessment Methodology provides a general framework for 
identifying impacts and assessing the significance of their effects, in practice the approaches and criteria 
applied across different topics vary. 

12.10.1.3 A summary of the approach to the LVIA that has been addressed in the EIA is outlined below. 

Overview 

12.10.1.4 The Landscape and Visual Amenity chapter has followed the methodology set out in Volume ER.B.4 Annex 
12.1: Landscape and Visual Impact Methodology, which accords with the Landscape Institute and Institute 
of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA) (2013) Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment, 3rd Edition (GLVIA3) and other best practice guidance. An overview of the LVIA process is 
provided here and illustrated, diagrammatically in Graphic 12-1. 

 

Graphic 12-1 Overview of Approach to the LVIA 
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12.10.1.5 The LVIA assesses the likely effects that the Construction, Operation and Maintenance and Decommissioning 
of the Onshore Development may have on the landscape and visual resource, encompassing effects on 
landscape character, designated landscapes, visual effects and cumulative effects. 

12.10.1.6 An appropriate and proportionate level of assessment has been undertaken and agreed through 
consultation at the scoping stage. The level of assessment may be ‘preliminary’ (requiring desk-based data 
analysis) or ‘detailed’ (requiring site surveys and investigations in addition to desk-based analysis. 

12.10.1.7 The LVIA involves a combination of quantitative and qualitative assessment and a consensus of professional 
opinion has been sought through consultation, internal peer review, and the adoption of a systematic, 
impartial, and professional approach.  

12.10.1.8 Essentially, landscape and visual effects (and whether they are significant in EIA terms) is determined by an 
assessment of the ‘sensitivity’ of each receptor or group of receptors and the ‘magnitude of change’ that 
would result from the Onshore Development. 

12.10.1.9 The evaluation of sensitivity takes account of the value and susceptibility of the receptor to the Onshore 
Development. This is combined with an assessment of the magnitude of change which takes account of the 
size and scale of the proposed change. By combining assessments of sensitivity and magnitude of change, a 
level of landscape or visual effect can be evaluated and determined. The resulting level of effect is described 
in terms of whether it is significant or not significant, and the geographical extent, duration and the type of 
effect is assessed as either direct or indirect; temporary or permanent (reversible); cumulative; and 
beneficial, neutral or adverse. 

Definitions of Sensitivity, Value and Magnitude 

12.10.1.10 An evaluation of sensitivity to change has been applied for each receptor – high, medium-high, medium, 
medium-low and low – by combining individual assessments of the value of the receptor and its susceptibility 
to the specific type of change associated with the development proposed. The basis for the assessments has 
been made clear using evidence and professional judgement in the evaluation of sensitivity for each 
receptor, informed by criteria that tend towards higher or lower sensitivity, which are set out in Volume 
ER.B.4, Annex 12-1: Landscape and Visual Impact Methodology. 

12.10.1.11 The magnitude of change affecting landscape receptors is an expression of the scale of the change that will 
result from the Onshore Development and is dependent on a number of variables regarding the size or scale 
of the change that will be experienced. The magnitude of change resulting from the Onshore Development 
is described as ‘High’, ‘High-medium’, ‘Medium’, ‘Medium-low’ ‘Low’ and ‘Negligible’ for landscape and 
visual receptors and is described further in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 12-1: Landscape and Visual Impact 
Methodology. 

Defining Impact Significance 

12.10.1.12 The matrix presented in Table 12-9 helps to inform the threshold of significance when combining sensitivity 
and magnitude to assess significance. In line with the emphasis placed in GLVIA3 upon the application of 
professional judgement, an overly mechanistic reliance upon a matrix is avoided through the provision of 
clear and accessible narrative explanations of the rationale underlying the assessment made for each 
landscape and visual receptor.  

12.10.1.13 Significant landscape and visual effects are shaded red in Table 12-9. They relate to all those effects that 
result in a ‘Major’ or a ‘Major / Moderate’ level of effect. Moderate levels of effect (shaded orange) may be 
significant or not significant subject to the assessor’s opinion, which are explained further with professional 
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judgement. Yellow and grey shaded boxes in Table 12-9 indicate a non-significant effect. In those instances 
where there would be no effect, the magnitude has been recorded as ‘Zero’ and the level of effect as ‘None’. 

12.10.1.14 Table 12-9 presents the significance matrix that informs the LVIA. 

Table 12-9 Significance of Effect Matrix 

Significance of effect  Magnitude of change 

Negligible Low Medium-low Medium Medium-high High 

Se
ns

it
iv

it
y 

Low Negligible  

(Not 

Significant) 

Negligible 

(Not 

Significant) 

Minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Moderate / 

minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Moderate  

(Significant or 

Not Significant) 

Medium-

low 

Negligible  

(Not 

Significant) 

Minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Moderate / 

minor  

(Not 

Significant) 

Moderate 

(Significant or 

Not Significant) 

Moderate 

(Significant or 

Not Significant) 

Medium Minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Moderate / 

minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Moderate 

(Significant or 

Not Significant) 

Moderate 

(Significant or 

Not Significant) 

Major / 

Moderate 

(Significant) 

Medium-

high 

Minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Moderate / 

minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Moderate 

(Significant or 

Not Significant) 

Moderate 

(Significant or 

Not Significant) 

Major / 

Moderate 

(Significant) 

Major  

(Significant) 

High Minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Moderate / 

minor 

(Significant / 

Not Significant) 

Moderate 

(Significant or 

Not Significant) 

Major / 

Moderate  

(Significant) 

Major 

(Significant) 

Major  

(Significant) 

Geographical Extent 

12.10.1.15 The geographic extent over which the landscape and visual effects will be experienced is also assessed, which 
is distinct from the size or scale of effect. This evaluation is not combined in the assessment of the level of 
magnitude, but instead expresses the extent of the receptor that will experience a particular magnitude of 
change and therefore the geographical extents of the significant and not significant effects. 
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12.10.1.16 The reasoning behind this approach is explained in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 12-1: Landscape and Visual Impact 
Methodology. 

Duration and Reversibility 

12.10.1.17 The duration and reversibility of landscape and visual effects is based on the period over which the Onshore 
Development is likely to exist, and the extent to which it will be removed and its effects reversed at the end 
of that period. OPEN’s methodology does not include duration and reversibility as part of magnitude of 
change, instead these are determined separately in relation to the assessed effects.  

12.10.1.18 Long-term, medium-term and short-term landscape and visual effects are defined as follows: 

• Long-term – more than 10 years; 

• Medium-term – 6 to 10 years; and 

• Short-term – 1 to 5 years. 

Visual Representations Methodology 

12.10.1.19 The methodology for the production of visual representations (photomontages and ZTVs) of the Onshore 
Development is set out in full in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 12.1: Landscape and Visual Impact Methodology. 

12.10.1.20 The visual representations presented in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Landscape and Visual Impact 
Visualisations, Figure 12-10 to Figure 12-19, were produced in accordance with Visual Representation of 
Wind farms (NatureScot, 2017) and Visual Representation of Development Proposals (TGN 06/19) 
(Landscape Institute, 2019). The photomontages show an indicative 3D model representation of the OnSS 
and EBI within the context of a Maximum Parameter Envelope (in transparent purple), representing their 
maximum height and footprint. The EIA assesses the Maximum Parameter Envelope with the 3D model 
provided for illustration only. The layout and form of the OnSS and EBI 3D model shown in the 
photomontages is an example; it does not include details such as building colour or materiality and could 
differ from the eventual design of the OnSS and EBI. 

12.10.1.21 The ZTVs in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Landscape and Visual Impact Visualisations, Figure 12-7 and Figure 
12-8 have also been produced in line with guidance (NatureScot, 2017) and are generated using 
Geographical Information System (GIS) software (ESRI ArcGIS Version 10.5) to model the theoretical visibility 
of the Offshore Array. The ZTVs in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1 Figure 12-7 and Figure 12-8a-b were 
calculated by modelling the OnSS and EBI at 15 m above ground level using a grid of points generated across 
the OnSS and EBI model at 5 m intervals (the highest resolution possible). The visibility values are relative to 
how many points that locations are able to see, with a higher value determining that the location can see 
more of OnSS and EBI than other areas with lower values, with less visibility. Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1 
Figure 12-8a was calculated with woodland areas provided by Ordinance Survey modelled at 10 m above 
ground level (as a realistic estimation of woodland heights), placed on top of the bare ground DTM (5m 
resolution). Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1 Figure 12-8b has woodland modelled at 5 m above ground height 
(as a more conservative estimation of woodland height). The ZTVs do not take account of the screening 
effect of buildings. 
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12.11 Impact Assessment 

12.11.1.1 The assessment in this section has been undertaken in respect of the whole Onshore Development, taking 
account of the relevant Project Design Envelope parameters detailed in Table 12-8.  

12.11.2 Construction 

Potential Effects During Construction on Physical Landscape  

12.11.2.1 Full descriptions of the construction works related to the Onshore Development are provided in Volume 
ER.B.2, Chapter 4: Project Description.  

12.11.2.2 As trenchless technology will be employed to bring the offshore export cable ashore, no physical disturbance 
of the beach or intertidal area is predicted and as a result, there will be no physical landscape effect on the 
intertidal area. 

12.11.2.3 Construction of the Onshore Development may result in physical landscape effects on physical landscape 
elements within the Onshore Development Area, including areas of dune grassland, neutral grassland with 
scattered trees and areas of mixed, broadleaved and coniferous woodland (as described in Volume ER.B.4, 
Annex 9.1: Phase 1 Habitats). These physical landscape elements (receptors) with the potential to 
experience significant effects as a result of the construction of the Onshore Development are assessed for 
the following impacts during construction: 

• Changes to landscape character;  

• Changes to the special qualities of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA; and 

• Changes to views and visual amenity. 

Dune Grassland 

Baseline 

12.11.2.4 The Landfall Compound Area of Search includes part of the north-east Aberdeenshire coastline that 
comprises wide sandy beaches, extensive coastal dune systems covered with marram grass backing the 
beaches and rocky outcrops at Scotstown head, Kirkton Head and Craigewan. The beaches and dunes are 
key characteristics of the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12), which runs along the coastline. 
These are described as “wind-sculpted seaward dunes to the east and comparatively solid landward dunes 
to the west" that are held together by moss and marram grass. 

Sensitivity of the Receptor 

12.11.2.5 Dune Grassland is considered to have a high sensitivity, reflecting that it is of high value and high 
susceptibility, for the reasons given below. 

12.11.2.6 Value: Dunes are considered high value as they are strong contributors to the scenic quality of the coastal 
landscape that enhance its recreational value and importance for nature conservation. "Expansive beaches 
backed by rolling dunes" with "views from beaches (that) are typically directed out to sea or along the coast" 
and an "Overriding horizontal composition, emphasised by low-lying landform and 'soft' gradual transition 
from land to sea" are protected by planning policy as special qualities of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast 
SLA. Long sandy beaches and extensive dune systems that extend along much of the coastline between 
Peterhead and Fraserburgh are notable characteristics of the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire 
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(LCT 12). Loch of Strathbeg, Britain's largest dune loch and a Special Protection Area for wildlife maintained 
by the RSPB, adjoins the dunes near Rattray Head. 

12.11.2.7 Susceptibility: Dunes grassland is inherently fragile and considered to have a high susceptibility to changes 
associated within the construction of the Onshore Development, in particular construction works relating to 
the landfall compound and the onshore ECC to the OnSS and EBI. Much of the Landfall Compound Area of 
Search comprises dune grassland extending on the inland side of the shifting dunes with marram that line 
the coast from Kirkton Head. This dune grassland has potential to be directly affected by the construction 
works relating to the onshore ECC and landfall compound, if the landfall compound is located in an 
alternative to the preferred location; this alternative location would be as close to the preferred location as 
possible, but potentially within the dune grassland habitat.  

Magnitude of Change 

12.11.2.8 Dune grassland is assessed as likely to undergo a high magnitude of change due to the direct changes to this 
physical landscape element within the footprint of the worst-case landfall compound (up to 15,000 m2) and 
the onshore ECC (consisting of a temporary construction corridor of up to 50 m and a cable corridor of 
installed works of up to 30 m) between the landfall compound and OnSS and EBI. As a result of the 
construction of the Onshore Development, there is likely to be a temporary physical loss of dune grassland 
and associated habitat within the footprint of the landfall compound, onshore ECC and haul road. The 
changes associated with these works will be localised in extent to the footprint of these particular 
construction areas and will be of short-term duration. Once construction and installation of the onshore ECC 
is complete, the landfall compound will be reinstated and the dune grassland habitat within the onshore ECC 
reinstated, as shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3. If a landfall compound location to the 
immediate east of the OnSS and EBI is used, given the close proximity of the OnSS and EBI to the landfall, 
the landfall works may be designed in such a way as to allow the offshore export cable(s) to be pulled directly 
into the OnSS, in which case no onshore export cables would be required and the magnitude of change 
arising would be low. However, a high magnitude of change is assessed as occurring for the worst-case 
design scenario involving the construction corridor of up to 50 m for the onshore ECC across the dune 
grassland, between the landfall compound and the OnSS and EBI.  

Significance of the Effect 

12.11.2.9 Should the landfall works be designed in such a way as to allow the offshore export cable(s) to be pulled 
directly into the OnSS, no onshore export cables would be required and the effect on the coastal dunes 
would be Not Significant (Minor) in EIA terms.  

12.11.2.10 Should the landfall compound be located to the far north of the Landfall Compound Area of Search (to assess 
the worst-case scenario in relation to the onshore ECC passing through dune grassland habitat), based on 
the combination of the high sensitivity of dune grassland and the anticipated high magnitude of change to 
this physical landscape element during construction, the effects on the dune grassland arising from 
construction of the Onshore Development is assessed as Significant (Major) in EIA terms. The nature of 
these effects will be direct, however as the physical elements of the dune grassland habitat will be reinstated 
at the end of the construction period, these effects are considered temporary and will be short-term during 
the construction period, and therefore not permanent.  
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Woodland (Broadleaved, Coniferous and Other Mixed Woodland) 

Baseline 

12.11.2.11 Woodland cover within the 5 km Study Area predominantly comprises coniferous plantation woodland with 
smaller areas of mixed woodland, often along watercourses or planted as shelterbelts around agricultural 
land and farmsteads. The largest area of woodland comprises the coniferous plantation along the Cuttie 
Burn, extending south behind dune systems to another watercourse; adjoining the A90 between 
Inverquinzie Cottages and St Fergus; and south-east of St Fergus. This is a notable area of mainly coniferous 
woodland with some mixed native species along the Cuttie Burn, with the woodland cover becoming more 
sporadic and patchier to the east on the sandy soils nearer the coastal dunes. Small groups of trees provide 
shelter at farmsteads or individual properties including North Kirkton, South Kirkton, Bearhill and Lunderton. 
These often include broad-leaved trees with similar woodland along the River Ugie and the Cuttie Burn.  

Sensitivity of the Receptor 

12.11.2.12 Woodland (broadleaved, coniferous and other mixed woodland) is assessed as having a high sensitivity to 
change, reflecting that areas of woodland are of high value and medium-high susceptibility, for the reasons 
given below.  

12.11.2.13 Value: Woodland, particularly coniferous woodland, is a relatively commonplace landscape element within 
the LVIA Study Area that contributes to the rural character and provides shelter, containment and structure 
within the rolling agricultural landscape. Coniferous forest is a key characteristic of the Coastal Agricultural 
Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17), within the area north of Peterhead. The areas within the Onshore 
Development Area consist of Sitka spruce (6 to 10 m high) estimated at 10-15 years “pole stage”, mainly well 
established with some areas of poorer growth, and areas of Lodgepole pine approximately 5 m in height. 
Mixed broadleaved species are mainly located in two smaller clumps to the east of the OnSS and EBI 
consisting alder, sycamore and willow 3 to 4 m in height, with areas of failed or struggling broadleaves still 
in tree shelters. Small groups of trees and areas of woodland are also features of the landscape, providing 
structure and enclosure. Broadleaved woodland in particular provides vital habitat corridors and afford 
biodiversity value as well as contributing to the local landscape character, increasing their value.  

12.11.2.14 Susceptibility: Coniferous plantation woodland within the Onshore Development Area is considered to have 
a medium susceptibility to changes associated with the Onshore Development. On the one hand, this 
landscape element is susceptible to losses arising as result of development, yet coniferous woodland is often 
planted as a commercial plantation and also provides opportunities within which development of this kind 
can be accommodated and visually screened, with potential to limit further changes in character in the 
surrounding landscape. Commercial coniferous plantations are considered less susceptible to felling than 
other areas of broadleaved woodland of higher quality and ecological diversity. Broadleaved woodland 
within the Onshore Development Area is considered to have a high susceptibility to changes associated with 
the Onshore Development. 

Magnitude of Change 

12.11.2.15 Woodland (broadleaved, coniferous and other mixed woodland) is assessed as undergoing a high magnitude 
of change due to the direct changes to this physical landscape element during construction within the 
footprint of the OnSS and EBI and landfall compound. Should the landfall compound be located to the 
immediate east of the OnSS and EBI and to the south of the Cuttie Burn, the physical loss of mature woodland 
will occur within the footprint of these areas, where woodland will be felled to facilitate the OnSS and EBI 
and landfall compounds. As defined by the Project Design Envelope, the Onshore Development will require 
the removal of 4.17 ha of woodland. This includes coniferous forestry as well as sporadic areas of 
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broadleaved woodland and scattered trees within the area to the east of the OnSS and EBI that will be felled 
as result of the construction of the Onshore Development, if this landfall compound location to the east of 
the OnSS and EBI is used. Many of the trees that will be removed are coniferous plantation woodland, with 
a lesser proportion of broadleaved species. Areas of woodland that will be removed have more presence 
when viewed from coastal locations, or the A90 west of the Onshore Development Area, as they provide 
part of woodland surrounding the OnSS and EBI. The area of woodland that will be removed generally has a 
lesser presence within the wider landscape due to the influence of adjoining woodland to the north and 
south. Woodland (other broadleaved) within the onshore ECC is assessed as undergoing a low magnitude of 
change on the assumption that the 50 m wide cable trench working area will largely be able to avoid the 
existing areas of woodland within the onshore ECC, which would be retained and protected, and therefore 
limit direct changes to this physical landscape element during construction. 

Significance of the Effect 

12.11.2.16 Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of woodland and the anticipated high magnitude of change 
arising during construction, the effect of the construction of the Onshore Development on areas of woodland 
(broadleaved, coniferous and other mixed woodland) is assessed as Significant (Major) and will result 
primarily from the construction of the OnSS and EBI and landfall compound. These effects will be direct. 
While the removal of trees within the OnSS and EBI footprint will be permanent, it is proposed that land 
within the landfall compound will be re-established with neutral grassland and scattered trees habitat (if 
located to the east of the OnSS and EBI), and that effects in that area will be temporary and medium-term 
until areas of re-planting have established and grown to their current heights. Felling of woodland within 
the OnSS and EBI is limited to nearby locations along the coast and the A90, where their lateral spread will 
appear relatively small, with the relatively compact shape of the area within which trees will be removed, 
limiting the visual impact of their removal. As shown in the Indicative Landscaping Strategy (Volume ER.B.5, 
Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3), broadleaved woodland planting is proposed to the west of the OnSS and EBI and 
along the southern edge of the proposed access road, to deliver gains for biodiversity and a screening 
function in views from local residences and the A90 to west, and to connect areas of existing coniferous and 
mixed woodland to the north and south. 

Agricultural Arable land 

Baseline 

12.11.2.17 The Onshore Development Area includes an area used for agriculture, immediately to the east of the A90 
trunk road. Agricultural practices including ploughing or sowing of fields, harvesting crops and operating 
farm machinery are a fundamental characteristic of the landscape throughout the 5 km Study Area. The 
nature of such land use means the appearance of the landscape, particularly in terms of ground cover, 
evolves and changes throughout the year. 

Sensitivity of the Receptor 

12.11.2.18 Agricultural land has been attributed a medium sensitivity rating, reflecting that it has medium value and 
low susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.2.19 Value: The Onshore Development Area is located within the locally designated North East Aberdeenshire 
Coast SLA, indicating a higher quality and value to this land. The special qualities of the SLA are protected by 
planning policy and mainly derive from the coastline, its distinctive coastal features and elements of heritage 
interest along the coast. Due to its relative lack of distinctiveness, the contribution of agricultural land to the 
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scenic value of the SLA is limited. Within the wider landscape context of the Onshore Development Area, 
agricultural land is a widespread and commonplace feature. 

12.11.2.20 Susceptibility: Agricultural land is widespread throughout the 5 km study area, and is a common element of 
both the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12), which runs along the coastline; and the Coastal 
Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17), which extends inland from the coast. The greater part of the 
5 km Study Area comprises farmland with a lesser proportion comprising urban development within 
Peterhead and St Fergus. The gas terminal at St Fergus occupies a notable proportion of the 5 km Study Area, 
much of which also contains minor roads and small, dispersed settlements that fragment the agricultural 
land. Due to agricultural land's capability to be reinstated following development or disturbance and the 
level of existing disruption resulting from crop cultivation, within arable areas, it is quite robust. The 
presence of St Fergus Gas Terminal and wind farms at Bruxiehill and Middleton of Rora indicates that areas 
of land can be removed from agricultural use with little detriment to its overall extent within the area. 

Magnitude of Change 

12.11.2.21 Agricultural land is assessed as undergoing a low magnitude of change due to the construction of the 
Onshore Development. Only the temporary storage and construction compound is located within 
agricultural land, while the construction of the OnSS and EBI will occur largely out with this agricultural land 
within adjoining forestry. During construction, compounds, plant, material storage areas and, potentially, 
laydown areas will be present within the area formerly within agricultural use. The temporary storage and 
construction compound will require removal of a relatively small area of land (6,407 m2) from agricultural 
use, which represents a small proportion of the wider agricultural landscape within LVIA Study Area. 

Significance of the Effect 

12.11.2.22 Based on the combination of the medium sensitivity of agricultural land and the low magnitude of change it 
will undergo, the effects of construction of the Onshore Development are assessed as Not Significant 
(Minor) in EIA terms. The effects of the temporary storage and construction compound on the agricultural 
land within which it will be located are assessed as direct, temporary and short-term. Agricultural land will 
be re-instated at the end of the construction period. 

Potential Effects During Construction on Landscape Character 

12.11.2.23 Construction phase effects on landscape character will occur as a result of the construction activities, 
including the presence and activity of construction works and plant during the stages of construction 
described in Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 4: Project Description, Section 4.9. These construction phase activities 
may combine to alter the perceived landscape character of the wider landscape around the Onshore 
Development Area through the visibility of these construction activities, however the principal effects will 
be on the ‘host’ landscape within which the Onshore Development Area is located – the Beaches, Dunes and 
Links (LCT 12) and the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, within which both physical effects and changes 
to perceived character during construction are likely to occur.  

12.11.2.24 Within and immediately adjacent to the worst-case landfall compound location, onshore ECC (if the location 
of the landfall compound requires this) and OnSS and EBI, the perceived character of the Beaches, Dunes 
and Links (LCT 12) and the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA is likely to be changed due to the construction 
activity within these areas, including a period of fencing, topsoil strip and storage, haul road construction, 
cable / duct installation, and period of jointing bay and cable installation. The changes to the Beaches, Dunes 
and Links (LCT 12) and the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA would, in the most part, be highly localised 
to the parts of the LCT within the Onshore Development Area. The changes to landscape character will be 
most notable within the area defined by coniferous forestry within which the OnSS and EBI are located, the 
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areas of dune grassland within the onshore ECC, and adjacent accessible dunes to the east, and the area 
around Mains of Inverugie and low hills at Hallmoss near the western boundary of the LCT when there will 
have been changes to the landcover and there are construction works occurring within the worst-case 
landfall compound, onshore ECC and OnSS and EBI. There will however be periods when there is relatively 
little construction activity except for HGVs using the haul road.  

12.11.2.25 The impacts on the landscape character will differ if the landfall compound is co-located immediately to the 
east of the OnSS and EBI or if it is located elsewhere within the landfall compound area of search, such as to 
the far north of this area. Should the landfall compound be located to the far north of the Landfall Compound 
Area of Search, onshore export cables will be required to connect the offshore export cables and the OnSS, 
and the key change within the landfall area and along the onshore ECC would be to the landcover of the 
dune grassland, as a result of vegetation and topsoil stripping, and to the landform as result of topsoil / 
subsoil storage mounds. Should the landfall compound be located to the immediate east of the OnSS and 
EBI (and south of the Cuttie Burn), and the offshore export cables pulled directly into the OnSS, the key 
change will be the removal of the broadleaved woodland and neutral grassland with scattered trees 
landcover within the landfall compound location. Such changes would only be distinguishable from the 
surrounding land use from the localised area of accessible dunes to the immediate west and north-west of 
this potential landfall compound location. The Beaches, Dunes and Links (LCT 12) has been assessed as 
having a medium-high sensitivity rating. 

12.11.2.26 During construction the magnitude of change to the landscape character of the Beaches, Dunes and Links 
(LCT 12) and the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA arising from the Onshore Development will differ 
depending on whether the landfall compound is co-located to the immediate east of the OnSS and EBI or 
elsewhere within the Landfall Compound Area of Search. These are considered in turn below. 

12.11.2.27 Assuming that the landfall compound is co-located to the immediate east of the OnSS and EBI, the magnitude 
of change to the landscape character of the Beaches, Dunes and Links (LCT 12) and the North East 
Aberdeenshire Coast SLA as a result of the construction of the Onshore Development is assessed as varying 
within these receptors, depending on proximity to the works being undertaken within the landfall 
compound, onshore ECC and OnSS and EBI. Potential changes are assessed to be of medium-high magnitude, 
and effects Significant (Major) in EIA terms, temporary and short-term, within the localised area around the 
OnSS and EBI and landfall compound, within areas of mixed broadleaf and coniferous forestry, adjacent 
accessible dune grassland areas to the east, and the areas around Lunderton and Hallmoss towards the LCT's 
western boundary (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-2). In this area the increase in construction 
activities, development influence and vehicular activities will be at variance to some of the key 
characteristics of the LCT and qualities of the SLA (such as its rolling dunes, gradual transition from land to 
sea and panoramic views). The magnitude of change will drop notably with increasing distance from the 
landfall compound, onshore ECC and OnSS and EBI, such that the effects on the wider landscape character 
of the Beaches, Dunes and Links (LCT 12) and the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, resulting from the 
construction of the Onshore Development, is assessed as low magnitude and Not Significant 
(Moderate/Minor) in EIA terms, temporary and short-term within the area north of the coniferous forestry 
to St Fergus Gas Terminal and along the coastline south of the Onshore Development as far as Roanheads in 
Peterhead.  

12.11.2.28 Should the landfall compound be located elsewhere within the landfall compound area of search, such as to 
the far north, potential changes to the landscape character of the Beaches, Dunes and Links (LCT 12) and the 
North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA arising from construction of the Onshore Development are assessed to 
also be of medium-high magnitude with Significant (Major) in EIA terms, temporary, short-term effects, with 
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the areas affected being further to the north including the dune grassland within this area and the 
characteristics of the LCT experienced particularly from the Kirkton Beach Footpath through the nearby 
accessible dunes of the LCT. The construction phase of the Onshore Development will have an impact on 
some of the LCT's key characteristics and the qualities of the SLA. In particular, the landfall compound and 
onshore ECC may be located within dune grassland and require removal of distinctive marram grass. The 
impact on the dune grassland landscape element and the local landscape character within the north of the 
Landfall Compound Area of Search in this scenario, will be Significant (Major) in EIA terms, during the 
construction period, but highly localised and short-term, reducing in magnitude and significance during the 
subsequent operational period post re-instatement. The impact of the Onshore Development during 
construction on the character of the wider area of the Beaches, Dunes and Links (LCT 12) and the North East 
Aberdeenshire Coast SLA outside the Landfall Compound Area of Search is assessed as being of low 
magnitude with a Not Significant (Moderate/Minor) in EIA terms, effect that will be temporary and short-
term. 

12.11.2.29 Visibility of the construction phase activities from the Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17) to 
the immediate west of the Onshore Development, may also result in changes to its perceived character, 
even though the construction works will take place wholly outside its area within the adjacent landscape of 
LCT 12. Construction of the OnSS and EBI is likely to be most visible from areas around Hallmoss and Bearhill, 
with the Bearhill area also affording locally elevated views over the landfall compound area of search beyond 
the OnSS and EBI. Potential changes are assessed to be of medium magnitude, and effects Not Significant 
(Moderate/Minor) in EIA terms, temporary and short-term, within the localised area around Bearhill 
towards the LCT's eastern boundary (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-2) and reducing with distance 
from the OnSS and EBI over the wider extents of LCT 17.  

Potential Effects during Construction on Views and Visual Amenity 

12.11.2.30 The construction of the Onshore Development will also result in visual effects, temporarily during the 
construction period, when the construction works may be seen by visual receptors such as local residents, 
motorists, walkers using footpaths or people visiting the coast.  

12.11.2.31 The visual effects arising as a result of the construction of the OnSS and EBI are assessed as being of no 
greater magnitude and significance on all viewpoints and visual receptors as those arising due to their 
operation and maintenance, as assessed in Section 12.11.3. The nature of effects differs primarily as the 
effects will be short-term and temporary during the length of the construction phase, and there may also be 
some variation in appearance of the construction activities, compared to the operational and maintenance 
phase, due to the appearance of partially constructed elements and the influence of construction 
compounds and plant visible during the construction phase, that will not be present during the operation 
and maintenance phase.  

12.11.2.32 Should the landfall compound be located to the immediate east of the OnSS and EBI, construction activity 
related to the landfall compound is unlikely to affect views experienced by local residents as there are no 
residential dwellings within the Onshore Development Area and views of construction works are also likely 
to be restricted by the coniferous woodland adjoining the northern and southern boundaries of the OnSS 
and EBI.  

12.11.2.33 Should the landfall compound be located elsewhere within the Landfall Compound Area of Search, 
construction of the landfall compound and onshore ECC is likely to be very limited from residential receptors 
outside the Onshore Development Area. Views will be screened from South Kirkton, by the north-south 
orientation of the house and the agricultural buildings to the immediate east; and restricted from North 
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Kirkton, by adjoining woodland that does not totally enclose the property. If located either to the north or 
south of the Landfall Compound Area of Search, views of the landfall compound from properties to the south 
and west such as the Lunderton area (Viewpoint 6 and 10) and Mains of Inverugie to the south will be 
screened by the intervening existing coniferous woodland belt.  

12.11.2.34 Should the landfall be located to the immediate east of the OnSS and EBI or to the north of the Landfall 
Compound Area of Search, construction of the landfall compound and onshore ECC will primarily result in 
effects on views experienced by people visiting the coast at Kirktown Beach and walking to the beach along 
the Kirktown Beach Footpath (Viewpoint 4). This local footpath takes a route from St Fergus's Church 
(remains) (Viewpoint 3) through the Landfall Compound Area of Search. It is within the North East 
Aberdeenshire Coast SLA indicating that views are of high value. As visitors to Kirktown Beach and walking 
along the Kirktown Beach Footpath take in views towards the Onshore Development Area, they are 
considered to be highly susceptible to the effects of its construction and of high sensitivity to change. The 
magnitude of change to views experienced by visitors to Kirktown Beach and walking along the Kirktown 
Beach Footpath as a result of the construction of the landfall compound and onshore ECC is assessed as 
intermittently high, with Significant (Major) in EIA terms, temporary and short-term effects, where the 
increase in construction activities, development influence and vehicular activities will be at variance to some 
of the key characteristics and qualities experienced in views from this footpath and beach. Effects of the 
construction of the landfall compound and onshore ECC are also assessed as being Significant (temporary 
and short-term) in EIA terms, on views experienced by people visiting St Fergus's Church (remains), which is 
outside the Landfall Compound Area of Search but at the start of the Kirktown Beach Footpath route.  

12.11.2.35 The construction phase effects of the landfall compound and onshore ECC are assessed as being Not 
Significant in EIA terms, on all other visual receptors and viewpoints identified in the operational phase 
assessment in Section 12.11.3, with the majority of these receptors being located further inland and 
therefore screened by the coniferous woodland belt, or at longer distance to the north and south along the 
coast. 

12.11.3 Operation and Maintenance 

12.11.3.1 This section assesses the effects on landscape and visual receptors of the operation and maintenance of the 
OnSS and EBI, which comprises the above ground infrastructure of the OnSS, EBI and battery storage 
compounds, and the access road from the A90. 

12.11.3.2 Under the operation and maintenance phase, the following impacts have been assessed: 

• Changes to landscape character;  

• Changes to the special qualities of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA; and 

• Changes to views and visual amenity. 

12.11.3.3 The components of the operational development that may be visible and give rise to these effects are 
described in full in Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 4: Project Description are within the OnSS and EBI, which will be 
split into three compounds, consisting of the OnSS compounds and the EBI compound.  

12.11.3.4 The equipment to be located within the Salamander Project OnSS compound will likely include transformers, 
shunt reactors, dynamic reactive power compensation, harmonic filters and building(s) containing gas 
insulated switch gear, control room and welfare facilities, and other associated equipment for OnSS 
operation. It will also include a range of auxiliary and supporting equipment for the running and control of 
the OnSS, as well as noise abatement if required. This is shown schematically in Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 4: 
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Project Description, Figure 4-7. The OnSS equipment will either be housed within a single or multiple 
building(s), in an open yard or a combination of the above.  

12.11.3.5 The equipment to be located in the OnSS compound will likely include various switchgear and other 
associated equipment for OnSS operation: it will also include a range of auxiliary and supporting equipment 
for the running and control of the OnSS, as well as noise abatement if required. There may also be some 
smaller buildings required to house components such as smaller equipment and control rooms. 

12.11.3.6 The equipment to be located within the EBI compound will likely include battery energy storage, 
transformers, dynamic reactive power compensation, switchgear, computing and control equipment, and 
other auxiliary and supporting equipment for EBI operation. The EBI equipment, including auxiliary 
equipment such as transformers, will either be housed within a single or multiple building(s), in containers, 
or in an open yard or a combination of the above. 

Assessment of Effects on Landscape Character 

Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) 

Baseline Characteristics 

12.11.3.7 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-5 shows that this LCT encompasses the coastline between 
Fraserburgh and Peterhead, which comprises long, broad and gently curving sandy beaches with subtle 
points at Rattray Head, Scotstown Head and Forvie Ness. Extensive rolling dunes back the beaches and the 
adjoining hinterland of low-lying farmland very gradually merges into the very gently undulating and open 
Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17). Coastal grassland, moss and marram grass cover the 
dunes. The pastoral hinterland is mainly used for sheep grazing. Tree cover is low with long broadleaf 
shelterbelts at Rattray House and occasional solitary trees stand out within this landscape. The harbour town 
of Peterhead is the largest settlement lies within this LCT, which generally comprises farms. Inland of Rattray 
Head the flat hinterland hosts the St Fergus Gas Terminal which is a prominent feature that is widely visible 
inland. There are few landmarks apart from the Stevenson-built lighthouse off Rattray Head. Notable historic 
features inland include the deserted burgh of Rattray, encompassing the medieval ruins of a chapel and a 
castle; and the remains of a World War II line of pill boxes around Rattray Head. Views from adjoining farmed 
coastal plains to sea are largely uninterrupted. There is a strong sense of exposure and naturalness to the 
coastline, arising from the expansiveness of the beaches, sea and sky; and some remoteness, derived from 
the screening of industrial features within the hinterland by dunes backing the beach. 

12.11.3.8 The relevant key characteristics of LCT 12 are: 

• “Long and gently curved sandy beaches backed by wind-sculpted seaward dunes to the east and 
comparatively solid landward dunes to the west; 

• Low-lying scrubby grassland and occasional areas of wetland and pools forming immediate coast 
hinterland; 

• Gradual transition between coast and Coastal Agricultural Plain of flat to very undulating 
pastures used mainly for sheep grazing; 

• Saltmarsh, pools and inlets around higher farmland pastures; 

• Few trees, with vegetation limited to coastal grassland, moss and marram which hold shifting 
sands together; 

• Farm buildings in the area west of Loch of Strathbeg sited on subtly higher knolls above salt 
marsh; 
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• Containment within the dunes contrasting with expansive long beaches and open skies; and 

• Sense of naturalness and remoteness.” 

Sensitivity to Change 

12.11.3.9 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-5 shows the location of the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire 
(LCT 12). 

12.11.3.10 The Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) has been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, 
reflecting its medium-high value and medium-high susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.11 Value. Landscape within the LCT is not nationally designated for its scenic value but is locally designated as 
the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, which implies a relatively higher value landscape, although not of 
the highest value (as it not nationally designated). The LCT is representative of the special qualities of this 
SLA including its "horizontal composition, emphasised by low-lying landform and ‘soft’ gradual transition 
from land to sea", the "Expansive beaches backed by rolling dunes" with views that are typically “directed 
out to sea or along the coast”; lighthouses that "form landmark features along the coast"; and its popularity 
with visitors. A sense of naturalness and remoteness that is particularly evident along the shoreline, is noted 
as a key characteristic of the LCT. The LCT includes an important nature conservation site at Loch of 
Strathbeg; and a notable heritage feature, Rattray lighthouse.  

12.11.3.12 Susceptibility. Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) is a reasonably intact landscape 
influenced by energy infrastructure, including the St Fergus Gas Terminal, and settlement that includes the 
town of Peterhead with qualities of naturalness and remoteness along the coastline that make it quite 
fragile. Much of the LCT comprises settled and intensively farmed land interspersed with coniferous forestry; 
notable energy infrastructure at St Fergus Gas Terminal, to the north; and urban development at Peterhead, 
to south, that limits its susceptibility. While the gas terminal influences the landscape of open farmland north 
of the Cuttie Burn, it has little visual influence on the landscape to the south, due to screening by tree cover. 
Landform limits Peterhead influence. There is a low level of development within this farmland, and in the 
associated seascape. The scale of the landscape is relatively large and is influenced by a very low number of 
large-scale agricultural structures and the St Fergus Gas Terminal. The skyline is largely free of maritime 
structures, apart from the Hywind Scotland WTGs, with shoreline structures such as Rattray lighthouse and 
inland structures including masts, pylons and WTGs interrupting it. The coastline is very closely associated 
with the seascape it adjoins, with the conditions at sea being a considerable influence on its perceived 
qualities of remoteness and wildness. 

Magnitude of Change 

12.11.3.13 As this is a flat and low-lying landscape, changes to its perceived character resulting from the OnSS and EBI 
will largely be determined by intervening features. Coniferous forestry immediately to the north and south 
of the OnSS and EBI will limit the visual influence of the OnSS and EBI and the resulting changes occurring to 
the perceived landscape character. Further areas of coniferous forestry located between St Fergus and 
Inverquinzie Cottages limit views from with the LCT to the north. The landform of the dune grasslands 
extending along the coastal edge provides enclosure and often contains views from the links, and other 
localised landforms that rises to the south at Hallmoss, for example, limit views from the south. Other 
smaller scale elements including hedgerows and less frequently, farmsteads and settlements, will also 
provide some containment of views and limit the influence of the OnSS and EBI on the wider character of 
the LCT.  
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12.11.3.14 The DSM ZTV in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-8 shows that, due to the low-lying landform and 
screening features such as forestry, more open views of the OnSS and EBI will be restricted to the immediate 
east and west, where the form and larger scale of the OnSS and EBI will mean that they will appear as notable 
additions at shorter-range. Enclosure by the adjoining forestry limits the influence of the OnSS and EBI to 
the north and south. The tops of the higher elements of the OnSS and EBI are likely to be visible to the north, 
however these will be seen within a landscape context that is large scale and contains St Fergus Gas Terminal 
within the northern part of the LCT.  

12.11.3.15 For most areas of the LCT, ground level activity and lower built elements will not be visible due to the 
screening provided by the conifer plantations, rising to 6-10 m in height, to the immediate north and south 
of the OnSS and EBI. The scale of the OnSS and EBI will appear to be relatively contained within scale of the 
surrounding landform and coniferous woodlands. While perceptibly greater than these woodlands when 
viewed from nearby, the vertical scale of the OnSS and EBI will appear similar to them when viewed from 
further afield. 

12.11.3.16 Existing landscape elements will largely remain unchanged, and the introduction of the Onshore 
Development will be contained within a small proportion of the LCT, however an area of coniferous 
woodland will be removed within the footprint of the OnSS and EBI, which will introduce additional built 
elements within this LCT.  

12.11.3.17 The magnitude of change to the LCT during the operation and maintenance of the OnSS and EBI is assessed 
as ranging from medium to high in the area immediately to the west and south-west on the agricultural area 
around Lunderton (as represented by Viewpoint 6 and 10); and ranging from medium to high on the coastal 
dunes area immediately to the east and north-east, extending between the dunes/fens near the Cuttie Burn, 
Kirkton Beach and St Fergus’s Church/Kirkton Head (as represented by Viewpoint 3 and 4). These localised 
areas are assessed as being the focus for this medium to high magnitude of change to the local landscape 
character within the Beaches, Dunes and Links LCT. Wider areas of the LCT extending to the north and south 
along the coast will be subject to lower levels of change, assessed as low, from areas around North Kirkton 
and Inverquinzie to the north (as represented by Viewpoint 2) and Mains of Inverugie and Craigewan 
(headland) to the south (as represented by Viewpoint 8), where areas of intervening coniferous forestry 
provide screening and limit visibility to the upper elements of the OnSS and EBI. Beyond this area, the 
magnitude of change to the character of the LCT arising from the OnSS and EBI will become negligible with 
increasing distance along the coast, and as other built elements provide the defining characteristics of the 
landscape, around St Fergus Gas Terminal to the north and the urban areas of Peterhead to the south. 

Significance of Effect (1 year post construction) 

12.11.3.18 Significant (Major/Moderate to Major) effects in EIA terms, on the perceived character of the LCT are 
assessed on the area immediately to the west and south-west within the agricultural areas around Lunderton 
and the coastal dunes area immediately to the east and north-east, extending between the dunes/fens near 
the Cuttie Burn, Kirkton Beach and St Fergus Church/Kirkton Head, based on the medium-high sensitivity of 
the LCT and the medium to high magnitude of change arising from the operation and maintenance of the 
OnSS and EBI. These significant effects occur over a very localised area of the LCT and are not expected to 
occur on the whole LCT, just a small area of it in the locality of the Onshore Development Area. 

12.11.3.19 Not Significant (Moderate/Minor) effects in EIA terms, are assessed from areas of the LCT extending to the 
north and south along the coast, where the magnitude of change is assessed as low, from areas around 
North Kirkton and Inverquinzie to the north and Mains of Inverugie and Craigewan (headland) to the south, 
where areas of intervening coniferous forestry provide screening and limit visibility to the upper elements 
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of the OnSS and EBI. Not Significant (Minor) effects in EIA terms, are assessed from more areas of the LCT 
to the north and south at increasing distance along the coast, where other built elements provide the 
defining characteristics of the landscape, around St Fergus Gas Terminal to the north and the urban areas of 
Peterhead to the south. 

12.11.3.20 These direct effects of the Onshore Development on the perceived character of the Beaches, Dunes and 
Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) are considered to be long-term and permanent. 

Significance of Effects (15 years post construction with Indicative Landscaping Strategy 
mitigation)  

12.11.3.21 Areas of woodland and hedgerows planted as part of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy during the onshore 
site preparation works and at the end of the construction phase, described in Section 12.8.3 and shown in 
Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3 are assumed to have established and will be showing good vigour 
during the early part of the operational phase, providing progressive screening from an initially limited level 
of screening when first planted, through partial screening during establishment, to more effective mitigation 
screening of the OnSS and EBI from approximately 15 years post planting. As these areas of woodland 
planted as part of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy provide effective screening, the effects of the 
operational OnSS and EBI on local landscape character of the Beaches, Dunes and Links LCT will be reduced 
from those experienced during the construction and early operational phase.  

12.11.3.22 Low-lying areas of neutral grassland with scattered trees/scrub will be reinstated within the Landfall 
Compound, with scattered trees on the coastal side of the OnSS and EBI fitting with the local characteristic 
in this area. Broadleaf woodland to the west of the OnSS and EBI will provide linkage between existing 
woodland areas and help to integrate the OnSS and EBI into the landscape, both in terms of providing 
screening of the onshore infrastructure and as an extension of characteristic elements of the local landscape. 
Species rich-hedgerows planted around field boundaries to the west of the OnSS and EBI will extend this 
characteristic in the local character.   

12.11.3.23 Despite the mitigation afforded and the increasing degree of landscape integration achieved over time, the 
magnitude of change resulting from the Onshore Development, taking account of the Indicative Landscaping 
Strategy mitigation at 15 years post construction, is assessed as remaining medium to high and the effect 
Significant (Major/Moderate to Major) on the character of the area immediately to the west and south-
west within the agricultural areas around Lunderton and the coastal dunes area immediately to the east and 
north-east, extending between the dunes/fens near the Cuttie Burn, Kirkton Beach and St Fergus’s 
Church/Kirkton Head. The landscape planting proposed in the Indicative Landscaping Strategy will 
increasingly achieve further screening and integration of the OnSS and EBI over time, however these effects 
are assessed as still being significant at year 15 on the local landscape character, primarily due to the 
continued influence of the upper elements of the OnSS and EBI maximum project design envelope 
parameters that are assessed. Taking a cautionary approach to the tree growth rates at this coastal site, 
these upper elements of the OnSS and EBI project design envelope are likely, at 15 m in height, to still appear 
well above the height of the planted trees at year 15. Fundamentally these are however localised effects on 
landscape character, which will be influenced by the presence of the OnSS and EBI within a landscape 
framework of woodland blocks/hedges to the west and neutral grassland with scattered trees to the east.   

12.11.3.24 Not Significant (Moderate/Minor) effects in EIA terms, are assessed from areas of the LCT extending to the 
north and south along the coast, where the magnitude of change is assessed as low, from areas around 
North Kirkton and Inverquinzie to the north and Mains of Inverugie and Craigewan (headland) to the south, 
where areas of intervening coniferous forestry provide screening and limit visibility to the upper elements 
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of the OnSS and EBI. Not Significant (Minor) effects in EIA terms, are assessed from more areas of the LCT 
to the north and south at increasing distance along the coast, where other built elements provide the 
defining characteristics of the landscape, around St Fergus Gas Terminal to the north and the urban areas of 
Peterhead to the south. 

Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17) 

Baseline Characteristics 

12.11.3.25 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-5 shows the location of the Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire 
(LCT 17). This LCT gradually transitions into Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12), forming its 
hinterland. It is a large scale, low-lying landscape (generally lying below 60 m AOD) characterised by very 
gently undulating landform that gradually rises to the west. Water courses contained by broad shallow 
valleys and steeper-banked basins include the River Ugie, which meanders across floodplain west of 
Peterhead; and the River Ythan, which flows across the central area. Land cover is predominantly arable 
farmland in a pattern of large fields bounded by post and wire fencing, dilapidated stone walls, or hedges. 
Villages and relatively large farms are regularly dispersed across the well-settled LCT with major roads 
including the A90 and A953. Masts, electricity transmission lines, St Fergus Gas Terminal and onshore WTGs 
are common features within the open farmland. Large WTGs near St Fergus Moss and the chimney of 
Peterhead power station are particularly prominent. Tall structures tend to be prominent against the horizon 
in views and generally take in the high coastal dunes and sea, particularly from the eastern-most areas. 
Together with the windswept character of this landscape, this gives a strong sense of its coastal context. 

12.11.3.26 The key characteristics of the LCT are: 

• “Low-lying and very gently undulating landform, with a pattern of subtle ridges and valleys in the 
North East; 

• Water courses in broad shallow valleys; 

• Mainly arable farming, with fairly extensive areas of moss and wetland; 

• Large, open, geometric fields; 

• Coniferous forest particularly extensive in southern part of the area; 

• Limited broadleaf woodland, forming rare shelterbelts and small groups around farms; 

• Well settled landscape of dispersed farms, many newer houses and a number of settlements, and 
occasional mansions in designed landscapes; 

• Communication structures and tall masts on some higher ground, and power transmission lines 
radiating from Peterhead power station, which itself is highly visible; 

• Major roads crossing the area; and 

• Consistent views of high coastal dunes and sea, giving a strong coastal context.” 

Sensitivity to Change 

12.11.3.27 A medium-low sensitivity rating has been attributed to LCT 17, reflecting its low value and medium-low 
susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.28 Value. LCT 17 is a large, typically agricultural landscape that is not particularly distinctive or unusual in 
character, being representative of the agricultural farming landscape of large intensive arable fields set back 
on the Aberdeenshire coastal plain. This LCT does not encompass an area that is nationally designated or 
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locally designated for its scenic value. Two Gardens and Designed Landscapes (GDLs) that lie towards the 
northern end of the extensive LCT are relatively uncommon within the north-east of Aberdeenshire, 
although a handful of GDLs lie towards and inland of Aberdeen. The landscape is typically agricultural and 
variable in condition but generally good. The LCT largely comprises very gently undulating farmland that is 
well settled with associated landscape elements related to transport and power infrastructure. There are no 
particularly rare or uncommon features and, while there may be areas within the LCT that are wild, remote 
or tranquil, overall, it is not particularly recognised for these perceptual aspects. 

12.11.3.29 Susceptibility. LCT 17 is large scale and settled in character. The LCT can readily accommodate changes to 
its fabric as it is an extensive area, which extends from the coastline to Mintlaw and Ellon between 
Fraserburgh to Dyce. The LCT is relatively robust in character as it is well settled and largely characterised by 
farmland interspersed with settlement and associated transport and road infrastructure. The skyline seen 
from within the LCT is generally undeveloped with some large-scale elements rising above lower screening 
features such as landform and vegetation cover. A combination of very gently undulating landform and 
smaller landscape elements provides screening that restricts visibility within the LCT such that many features 
only have localised influence on the landscape.  

Magnitude of Change 

12.11.3.30 The anticipated change to the character of the Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17) due to 
operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development is assessed as medium magnitude to the 
immediate west of the OnSS and EBI and around its eastern edges, near its transition with the Beaches, 
Dunes and Links (LCT 12), within the area defined by Bearhill, Hallmoss, Castle Hill and the scattered rural 
residences to the north of Inverugie (as represented by Viewpoint 5 and 7). Beyond this area the effect of 
the Onshore Development on the perceived character of the Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 
17) is assessed as negligible. 

12.11.3.31 Existing landscape elements will remain unchanged, as the Onshore Development is outside this LCT, 
contained within the adjoining LCT 12. A small area of coniferous woodland in the setting of this LCT will be 
lost. The OnSS and EBI will therefore form an additional built element in the setting of the Coastal 
Agricultural Plain, within the adjoining Beaches, Dunes and Links (LCT 12). The changes arising from the OnSS 
and EBI on the farmland and coniferous forestry within the adjoining LCT 12 may be perceived as affecting 
key characteristics of the Coastal Agricultural Plain. These key characteristics comprise large, open, 
geometric fields; arable farming; and the backdrop of coniferous forestry, which is noted as particularly 
notable as a backdrop to the east of this LCT, between the Coastal Agricultural Plain and the beaches and 
dunes forming the coastal landscape. Communication structures, tall masts on higher ground and power 
transmission lines radiating from the highly visible Peterhead power station are identified as a key 
characteristic of LCT 17. While the Onshore Development will appear different from these in its form, it will 
be a further element of energy infrastructure in the landscape and will appear consistent with this 
characteristic. The topography of the area will restrict the visual impact of the Onshore Development on LCT 
17. The Onshore Development is theoretically visible from the area west of Peterhead and less so, west of 
St Fergus. Intervening vegetation, such as roadside trees or hedgerow, will filter or screen the Onshore 
Development, which will be more clearly visible in places. Where this is the case, the OnSS and EBI will 
appear within a well-settled landscape that is characterised by communication structures, tall masts and 
other landscape elements associated with energy infrastructure. Much of the expansive LCT will have no 
visibility of the Onshore Development. Visibility of the OnSS and EBI from the LCT will be limited to its tallest 
infrastructure. More of the OnSS and EBI will be visible from closer areas but for most areas, ground level 
activity and lower structures will be screened or strongly filtered. Where the OnSS and EBI is visible, its full 
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lateral extent will be seen but this will largely appear in keeping with scale of the surrounding landform and 
landscape features. This factor also limits the impact of the Onshore Development's vertical scale, which will 
be perceptibly greater than other landscape elements, but not dramatically so. 

Significance of Effect (Year 1 post construction) 

12.11.3.32 Based on the combination of the medium-low sensitivity and the medium magnitude of change, the 
significance of effect on the perceived character of the Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17) 
due to operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development is assessed as Not Significant 
(Moderate/Minor) in EIA terms, to the immediate west of the OnSS and EBI and around its eastern edges, 
near its transition with the Beaches, Dunes and Links (LCT 12), within the area defined by Bearhill, Hallmoss, 
Castle Hill and the scattered rural residences to the north of Inverugie. Beyond this area the effect of the 
Onshore Development will be Not Significant (Negligible) in EIA terms. These effects of the OnSS and EBI on 
the perceived character of the Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17) are considered to be 
indirect, long-term and permanent. 

Significance of Effects (15 years post construction with Indicative Landscaping Strategy 
mitigation)  

12.11.3.33 Areas of woodland and hedgerows planted as part of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy during the onshore 
site preparation works and at the end of the construction phase, described in Section 12.8.3 and shown in 
Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3 are assumed to have established and will be showing good vigour 
during the early part of the operational phase, providing progressive screening in views from the Coastal 
Agricultural Plain LCT, from an initially limited level of screening when first planted, through partial screening 
during establishment, to more effective mitigation screening of the OnSS and EBI from approximately 15 
years post planting. As these areas of woodland planted as part of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy 
provide effective screening, the effects of the operational OnSS and EBI on local landscape character of the 
Coastal Agricultural Plain LCT will be reduced from those experienced during the construction and early 
operational phase.  

12.11.3.34 Broadleaf woodland to the west of the OnSS and EBI will provide linkage between existing woodland areas 
and help to integrate the OnSS and EBI into the landscape, both in terms of providing screening of the 
onshore infrastructure and as an extension of the broadleaf woodland component as a characteristic 
element of the local landscape. Views into the OnSS and EBI from this LCT will be reduced, particularly the 
ground/lower levels of the built elements within the OnSS and EBI, with the establishment and growth of 
woodland areas to the east of the OnSS and EBI. Species rich-hedgerows planted around field boundaries to 
the west of the OnSS and EBI will extend this characteristic in the local character.   

12.11.3.35 Despite the mitigation afforded and the increasing degree of landscape integration achieved over time, the 
magnitude of change resulting from the Onshore Development, taking account of the Indicative Landscaping 
Strategy mitigation at 15 years post construction, is assessed as remaining medium and the effect Not 
Significant (Moderate/Minor) on the character of the area to the immediate west of the OnSS and EBI and 
around its eastern edges, near its transition with the Beaches, Dunes and Links (LCT 12), within the area 
defined by Bearhill, Hallmoss, Castle Hill and the scattered rural residences to the north of Inverugie. Beyond 
this area the effect of the Onshore Development will be Not Significant (Negligible) in EIA terms. At the local 
level, the effect of the OnSS and EBI on landscape character will be reduce by the position of the OnSS and 
EBI within a landscape framework of broadleaf and coniferous woodland blocks its south, north and west. 
These effects of the OnSS and EBI on the perceived character of the Coastal Agricultural Plain – 
Aberdeenshire (LCT 17) are considered to be indirect, long-term and permanent. 
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Assessment of Effects on Landscape Designations  

North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA  

Baseline Characteristics 

12.11.3.36 The North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA encompasses two separate sections of coastal landscape and 
farmland extending between Fraserburgh and Peterhead and between Buchan Ness and Blackdog. The 
coastline of the SLA is characterised as Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12), and extends into 
Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17) as far the B977, the A975 and Longhaven, south of 
Peterhead; and the A90, Crinmongate and the B9033, to the north. The coastline of the SLA comprises wide 
sandy beaches backed by rolling dunes with rocky outcrops unified by the east-facing orientation of the 
landscape towards the open North Sea. Designation of this area distinguishes its strong sense of place, scenic 
qualities and uninterrupted views out to the North Sea.  

12.11.3.37 The low-lying coastline of Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) within the SLA merges 
gradually with the low-lying and gently undulating landform of the Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire 
(LCT 17) further inland. A geometric pattern of large fields covering much of the area lies to the north, south 
and west of the Onshore Development Area. These tend to be enclosed by hedgerow or post and wire 
fencing with tree cover limited to groups at dispersed properties or farmsteads such as North and South 
Kirkton, and larger coniferous forestry. This forestry lies to the north and south of an arable field within the 
Onshore Development Area and separates it from mixed woodland and dune systems to the east. Rough 
grassland and dunes back the approximately 1.6 km length of Kirkton Beach within the Onshore 
Development Area that extends southwards from Kirkton Head. The beach itself has qualities of naturalness 
and openness that are emphasised by expansive sea views. These views become more intermittent within 
the more enclosed backing dunes. Coniferous woodland screens the sea from areas to the west and south, 
enclosing these areas. The A90 adjoins the Onshore Development Area's western boundary, with access to 
St Fergus church adjoining the primary route. The Kirkton Beach Footpath extends from the church ruins 
south along the coastline.  

Sensitivity to Change 

12.11.3.38 Volume B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-5 shows the location of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA. 

12.11.3.39 The North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA has been assessed as having a medium-high sensitivity to change, 
reflecting its medium-high value and the medium-high susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out 
below. 

12.11.3.40 Value. The SLA is a largely natural coastline whose special qualities are recognised by local designation for 
its scenic value. Designation as an SLA reflects that the area exhibits particular qualities and characteristics 
that are recognised by society as having a relatively higher value, although not of the highest value (as it not 
nationally designated), with specific special qualities that are important to conserve and worthy of 
protection in the local development plan. 

12.11.3.41 The special qualities of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA that are susceptible to changes arising from 
the Onshore Development are as follows (Aberdeenshire Council (2023):  

• "Overriding horizontal composition, emphasised by low-lying landform and 'soft' gradual 
transition from land to sea. 

• Expansive beaches backed by rolling dunes. The views from beaches are typically directed out to 
sea or along the coast. 
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• Lighthouses, such as Rattray, form landmark features along the coast as by necessity, they have 
prominent locations, colours, and a vertical form. 

• A popular coast for visitors, with coastal paths, accessible dunes, golf courses and popular 
beaches. 

• Features of built heritage typically prominent in the open landscape. 

• Remains of WWII anti-invasion defences along the beaches, in particular at the mouth of the 
Ythan River and around Rattray Head. 

• Coastal settlement is generally associated with small harbours, such as at Collieston and Cruden 
Bay. The siting and orientation of buildings can be highly distinctive, as seen at Inverallochy. 

• Panoramic views out to sea from cliff tops and open beaches." 

12.11.3.42 Designation of the landscape implies a higher quality and value, however this is moderated by an observable 
level of modification by farming, commercial forestry, settlement and within the wider context, the 
influences of urban development at Peterhead and St Fergus Gas Terminal, to the south and north 
respectively. 

12.11.3.43 Susceptibility. The SLA is a large-scale, typically agricultural and coastal landscape that is strongly associated 
with the adjoining seascape of the North Sea. This association means that many of the SLA's special qualities 
are related to sea views "from cliff tops and open beaches" experienced by visitors from its coastal paths, 
accessible dunes, golf courses and beaches; as well as its coastal features and built heritage including 
landmark lighthouses.  

12.11.3.44 The Onshore Development is situated within an area of the SLA that exhibits the "Overriding horizontal 
composition, emphasised by low-lying landform and 'soft' gradual transition from land to sea" and 
"Expansive beaches backed by rolling dunes" that are recognised as special qualities of the SLA. Panoramic 
views from the beach that are "typically directed out to sea or along the coast" (Aberdeenshire Council 
(2023) are also experienced from the landscape within the Onshore Development Area and are recognised 
as being part of the SLA's special qualities. 

12.11.3.45 Within the 3 km Detailed Study Area, shown on Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-1, the beach and 
dunes are more susceptible to change due to their more natural quality and absence of coastal development 
that could easily be altered. Behind the dunes, the area has a low level of development and is settled and 
modified by farmland and extensive forestry. The scale of the landscape within the SLA is relatively large and 
open, especially along the shoreline. Visibility across the area is limited by a combination of flatter 
topography and surface features including large areas of plantation forestry. Beyond the 3 km Detailed Study 
Area, some development, most notably at St Fergus Gas Terminal, detracts from the natural qualities and 
perceived remoteness of the SLA. Offshore WTGs at Hywind Scotland and shipping form modern 
development influences in the seascape context of the SLA and form elements within the horizontal 
emphasis of views from the SLA. Periodically, weather conditions and the exposed nature of the coastline 
reduces the tranquillity of the SLA but emphasises its close association with the adjoining seascape and 
perceptions of wildness. 

12.11.3.46 Special qualities relating to ecology and cultural heritage are considered as part of the topic specific 
assessments in Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 9: Terrestrial Ecology and Nature Conservation and Volume ER.B.3, 
Chapter 10: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage, and although they are recognised as contributing 
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to the landscape baseline and special qualities, are not assessed any further in the LVIA as impacts on nature 
conservation sites and setting of built heritage features are considered in the topic specific assessments:  

• “Important nature conservation sites: Forvie National Nature Reserve (NNR) that covers an 
extensive area around the mouth of the Ythan; and the Loch of Strathbeg; 

• Prehistoric sites of national importance, including the Mesolithic landscapes at Sands of Forvie 
and Blackdog; and 

• Features of built heritage typically prominent in the open landscapes. The iconic Slains Castle and 
its association with Bram Stoker. Remains of WWII anti-invasion defences along the beaches, in 
particular at the mouth of the Ythan River and around Rattray Head”. 

12.11.3.47 The effect of the OnSS and EBI on the “rugged and dramatic cliffs to the south of Boddam” special quality is 
also scoped out of the LVIA due to their geographic location at long distance outside the LVIA Study Area 
and lack of visibility. 

Magnitude of Change 

12.11.3.48 An assessment of the magnitude of change and residual effects arising from operation and maintenance of 
the Onshore Development on the defined landscape and visual special qualities of the North East 
Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, is set out as follows.  

• “Overriding horizontal composition, emphasised by low-lying landform and 'soft' gradual 
transition from land to sea”. Localised areas of elevated dunes within the SLA such as at Kirkton 
Head affords views over the OnSS and EBI and the landscape within these views exhibits the 
horizontal emphasis that is a special quality of the area. The scale of the landscape in the view 
and the wider seascape setting, are however relatively large in scale to accommodate the 
addition of the OnSS and EBI, and while it will include a number of larger buildings, their height 
will appear comparable to and contained within the adjoining coniferous forestry. The sea 
horizon will also remain unbroken by the OnSS and EBI and the gradual transition from land to 
sea will not generally be interrupted, although it is likely that the OnSS and EBI will open out 
views through the landscape where it was previously contained by forestry. The introduction of 
the Onshore Development will largely maintain this special quality of the SLA, as the relatively 
low height and contained horizontal spread of the OnSS and EBI within coniferous forestry is 
unlikely to override the horizontal composition of the landscape and the transition from land to 
sea will remain largely unchanged through the SLA.  

• “Expansive beaches backed by rolling dunes. The views from beaches are typically directed out 
to sea or along the coast”. The OnSS and EBI will be located inland of the expansive beaches so 
views will remain unchanged by the OnSS and EBI. As shown in the ZTV in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 
12.1: Landscape and Visual Impact Visualisations, Figure 12-7 and Figure 12-8, large dunes along 
the inland side of the coastline will screen the OnSS and EBI in views from the beaches and the 
OnSS and EBI will not appear within views from the beaches, which are also typically directed out 
to sea away from the OnSS and EBI sited inland.  

• “Lighthouses, such as Rattray, form landmark features along the coast as by necessity, they 
have prominent locations, colours, and a vertical form”. The closest lighthouse within the SLA 
lies at Rattray Head, which will not be visible simultaneously in views of the OnSS and EBI due to 
its distance to the north outside the LVIA Study Area and the intervening forestry to the north of 
the OnSS and EBI. The OnSS and EBI will not compete with the existing Rattray Head as a focal 
point, with the lighthouse continuing to form a landmark feature along the coast given its 
prominent location and vertical form. 

• “Panoramic views out to sea from cliff tops and open beaches”. The OnSS and EBI will continue 
to have a very limited or no influence on views out to sea from the open beaches of the SLA, due 
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to its location inland from the coast and the role of the high dunes that back the beaches and 
prevent views inland to the OnSS and EBI. The SLA within the LVIA Study Area does not contain 
cliff tops, although there are panoramic views from localised elevated parts of the dunes, for 
example at Kirkton Head and Scotstown Head. The effects of the OnSS and EBI on panoramic 
views from the dunes near Kirkton Head are assessed as being of high magnitude from Viewpoint 
4 Kirkton Beach Footpath, however the panoramic views out to sea and from Kirkton Beach itself, 
that are valued in this particular special quality will remain un-changed as a result of the OnSS 
and EBI. 

• “A popular coast for visitors, with coastal paths, accessible dunes, golf courses and popular 
beaches”. Localised sections of the Kirkton Beach Footpath and the nearby accessible dunes will 
experience a high magnitude of change to views at the local level in the vicinity of the OnSS and 
EBI, such as from Viewpoint 4 Kirkton Beach Footpath, however the magnitude of change reduces 
notably from Peterhead Golf Course and the core path to the south (Viewpoint 8) where a low 
magnitude of change arises due to the intervening screening of the coniferous forestry to the 
south of the OnSS and EBI, which limits visibility. The OnSS and EBI is unlikely to be visible from 
Kirkton Beach (Figure 12-8) due to the intervening dunes which limit inland views from the beach. 
It is considered that the coast is likely to remain popular for visitors despite the changes arising 
on local views due to the presence of the OnSS and EBI. 

12.11.3.49 On balance, the change resulting from the OnSS and EBI on the panoramic views along the coast experienced 
from a localised area of accessible dunes of the North East Aberdeenshire SLA to the north-east of the OnSS 
and EBI (as represented by Viewpoint 4) is assessed as being of high magnitude. Panoramic views out to sea 
and views from the expansive beaches, that are valued in the SLA special qualities, will experience a 
negligible magnitude of change as a result of the OnSS and EBI, due to the high dunes backing the beaches 
and the direction of valued views out to sea, away from the OnSS and EBI located inland. All other special 
qualities of the SLA are assessed as experiencing a low magnitude of change, including its horizontal 
composition; low-lying landform; transition from land to sea; and the role of lighthouses as landmark 
features. The OnSS and EBI will not compete with the existing Rattray Head as a focal point, with the 
lighthouse continuing to form a landmark feature along the coast given its prominent location and vertical 
form. The introduction of the OnSS and EBI will largely maintain the horizontal composition of the SLA, as 
the relatively low height and contained horizontal spread of the OnSS and EBI within coniferous forestry is 
unlikely to override the horizontal composition of the landscape and the transition from land to sea will 
remain largely unchanged through the SLA. Significance of Effect (Year 1 post construction) 

12.11.3.50 Consequently, the significance of effect of the OnSS and EBI on panoramic views along the coast experienced 
by visitors from a localised area of accessible dunes of the North East Aberdeenshire SLA to the north-east 
of the OnSS and EBI is assessed as Significant (Major) in EIA terms. Panoramic views out to sea and views 
from the expansive beaches, that are defined in the SLA special qualities, will experience a Not Significant 
(minor) effect in EIA terms, as a result of the OnSS and EBI. All other special qualities of the SLA are assessed 
as experiencing Not Significant (Moderate/Minor) effects, including its horizontal composition, low-lying 
landform and transition from land to sea; the views from beaches directed out to sea; and the role of 
lighthouses as landmark features. 

Significance of Effects (15 years post construction with Indicative Landscaping Strategy 
mitigation)  

12.11.3.51 Areas of woodland and hedgerows planted as part of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy during the onshore 
site preparation works and at the end of the construction phase, described in Section 12.8.3 and shown in 
Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3 are assumed to have established and will be showing good vigour 
during the early part of the operational phase, providing progressive screening from an initially limited level 
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of screening when first planted, through partial screening during establishment, to more effective mitigation 
screening of the OnSS and EBI from approximately 15 years post planting. As these areas of woodland 
planted as part of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy provide effective screening, the effects of the 
operational OnSS and EBI on local landscape character of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA will be 
reduced from those experienced during the construction and early operational phase.  

12.11.3.52 An assessment of the effects arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development 15 years 
post construction with the Indicative Landscaping Strategy mitigation on the defined landscape and visual 
special qualities of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, is set out as follows. 

• “Overriding horizontal composition, emphasised by low-lying landform and 'soft' gradual 
transition from land to sea”. The height of buildings within the OnSS and EBI will be further 
contained within the adjoining broadleaf woodland and coniferous forestry progressively over 
time with tree growth, with the taller elements therefore gradually likely to have lessening effects 
on the horizontal composition of the landscape as they become more contained by woodland. 
The transition from land to sea will remain largely unchanged through the SLA, with views 
through the landscape in the locality of the OnSS and EBI likely to become more contained by 
woodland with less permeability from inland areas through the woodland and OnSS and EBI to 
the coastal landscape beyond.  

• “Expansive beaches backed by rolling dunes. The views from beaches are typically directed out 
to sea or along the coast”. Areas of woodland planted as part of the Indicative Landscaping 
Strategy will not influence views out to sea or along the coast. Areas of neutral grassland with 
scattered trees will be reinstated within the Landfall Compound on the coastal side of the OnSS 
and EBI and will contribute to the integration of the OnSS and EBI with the local landscape 
character during its operational period. Fundamentally, views from beaches during the 
operational period will not be influenced by the OnSS and EBI or the Indicative Landscaping 
Strategy mitigation, due to the position of the OnSS and EBI inland of the rolling dunes that back 
the beaches and direct views out to sea. 

• “Lighthouses, such as Rattray, form landmark features along the coast as by necessity, they 
have prominent locations, colours, and a vertical form”. The influence of the OnSS and EBI is 
likely to be reduced in the landscape as areas of woodland and trees planted as part of Indicative 
Landscaping Strategy provide further screening, lessening any effect on landmark features. The 
existing Rattray Head lighthouse will continue to form a landmark feature on the coast. 

• “Panoramic views out to sea from cliff tops and open beaches”. The OnSS and EBI will continue 
to have a very limited or no influence on views out to sea from the open beaches of the SLA, due 
to its location inland from the coast and the role of the high dunes that back the beaches and 
prevent views inland to the OnSS and EBI. The effects of the OnSS and EBI together with areas of 
woodland, scattered trees and neutral grassland planted as part of the Indicative Landscaping 
Strategy on panoramic views from the tops of the dunes near Kirkton Head are assessed as being 
of high magnitude from Viewpoint 4 Kirkton Beach Footpath, however the panoramic views out 
to sea and from Kirkton Beach itself, that are valued in this particular special quality will remain 
un-changed as a result of the OnSS and EBI. 

• “A popular coast for visitors, with coastal paths, accessible dunes, golf courses and popular 
beaches”. Areas of scattered trees and neutral grassland planted as part of the Indicative 
Landscaping Strategy will contribute to the reinstatement of local landscape character post 
construction, and during establishment, and provide more effective mitigation screening of the 
OnSS and EBI from approximately 15 years post planting, which is likely to reduce effects 
experienced by receptors at the coast. Localised sections of the Kirkton Beach Footpath and the 
nearby accessible dunes will continue to experience a high magnitude of change to views at the 
local level in the vicinity of the OnSS and EBI, such as from Viewpoint 4 Kirkton Beach Footpath, 
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however the magnitude of change reduces notably from Peterhead Golf Course and the core 
path to the south (Viewpoint 8) where a low magnitude of change arises due to the intervening 
screening of the coniferous forestry to the south of the OnSS and EBI, which limits visibility. The 
OnSS and EBI is unlikely to be visible from Kirkton Beach (Figure 12-8) due to the intervening 
dunes which limit inland views from the beach. It is considered that the coast is likely to remain 
popular for visitors despite the changes arising on local views due to the presence of the OnSS 
and EBI. 

12.11.3.53 Despite the mitigation afforded and the increasing degree of landscape integration achieved over time, the 
magnitude of change resulting from the Onshore Development, taking account of the Indicative Landscaping 
Strategy mitigation at 15 years post construction, is assessed as remaining medium to high and the effect 
Significant (Major/Moderate to Major) on the landscape qualities experienced in views from the accessible 
dunes of the SLA in the localised areas immediately to the east and north-east of the OnSS and EBI, extending 
between the dunes/fens near the Cuttie Burn, Kirkton Beach and St Fergus’s Church/Kirkton Head, as 
represented by the Kirkton Beach path (Viewpoint 4). These effects occur primarily due to the continued 
influence of the upper elements of the OnSS and EBI maximum parameters on local landscape character 
during its operational period. At the local level, the landscape character will be influenced by the presence 
of the OnSS and EBI within a landscape framework of woodland blocks/hedges to the west and neutral 
grassland with scattered trees to the east.   

12.11.3.54 Not Significant effects in EIA terms, on all other special qualities of the North East Aberdeenshire SLA are 
assessed, including effects on panoramic views out to sea and views from the expansive beaches, which will 
experience a negligible magnitude of change, due to the high dunes backing the beaches and the direction 
of valued views out to sea. The OnSS and EBI will not compete with the existing Rattray Head as a focal point, 
with the lighthouse continuing to form a landmark feature along the coast given its prominent location and 
vertical form. The taller elements within the OnSS and EBI are gradually likely to have lessening effects on 
the horizontal composition of the landscape as they become more contained by woodland and the transition 
from land to sea will remain largely unchanged through the SLA. 

Assessment of Effects on Views / Visual Amenity 

12.11.3.55 An assessment of the effects of the operation and maintenance of the OnSS and EBI on views and visual 
amenity is presented as follows with reference to the ZTV in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-7 and 
Figure 12-8 and the visual representations in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1 (Figure 12-10 to 12-19).  

12.11.3.56 The visual representations in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1 (Figure 12-10 to 12-19) provide the viewpoint 
location, existing baseline view and a photomontage of the OnSS and EBI from each viewpoint. The 
photomontages show an indicative 3D model representation of the OnSS and EBI within the context of a 
Maximum Parameter Envelope (in transparent purple) representing their maximum height and footprint. 
The LVIA in this chapter assesses the Maximum Parameter Envelope, with the 3D model provided for 
illustration only. The layout and form of the OnSS and EBI 3D model is shown as an example, with indicative 
locations and orientations for the components of the OnSS and EBI which could differ from the eventual 
design of the OnSS and EBI. The photomontages do not include details such as building colour or materiality 
of the buildings or electrical infrastructure within the OnSS and EBI. 

12.11.3.57 The visual representations in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1 have informed the assessment in Section 12.11 
and are presented to inform stakeholders and decision makers about the general appearance and nature of 
the Onshore Development and the landscape and visual context within which it will be located. As the exact 
dimensions, locations and orientations of the OnSS and EBI components are yet to be determined, an 
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indicative 3D model has been included within the photomontages. The photomontages conform to Type 3 
AVR level 2 (Landscape Institute, 2019). 

12.11.3.58 The visual assessment assumes primary mitigation will be implemented through commitments for landscape 
design mitigation measures shown in the Indicative Landscaping Strategy (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: 
Figure 12-3). Operational phase effects are assessed after landscape reinstatement immediately post 
construction at year 1; and a further assessment of the residual effects at 15 years post planting is made for 
receptors that may experience significant effects, which considers the effect with landscape mitigation 
proposals after establishment and growth at 15 years post planting.   

Viewpoint 1 St Fergus 

Baseline Characteristics and Sensitivity to Change 

12.11.3.59 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-10a to 12-10c shows the view from Viewpoint 1, which is 
representative of residents within St Fergus. The village of St Fergus lies approximately 2.3 km to the north 
north-west of the OnSS and EBI. The village lies on low, relatively flat land that rises slightly to the south-
west with an urban grain that is relatively fine and consistent. The pattern of housing tends not to face 
towards the Landfall Compound Area of Search. The viewpoint is elevated on the crest of a small hill on the 
southern edge of St Fergus and lies within a small open field adjoining urban development within the village. 
Housing to the north and east, and mature trees immediately to the west largely enclose the viewpoint. 
Views in these directions are very short-range. To the south-east the viewpoint overlooks the village, 
farmland and dunes to the sea. In this long-range seaward view, offshore WTGs at Hywind Scotland are 
discernible on the horizon. The view looks south to the Landfall Compound Area of Search, over housing on 
the southern slope of the hill, in the foreground. Low hills covered by coniferous forestry and less so, open 
farmland encloses the relatively short-range view and defines a low, barely undulating skyline. A mast, 
telephone poles and the chimney of Peterhead Power Station pierce the skyline. 

12.11.3.60 The viewpoint has been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting that the view residents of St 
Fergus experience is of medium value and that their susceptibility to change within the view is medium-high, 
for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.61 Value. The viewpoint is representative of residents of St Fergus and is not a recognised viewpoint that is 
shown on OS mapping or otherwise identified for its scenic quality. The view is not afforded protection in 
planning policy, but encompasses parts of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, whose special qualities 
are protected, to the east. The landscape east of the village exhibits less of the “Overriding horizontal 
composition, emphasised by low-lying landform” that is a special quality of the SLA. The landscape in view 
is largely unrepresentative of the SLA's other special qualities which tend to be related to the coastline and 
includes beaches, lighthouses, built heritage and coastal settlement. Intensive farming and coniferous 
forestry have modified the surrounding area, limiting it natural qualities and its scenic value.  

12.11.3.62 Susceptibility. Residents of St Fergus take in the view from their place of residence and as it is an intrinsic 
part of their experience, they are liable to be more affected by the Onshore Development. The attention 
and interest of local residents is generally focused more eastwards towards the coastline of large dunes and 
sea.  
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Magnitude of Change  

12.11.3.63 The photomontage in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-10d shows the Project Design Envelope for the 
Onshore Development from Viewpoint 1 St Fergus. 

12.11.3.64 No change will occur to the view from St Fergus arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore 
Development as there will be no visibility of the OnSS and EBI due to the intervening forestry, which will 
screen the OnSS and EBI entirely. 

Significance of Effect 

12.11.3.65 As no change will occur at this viewpoint, there will be no effect on the view arising from the Onshore 
Development. 

Viewpoint 2 A90 Inverquinzie 

Baseline Characteristics and Sensitivity to Change 

12.11.3.66 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-11a to 12-11c shows the view from Viewpoint 2 A90 Inverquinzie, 
which is representative of residents of Inverquinzie and motorists on the A90. The viewpoint is located on 
the A90 just south of Inverquinzie Cottages and near the junction of the minor road leading to the remains 
of St Fergus's Church (Viewpoint 3). Landform and coniferous forestry enclose the viewpoint to the west 
beyond the A90, and to the north, respectively. Views to the west and north are very short-range. To the 
northeast the viewpoint overlooks low, flat farmland to enclosing coastal dunes. The hedgerow lined road 
to St Fergus cemetery lies to the east interrupting otherwise open views across farmland towards the 
coastline. The view towards the Onshore Development encompasses the surrounding near flat farmland, 
bounded by post and wire fencing in the foreground and hedgerow beyond. Large blocks of forestry enclose 
the moderate-range view and with the farmland, define a very low and near level skyline. Poles and overhead 
cables align the road. The chimney of Peterhead Power Station is visible on the skyline. The Inverquinzie 
Cottages lie approximately 1.5 km to the north north-west of the Landfall Compound Area of Search, at its 
closest point. The cottages lie on a slight rise west of the A90 as it exits the long straight adjoining the Landfall 
Compound Area of Search and begins to turn north-west. The cottages form a tightly grained small 
settlement with a property to the south-east facing towards the Landfall Compound Area of Search. 
Remaining properties tend to address the minor road to Kinloch that largely defines the northern edge of 
the settlement. 

12.11.3.67 Residents of Inverquinzie have been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting that the view 
they experience is of medium value and that their susceptibility to change within the view is medium-high. 
Motorists on the A90 have been attributed a medium sensitivity as their susceptibility is medium-low. The 
reasoning for these sensitivity ratings is set out below. 

12.11.3.68 Value. The viewpoint is representative of residents of Inverquinzie and motorists on the A90, and is not 
recognised for its scenic value either by OS mapping or by provision of signage or facilities for enjoyment of 
the view. The views are not afforded protection in planning policy, but encompass parts of the North East 
Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, whose special qualities are protected, to the south-east. The landscape in view 
exhibits some of the horizontal emphasis that is a special quality of the SLA, but otherwise is largely 
unrepresentative of the special qualities which tend to be associated with sea views, the natural features of 
the coastline and built heritage assets along the coast. Intensive farming, coniferous forestry and the A90 
have modified this landscape, limiting its contribution to the scenic value of the area. 

12.11.3.69 Susceptibility. Residents of Inverquinzie take in the view from their place of residence and as it is an intrinsic 
part of their experience, they are liable to be more affected by the Onshore Development. There are no 
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particular focal points within the landscape around Inverquinzie and the transition to open sea, indicated 
more by an absence of features to the east, provides the main attention and interest for residents of the 
village. Inverquinzie Cottages is a small settlement with the primary façade of most properties facing the 
minor road to the north and north-west, with the rear façade of these properties oriented towards the OnSS 
and EBI and other properties intervene in these views for many properties.  

12.11.3.70 Views from the A90 are incidental for motorists, whose main focus is on the road ahead. Motorists have 
transient views of the surrounding landscape that tend to be peripheral to their direction of travel and 
observe the surrounding landscape at speed with visibility of nearer features being shorter in duration. 
Features within the wider landscape may be viewed for longer periods and may be most visible when 
perpendicular to the road, where they are fleetingly glimpsed. Typically, movement through the landscape 
means that motorists are more likely to experience intermittent and filtered views due to screening surface 
features, particularly where hedgerow aligns the roadside.  

Magnitude of Change  

12.11.3.71 The photomontage in Volume B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-11d shows the predicted view of the project 
envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 2 A90 Inverquinzie.  

12.11.3.72 The view from Inverquinzie will undergo a low magnitude of change arising from operation and maintenance 
of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.73 The viewpoint lies 1.25 km from the OnSS and EBI which will appear beyond level farmland that extends 
from the foreground to the background, against a backdrop of open sky. A very small proportion of the 
Onshore Development will be visible, as only the uppermost parts of the OnSS and lightning masts will be 
visible. Intervening landform and vegetation, mainly hedgerows and associated trees, will screen most of 
the lower parts of the OnSS and EBI and any associated ground level activity. The OnSS and EBI will be a 
perceptible addition to the view that will be smaller in scale compared to blocks of conifer plantation that 
are the largest surface features in view. The OnSS and EBI will appear smaller in vertical scale and lateral 
extent compared to the small woodland at South Kirkton, to the north; and little greater in vertical extent 
than hedgerow trees in the fore to middle ground. The landscape context of the OnSS and EBI is relatively 
large scale, such that it will appear as a smaller and barely noticeable feature within the view that occupies 
a small proportion of the horizontal field of view and a very small proportion of the vertical field of view. The 
OnSS and EBI will be a new introduction to the view which contains limited development and none that 
appears to be of a similar character. However, the settled and modified character of the landscape which 
contains the A90 and overhead cables will limit the contrasting appearance of the OnSS and EBI. As an 
element of energy infrastructure, the OnSS and EBI will contrast with the surrounding agricultural landscape. 
The A90 is visible nearby with telephone poles aligning the road and crossing the landscape in the view 
towards the OnSS and EBI, but otherwise there is no visual precedent for the OnSS and EBI. While the OnSS 
and EBI will be a contrasting feature on the skyline, which otherwise is defined by level farmland, woodland 
and forestry, the existing skyline will largely remain unchanged. The OnSS and EBI will not notably extend 
above the skyline and will appear lower on the skyline than existing hedgerow in the foreground. A very 
small proportion of the constituent elements of the OnSS and EBI will be visible, comprising only the lightning 
masts and elements defining the upper parts of the northern and western aspects of the OnSS and EBI. 
Visibility of the OnSS and EBI will vary slightly throughout the year, due to the changing appearance of 
screening hedgerows and hedgerow trees which appears to be largely deciduous. 
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Significance of Effect (Year 1 post construction) 

12.11.3.74 Based on the medium-high sensitivity of residents of Inverquinzie and the low magnitude of change, the 
effects of operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development on the views they experience are 
assessed as Not Significant (Moderate/Minor) in EIA terms, long-term and permanent, in nature. The effects 
on views experienced by motorists on the A90, due to their medium sensitivity, are assessed as similar in 
nature and Not Significant (Minor) in EIA terms. 

Viewpoint 3 St Fergus's Church (Remains) 

Baseline Characteristics and Sensitivity to Change 

12.11.3.75 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-12a to 12-12c shows the view from Viewpoint 3 St Fergus's Church 
(Remains), which is representative of visitors to the church ruins and walkers on the Kirktown Beach 
Footpath. The viewpoint is located within the cemetery of the ruined church and generally looks across 
rough grassland and gently undulating pasture bounded by fencing and hedgerow, inland. Stone walls that 
enclose the cemetery lie to the immediate north and screen the view northwards. To the east, large coastal 
dunes close by screen the north easterly view. To the south-east is a long-range view of the sea where the 
dunes lower. Hywind Scotland's WTGs are discernible on the horizon. To the south rough grassland lies in 
the foreground with St Fergus links and urban development within Peterhead beyond enclosing the view. 
Taller structures within and around the town including Reform Tower, pylons, masts and the Remote Radar 
Head Buchan pierce the low and slightly undulating skyline in the relatively short-range view south 
southwest, towards the Onshore Development. This view looks over rough grassland in the foreground and 
low mixed woodland beyond that is backclothed by coniferous forestry which encloses the view. Looking 
inland to the west, undulating farmland encloses short-range views. Blocks of conifer forestry and tree 
groups within the farmland interrupt the low skyline. Pylons and, further north, onshore WTGs pierce the 
skyline. The latter appear quite close by and extend above well the skyline. Visitors to the church ruins and 
walkers on the Kirktown Beach Footpath have been attributed a high sensitivity rating, reflecting that the 
value of the view they experience is high and that their susceptibility to change within the view is high, for 
the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.76 Value. The viewpoint is not recognised either by OS mapping or provision of signage or facilities for 
enjoyment of the view but is a point on a footpath that may be locally valued for its scenic qualities. While 
the view is not afforded protection in planning policy, it encompasses parts of the North East Aberdeenshire 
Coast SLA, whose special qualities are protected, to the south. Landscape within the view exhibits the 
characteristic mix of horizontal composition, coastal paths and heritage features within open landscapes 
that are special qualities of the SLA. The church marks the start of the Kirktown Beach Footpath and is served 
by a car park nearby with signage for the path, indicating its popularity and its higher value. 

12.11.3.77 Susceptibility. Visitors to the church ruins and walkers on the Kirktown Beach Footpath have transient but 
longer duration views which they take in as they move about the ruins and graveyard and walk along the 
path. There is no particular focal point in view but beyond dunes to the east, the open sea is a natural 
attractor owing to its expansiveness. The contrasting urban development of Peterhead and its associated 
pylons provide an alternative but weaker feature in the distance to the south. The route provides vantage 
points on the large dunes overlooking the main feature of the North Sea and the low-lying farmland backing 
the coast.  
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Magnitude of change 

12.11.3.78 The photomontage in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-12d shows the predicted view of the project 
envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 3 St Fergus's Church (Remains). 

12.11.3.79 The view from the St Fergus church remains will undergo a medium magnitude of change arising from 
operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.80 The viewpoint lies 1 km from the OnSS and EBI. There will be a short/medium-range view that encompasses 
farmland in the fore to middle ground, the OnSS and EBI in the middle ground and enclosing woodland in 
the background. The eastern side of the OnSS and EBI will be visible, and the upper parts of the OnSS and 
EBI. Intervening vegetation will screen much of the bottom half of the OnSS and EBI and associated ground 
level activity. The OnSS and EBI will be a notable addition to the view that appears largely comparable in 
scale to existing features of the view. The OnSS and EBI will appear taller than the adjoining screening 
woodland, but the difference in level compared to the adjoining woodland will not be dramatic. The lateral 
extent of the OnSS and EBI will be contained and comparable to the small woodland at South Kirkton, to the 
north. Closer proximity to the Onshore Development and the large scale of its landscape context means that 
the OnSS and EBI will appear as a medium sized feature within the view, that occupies a smaller proportion 
of the horizontal field of view and a smaller proportion of the vertical field of view. The OnSS and EBI will 
contrast with the agricultural landscape surrounding it, although development of a similar nature is visible 
further afield.  

12.11.3.81 While there is little development in the Onshore Development Area, energy infrastructure is evident towards 
Peterhead where pylons are observable above residential development. More energy infrastructure is visible 
in the wider view, comprising WTGs further inland and taller structures within St Fergus Gas Terminal, to the 
north. Existing energy infrastructure is visible at this location and while the OnSS and EBI may differ in its 
appearance, it will be closely associated with the infrastructure, pylons and WTGs that are visible to the 
north. The OnSS and EBI will be a new, built element defining part of the skyline contrasting with the 
farmland, woodland and forestry which otherwise define the skyline, and the OnSS and EBI will rise 
noticeably above the existing skyline. A smaller proportion of the constituent elements of the OnSS and EBI 
will be visible, within the eastern aspect and the uppermost parts of the northern aspect. Visibility of the 
OnSS and EBI will not vary throughout the year, due to the consistent appearance of coniferous woodland 
that provides screening. 

Significance of Effect (Year 1 post construction) 

12.11.3.82 Based on the combination of the high receptor sensitivity at this viewpoint and the medium magnitude of 
change, the effects of the Onshore Development during operation and maintenance on the views 
experienced by visitors to the St Fergus church ruins and walkers on the Kirktown Beach Footpath are 
assessed as Significant (Major/Moderate) in EIA terms, direct, long-term and permanent. 

Significance of Effects (15 years post construction with Indicative Landscaping Strategy 
mitigation)  

12.11.3.83 Areas of neutral grassland with scattered trees within the Landfall Compound Area of Search are likely to be 
partially visible between the viewpoint and the OnSS and EBI, with scattered trees expected to provide 
slightly more screening of the OnSS and EBI at low level. The upper parts of the taller infrastructure and 
buildings within the OnSS and EBI are expected to continue to be visible, above and beyond the intervening 
retained broadleaf woodland cover and scattered trees (Figure 12-12e). The magnitude of change resulting 
from the Onshore Development, taking account of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy mitigation at 15 years 
post construction, is assessed as remaining medium primarily due to the visibility of the upper elements of 
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the OnSS and EBI project design envelope parameters. At 15 years post construction with the Indicative 
Landscaping Strategy mitigation, the effect is assessed as remaining Significant (Major/Moderate) in EIA 
terms, direct, long-term and permanent. 

Viewpoint 4 Kirktown Beach Footpath 

Baseline Characteristics and Sensitivity to Change 

12.11.3.84 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-13a to 12-13c show the view from Viewpoint 4 Kirktown Beach 
Footpath, which is representative of walkers on the Kirktown Beach Footpath and visitors to Kirktown Beach. 
The viewpoint is located on the top of a large dune backing the coastline. The view northwards is far-ranging 
and takes in rough grassland backing coastal dunes and farmland extending to a low relatively even skyline. 
St Fergus Gas Terminal lies towards the background and its tall structures extend well above the skyline. Tall 
coastal dunes enclose views north-east and eastwards. Towards the south-east the sea is visible between 
dunes. Hywind Scotland's WTGs are discernible on the sea horizon. To the south, beyond dunes in the middle 
ground, the coastline of Peterhead and part of the town encloses the view and defines a low skyline. The 
chimney of Peterhead Power Station extends well above the skyline with other taller structures including 
Reform Tower, pylons and masts piercing the skyline. The view to the south-west and the Onshore 
Development looks across dunes and rough grassland backing the dune systems. Mixed and coniferous 
forestry encloses much of the short-range view and defines a low and slightly undulating skyline. The top of 
pylons are visible on the skyline. To the west, views looking inland take in undulating farmland that encloses 
short-range views. Blocks of conifer forestry and tree groups towards the background interrupt the low 
skyline. Pylons pierce the skyline. St Fergus Cemetery lies to the north-west with onshore WTGs beyond. 
Some of these appear quite close by and extend above well the skyline. Further north, more distant WTGs 
are visible with a low hill topped with masts beyond and enclosing the view. 

12.11.3.85 Walkers on the Kirktown Beach Footpath and visitors to Kirktown Beach have been attributed a high 
sensitivity rating, reflecting that the value of the view they experience is high and that their susceptibility to 
change within the view is high, for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.86 Value. While the viewpoint is neither recognised by OS mapping or provision of signage or facilities for 
enjoyment of the view, the existence of the path indicates that the surrounding scenery is locally valued. 
The view is not afforded protection in planning policy, but encompasses parts of the North East 
Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, implying a higher landscape quality and value, whose special qualities are 
protected, to the south-west. Landscape within the view exhibits the characteristic mix of horizontal 
composition, and coastal paths that are special qualities of the SLA. The viewpoint is representative of the 
"panoramic views out to sea” that is special quality of the SLA, however inland views are not specifically 
recognised in the SLA special qualities. 

12.11.3.87 Susceptibility. Walkers on the Kirktown Beach Footpath and visitors to Kirktown Beach take in the view as 
they walk along the footpath or engage in recreation on the beach and, as consideration of the view from 
the path over these accessible dunes is an integral part of their experience, they are liable to be affected by 
the Onshore Development, albeit the more valued views to sea are not susceptible to the changes associated 
with the OnSS and EBI. The footpath is signposted, and hard surfacing of the footpath indicates it is a well-
used recreational route. The route provides vantage points from the accessible dunes of this part of the SLA 
overlooking the main feature of the North Sea and the dune grasslands, woodland and low-lying farmland 
backing the coast.  
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Magnitude of Change 

12.11.3.88 The photomontage in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-13d shows the predicted view of the project 
envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 4 Kirktown Beach Footpath. 

12.11.3.89 The view from the Kirkton Beach Footpath will undergo a high magnitude of change arising from operation 
and maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.90 The viewpoint lies 0.5 km from the OnSS and EBI. The Onshore Development will be seen within a short-
range view and will appear in the background, against a backdrop of open sky and beyond a fore to middle 
ground of dunes and coniferous woodland. A considerable proportion of the OnSS and EBI will be visible 
between forestry adjoining the Onshore Development Area's boundaries, particularly that along the north. 
Mixed woodland adjoining the eastern boundary will only screen parts at ground level and more of the 
eastern aspect will be visible. Close proximity to the OnSS and EBI means that it will appear as a larger feature 
within the view that is slightly taller but much less wide than the surrounding woodland. The OnSS and EBI 
will appear wider compared to the small woodland at North Kirkton. The OnSS and EBI will contrast with the 
dunes that occupy the foreground and agricultural hinterland that characterises the landscape surrounding 
it. Energy infrastructure within the immediate context of settled landscape is limited to pylons. While the 
OnSS and EBI may differ in its appearance, it will appear similar in character and form with St Fergus Gas 
Terminal, which is visible in the wider view to the north. Visibility of the OnSS and EBI will vary little 
throughout the year, due to the constant appearance of screening coniferous woodland. 

Significance of effect (Year 1 post construction) 

12.11.3.91 Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of walkers on the Kirktown Beach Footpath and visitors to 
Kirktown Beach, and the high magnitude of change, during operation and maintenance of the Onshore 
Development the effects on the views they experience are assessed as Significant (Major) in EIA terms, 
direct, long-term and permanent. 

Significance of Effects (15 years post construction with Indicative Landscaping Strategy 
mitigation)  

12.11.3.92 Areas of neutral grassland with scattered trees within the Landfall Compound Area of Search are likely to be 
partially visible between the viewpoint and the OnSS and EBI, with scattered trees expected to provide 
slightly more screening of the OnSS and EBI at low level. The upper parts of the taller infrastructure and 
buildings within the OnSS and EBI are expected to continue to be visible, above and beyond the intervening 
retained broadleaf woodland cover and scattered trees (Figure 12-13e). The magnitude of change resulting 
from the Onshore Development, taking account of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy mitigation at 15 years 
post construction, is assessed as remaining high primarily due to the visibility of the upper elements of the 
OnSS and EBI project design envelope parameters. At 15 years post construction with the Indicative 
Landscaping Strategy mitigation, the effect is assessed as remaining Significant (Major) in EIA terms, direct, 
long-term and permanent. 

Viewpoint 5 Bearhill 

Baseline Characteristics and Sensitivity to Change 

12.11.3.93 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-14a to 12-14c show the view from Viewpoint 5 Bearhill, which is 
representative of residents of Bearhill. The viewpoint is located next to a minor road serving Kirkton running 
along the crest of a hill further inland from the coast and overlooks a largely level coastal plain of arable 
farmland bounded by hedgerow. To the west, an extensive conifer plantation separates the farmland from 
dunes, just visible beyond and the sea, in the background. Overhead cables and posts lead from the 
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foreground to development including housing and agricultural buildings at Lunderton in the middle ground. 
Road traffic on the A90 is visible, crossing the view. Within the wider context of the view, the northern edge 
of Peterhead lies to the south. Larger buildings associated with Peterhead's harbour are discernible. The five 
WTGs of Hywind Scotland lie on the horizon of open sea. Within the intervening seascape are fishing boats, 
inshore, and shipping further out to sea. The view is expansive and long-range. To the south is farmland, the 
low Castle Hill and an increasingly wooded landscape further inland. Pylons cross the view. Peterhead and 
larger buildings within Dales Industrial Park lie in the background. Reform Tower, Peterhead Power Station 
and distant pylons pierce the low and slightly undulating skyline. Low hills covered by farmland enclose the 
south-westerly view. The summit of the hill lies to the north-west with farmland extending across it to distant 
hill, low hills. Telephone posts and pylons lie in the foreground with a single WTG piercing the skyline to the 
west. The view north is screened by hedgerows in the immediate foreground with a dwelling just beyond. 
Views tend to be long-range and expansive with those to the north-west and north being short-range. 

12.11.3.94 Residents of Bearhill have been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting that the value of the 
view they experience is medium-high and that their susceptibility to change within the view is medium-high, 
for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.95 Value. The viewpoint is a natural vantage point but is neither recognised by OS mapping nor by provision of 
signage or facilities for enjoyment of the view. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy but 
encompasses parts of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, whose special qualities are protected, to the 
east. The landscape within the view exhibits the "horizontal emphasis" and "gradual transition from land to 
sea" that are special qualities of the SLA and contains "rolling dunes" backing "expansive beaches" that are 
another special quality of the area. The landscape in view is largely unrepresentative of the SLA's other 
special qualities that are related to the scenic qualities of the coastline's beaches or related heritage assets 
and settlement. Designation of the landscape implies a higher quality and value that is limited by an 
observable level of modification by farming, commercial forestry, settlement within Lunderton and 
Lunderton Cottages, the urban influence of Peterhead and associated infrastructure. 

12.11.3.96 Susceptibility. Residents of Bearhill take in the view from their place of residence and, as consideration of 
the view is an integral part of their experience, they are more liable to be affected by the Onshore 
Development. Three properties lie near the viewpoint. The low number of houses in the vicinity of the 
viewpoint and their varying orientation towards the sea indicates that a lower number of sensitive receptors 
take in this view. 

Magnitude of Change 

12.11.3.97 The photomontage in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-14d shows the predicted view of the project 
envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 5 Bearhill. 

12.11.3.98 The view from Bearhill will undergo a medium magnitude of change arising from operation and maintenance 
of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.99 A medium-range view of the OnSS and EBI will be seen as the viewpoint lies 1.2 km from the OnSS and EBI. 
The Onshore Development will lie in the middle ground, beyond arable farmland, between coniferous 
woodland, and against a backdrop of dunes, open sea and sky. An unimpeded view of the western aspect of 
the OnSS and EBI will be seen, and its full height and width will be visible. Visibility of the OnSS and EBI will 
be almost entirely limited to this aspect, which will partially screen constituent elements behind. The OnSS 
and EBI will be a notable addition to the view, whose scale will appear moderate within the larger scale of 
the immediately surrounding landscape and the much more expansive backdrop of open sea and sky. Within 
this context the OnSS and EBI will appear more limited in lateral extent but largely comparable in height to 
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the extensive conifer plantation around it. Perspective from this elevated viewpoint and the expansive scale 
of the landscape context means that the OnSS and EBI will appear as medium sized features within the view 
that together occupy a smaller proportion of the horizontal field of view and a smaller proportion of the 
vertical field of view. The OnSS and EBI will contrast with the surrounding landscape of farmland and forestry. 
Looking directly at the OnSS and EBI, visible infrastructure is limited to telephone poles in the foreground 
and offshore WTGs, within the distant Hywind Scotland. In the wider context, a number of infrastructural 
elements within the area around Peterhead are discernible, including pylons and the chimney of Peterhead 
Power Station. The OnSS and EBI will form an addition to a view that already contains, in the wider view, a 
level of energy infrastructure development. A higher level of development, including energy infrastructure, 
is observable in the wider context towards and within Peterhead, to the south-east. The horizon of open sea 
and the skyline defined by terrestrial features including forestry and dunes will undergo little change arising 
from the introduction of the OnSS and EBI. While the OnSS and EBI will be a new element of a contrasting 
infrastructural nature that defines part of the skyline they will barely encroach on the existing skyline and 
will not rise above the level of the sea horizon. A smaller proportion of the constituent elements of the OnSS 
and EBI will be visible with smaller elements behind and the larger part of buildings extending away from 
the viewer being screened. Visibility of the OnSS and EBI will not vary throughout the year, due to the lack 
of screening and associated ground level activity will be observable. 

Significance of Effect (Year 1 post construction) 

12.11.3.100 Based on the medium-high sensitivity of residents of Bearhill and the medium magnitude of change, the 
effects of the operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development on the views they experience are 
assessed as Significant (Moderate) in EIA terms. The moderate effect of the Onshore Development at this 
location is considered to be significant, on balance, because of the elevated aspect that affords views over 
and into the OnSS and EBI, and the landscape within the view exhibits the "horizontal emphasis" that is a 
special quality of the area. The scale of the landscape in view and the sea horizon are however relatively 
large in scale to accommodate the addition of the OnSS and EBI, and while they will include a number of 
larger buildings, their height will appear comparable to and contained within the adjoining forestry. The sea 
horizon will also remain unbroken by the OnSS and EBI and the "gradual transition from land to sea" that is 
another special quality of the area will not be interrupted. The Hywind Scotland WTGs also provide a visual 
precedent for energy infrastructure. 

Significance of Effects (15 years post construction with Indicative Landscaping Strategy 
mitigation)  

12.11.3.101 The operational OnSS and EBI will be partially visible in the mid-ground of the view but is expected to be 
increasingly screened by broadleaved woodland to the east of the OnSS and EBI (Figure 12-14e), particularly 
the lower EBI and battery storage infrastructure, which are likely to be largely screened by trees. It will 
mainly be the upper parts of the taller infrastructure and buildings within the OnSS and EBI that will be 
visible, beyond and above the intervening woodland, with the lower infrastructure and ground level features 
screened by the well-established woodland planting. Broadleaved woodland planting to the west of the 
OnSS and EBI will provide a visual connection between the woodland areas to the north and south of the 
OnSS and EBI and provide screening of the access road. The species rich hedgerow planted along around the 
field at Lunderton / A90 will also be evident and provide an extension of hedgerow elements that are 
characteristic in the local landscape. The magnitude of change resulting from the Onshore Development, 
taking account of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy mitigation at 15 years post construction, is assessed 
as remaining medium primarily due to the visibility of the upper elements of the OnSS and EBI project design 
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envelope parameters. At 15 years post construction with the Indicative Landscaping Strategy mitigation, the 
effect is assessed as remaining Significant (Moderate) in EIA terms, direct, long-term and permanent. 

Viewpoint 6 A90 Lunderton 

Baseline Characteristics and Sensitivity to Change 

12.11.3.102 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-15a to 12-15c show the view from Viewpoint 6 A90 Lunderton, which 
is representative of residents of Lunderton and motorists on the A90. The viewpoint is located on the A90 
at Lunderton. The view north takes in farmland enclosed by coniferous forestry in the background. The A90 
and overhead cables and posts run parallel to it extending northwards. The view north-east looks towards 
the Onshore Development Area. In the fore to middle ground, the view encompasses surrounding near flat 
arable farmland, bounded by hedgerow. Large blocks of forestry enclose the short-range view, forming the 
background and defining a low and near level skyline, with a backdrop of open sky. Within the wider context 
of the viewpoint, the Lunderton Cottages (Viewpoint 10) lie in the middle ground to the north. The view east 
takes in farmland enclosed by coniferous forestry on rising ground. Landform encloses the view south and 
buildings within Lunderton back the viewpoint to the east. Beyond these features, land rising inland is 
predominantly covered by farmland with woodland to the south-west. Views tend to be short-range and 
wide with longer views to the south-west, west and north-west, where buildings within Lunderton allow. 

12.11.3.103 Lunderton lies approximately 0.5 km south-west of the OnSS and EBI, at its closest point. The settlement lies 
west of a long, straight section of the A90 adjoining the Onshore Development Area and comprises two 
bungalows and two properties further west. Mature trees lie within the curtilage of the easternmost of these 
properties. The bungalows are set back from the road with their frontages addressing the road. Looking 
towards the Onshore Development Area, open fields provide good visibility of the surrounding area that is 
interrupted by individual properties and trees along their access road. 

12.11.3.104 Residents have been attributed medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting the medium value of the view and 
that their susceptibility to change within the view is high. Motorists on the A90 have been attributed medium 
sensitivity rating, reflecting that their susceptibility to change within the view is medium-low. The reasoning 
behind these ratings is set out below.  

12.11.3.105 Value. The viewpoint is a point on the primary route located at the small settlement but is not a viewpoint 
that is recognised for its scenic value either by OS mapping or provision of signage or facilities for enjoyment 
of the view. Planning policy does not protect the view which encompasses parts of the North East 
Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, whose special qualities are protected, to the east. The landscape within the view 
exhibits the horizontal emphasis that is a special quality of the SLA but is largely unrepresentative of its other 
special qualities which are related to the coastline of beaches or related heritage features and settlements. 
Designation of the landscape establishes that it is valued by society for its scenic vale at the local level and 
implies a higher quality to the landscape, that is limited by its settled and modified character which includes 
farmland, commercial forestry and the A90. The road, overhead telephone lines and posts influence the rural 
character of the viewpoint's setting. 

12.11.3.106 Susceptibility. Residents of Lunderton take in the view from their place of residence and, as views are 
integral to the experience of their place of residence, they are liable to be affected by the Onshore 
Development. Two bungalows adjoin the A90, indicating that a low number of receptors will be affected. 
Motorists are less liable to be affected by the Onshore Development, due to the incidental, transient and 
short-lived nature of the views they experience and their weak visual relationship with the landscape 
immediately adjoining the road.  
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Magnitude of Change 

12.11.3.107 The photomontage in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-15d shows the predicted view of the project 
envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 6 A90 Lunderton. 

12.11.3.108 The view from Lunderton will undergo a medium-high magnitude of change arising from operation and 
maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.109 The viewpoint lies approximately 0.5 km from the OnSS and EBI. Beyond a foreground of farmland, there 
will be a short-range view of the Onshore Development in the middle ground against a background of 
enclosing coniferous woodland and a backdrop of open sky. Much of the western aspect of the OnSS will be 
visible, including much of its lateral extent and most of its vertical extent, although intervening vegetation 
will screen the OnSS and EBI at ground level and coniferous forestry will screen most of the southern aspect. 
A small proportion of the southern aspect of the OnSS and EBI comprising the uppermost parts and lightning 
masts will also be visible. The OnSS and EBI will be a notable addition to the view that appears larger in scale 
in comparison to existing features of the view, such as hedgerow and hedgerow trees bounding the 
farmland. The OnSS and EBI will appear larger in vertical scale compared to the adjoining coniferous 
woodland. Within the wider context, Lunderton Cottages are small buildings compared to the OnSS and EBI. 
Close proximity to the OnSS and EBI and the smaller scale of the immediate landscape context defined by 
the enclosing coniferous forestry means that the OnSS and EBI will appear as larger sized features within the 
view. Together, these will occupy a moderate proportion of the horizontal field of view and vertical field of 
view. 

12.11.3.110 The OnSS and EBI will introduce larger scale energy infrastructure to a view which is largely characterised by 
farmland and forestry and will contrast strongly with these elements of the landscape. While overhead 
telephone lines and posts, and the A90 influence this landscape, the limited development in view is smaller 
scale and residential. Coniferous forestry defines the skyline and the OnSS and EBI will be a new artificial 
element defining part of it. While the nature of the OnSS and EBI means it will contrast with the existing 
skyline, its extension above the skyline will be relatively modest. A moderate to low proportion of the 
constituent elements of the OnSS and the EBI, lying towards the west, will be visible due to screening by 
intervening vegetation which will also screen associated activity at ground level. Visibility of the OnSS and 
EBI will barely vary throughout the year, due to the low level of screening by deciduous hedgerow and the 
coniferous nature of screening forestry. 

Significance of Effect (Year 1 post construction) 

12.11.3.111 Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of residents of Lunderton and the medium-high 
magnitude of change, the effects of the operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development on the 
views they experience are assessed as Significant (Major/Moderate) in EIA terms, direct, long-term and 
permanent. The moderate effect on the views experienced by Lunderton's residents is considered significant 
because the OnSS and EBI will be uncharacteristic of the enclosed, smaller scale, agricultural landscape 
within view. The OnSS will appear substantially larger than other structures within view and will be largely 
unprecedented. 

12.11.3.112 Due to the medium sensitivity of motorists on the A90 and the medium-high magnitude of change, the 
effects on the views they experienced are assessed as Significant (Moderate) in EIA terms, direct, long-term 
and permanent. 
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Significance of Effects (15 years post construction with Indicative Landscaping Strategy 
mitigation)  

12.11.3.113 The operational OnSS and EBI will be partially visible in the mid-ground of the view but is expected to be 
increasingly screened by broadleaved woodland to the west of the OnSS and EBI (Figure 12-15e), particularly 
the lower EBI and battery storage compounds, which are likely to be largely screened by trees. It will mainly 
be the upper parts of the taller infrastructure and buildings within the OnSS and EBI that will be visible, 
beyond and above the intervening woodland, with the lower infrastructure and ground level features 
screened by the well-established woodland planting. Broadleaved woodland planting to the west of the 
OnSS and EBI will provide a visual connection between the woodland areas to the north and south of the 
OnSS and EBI. The magnitude of change resulting from the Onshore Development, taking account of the 
Indicative Landscaping Strategy mitigation at 15 years post construction, is assessed as remaining medium-
high primarily due to the visibility of the upper elements of the OnSS and EBI project design envelope 
parameters. At 15 years post construction with the Indicative Landscaping Strategy mitigation, the effect is 
assessed as remaining Significant (Major/Moderate) in EIA terms, direct, long-term and permanent. 

Viewpoint 7 Hallmoss 

Baseline Characteristics and Sensitivity to Change 

12.11.3.114 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-16a to 12-16c show the view from Viewpoint 7 Hallmoss, which is 
representative of residents of Hallmoss. The viewpoint lies on a minor road further inland from the coast 
and overlooks a very gently undulating plain of farmland bounded by hedgerow with trees, to the north. 
Extensive conifer plantation forestry on higher ground encloses the moderate range view north-east, 
towards the Onshore development Area. Overhead cables and posts within farmland in the middle ground 
lead to development including housing and agricultural buildings at Lunderton (Viewpoint 6), towards the 
background. Road traffic on the A90 is discernible, traversing the view. Landform, beyond nearby farm 
buildings and adjoining the A90, and at Castle Hill, to the immediate south restricts views to the east and 
south, respectively. Backing the viewpoint beyond the minor road, houses within Hallmoss restrict the view 
south-west. The view south is very short-range with relatively short-range views to east and west. Views 
north-west and north are longer with the view north-east being medium-range.   

12.11.3.115 Residents of Hallmoss have been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting that the view is of 
medium value and that their susceptibility to change in the view is high, for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.116 Value. The viewpoint is a point on the settlement edge and is not a defined location for appraising the view. 
The viewpoint is not recognised either by OS mapping or provision of signage or facilities for enjoyment of 
the view. The view itself is not afforded protection in planning policy, but encompasses parts of the North 
East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, whose special qualities are protected, to the east. The landscape within the 
view exhibits the horizontal emphasis that is a special quality of the SLA, but otherwise is largely 
unrepresentative of the SLA's special qualities which tend to relate to the coastline of beaches and related 
heritage features and settlements. Designation of the landscape implies a higher landscape quality and 
value, that is limited by the settled and modified nature of the landscape in view, which includes farming, 
commercial forestry and the urban influence of Peterhead nearby. 

12.11.3.117 Susceptibility. Residents of Hallmoss take in the view from their place of residence and, as consideration of 
the view is an integral part of their experience, they are more liable to the effects of the Onshore 
Development. 
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Magnitude of Change  

12.11.3.118 The photomontage in Volume B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-16d shows the predicted view of the project 
envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 7 Hallmoss.  

12.11.3.119 The view from Hallmoss will undergo a medium-low magnitude of change arising from operation and 
maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.120 The viewpoint lies approximately 1.2 km from the OnSS and EBI. There will be a medium-range view of the 
Onshore Development. Farmland will lie in the fore to middle ground. The Onshore Development will appear 
in the background alongside enclosing coniferous woodland and visible against a backdrop of open sky. A 
moderate to low proportion of the OnSS and EBI will be visible, comprising the full lateral extent and much 
of the vertical extent of the western aspect and the topmost parts of the southern aspect. Intervening 
landform will screen much of the southern aspect apart from its topmost parts. The OnSS and EBI will be a 
notable addition to the view that appears broadly comparable in height to the adjoining plantation forestry 
and smaller in its width. Built form at Lunderton and the nearer Lunderton Cottages, which are considerably 
smaller, will appear similar in scale due to their closer proximity. The effects of perspective mean that built 
form at Lunderton will occupy a similar 'visual envelope' to the OnSS and EBI as they will appear broadly 
similar in vertical and lateral extent, taking into account the elevated position of the OnSS and EBI. Within 
the wider landscape context, relatively close landform to the south will appear greater in scale than the OnSS 
and EBI. Within its relatively large scale landscape context, the OnSS and EBI will appear as a smaller feature 
within the view which occupies a smaller proportion of the horizontal field of view and a small proportion 
of the vertical field of view. The OnSS and EBI will be an uncharacteristic addition that contrasts with the 
visible landscape, which is well settled with farmland and forestry but which does not contain industrial 
development or similar energy infrastructure. Development in view tends to be residential or related to 
farming with infrastructure limited to overhead cables and posts. Existing development in the view, that is 
smaller scale and does not include energy infrastructure and does not provide a visual precedent for the 
OnSS and EBI whose scale will be uncharacteristic of built form within the view. Individual larger scale 
agricultural buildings and smaller scale residential houses at Lunderton will appear smaller scale in 
comparison to the OnSS and EBI, if the settlement as a whole is quite similar in its overall extent. Coniferous 
forestry defines the near level skyline, against which the OnSS and EBI will be a new, contrasting element of 
energy infrastructure. The OnSS and EBI will define part of the skyline and while it will rise slightly above the 
level of the extensive conifer woodland around it, it will remain below the level of the landform in the wider 
view, to the south. A lower proportion of the constituent elements will be visible as only the uppermost 
parts of the OnSS and EBI will be visible. Lightning masts will be visible in their entirety and only ground level 
activity within the west of the OnSS and EBI will be observable. Visibility of the OnSS and EBI will not vary 
throughout the year, due to the coniferous nature of screening forestry. 

Significance of Effects (Year 1 post construction) 

12.11.3.121 Based on the medium-high sensitivity of residents of the Hallmoss area and the medium-low magnitude of 
change, the effects on the views they experience arising from the operation and maintenance of the Onshore 
Development are assessed as Significant (Moderate) in EIA terms, direct, long-term and permanent. This 
moderate effect is considered significant because the OnSS and EBI will be prominent, uncharacteristic and 
larger scale elements of energy infrastructure within the largely rural setting of the view, with the OnSS and 
EBI forming a notable alteration to the existing forested skyline backdrop to the agricultural landscape in the 
view.  
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Significance of Effects (15 years post construction with Indicative Landscaping Strategy 
mitigation)  

12.11.3.122 The operational OnSS and EBI will be partially visible in the mid-ground of the view but is expected to be 
increasingly screened by broadleaved woodland to the west of the OnSS and EBI (Figure 12-16e), particularly 
the lower EBI and battery storage compounds, which are likely to be largely be screened by trees. It will 
mainly be the upper parts of the taller infrastructure and buildings within the OnSS and EBI that will be 
visible, beyond and above the intervening woodland, with the lower infrastructure and ground level features 
screened by the well-established woodland planting. Broadleaved woodland planting to the west of the 
OnSS and EBI will provide a visual connection between the woodland areas to the north and south of the 
OnSS and EBI. The magnitude of change resulting from the Onshore Development, taking account of the 
Indicative Landscaping Strategy mitigation at 15 years post construction, is assessed as remaining medium-
low primarily due to the visibility of the upper elements of the OnSS and EBI project design envelope 
parameters. At 15 years post construction with the Indicative Landscaping Strategy mitigation, the effect is 
assessed as remaining Significant (Moderate) in EIA terms, direct, long-term and permanent. 

Viewpoint 8 Core Path, Craigewan 

Baseline Characteristics and Sensitivity to Change 

12.11.3.123 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-17a to 12-17c show the view from Viewpoint 8 Core Path, 
Craigewan., which is representative of walkers on the core path (7LD.01.18) and golfers using the St Fergus 
Links. The viewpoint is located on the top of a large dune backing the coastline and looks north along the 
coastline of beach and grass-covered dunes. Peterhead Golf Course is partially visible in the foreground to 
the west, with farmland beyond. Extensive coniferous forestry encloses much of the relatively short-range 
view and defines a low and slightly undulating skyline inland that becomes more uneven to the east, where 
it is defined by dunes. A small number of isolated properties are discernible within the farmland. Onshore 
WTGs at Bruxiehill are prominent on the landward skyline with pylons beyond. Several tall masts are 
discernible beyond the plantation forestry. Taller structures within St Fergus Gas Terminal are also 
prominent on the seaward skyline, beyond the large dunes leading to Kirkton Head. The sea occupies views 
towards the east, with Hywind Scotland's WTGs discernible on the sea horizon. The coastal edge of 
Peterhead, including Gadle Braes (Viewpoint 9), beyond the mouth of the River Ugie curtails the view south. 
The Peterhead Power Station chimney rises will above the regular, very gently undulating skyline defined by 
buildings in the town. Landform to the immediate west screens much of the view west. The seaward view is 
long-range and expansive, that towards Peterhead is short-range and partially enclosed the landform of the 
coastal edge.  

12.11.3.124 Walkers and golfers at this location have been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting that 
the view they experience is of medium-high value and that their susceptibility to change within the view is 
medium-high, for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.125 Value. The viewpoint is a point on the coastal core path following the edge of the golf course and is not a 
defined viewpoint for appraisal of the view but illustrative of views from the core path and the golf course. 
The viewpoint is not recognised either by OS mapping or provision of signage or facilities for enjoyment of 
the view. Although the view is not afforded protection in planning policy, it encompasses parts of the North 
East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, whose special qualities are protected, to the north-west. The landscape 
within the view exhibits the "horizontal composition", "gradual transition from land to sea", "expansive 
beaches backed by rolling dunes" and "coastal paths, accessible dunes, golf courses and popular beaches" 
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that are special qualities of the SLA. Designation of the landscape implies a higher quality and value, that is 
limited by the presence of commercial forestry, WTGs and St Fergus Gas Terminal. 

12.11.3.126 Susceptibility. The view is an intrinsic part of the experience of walkers and golfers at this location, and as 
these receptors take in the view as they walk along the core path or play golf they are liable to be more 
affected by the Onshore Development. 

Magnitude of Change 

12.11.3.127 The photomontage in Volume B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-17d shows the predicted view of the project 
envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 8 Core Path, Craigewan.  

12.11.3.128 The view from the core path at Craigewan will undergo a low magnitude of change arising from operation 
and maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.129 The viewpoint lies 1.7 km from the OnSS and EBI. There will be a relatively long-range view of the Onshore 
Development. Coastline with coastal dunes that forms a bay will appear in the fore to middle ground. The 
OnSS will appear in the background against a backdrop of open sky. A small proportion of the OnSS and EBI 
will be visible, including its full width and its topmost parts. Intervening forestry will screen much of the OnSS 
and EBI and any ground level activity. The OnSS and EBI will be a noticeable addition to the view that appears 
comparable in vertical scale to the adjoining forestry and smaller in its lateral extent. Bruxiehill's WTGs, 
further inland, will appear taller than the OnSS and EBI which will appear comparable in height to the taller 
visible elements within St Fergus Gas Terminal. The dune landscape in the foreground, will appear greater 
in scale than the OnSS and EBI. Relative to its larger scale landscape context, the OnSS and EBI will appear 
as a smaller feature within the view that occupies a smaller proportion of the horizontal field of view and a 
very small proportion of the vertical field of view. Energy infrastructure, comprising Bruxiehill's WTGs and 
towers within St Fergus Gas Terminal, is visible at this location and provides some visual precedent for the 
OnSS and EBI, which otherwise will contrast with the near natural coastal landscape and lightly settled 
hinterland. Beyond these elements, development has little presence within the view, which is limited to 
individual properties, notably at Lunderton Cottages and Bearhill. There are no large scale buildings within 
the view and any within the OnSS and EBI will be perceived as an addition to the view, which includes the 
towers of St Fergus Gas Terminal. Other elements of the OnSS and EBI may appear sufficiently similar to 
structures within St Fergus Gas Terminal that they will appear to maintain the existing character of the visible 
landscape. Landform and forestry defines the skyline and the OnSS and EBI will be a marginally taller defining 
feature, that will appear comparable in height to towers within St Fergus Gas Terminal. These elements of 
energy infrastructure pierce the slightly sloping skyline, providing a precedent for the individual components 
of the OnSS and EBI. A smaller number of constituent elements of the OnSS and EBI will be visible defining 
its southern and eastern aspects. Visibility of the OnSS and EBI will not vary throughout the year, due to the 
coniferous nature of screening forestry. 

Significance of Effects (Year 1 post construction) 

12.11.3.130 Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of walkers and golfers at viewpoint 8 and the low 
magnitude of change, the effects of the Onshore Development during operation and maintenance on their 
views are assessed as Not Significant (Moderate/Minor) in EIA terms, direct, long-term and permanent. 

Viewpoint 9 Peterhead, Gadle Braes 

Baseline Characteristics and Sensitivity to Change  

12.11.3.131 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-18a to 12-18c show the view from Viewpoint 9 Peterhead, Gadle 
Braes, which is representative of residents of Peterhead. The viewpoint is located on the coastline and looks 
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north, over the mouth of the River Ugie and along the coastline of grass-covered dunes beyond. Peterhead 
Golf Course is visible on landform partially enclosing the view. Further north, extensive coniferous forestry 
also encloses the moderate-range view. Inland, the skyline is slightly undulating and becomes increasingly 
low as it progresses towards Kirkton Head, and more uneven where it is defined by dunes. An isolated 
building within Peterhead Golf Course appears low on the landward skyline with onshore WTGs at Bruxiehill 
piercing it further inland. Several tall masts are barely discernible beyond the plantation forestry. St Fergus 
Gas Terminal is prominent above the lower, seaward skyline, beyond large dunes. The sea occupies the view 
to the north-east and much of the view east. To the south an open area of grass slopes up to houses set back 
from the coastal edge. These tend to face northwards. The view west looks along the southern bank of the 
River Ugie past the George Birnie Memorial Footbridge to the Waterside neighbourhood. On sloping land, 
this area of Peterhead restricts the view west. Pylons extend well above the skyline. While seaward views 
are long-range and expansive, those to the west are short-range and the south are very short-range. 

12.11.3.132 Residents of Peterhead at Gadle Braes have been attributed a high sensitivity rating, reflecting that the view 
they experience is of medium-high value and that their susceptibility to change within the view is medium-
high, for the reasons set out below.  

12.11.3.133 Value. The viewpoint is located on a promenade with benches nearby which indicates that the view is valued 
locally even if it is not a defined viewpoint that is recognised by OS mapping or provision of signage. The 
view itself is not afforded protection in planning policy, but encompasses parts of the North East 
Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, whose special qualities are protected. Landscape within the view exhibits the 
"overriding horizontal composition, emphasised by low-lying landform and 'soft' gradual transition from land 
to sea", "expansive beaches backed by rolling dunes" and "coastal paths, accessible dunes, golf courses and 
popular beaches" that are special qualities of the SLA. Otherwise the landscape in view is less representative 
of the SLA's special qualities, which tend to be related to direct views out to sea and the associated heritage 
features and settlements associated with the sea. Designation by this SLA implies a higher quality and value 
to the visible landscape but the urban character of the viewpoint setting, and visibility of Bruxiehill's WTGs, 
masts and tall structures within St Fergus Gas Terminal, limits the natural character of the scene and its 
scenic quality. 

12.11.3.134 Susceptibility. Local residents take in the view from their place of residence and, as the view of the coastline 
leading to Kirkton Head is an intrinsic part of their experience, they are liable to be more affected by the 
Onshore Development.  

Magnitude of Change  

12.11.3.135 The photomontage in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-18d shows the predicted view of the project 
envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 9 Peterhead, Gadle Braes. 

12.11.3.136 The view from Gadle Braes, Peterhead will undergo a negligible magnitude of change arising from operation 
and maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.137 The viewpoint lies 2.7 km from the OnSS and EBI. There will be a relatively long-range view of the OnSS and 
EBI. The mouth of the River Ugie and the adjoining coastline will appear in the foreground and the OnSS will 
appear within a low-lying landscape against a backdrop of open sky. A small proportion of the OnSS and EBI 
will be visible, including its full lateral extent and the tallest infrastructure within the OnSS and EBI, due to 
intervening forestry that will screen all but the very topmost parts. The tops of lightning masts will be visible. 
The OnSS and EBI will be a perceptible addition to the view. The vertical scale of the OnSS and EBI will appear 
smaller than the Bruxiehill WTGs inland and comparable to the intervening forestry. The OnSS and EBI will 
appear relatively contained as it will appear narrower than the adjoining coniferous plantation. Within its 
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relatively large scale landscape context, the OnSS and EBI will be a comparatively small feature that occupies 
a smaller proportion of the horizontal field of view and a very small proportion of the vertical field of view. 
Energy infrastructure has little presence within the view beyond WTGs further inland at Bruxiehill and 
structures within the St Fergus Gas Terminal. These provide some precedent for the OnSS and EBI, which 
otherwise will contrast with the near natural coastal landscape of beach and backing dunes. Within the wider 
context, the urban influence of Peterhead is quite strong to the west and as the setting of the viewpoint. A 
larger building within Craigewan Links is isolated on the skyline and provides a visual precedent for any large 
scale buildings within the OnSS and EBI. These are anticipated to be similar in form if not in colour or scale. 

12.11.3.138 Landform, forestry and dunes define the skyline, and the OnSS and EBI will be a low-lying defining feature 
on it that will contrast with these landscape elements. The OnSS and EBI will be lower in level than the 
building within the Peterhead Golf Club course; taller structures within St Fergus Gas Terminal; and the 
towers of the Bruxiehill WTGs. These elements on the gently falling skyline provide a precedent for the 
individual components of the OnSS and EBI. Forestry will screen most of the OnSS and EBI and a small 
number of its elements will be visible. The tops of lightning masts will be visible. Visibility of the OnSS and 
EBI will not vary throughout the year, due to screening by coniferous forestry. 

Significance of Effects (Year 1 post construction) 

12.11.3.139 Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of Peterhead's residents at Gadle Braes and the negligible 
magnitude of change, the effects of the Onshore Development on the views they experience are assessed 
as Not Significant (Minor) in EIA terms, direct, long-term and permanent. 

Viewpoint 10 A90 Lunderton Cottages 

Baseline Characteristics and Sensitivity to Change 

12.11.3.140 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-19 show the view from Viewpoint 10 A90 Lunderton Cottages, which 
is representative of local residents. The viewpoint is located just north of Lunderton Cottages, on the edge 
of a field enclosed by hedgerow with trees and the short-range view looks east to the Onshore Development. 
The very gently undulating arable field lies in the immediate foreground. Adjoining coniferous forestry 
encloses the relatively narrow view and defines a low and relatively level skyline. Forestry and hedgerow 
with trees severely restricts the extent of the view, which is highly contained. Building within Lunderton 
Cottages and landform beyond restrict the view south. Beyond very intermittent hedgerow along the A90, 
road traffic crosses the view. Bear Hill curtails the view with a pylon on the skyline it defines. Landform and 
conifer forestry screens the views north-west and north, respectively. These enclosed views are short-range 
and relatively narrow. The view south is particularly narrow and short-range.  

12.11.3.141 Residents of Lunderton Cottages have been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting that the 
view they experience is of medium value and that their susceptibility to change within the view is high, for 
the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.142 Value. The viewpoint is not a defined viewpoint for appreciation of the view but is a point located at 
residential properties near to the site of the OnSS and EBI. The viewpoint is neither recognised by OS 
mapping nor by provision of signage or facilities for enjoyment of the view. While the view is not afforded 
protection in planning policy, it encompasses parts of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, whose special 
qualities are protected. The landscape within the view exhibits the horizontal emphasis and low-lying 
topography that is a special quality of the SLA, but otherwise is largely unrepresentative of the SLA's special 
qualities which tend to relate to the coastline, it's beaches, heritage assets and settlements. While 
designation of the landscape implies a higher quality and value, this is limited by the settled character of the 
landscape which is modified by agriculture and forestry. The view is largely typical of the farmland within 
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the area although its highly enclosed nature and simple composition of the field and enclosing forestry is 
relatively unusual.  

12.11.3.143 Susceptibility. The residents of Lunderton Cottage take in the view from their place of residence and as it is 
an intrinsic part of their experience, they are liable to be more affected by the Onshore Development.  

Magnitude of Change 

12.11.3.144 The photomontage in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-19 shows the predicted view of the design 
envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 10 A90 Lunderton Cottages. 

12.11.3.145 The view from Lunderton Cottages will undergo a high magnitude of change arising from operation and 
maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.146 The viewpoint lies 0.45 km from the OnSS and EBI. There will be a short-range view of the OnSS and EBI, 
which will be seen beyond the immediate foreground of arable farmland and the background of coniferous 
woodland, against the backdrop of open sky. The western aspect of the OnSS and EBI will be visible, including 
the full lateral extent and vertical extent of both the OnSS and EBI, including lightning masts, due to the lack 
of intervening screening elements. The addition of the OnSS and EBI will be readily apparent as it will appear 
largely comparable in scale to the coniferous woodland behind it. While the lateral extent of the OnSS and 
EBI will be much smaller than that of the woodland, the height of the OnSS and EBI will appear noticeably 
greater than the plantation directly behind. Very close proximity to the OnSS and EBI at this viewpoint means 
that it will appear as a larger feature within its enclosed, small scale landscape context and will occupy a 
higher proportion of the horizontal field of view and a higher proportion of the vertical field of view. As an 
element of energy infrastructure, the OnSS and EBI will contrast strongly with the farmed landscape in the 
foreground. Development is restricted to the viewpoint's setting and includes residential development at 
Lunderton Cottages, nearby; and further afield, WTGs, pylons and telephone lines and poles. There is no 
development within the view and structures within the OnSS and EBI will be perceived as new and 
unprecedented additions to the landscape. Within the viewpoint's wider setting, development comprising 
Lunderton Cottages and further south, Lunderton, provides some precedent for the OnSS and EBI but are 
generally small scale with some larger agricultural buildings that are different in form to the OnSS and EBI. 
Forestry defines much of the near-level and low-lying skyline, against which the OnSS and EBI will be a slightly 
taller and contrasting defining element of energy infrastructure. A smaller proportion of the constituent 
elements of the OnSS and EBI, as seen from the west, will be visible at close-range. Visibility of the OnSS and 
EBI will not vary throughout the year, due to lack of screening. 

Significance of Effects (Year 1 post construction) 

12.11.3.147 Based on the medium-high sensitivity of residents of Lunderton Cottages and the high magnitude of change, 
the effects of the Onshore Development on the views they experience are assessed as Significant (Major) in 
EIA terms. 

Significance of Effects (15 years post construction with Indicative Landscaping Strategy 
mitigation)  

12.11.3.148 The operational OnSS and EBI will be partially visible in the mid-ground of the view but is expected to be 
increasingly screened by broadleaved woodland to the west of the OnSS and EBI (Figure 12-19e), particularly 
the lower EBI and battery storage compounds, which are likely to be largely be screened by trees. It will 
mainly be the upper parts of the taller infrastructure and buildings within the OnSS and EBI that will be 
visible, beyond and above the intervening woodland, with the lower infrastructure and ground level features 
screened by the well-established woodland planting. Broadleaved woodland planting to the west of the 
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OnSS and EBI will provide a visual connection between the woodland areas to the north and south of the 
OnSS and EBI and provide screening of the access road. The species rich hedgerow planted along around the 
field at Lunderton / A90 will also be notable in the foreground field edge and provide an extension of 
hedgerow elements that are characteristic in the local landscape. The magnitude of change resulting from 
the Onshore Development, taking account of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy mitigation at 15 years post 
construction, is assessed as remaining high primarily due to the visibility of the upper elements of the OnSS 
and EBI project design envelope parameters. At 15 years post construction with the Indicative Landscaping 
Strategy mitigation, the effect is assessed as remaining Significant (Major) in EIA terms, direct, long-term 
and permanent. 

12.11.3.149 It is noted from all visual assessments of significance of effects at 15 years post construction that the 
landscape planting proposed in the Indicative Landscaping Strategy has no reduction in the thresholds of 
magnitude of change and significance assessed. The planting will increasingly achieve further screening and 
integration of the OnSS and EBI over time, however these visual effects are assessed as still being significant 
from a number of viewpoints at year 15, primarily due to the continued visibility of the upper elements of 
the OnSS and EBI maximum project design envelope parameters that are assessed. The assessment also 
takes a precautionary approach to the tree growth rates at this coastal site, and based on the modelling of 
the anticipated tree heights and project design envelope, it is expected the upper elements of the OnSS and 
EBI project design envelope are still likely, at 15 m in height, to appear well above the height of the planted 
trees at year 15. It is evident from the viewpoint photomontages at year 15, that the screening influence of 
the Indicative Landscaping Strategy planting is more effective at screening the indicative 3D model of the 
OnSS and EBI, therefore the final detailed design and layout of the OnSS and EBI is likely to be better 
screened by this planting by year 15 than the maximum parameter envelope assessed in the LVIA. It is 
expected that the OnSS and EBI will sit within a landscape framework of woodland to the north, south and 
west and neutral grassland with scattered trees to the east, which will contribute to minimising the visual 
effects of the OnSS and EBI on the surrounding landscape.   

Effects on Visual Receptors 

12.11.3.150 This section considers the effect of the Onshore Development on the principal visual receptors within the 5 
km Study Area. This assessment is informed by the assessment of representative viewpoints above and 
considers Peterhead, the largest settlement within the extent of ZTV, the Formartine and Buchan Way long 
distance path and the A90, the primary road along the Aberdeenshire coastline which also forms part of the 
Aberdeenshire Coastal Trail and North East 250 scenic routes. St Fergus, the closest settlement to the 
Onshore Development has been omitted from this section due to a lack of visibility, as shown within Volume 
ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-10a to 12-10d.  

Peterhead 

Baseline Characteristics and Sensitivity to Change 

12.11.3.151 Peterhead lies approximately 1.6 km to the south of the OnSS and EBI, at its closest point. The town lies on 
low, relatively flat land with slightly elevated parts to the south-west and south. The A90 defines the town's 
western boundary. The town is consistently tight grained with a looser grain to the south-west, south and 
north-east due to larger buildings comprising Dales Industrial Estate, His Majesty's Prison and Young 
Offender Institution Grampian and the Port of Peterhead, respectively. The River Ugie partially defines the 
towns northern edge, with the valley forming a feature in views from this edge. More elevated landform 
north of the river and tree cover along it, encloses these views towards the Landfall Compound Area of 
Search especially around the Waterside area. Craigewan Links and Peterhead Golf Club, along the coastline, 
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allow longer open views along the coastline. Views towards the OnSS and EBI from the town are generally 
short to medium-range and enclosed with urban form influencing the scene inland. To the north, built form 
has less presence and the landscape merges into the largely natural shoreline. 

12.11.3.152 Viewpoint 9, shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-18, informs the assessment of Peterhead. 

12.11.3.153 Residents of Peterhead's northern edge have been attributed a high sensitivity rating that reflects the 
medium-high value of the view experienced by residents of Peterhead and that their susceptibility to change 
in the view is high, for the reasons given below. 

12.11.3.154 Value. Views towards the OnSS and EBI from Peterhead are not afforded protection in planning policy, but 
encompass parts of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, whose special qualities are protected. 
Landscape within these views is typical of the "popular coast for visitors, with coastal paths, accessible dunes, 
golf courses and popular beaches" with an "overriding horizontal composition, emphasised by low-lying 
landform" and "expansive beaches backed by rolling dunes." While the SLA implies a higher quality and value 
to the landscape, the presence of WTGs, masts and St Fergus Gas Terminal within this landscape limits the 
value of the view. Housing within the Waterside area of the town encloses views to the west, and Craigewan 
Links and the Peterhead Golf Club course lies directly in front of the Onshore Development; these highly 
modified elements reduce the largely natural character of the scene and its scenic quality.  

12.11.3.155 Susceptibility. Local residents take in the view from their place of residence and as it is an intrinsic part of 
their experience, they are liable to be more affected by the Onshore Development. The town's northern 
edge lies a relatively short distance from the Landfall Compound Area of Search and the landscape in view 
has a short-range influence on receptors located on this edge. The front elevation of many properties on the 
town's northern edge look north or north-west and are orientated towards the Landfall Compound Area of 
Search. Residents of the town's interior have limited inter-relationship with the landscape north of the town, 
due to the intervening urban form. The expansive open sea skyline seen from Peterhead is a competing 
feature with the coastal landscape. 

Magnitude of Change 

12.11.3.156 The views from Peterhead will undergo a negligible magnitude of change along the northern edge arising 
from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development with remaining areas of the town observing 
no change, for the reasons set out below. Potential visibility of the Onshore Development is informed by the 
ZTVs in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1 Figure 12-7 and Figure 12-8a-b, which do not take account of the 
screening effect of buildings. 

12.11.3.157 The OnSS will be located a short distance from Peterhead and will lie (approximately) 1.7 km to 3.7 km away 
from residential properties on the northern edge of Peterhead. The OnSS and EBI will be observable in the 
near distance on the skyline defined by low-lying landform. From Peterhead, the OnSS and EBI will be 
contained within a small proportion of the horizontal field of view and its vertical scale, appearing no greater 
than the relief of the landform, will be small. From further inland, much of the OnSS and EBI will be screened 
by landform and only the uppermost parts of the OnSS and EBI will be visible and contrasting with the 
horizontal emphasis of the landscape. Further east, the eastern and southern elevations of the OnSS and EBI 
will be visible above coniferous tree blocks immediately adjoining the Landfall Compound Area of Search. 
The OnSS and EBI will be a noticeable addition to the view that is discordant, due to the lack of structures 
that are similar scale or industrial nature in the view. The developed character of the area, including housing 
at Waterside and the managed landscape of the Peterhead Golf Course, will limit the visual impact of the 
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OnSS and EBI. Receptors along this edge will observe a low magnitude of change in visual amenity. Urban 
form will restrict this impact to parts of the town with remaining areas observing little to no change. 

Significance of Effects (Year 1 post construction) 

12.11.3.158 Based on the medium-high sensitivity of residents located on Peterhead's northern edge and the negligible 
magnitude of change, the effects of the Onshore Development on visual amenity are assessed as Not 
Significant (Minor) in EIA terms, direct, long-term and permanent in nature. For residents of the interior of 
the town, who will observe no change, there will be no effect. 

Formartine and Buchan Way 

Baseline Characteristics 

12.11.3.159 The Formartine and Buchan Way is an 85 km long route that is off road and relatively flat, making it suitable 
for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders. The route follows the former railway line linking Dyce, on the edge of 
Aberdeen in the south, with the village of Maud where it splits into two routes leading eastwards to 
Peterhead and northwards to Fraserburgh. 

Sensitivity to Change 

12.11.3.160 Walkers on the Longside to Peterhead section of the Formartine and Buchan Way have been attributed a 
medium-high sensitivity rating that reflects the medium-high value of the views from the route and the high 
susceptibility of these receptors to the visual impact of operation and maintenance of the Onshore 
Development. 

12.11.3.161 Value. Views from the Formartine and Buchan Way are not afforded protection in planning policy and the 
route does not enter a locally designated SLA, whose special qualities may be protected. Views from the 
route encompass the surrounding farmland which is typical of the Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire 
(LCT 17). The rural landscape is relatively free of uncharacteristic elements which are generally limited to 
the local road network, overhead telephone lines and posts, and WTGs. 

12.11.3.162 Susceptibility. Receptors on the Formartine and Buchan Way are liable to be influenced by the OnSS and 
EBI, which lies between 3.3 km and 1.8 km from the closest point of the route within the ZTV. For these 
receptors, the view is an essential part of their experience, and their attention or interest is focused on the 
view and the visual amenity they experience along the route. Receptor susceptibility reflects the combined 
transitory nature of their views, their assumed long duration and high clarity, derived from slower ground-
level movement through the landscape. 

Magnitude of Change  

12.11.3.163 The DSM ZTV on Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-8, shows that visibility of the Onshore Development 
is restricted to very short sections of the Formartine and Buchan Way between Torterson and Peterhead 
which runs broadly eastwards for approximately 3.2 km as the crow flies, through Coastal Agricultural Plain 
– Aberdeenshire (LCT 17). Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-18 indicates that remaining sections of the 
route will have no visibility of the Onshore Development. The OnSS and EBI will be located over 
approximately 2.5 km from the closest section of the Formartine and Buchan Way and visibility is limited to 
short stretches of the route that are less than 0.5 km long: north and north-east of Longside Airfield and 
where the route enters the Waterside neighbourhood within Peterhead. As the route follows a disused 
railway line, parts of this section are in cutting, therefore screening by vegetation on the side slopes along 
the route and within the intervening landscape restricts visibility in the direction of the OnSS and EBI. 
Although it is not located on the Formartine and Buchan Way, Viewpoint 9 illustrates the view of the OnSS 
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and EBI from Peterhead, where only the uppermost parts of the OnSS and EBI will be visible low against the 
skyline and largely screened by intervening coniferous forestry. Views from the Formartine and Buchan Way 
between Torterson and Peterhead generally tend to be more restricted due to its route in cutting and the 
vegetation alongside that route that contains views. The influence of other intervening built elements 
including the main A90 road, overhead telephone lines and WTGs will also moderate the changes resulting 
from the OnSS and EBI. The change to views from the Longside to Peterhead section of the Formartine and 
Buchan Way resulting from the operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development is assessed as 
negligible magnitude, with views from remaining areas without visibility of the Onshore Development 
undergoing no change. 

Significance of Effects (Year 1 post construction) 

12.11.3.164 Based on the medium-high sensitivity of walkers on the Formartine and Buchan Way and the negligible 
magnitude of change, where the Onshore Development is discernible, the effects of the Onshore 
Development on views experienced by users of the Formartine and Buchan Way are assessed as 
Not Significant (Minor) in EIA terms, direct, long-term and reversible. Where the Onshore Development is 
not discernible there will be no effect. 

Major Road Routes  

A90 and Aberdeenshire Coastal Trail and North East 250 scenic road 

Baseline Characteristics 

12.11.3.165 The A90 runs broadly north-westerly through the 5 km Study Area. Entering the 5 km Study Area from the 
south, the A90 bypasses Peterhead, curving around the town's inland boundary before adjoining the A982 
on the town's northern boundary. Here, the road heads north-west, crossing the River Ugie and running 
more northwards along a notable straight that defines the western boundary of the Onshore Development 
Area. Slowly curving inland, the route proceeds to the village of St Fergus and its gas terminal, to Crimond 
and beyond. 

12.11.3.166 The Aberdeenshire Coastal Trail and North East 250 scenic road routes follow the A90. The 166.7 km 
Aberdeenshire Coastal Trail comprises four itineraries which provide day trips for motorists, one of which, 
Day 2 Balmedie, Cruden Bay and Rattray, runs on the A90 through the 5 km Study Area. The 402 km North 
East 250 is a circular route which runs along the A90 as it bypasses Peterhead, to St Fergus, Crimond, Rathen 
and Fraserburgh. 

Sensitivity to Change 

12.11.3.167 Motorists on the A90 have been attributed a medium sensitivity rating, based on the medium value of the 
views they experience and their medium-low susceptibility to change. Users of the Aberdeenshire Coastal 
Trail and North East 250 have been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting their medium-high 
susceptibility to change, derived from their greater interest in the view. These sensitivity ratings have been 
attributed for the reasons set out below. 

12.11.3.168 Value. The A90 runs through the transitional landscape between the farmed landscape that is typical of the 
Coastal Agricultural Plane (LCT 17), and the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12). The primary 
road generally lies within and overlooks landscape within the locally designated North East Aberdeenshire 
Coast SLA, whose special qualities are protected in planning policy. The landscape surrounding the A90 
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exhibits some of the SLA's special qualities and occupies much of the views from the road, such that the 
value of views from the road is generally medium-high. 

12.11.3.169 Susceptibility. Much of the A90 within the 5 km Study Area lies within the ZTV, which indicates visibility of 
a high proportion of the Onshore Development. The alignment of the route is such that receptors using the 
primary road look broadly towards the OnSS and EBI as they travel between St Fergus and the River Ugie, 
whether traveling south or northbound. The transitory and incidental nature of the views seen by motorists 
using the A90 means that their susceptibility to the Onshore Development is low. For users of the scenic 
road routes following the A90, appreciation of the views of the surrounding scenery are intrinsic to their 
experience and their susceptibility is higher. 

Magnitude of Change  

12.11.3.170 The assessment of magnitude of change to the views experienced by motorists on the A90 is informed by 
the visual assessments of Viewpoint 2 A90 Inverquinzie (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-11), 
Viewpoint 6 A90 Lunderton (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-15) and Viewpoint 10 A90 Lunderton 
Cottages (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-19). 

12.11.3.171 The magnitude of change to views experienced by northbound and southbound motorists on the A90 arising 
from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development are assessed as medium-high, between 
Hallmoss and Lunderton and negligible, between Cuttie Burn and Inverquinzie. The DTM ZTV in Volume 
ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-7 indicates that remaining parts of the road, north of Inverquinzie and south 
of Hallmoss will have no visibility of the Onshore Development and views from these sections of road will 
undergo no change. 

12.11.3.172 The OnSS will be a notable introduction within views from the A90 and will appear at odds with the rural 
character of the landscape. The OnSS and EBI will be readily observable at close range as receptors approach 
and pass it on the straight stretch of the A90 that passes to the west. South of this stretch, within the valley 
of the River Ugie, there will be no visibility of the OnSS and EBI. Intervening landform and vegetation in 
combination will greatly restrict visibility of the OnSS and EBI from the A90 as it bypasses Peterhead. 

12.11.3.173 For northbound motorists the OnSS will be visible after passing a low hill, east of Hallmoss (Viewpoint 7) and 
Castle Hill, until forestry along the Cuttie Burn screens it from view. The OnSS will be set back from the road 
and initially, forestry adjoining the Onshore Development Area's southern boundary will screen it from view. 
Approaching the OnSS and EBI from the south, the OnSS and EBI will become increasingly visible as the 
receptor passes Lunderton (Viewpoint 6) and draws level. At this stage much of the operational OnSS and 
EBI will be readily apparent as a larger-scale element of energy infrastructure within the rural landscape. 
However, the OnSS will occupy a limited extent of the horizontal field of view; will appear relatively in 
keeping with the scale and low-lying character of the landscape viewed from the A90, which includes the 
main road itself, and will have a modest impact on the skyline, due to the relatively low height of the OnSS 
and EBI in relation to the surrounding landform. The influence of large-scale energy infrastructure and other 
large buildings is established by Peterhead Power Station and large buildings within Dales Industrial Estate, 
respectively. As northbound receptors pass these elements before passing the OnSS and EBI, the Onshore 
Development will appear as an additional similar element. 

12.11.3.174 For southbound motorists, only the topmost parts of infrastructure within the OnSS and EBI will be visible 
between Inverquinzie Cottages (Viewpoint 2) and the forestry adjoining the Onshore Development Area's 
northern boundary. There will be no visibility of the OnSS and EBI within this woodland. Exiting the woodland 
the OnSS and EBI will be glimpsed as the receptor draws level before it is quickly left behind. While visibility 
of the OnSS and EBI will be close range it will appear perpendicular to the direction of travel. As southbound 
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receptors pass the St Fergus Gas Terminal shortly before passing the OnSS and EBI, the influence of large-
scale energy infrastructure will be established. The Onshore Development will briefly appear as an additional 
element of this type. 

Significance of Effects (Year 1 post construction) 

12.11.3.175 Based on the combination of the medium sensitivity of motorists and the medium-high magnitude of change 
between Hallmoss and Lunderton, the visual effects of the Onshore Development will be Significant 
(Moderate) in EIA terms, along this section of road, which is considered significant primarily due to the 
magnitude of change arising from the proximity and scale of the OnSS and EBI when viewed over this closest 
section of the A90. The negligible magnitude of change between Cuttie Burn and Inverquinzie will be Not 
Significant (Minor) in EIA terms, with no effect arising from the no change north of Inverquinzie and south 
of Hallmoss. 

12.11.3.176 For users of the Aberdeenshire Coastal Trail and North East 250, who have been attributed a medium-high 
sensitivity rating, these magnitudes of change will have Significant (Major/Moderate) effects in EIA terms, 
between Hallmoss and Lunderton; Not Significant (Minor) effects in EIA terms, between Cuttie Burn and 
Inverquinzie; and no effect, north of Inverquinzie and south of Hallmoss. 

12.11.4 Decommissioning 

12.11.4.1 This section describes the potential impacts of the decommissioning of the Onshore Development with 
regard to impacts on landscape and visual receptors.  

12.11.4.2 No decision has been made regarding the final decommissioning policy for the onshore cables, as it is 
recognised that industry best practice, rules and legislation change over time. It is likely the onshore cables 
will be pulled through the ducts and removed, with the ducts themselves removed only if it is feasible with 
minimal environmental disturbance or if their removal is required to return the land to its current use. 

12.11.4.3 In relation to the OnSS and EBI, the programme for decommissioning is expected to be similar in duration to 
the construction phase. The detailed activities and methodology will be determined later within the project 
lifespan, but a standard approach will include: 

• Dismantling and removal from site of outside electrical equipment located within the OnSS 
compound and removal of cabling from site; 

• Dismantling and removal of electrical equipment from within the OnSS and EBI buildings and 
removal of OnSS and EBI buildings;  

• Removal of areas of hard standing; and 

• Reinstatement of the OnSS and EBI footprint and platform areas. 

12.11.4.4 Whilst details regarding the decommissioning of the OnSS and EBI are currently unknown, considering the 
worst-case assumption (which will be the removal of the OnSS and EBI and reinstatement of the current land 
use within this area) it is anticipated that the impacts will be similar to those assessed during construction 
with no greater effect. The difference at the decommissioning phase will be that mitigation planting will 
have matured over the 35 years of the operational life of the Onshore Development and will therefore screen 
the decommissioning works from many of the surrounding landscape and visual receptors.  

12.11.4.5 The decommissioning methodology will need to be finalised nearer to the end of the lifetime of the Onshore 
Development so as to reflect current guidance, policy and legislation at that point. Any such methodology 
will be agreed with the relevant authorities and statutory consultees.  
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12.11.4.6 Under the decommissioning phase, the following effects have been assessed: 

• Physical effects to landscape elements;  

• Effects on landscape character (including changes to special qualities of designated landscapes); 
and 

• Effects on views and visual amenity. 

Effects on Physical Landscape 

12.11.4.7 Decommissioning of the Onshore Development has the potential to result in significant effects on 
agricultural land; beach, dunes and dune systems; and trees as a result of the decommissioning activities, 
including the presence and activity of plant. 

12.11.4.8 The effects arising as a result of the decommissioning of the Onshore Development are assessed as being of 
similar in magnitude and significance on all physical landscape receptors as those arising from construction 
of the Onshore Development, as assessed in Section 12.11.2. 

12.11.4.9 Once decommissioning has taken place, it is anticipated that the agricultural land; beach, dunes and dune 
systems; and trees would be reinstated, and that mitigation planting would have matured over the 
operational life of the Onshore Development that would screen the decommissioning works from many of 
the surrounding landscape and visual receptors. 

Effects on Landscape Character 

12.11.4.10 Decommissioning of the Onshore Development has the potential to result in significant effects on the 
perceived character of the LCTs, and the perceived character and special qualities of designated landscapes. 

12.11.4.11 Decommissioning phase effects on landscape character will occur as a result of the decommissioning 
activities, including the presence and activity of plant during the decommissioning phase and the changes to 
the reinstated landscape that result after the end of the decommissioning phase. Visibility of these 
decommissioning phase activities and landscape reinstatement within the OnSS and EBI may alter the 
perceived landscape character of the Onshore Development Area and surrounding landscape. 

12.11.4.12 The effects arising as a result of the decommissioning phase of the Onshore Development are assessed as 
being of no greater magnitude and significance on all landscape character receptors as those arising from its 
construction, as assessed in Section 12.11.2, with the effects of dismantling and removal from site of outside 
electrical equipment and buildings located within the OnSS and EBI being similar in magnitude and 
appearance to construction phase effects, and being short-term and temporary during the length of the 
decommissioning phase.  

12.11.4.13 Decommissioning phase landscape effects will also result from the changes after the end of the 
decommissioning phase, following removal of areas of hard standing and reinstatement of the landscape 
within the OnSS and EBI footprint and platform areas. Long-term effects of the reinstatement of the 
landscape within the OnSS and EBI are assessed as not significant and beneficial due to the reinstatement of 
landscape within the OnSS and EBI to the context of the local landscape character. 
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Effects on Views and Visual Amenity 

12.11.4.14 Decommissioning of the Onshore Development has the potential to result in significant effects on the views 
and visual amenity of the visual receptors. 

12.11.4.15 Decommissioning phase effects on views and visual amenity will occur as a result of the decommissioning 
activities, including the presence and activity of plant during the decommissioning phase and the changes to 
the reinstated landscape that is viewed after the end of the decommissioning phase. Visibility of these 
decommissioning phase activities and landscape reinstatement within the OnSS and EBI may alter the 
perceived landscape character of the Onshore Development Area and surrounding landscape. 

12.11.4.16 The effects arising as a result of the decommissioning of the Onshore Development is assessed as being of 
no greater magnitude and significance on all viewpoints and visual receptors as those arising from its 
construction, as assessed in Section 12.11.2, with the effects of dismantling and removal from site of outside 
electrical equipment and buildings located within the OnSS and EBI being similar in magnitude and 
appearance to construction phase effects, and being short-term and temporary during the length of the 
decommissioning phase. 

12.11.4.17 Decommissioning phase effects will also result from the changes after the end of the decommissioning 
phase, following removal of areas of hard standing and reinstatement of the landscape within the OnSS and 
EBI footprint and platform areas. Long-term effects of the reinstatement of the landscape within the OnSS 
and EBI on views and visual amenity are assessed as not significant and beneficial due to the reinstatement 
of landscape within the OnSS and EBI to the context of the local landscape local character.  

12.11.5 Summary of Impact Assessment  

12.11.5.1 A summary of the impacts and effects identified for the LVIA is outlined in Table 12-10. 



Salamander Offshore Wind Farm Onshore EIA Report 
August 2024   

   

  

ER.B.3.12 Landscape and Visual Amenity    Page 76/106 

Table 12-10 Summary of Impacts and Effects for Landscape and Visual Amenity 

Salamander 

Project Activity 

and Impact 

Project 

Aspect 

Embedded 

Mitigation  

Receptor  Sensitivity  Magnitude  Significance of Effect Additional 

Mitigation  

Residual Significance 

of Effect 

Significance of 

Effect in EIA 

terms 

Construction and Decommissioning 

Temporary 

changes to 

physical 

landscape 

elements during 

construction and 

decommissioning 

of the Onshore 

Development. 

Onshore 

ECC, 

Landfall, 

OnSS and 

EBI 

Co64 

Co52 

Agricultural 

Land 

Medium Low  Minor None Minor Not Significant  

Co64 

Co52 

Co78 

Dune 

Grassland 

High High  

(within landfall 

compound and 

onshore ECC) 

Major 

within landfall 

compound and 

onshore ECC. 

None Major 

within landfall 

compound and 

onshore ECC. 

Significant  

within landfall 

compound and 

onshore ECC. 

Co64 

Co52 

Co78 

Woodland High High  

(within landfall 

compound, 

OnSS and EBI) 

Major 

within OnSS and EBI 

and landfall 

compound. 

None Major 

within OnSS and EBI 

and landfall 

compound. 

Significant  

within OnSS 

and EBI and 

landfall 

compound. 

Temporary 

changes to 

landscape 

character during 

construction and 

decommissioning 

Onshore 

ECC, 

Landfall, 

OnSS and 

EBI 

Co71  

Co52 

 

Beaches, 

Dunes and 

Links (LCT 

12) 

Medium-

high 

Medium-high 

(within and 

immediately 

adjacent to the 

landfall 

compound, 

onshore ECC 

Major 

within and 

immediately adjacent 

to the landfall 

compound, onshore 

ECC and OnSS and EBI. 

None Major 

within and 

immediately adjacent 

to the landfall 

compound, onshore 

ECC and OnSS and EBI. 

Significant  

within and 

immediately 

adjacent to the 

landfall 

compound, 

onshore ECC 
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Salamander 

Project Activity 

and Impact 

Project 

Aspect 

Embedded 

Mitigation  

Receptor  Sensitivity  Magnitude  Significance of Effect Additional 

Mitigation  

Residual Significance 

of Effect 

Significance of 

Effect in EIA 

terms 

of the Onshore 

Development. 

and OnSS and 

EBI) 

and OnSS and 

EBI. 

Low on wider 

areas of LCT  

Moderate/minor to 

minor 

in wider areas of LCT  

Moderate/minor to 

minor  

in wider areas of LCT 

Not Significant  

in wider areas 

of LCT  

Co71  

Co52 

 

Coastal 

Agricultural 

Plain – 

Aberdeens

hire (LCT 

17) 

Medium-

low 

Medium Moderate/minor to 

minor 

 

None Moderate/minor to 

minor 

 

Not Significant 

Co71 

Co52 

 

North East 

Aberdeens

hire Coast 

SLA 

Medium-

high 

Medium-high 

(within and 

immediately 

adjacent to the 

landfall 

compound, 

onshore ECC 

and OnSS and 

EBI) 

Major / Moderate 

within and 

immediately adjacent 

to the landfall 

compound, onshore 

ECC and OnSS and EBI) 

None Major / Moderate 

within and 

immediately adjacent 

to the landfall 

compound, onshore 

ECC and OnSS and EBI) 

Significant 

within and 

immediately 

adjacent to the 

landfall 

compound, 

onshore ECC 

and OnSS and 

EBI) 

Low on wider 

areas of SLA  

Moderate/minor to 

minor 

in wider areas of LCT 

 

 

Moderate/minor to 

minor 

in wider areas of LCT  

Not Significant  

in wider areas 

of LCT  
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Salamander 

Project Activity 

and Impact 

Project 

Aspect 

Embedded 

Mitigation  

Receptor  Sensitivity  Magnitude  Significance of Effect Additional 

Mitigation  

Residual Significance 

of Effect 

Significance of 

Effect in EIA 

terms 

Operation and Maintenance 

Long-term 

changes to 

landscape 

character during 

operational and 

maintenance of 

the Onshore 

Development. 

OnSS and 

EBI 

 

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

 

Beaches, 

Dunes and 

Links – 

Aberdeens

hire (LCT 

12) 

Medium-

high 

Ranging from 

medium to high 

on the localised 

area 

immediately to 

the west and 

south-west on 

the agricultural 

area around 

Lunderton and 

on the coastal 

dunes area 

immediately to 

the east and 

North East, 

between Cuttie 

Burn, Kirkton 

Beach and St 

Fergus’s 

Church/Kirkton 

Head. 

Ranging from 

moderate to major on 

the localised area 

immediately to the 

west and south-west 

on the agricultural 

area around 

Lunderton and on the 

coastal dunes area 

immediately to the 

east and north-east, 

between Cuttie Burn, 

Kirkton Beach and St 

Fergus’s 

Church/Kirkton Head. 

None Ranging from 

moderate to major on 

the localised area 

immediately to the 

west and south-west 

on the agricultural 

area around 

Lunderton and on the 

coastal dunes area 

immediately to the 

east and north-east, 

between Cuttie Burn, 

Kirkton Beach and St 

Fergus’s 

Church/Kirkton Head. 

Significant 

effects will 

remain on the 

localised area 

immediately to 

the west and 

south-west on 

the agricultural 

area around 

Lunderton and 

on the coastal 

dunes area 

immediately to 

the east and 

north-east, 

between Cuttie 

Burn, Kirkton 

Beach and St 

Fergus’s 

Church/Kirkton 

Head. 

Co76 

Co52 

Beaches, 

Dunes and 

Links – 

Aberdeens

Medium-

high 

Low on areas 

around North 

Kirkton and 

Inverquinzie to 

Moderate / minor 

on areas around North 

Kirkton and 

Inverquinzie to the 

Moderate / minor 

on areas around North 

Kirkton and 

Not Significant  

on areas 

around North 

Kirkton and 
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Salamander 

Project Activity 

and Impact 

Project 

Aspect 

Embedded 

Mitigation  

Receptor  Sensitivity  Magnitude  Significance of Effect Additional 

Mitigation  

Residual Significance 

of Effect 

Significance of 

Effect in EIA 

terms 

 hire (LCT 

12) 

the north and 

Mains of 

Inverugie and 

Craigewan to 

the south. 

north and Mains of 

Inverugie and 

Craigewan to the 

south. 

Inverquinzie to the 

north and Mains of 

Inverugie and 

Craigewan to the 

south. 

Inverquinzie to 

the north and 

Mains of 

Inverugie and 

Craigewan to 

the south. 

 Beaches, 

Dunes and 

Links – 

Aberdeens

hire (LCT 

12) 

Medium-

high 

Negligible on 

wider areas of 

the LCT to the 

north and south 

at increasing 

distance along 

the coast. 

Minor 

 

on wider areas of the 

LCT to the north and 

south at increasing 

distance along the 

coast. 

Minor 

on wider areas of the 

LCT to the north and 

south at increasing 

distance along the 

coast. 

Not significant  

on wider areas 

of the LCT to 

the north and 

south at 

increasing 

distance along 

the coast. 

Co76 

Co52 

 

Coastal 

Agricultural 

Plain – 

Aberdeens

hire (LCT 

17) 

Medium-

low 

Medium, within 

the area to the 

immediate west 

of the OnSS and 

EBI and around 

its eastern 

edges defined 

by Bearhill, 

Hallmoss, Castle 

Hill and north of 

Inverugie. 

Moderate-minor 

within the area to the 

immediate west of the 

OnSS and EBI and 

around its eastern 

edges defined by 

Bearhill, Hallmoss, 

Castle Hill and north 

of Inverugie. 

None Moderate-minor 

within the area to the 

immediate west of the 

OnSS and EBI and 

around its eastern 

edges defined by 

Bearhill, Hallmoss, 

Castle Hill and north 

of Inverugie. 

Not Significant 

within 

the area to the 

immediate 

west of the 

OnSS and EBI 

and around its 

eastern edges 

defined by 

Bearhill, 

Hallmoss, 

Castle Hill and 
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Salamander 

Project Activity 

and Impact 

Project 

Aspect 

Embedded 

Mitigation  

Receptor  Sensitivity  Magnitude  Significance of Effect Additional 

Mitigation  

Residual Significance 

of Effect 

Significance of 

Effect in EIA 

terms 

north of 

Inverugie. 

 Coastal 

Agricultural 

Plain – 

Aberdeens

hire (LCT 

17) 

Medium-

low 

Negligible, 

outside the 

area to the 

immediate west 

of the OnSS and 

EBI 

Negligible  

outside the area to 

the immediate west of 

the OnSS and EBI 

Negligible 

outside the area to 

the immediate west of 

the OnSS and EBI 

Not Significant  

outside the 

area to the 

immediate 

west of the 

OnSS and EBI 

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

North East 

Aberdeens

hire Coast 

SLA  

Medium-

high 

High on the 

panoramic 

views along the 

coast 

experienced 

from a localised 

area of 

accessible 

dunes to the 

north-east of 

the OnSS and 

EBI. 

Major on the 

panoramic views 

along the coast 

experienced from a 

localised area of 

accessible dunes of 

the SLA to the north-

east of the OnSS and 

EBI. 

None Major on the 

panoramic views 

along the coast 

experienced from a 

localised area of 

accessible dunes of 

the SLA to the north-

east of the OnSS and 

EBI. 

Significant on 

the panoramic 

views along the 

coast 

experienced 

from a 

localised area 

of accessible 

dunes of the 

SLA to the 

north-east of 

the OnSS and 

EBI. 

Co76 

Co71 

North East 

Aberdeens

hire Coast 

SLA  

Medium-

high 

 

Negligible on 

panoramic 

views out to sea 

and views from 

Minor on the SLA’s 

panoramic views out 

to sea and views from 

the expansive beaches 

Minor on the SLA’s 

panoramic views out 

to sea and views from 

the expansive beaches 

Not significant 

on the SLA’s 

panoramic 

views out to 

sea and views 
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Salamander 

Project Activity 

and Impact 

Project 

Aspect 

Embedded 

Mitigation  

Receptor  Sensitivity  Magnitude  Significance of Effect Additional 

Mitigation  

Residual Significance 

of Effect 

Significance of 

Effect in EIA 

terms 

Co52 

 

 

 

 

 the expansive 

beaches 

from the 

expansive 

beaches 

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

 

 

North East 

Aberdeens

hire Coast 

SLA  

 

 

Medium-

high 

 

 

Low on its 

horizontal 

composition, 

low-lying 

landform; 

transition from 

land to sea; and 

the role of 

lighthouses as 

landmark 

features. 

Moderate/minor on 

the SLA’s horizontal 

composition; low-lying 

landform; transition 

from land to sea; and 

the role of lighthouses 

as landmark features. 

Moderate/minor on 

the SLA’s horizontal 

composition; low-lying 

landform; transition 

from land to sea; and 

the role of lighthouses 

as landmark features. 

Not significant 

on the SLA’s 

horizontal 

composition; 

low-lying 

landform; 

transition from 

land to sea; 

and the role of 

lighthouses as 

landmark 

features. 

Long-term 

changes to views 

and visual 

amenity during 

operation and 

maintenance of 

the Onshore 

Development. 

OnSS and 

EBI  

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

Residents 

at 

Viewpoint 

1 St Fergus 

Medium-

high 

No change No Effect None No Effect Not Significant 

Co76 

Co71 

Residents 

at 

Viewpoint 

2 A90 

Medium-

high 

Low Moderate/minor Moderate/minor Not Significant  
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Salamander 

Project Activity 

and Impact 

Project 

Aspect 

Embedded 

Mitigation  

Receptor  Sensitivity  Magnitude  Significance of Effect Additional 

Mitigation  

Residual Significance 

of Effect 

Significance of 

Effect in EIA 

terms 

Co52 Inverquinzi

e 

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

Motorists 

at 

Viewpoint 

2 A90 

Inverquinzi

e, 

Motorists 

Medium Low Minor Minor Not Significant  

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

Visitors to 

Viewpoint 

3 St 

Fergus's 

Church 

(Remains)  

High Medium Major/moderate Major/moderate Significant  

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

Visitors to 

Kirktown 

Beach / Wa

lkers on 

footpath at 

Viewpoint 

4 Kirktown 

Beach 

Footpath  

High High Major Major Significant  
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Salamander 

Project Activity 

and Impact 

Project 

Aspect 

Embedded 

Mitigation  

Receptor  Sensitivity  Magnitude  Significance of Effect Additional 

Mitigation  

Residual Significance 

of Effect 

Significance of 

Effect in EIA 

terms 

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

Residents 

at 

Viewpoint 

5 Bearhill 

Medium-

high 

Medium Moderate Moderate Significant  

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

Residents 

at 

Viewpoint 

6 A90 

Lunderton 

Medium-

high 

Medium-high Major / Moderate Major / Moderate Significant 

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

Motorists 

at 

Viewpoint 

6 A90 

Lunderton 

Medium Medium-high Moderate Moderate Significant  

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

Residents 

at 

Viewpoint 

7 Hallmoss 

Medium-

high 

Medium-low Moderate Moderate Significant 

Co76 

Co71 

Walkers on 

core 

path / Golf

ers on 

Medium-

high 

Low Moderate / minor Moderate / minor Not Significant  
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Salamander 

Project Activity 

and Impact 

Project 

Aspect 

Embedded 

Mitigation  

Receptor  Sensitivity  Magnitude  Significance of Effect Additional 

Mitigation  

Residual Significance 

of Effect 

Significance of 

Effect in EIA 

terms 

Co52 Peterhead 

Golf Course 

at 

Viewpoint 

8 Core 

Path, 

Craigewan 

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

Residents 

at 

Viewpoint 

9 

Peterhead, 

Gadle 

Braes,  

High Negligible Minor Minor Not Significant  

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

Residents 

at 

Viewpoint 

10 A90 

Lunderton 

Cottages 

Medium-

high 

High Major Major Significant  

Co76 

Co71 

Peterhead High Negligible along 

the northern 

edge with the 

interior of the 

Minor 

along the northern 

edge, reducing to no 

None Minor 

along the northern 

edge, reducing to no 

Not Significant  
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Salamander 

Project Activity 

and Impact 

Project 

Aspect 

Embedded 

Mitigation  

Receptor  Sensitivity  Magnitude  Significance of Effect Additional 

Mitigation  

Residual Significance 

of Effect 

Significance of 

Effect in EIA 

terms 

Co52 town observing 

no change. 

effect within the 

town's interior 

effect within the 

town's interior 

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

Formartine 

and Buchan 

Way 

Medium-

high 

Negligible to no 

change 

Minor to no effect Minor to no effect Not Significant  

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

A90 Medium Medium-high, 

between 

Hallmoss and 

Lunderton.  

Major/moderate 

between Hallmoss and 

Lunderton. 

Major/moderate 

between Hallmoss and 

Lunderton. 

Significant  

between 

Hallmoss and 

Lunderton. 

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

Negligible, 

between Cuttie 

Burn and 

Inverquinzie. 

Minor 

between Cuttie Burn 

and Inverquinzie. 

Minor 

between Cuttie Burn 

and Inverquinzie. 

Not Significant  

between Cuttie 

Burn and 

Inverquinzie. 

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

No change, 

north of 

Inverquinzie 

and south of 

Hallmoss. 

No effect 

north of Inverquinzie 

and south of Hallmoss. 

No effect 

north of Inverquinzie 

and south of Hallmoss. 

Not Significant  

north of 

Inverquinzie 

and south of 

Hallmoss. 
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Salamander 

Project Activity 

and Impact 

Project 

Aspect 

Embedded 

Mitigation  

Receptor  Sensitivity  Magnitude  Significance of Effect Additional 

Mitigation  

Residual Significance 

of Effect 

Significance of 

Effect in EIA 

terms 

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

Aberdeens

hire Coastal 

Trail and 

North East 

250 

Medium-

high 

Medium-high, 

between 

Hallmoss and 

Lunderton.  

Major/moderate 

between Hallmoss and 

Lunderton. 

Major/moderate 

between Hallmoss and 

Lunderton. 

Significant  

between 

Hallmoss and 

Lunderton. 

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

Negligible, 

between Cuttie 

Burn and 

Inverquinzie. 

Minor 

between Cuttie Burn 

and Inverquinzie 

Minor 

between Cuttie Burn 

and Inverquinzie 

Not Significant  

between Cuttie 

Burn and 

Inverquinzie 

Co76 

Co71 

Co52 

No change, 

north of 

Inverquinzie 

and south of 

Hallmoss. 

No effect 

north of Inverquinzie 

and south of Hallmoss. 

No effect 

north of Inverquinzie 

and south of Hallmoss. 

Not Significant  

north of 

Inverquinzie 

and south of 

Hallmoss. 
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12.11.6 Impacts of Onshore Development without the Energy Balancing Infrastructure  

12.11.6.1 Described in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 2: Legislative Context and Regulatory Requirements, the  key 
consents required for the Onshore Development of the Salamander Project are: 

• Planning permission under the Town and County Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 from 
Aberdeenshire Council for the development of the onshore works and infrastructure to MLWS; 
and 

• Section 36 Consent under the Electricity Act 1989 from the Energy Consents Unit (ECU) of the 
Scottish Government for EBI with battery storage exceeding 50MW.  

12.11.6.2 This EIAR has been prepared in support of both consent applications.  

12.11.6.3 The primary assessment in Section 12.11 has been undertaken in respect of the whole Onshore 
Development. 

12.11.6.4 In order for the planning application to be considered in its own right, an assessment of impacts arising from 
the Onshore Development without the EBI, has been undertaken. This assessment considers the impacts of 
the Onshore Development subject to planning permission only.  

12.11.6.5 An assessment of the EBI only has not been undertaken as the EBI would not be developed in isolation 
without the Offshore Development or the other onshore infrastructure.  

12.11.6.6 The outcomes for an assessment without the EBI would be no greater in terms of significance to the findings 
of the primary assessment for the whole Onshore Development in respect of significant landscape and visual 
effects. It is concluded that landscape and visual effects arising from the Onshore Development without the 
EBI would be the same or lower in magnitude than assessed in the primary assessment in Section 12.11. A 
detailed assessment of effects of the Onshore Development without the EBI has therefore not been 
undertaken in respect of landscape and visual amenity. 

12.11.7 Mitigation and Monitoring  

12.11.7.1 Although significant effects have been identified on Landscape and Visual Amenity receptors, no additional 
mitigation or monitoring beyond the embedded mitigation is proposed.  

12.11.7.2 The siting and design of the Onshore Development has sought to reduce its landscape and visual effects as 
far as reasonably practicable to retain the character of the area. Changes to landscape character will be 
limited as land within the LVIA Study Area is well settled and principally in agricultural use; and elements of 
energy infrastructure, including St Fergus Gas Terminal, onshore and offshore WTGs, pylons and Peterhead 
Power Station, are a noticeable influence on the landscape and visual resource. The combination of this 
influence, the scale and largely open character of the surrounding landscape, and the scale of the Onshore 
Development within it, will restrict the extent of significant effects to the immediate landscape and visual 
context of the Onshore Development.   

12.12 Cumulative Effect Assessment 

12.12.1.1 A Cumulative Effects Assessment (CEA) has been made based on existing and proposed developments in the 
Study Area. The approach to the CEA is described in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 12.1, Section 10.10. Cumulative 
effects are defined as those effects on a receptor that may arise when the development is considered 
together with other projects. 

12.12.1.2 The maximum spatial extent of potential effects on Landscape and Visual Amenity receptors as identified 
within this chapter are determined by the 5 km Study Area. Areas beyond this range are unlikely to 
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experience any measurable change. As such, only plans or projects with potential to overlap spatially or 
temporally will be included in the cumulative assessment. Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-9 shows 
the cumulative development context. 

12.12.1.3 On this basis, the projects considered within this cumulative assessment are presented in Table 12-11.  

Table 12-11 Projects Considered in the Landscape and Visual Amenity Cumulative Assessment 

Development  Type  Project Phase Distance from 

Onshore 

Development Area 

Reasons for inclusion  

Kirkton Solar PV Farm 

and Energy Storage 

Facility   

 

A solar Photovoltaic (PV) 

Farm of approximately 50 

MW capacity and a 

battery energy storage 

facility of approximately 

20 MW capacity. 

Consented 

December 2022  

0.1 km This development adjoins the 

Onshore Development Area east 

of South Kirkton, and as it extends 

to St Fergus Links it will be 

intervisible with the Onshore 

Development. 

St Fergus Energy Park 

Project (Solar farm and 

two wind turbines) 

 

Erection of 2 Wind 

Turbines (Hub Height 78 

m, 119 m to Blade Tip), a 5 

MWp Solar Photovoltaic 

Farm, Battery Storage 

Units and Associated 

Infrastructure 

Consented July 

2021  

2.4 km This development will lie 

approximately 2.5 km north of 

the closest point of the Onshore 

Development Area. 

Green Volt Floating 

Offshore Wind Farm 

(onshore works) 

Offshore wind farm with 

onshore components: 

offshore export cable 

landfall, laying of onshore 

export cable and erection 

of substation. 

Consented 

March 2024 

Borders the Onshore 

Development Area 

southern boundary  

The Green Volt landfall point will 

adjoin the southern boundary of 

the Onshore Development Area, 

with the cable corridor extending 

westwards from it. The landfall 

and cable corridor development 

may be intervisible with the 

Onshore Development during 

construction, however effects 

arising from the Green Volt 

onshore substation are excluded 

from further assessment due to 

its location at New Deer. 

Onshore cable installation is 

expected to occur during Q2, 

2025 and Q3 2026. 
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12.12.2 Potential Cumulative Effects  

12.12.2.1 The first stage of the CEA is to identify common potential effects associated with both the Onshore 
Development and nearby projects.  

12.12.2.2 The second stage of the CEA is to evaluate whether the effects, when considered in combination with one 
another, have the potential to result in significant cumulative effects. The potential cumulative effects 
relating to Landscape and Visual Amenity, presented in Table 12-12 are: 

• Effects on Physical Landscape Elements; 

• Effects on Landscape Character Types (LCTs); and 

• Effects on Views and Visual Amenity. 

12.12.2.3 Where the potential for significant cumulative effects has been identified, a third stage of CEA will be 
undertaken to assess the significance of cumulative effects when the Onshore Development is considered 
in combination with those relevant external projects. 

Table 12-12 Potential cumulative effects relating to Landscape and Visual Amenity 

Effect Assessed Alone  Potential for Cumulative Effect  Rationale  

Construction Phase  

Effects on Physical Landscape Elements 

Agricultural land: Not 

Significant (Moderate/Minor); 

Dune grassland: Not Significant 

(Moderate); and  

Woodland: Significant (Major) 

No potential for temporary 

significant cumulative effects on 

physical landscape elements 

comprising agricultural land, dune 

grassland and woodland during 

construction. 

 

Dune grassland and woodland landscape elements are not 

present within the sites of the cumulative developments at 

Kirkton Solar PV Farm, St Fergus Energy Park Solar farm or the 

Green Volt landfall and ECC, and will therefore not be affected 

cumulatively.  

With respect to agricultural land, the developments considered 

in the CEA (Table 12-11) will be located within, and will have a 

localised influence on, agricultural land during their 

construction. For Kirkton Solar PV Farm specifically, its Land 

Capability for Agriculture report noted that the land will continue 

to fulfil an agricultural purpose during the operation of the 

facility and soils would remain in situ on the Site. The effect of 

the Onshore Development alone on agricultural land is of 

moderate/minor magnitude, due to the relatively limited area of 

agricultural land that is affected within the temporary storage 

compound to the west of the OnSS. The additional cumulative 

effect of the Onshore Development together with the 

developments considered in the CEA (Table 12-11) is unlikely to 

be significant due to this relatively low level of effect on 

agricultural land arising from the Onshore Development alone.  
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Effect Assessed Alone  Potential for Cumulative Effect  Rationale  

Effects on Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) 

Significant (Major) within and 

immediately adjacent to the 

landfall compound, onshore 

ECC and OnSS and EBI. 

Not Significant 

(Moderate/minor to minor) in 

wider areas of LCT. 

Potential for temporary 

significant cumulative effects on 

the perceived landscape 

character of Beaches, Dunes and 

Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) 

during construction, requiring 

further assessment. 

The developments considered in the CEA (Table 12-11) are all 

located within the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire 

(LCT 12) and are all consented. Given that the Kirkton Solar PV 

Farm and Energy Storage Facility, and St Fergus Energy Park were 

consented in 2022 and 2021, respectively, it has been assumed 

that these projects will be completed before the earliest possible 

date construction of the Onshore Development could begin in 

Q1 2027.  

The latter stages of construction of Green Volt Floating Offshore 

Wind Farm (onshore works) would take place concurrently with 

the earlier stages of construction of the Onshore Development. 

The Onshore Development has the potential to increase the 

cumulative influence of construction of energy infrastructure 

development within this LCT in combination with Green Volt 

Floating Offshore Wind Farm (onshore works).  

Effects on Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17) 

Not Significant 

(Moderate/minor) within the 

localised area around Bearhill 

towards the LCT's eastern 

boundary and reducing with 

distance from the OnSS and EBI 

over the wider extents of the 

LCT. 

No potential for temporary 

significant cumulative effects on 

the perceived landscape 

character of Coastal Agricultural 

Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17). 

With respect to Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 

17), the effect of the Onshore Development alone is of 

moderate/minor to negligible magnitude within a limited area of 

the LCT. The additional cumulative effect of the Onshore 

Development together with the developments considered in the 

CEA (Table 12-11) is unlikely to be significant due to this 

relatively low level of effect and the low visual influence of the 

cumulative projects. 

Operation and Maintenance Phase  

Effects on Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) 

Significant (Major) within 

localised area around the OnSS 

and EBI, and reducing to Not 

Significant (Moderate/Minor), 

beyond this localised area, and 

Not Significant (Minor) within 

the wider LCT. 

Yes. Potential for permanent 

significant cumulative effects on 

the perceived landscape 

character of Beaches, Dunes and 

Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) 

during construction that requires 

further assessment. 

The developments considered in the CEA (Table 12-11) are all 

located within the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire 

(LCT 12), and are all consented, therefore the changes in 

character to this LCT should be expected to happen, whether or 

not the proposed Onshore Development is also consented, 

however the Onshore Development has the potential to increase 

the cumulative influence of energy infrastructure development 

within this LCT.  

Effects on Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17) 
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Effect Assessed Alone  Potential for Cumulative Effect  Rationale  

Not Significant 

(Moderate/minor) within the 

area to the immediate west of 

the OnSS and EBI and around its 

eastern edges defined by 

Bearhill, Hallmoss, Castle Hill 

and north of Inverugie. Not 

Significant (Negligible) outside 

the area to the immediate west 

of the OnSS and EBI 

No potential for permanent 

significant cumulative effects on 

the perceived landscape 

character of Coastal Agricultural 

Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17). 

The developments considered in the CEA (Table 12-11) are all 

located within the adjoining Beaches, Dunes and Links – 

Aberdeenshire (LCT 12), therefore the potential changes to the 

character of Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17) 

will only occur within the surrounding landscape context. As 

these developments are all consented, the resulting changes 

should be expected to happen, whether or not the proposed 

Onshore Development is also consented.  

With respect to Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 

17), the effect of the Onshore Development alone is of 

moderate/minor to negligible magnitude within a limited area of 

the LCT. The additional cumulative effect of the Onshore 

Development together with the developments considered in the 

CEA (Table 12-11) is unlikely to be significant due to this 

relatively low level of effect and the low visual influence of the 

cumulative projects. 

Cumulative Effects on the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA 

Significant (Major) within 

localised area around the OnSS 

and EBI, and reducing to Not 

Significant (Moderate/Minor), 

beyond this area, and Not 

Significant (Minor) at the 

southern extent of the SLA. 

Yes. Potential for permanent 

significant cumulative effects on 

the special qualities or the 

perceived landscape character of 

the North East Aberdeenshire 

Coast SLA that requires further 

assessment. 

The developments considered in the CEA (Table 12-11) are all 

located within the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, and are 

all consented, therefore the changes in character to the SLA 

should be expected to happen, whether or not the proposed 

Onshore Development is also consented, however the Onshore 

Development has the potential to increase the cumulative 

influence of energy infrastructure development within this LCT. 

Effects on Views and Visual Amenity at Viewpoint 1 St Fergus (Residents) 

Not Significant (No Effect) No potential for significant 

cumulative effects on the view / 

visual amenity. 

The two WTGs of St Fergus Energy Park will be visible from this 

viewpoint, however its solar panels and battery storage units will 

be screened by intervening buildings within the village. The 

Green Volt landfall and ECC will have no effect due to lack of 

visibility from St Fergus. There will be partial visibility of Kirkton 

Solar PV Farm, due to the viewpoint's elevation and screening by 

intervening forestry, however the OnSS and EBI will not be visible 

in this view due to intervening screening by forestry on the 

skyline, therefore there is no potential for significant cumulative 

effects on the view.  
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Effect Assessed Alone  Potential for Cumulative Effect  Rationale  

Effects on Views and Visual Amenity at Viewpoint 2 A90 Inverquinzie (Residents and motorists) 

Not Significant (Minor) 

 

Yes. Potential for significant 

cumulative effects on the views / 

visual amenity that requires 

further assessment. 

St Fergus Energy Park will be screened by intervening forestry to 

the immediate north. The Green Volt landfall and ECC will have 

no visual influence during operation due to the use of 

underground cables and the reinstatement of land within the 

cable corridor after completion. The Kirkton Solar PV Farm will 

be visible simultaneously with the Onshore Development and 

within the same sector of the view. 

Effects on Views and Visual Amenity at Viewpoint 3 St Fergus's Church (Remains) (Visitors / Walkers on Kirktown Beach Footpath) 

Significant (Major/Moderate) Yes. Potential for significant 

cumulative effects on the view / 

visual amenity that requires 

further assessment. 

Visibility of St Fergus Energy Park will be limited to its WTGs to 

the north. The Green Volt landfall and ECC will have no effect on 

the view during the operational phase after reinstatement and is 

screened by woodland. The Kirkton Solar PV Farm will be visible 

immediately in the foreground of the view and the OnSS and EBI 

will be viewed simultaneously within the same sector of the view 

to the south-east beyond Kirkton Solar PV Farm, with potential 

for significant cumulative effects on the view that requires 

further assessment.  

Effects on Views and Visual Amenity at Viewpoint 4 Kirktown Beach Footpath (Visitors to Kirktown Beach / Walkers on footpath) 

Significant (Major) Yes. Potential for significant 

cumulative effects on the view or 

visual amenity that requires 

further assessment. 

Visibility of St Fergus Energy Park will be limited to its WTGs to 

the north. The Green Volt landfall and ECC will have no effect on 

the view during the operational phase after reinstatement and is 

screened by woodland. The Kirkton Solar PV Farm will be visible 

at close range to the east and north-east of the view and the 

OnSS and EBI will be viewed successively in the view to the 

south-east, with potential for significant cumulative effects on 

the view that requires further assessment. 

Effects on Views and Visual Amenity at Viewpoint 5 Bearhill (Residents) 

Significant (Moderate) Yes. Potential for significant 

permanent significant cumulative 

effects on the view or visual 

amenity that requires further 

assessment. 

The Green Volt landfall and ECC  will have no effect on the view 

during the operational phase after reinstatement. St Fergus 

Energy Park will not be visible to the north due to the intervening 

landform. The Kirkton Solar PV Farm will be partially visible in the 

view north-east towards the coast and the OnSS and EBI will be 

viewed simultaneously to the south of Kirkton Solar PV Farm, 

with potential for significant cumulative effects on the view that 

requires further assessment.  
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Effect Assessed Alone  Potential for Cumulative Effect  Rationale  

Effects on Views and Visual Amenity at Viewpoint 6 A90 Lunderton (Residents, motorists) 

Significant (Major/Moderate) No potential for significant 

cumulative effects on the view / 

visual amenity. 

The developments considered in the CEA (Table 12-11) will not 

be visible in the view due to screening by intervening coniferous 

forestry.  

Effects on Views and Visual Amenity at Viewpoint 7 Hallmoss (Residents) 

Significant (Moderate) No potential significant 

cumulative effects on the view / 

visual amenity. 

The blade tips of WTGs at St Fergus Energy Park may be partially 

visible to the north of the view, with lower parts screened by 

intervening landform. All other developments considered in the 

CEA (Table 12-11) will not be visible in the view due to screening 

by intervening landform and coniferous forestry. 

Effects on Views and Visual Amenity at Viewpoint 8 Core Path, Craigewan (Walkers on core path / Golfers on Peterhead Golf Course) 

Not Significant 

(Moderate/Minor) 

No potential significant 

cumulative effects on the view / 

visual amenity. 

The blade tips of WTGs at St Fergus Energy Park will be partially 

visible behind the Onshore Development, with lower parts 

screened by intervening forestry. All other developments 

considered in the CEA (Table 12-11) will not be visible in the view 

due to screening by intervening landform and coniferous 

forestry. The contribution of the Onshore Development to the 

cumulative effect will be very low due to its limited visibility in 

the view, as it is largely screened by intervening forestry on the 

skyline.    

Effects on Views and Visual Amenity at Viewpoint 9 Peterhead, Gadle Braes (Residents) 

Not Significant (Minor) No potential significant 

cumulative effects on the view / 

visual amenity. 

The WTGs at St Fergus Energy Park will be visible, one partially 

screened by the intervening Onshore Development and forestry, 

above a skyline influenced by existing WTGs inland, tall masts 

and towers within the St Fergus Gas Terminal. All other 

developments considered in the CEA (Table 12-11) will not be 

visible in the view due to screening by intervening landform and 

coniferous forestry. The contribution of the Onshore 

Development to the cumulative effect will be very low due to its 

limited visibility in the view, as it is largely screened by 

intervening forestry on the skyline. 

Effects on Views and Visual Amenity at Viewpoint 10 A90 Lunderton Cottages (Residents) 

Significant (Major) No potential significant 

cumulative effects on the view / 

visual amenity. 

The developments considered in the CEA (Table 12-11) will not 

be visible in the view due to screening by intervening coniferous 
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Effect Assessed Alone  Potential for Cumulative Effect  Rationale  

forestry and, for Green Volt, screening is also provided by the 

landform. 

Decommissioning Phase  

It is considered that all effects associated with decommissioning assessed alone, and therefore also cumulatively, will be of no greater 

magnitude as those identified within the construction phase of the Onshore Development. This assumption is subject to best practice 

methods and technology appropriate at the time of decommissioning.  

Cumulative Effects on Landscape Character and Landscape Designations  

12.12.2.4 The preliminary assessment in Table 12-12 identifies the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) 
and North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA as having potential for significant cumulative effects on their 
landscape character. The developments considered in the CEA (Table 12-11) are all located within the 
Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) and the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA. The 
changes associated with these consented developments will occur primarily within the coastal landscape 
between St Fergus Gas Terminal and Kirkton Head, with much of the landscape of agricultural fields likely to 
be occupied by the Kirkton Solar PV Farm and a smaller area to the north near St Fergus forming the St 
Fergus Energy Park, including its solar PV farm and the erection of two wind turbines (119 m to Blade Tip). 
In combination these consented developments, given their scale and spread, will create a more developed 
landscape context, in which the solar PV arrays and associated battery storage facilities are a key 
characteristic of the landscape between St Fergus Gas Terminal and Kirkton Head; where the sense of 
naturalness and remoteness of the Beaches, Dunes and Links LCT and North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA 
will be less than in the current baseline and the transition between the coast and the agricultural plain will 
be more influenced by energy development in this area. The developments considered in the CEA (Table 12-
11) are all consented, therefore the changes in character to this LCT and the SLA should be expected to 
happen, whether or not the proposed Onshore Development is also consented. 

12.12.2.5 The addition of the OnSS and EBI to a cumulative context including Green Volt Floating Offshore Wind Farm 
(onshore works) has the potential to increase the cumulative influence of construction phase energy 
infrastructure development within the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) and the North 
East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA. Construction of the OnSS and EBI will be perceived as extending the 
cumulative effect of construction over a slightly wider part of the LCT and SLA, relative to the Green Volt 
Floating Offshore Wind Farm (onshore works), and into the areas of coniferous woodland to the north. This 
woodland and the surrounding landform to the west and south will contain the influence of construction 
within a small area of the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) to the east and north-east of 
the OnSS and EBI. The addition of the construction phase OnSS and EBI will markedly increase the level of 
construction works within this area as Green Volt Floating Offshore Wind Farm (onshore works) and 
installation of its underground components will be nearing completion.  

12.12.2.6 The effects of simultaneous construction of the Onshore Development and the Green Volt Floating Offshore 
Wind Farm (onshore works) on Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) are similar to those of 
the Onshore Development in isolation. These are assessed as medium in cumulative magnitude with 
Significant (Major/Moderate) effects in EIA terms, in the area to the east and north-east of the OnSS and 
EBI; and low to negligible cumulative magnitude with Not Significant (Moderate/Minor to Minor) effects to 
the southern end of the LCT and SLA, near Peterhead. The screening effects of topography and intervening 



Salamander Offshore Wind Farm Onshore EIA Report 
August 2024   

   

  

ER.B.3.12 Landscape and Visual Amenity  Page 95/106 

coniferous forestry adjoining the Onshore Development Area will largely restrict visibility of both projects 
during their construction phases to this area. 

12.12.2.7 The addition of the OnSS and EBI within the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) and the 
North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA has the potential to increase the cumulative influence of energy 
infrastructure development within this LCT. In the local landscape context and when viewed from a limited 
area within the Onshore Development Area (such as from Viewpoint 4 Kirkton Beach Footpath), it is likely 
that the addition of the OnSS and EBI will be perceived as extending the cumulative effect of development 
over a slightly wider part of the LCT and SLA, into the areas of coniferous woodland to the south of the 
consented Kirkton Solar PV Farm. In this local landscape context when viewed from a limited area within the 
Onshore Development Area to the east and north-east of the OnSS and EBI, the magnitude of this cumulative 
change is assessed as medium and the contribution of the OnSS and EBI to the cumulative effect on the local 
landscape character of the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) and the North East 
Aberdeenshire Coast SLA is assessed as Significant (Major/Moderate) in EIA terms. At the local level in this 
area to the east and north-east of the OnSS and EBI, it is assessed as having significant cumulative effects 
despite the more developed landscape context considered in the CEA, because of its extension to this 
developed component of the LCT and SLA.  

12.12.2.8 To the north of the consented Kirkton Solar PV Farm, much of the landscape in the view will be occupied by 
the consented solar PV array, therefore the OnSS and EBI will be viewed in a more developed landscape 
context in which the solar PV array is the prevailing landscape influence, given its proximity and spread. The 
OnSS and EBI will appear in the background, partially screened by forestry, subsumed behind the consented 
Kirkton Solar PV Farm, which will be the main development influence and the magnitude of this cumulative 
change to the landscape character of the Beaches, Dunes and Links LCT and North East Aberdeenshire Coast 
SLA from this area to the north of the Kirkton Solar PV Farm and south of St Fergus Gas Terminal is assessed 
as medium-low, and the contribution of the OnSS and EBI to the cumulative effect is assessed as Not 
Significant (Moderate). This cumulative effect of the OnSS and EBI on the character of the Beaches, Dunes 
and Links LCT and North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA is assessed as reducing further to low or negligible 
levels of cumulative change and Not Significant (Moderate/Minor to Minor) cumulative effects further to 
the north near St Fergus, where the OnSS and EBI will be largely screened by intervening landform and 
coniferous forestry in the intervening landscape and has limited additional influence on the landscape 
character.  

12.12.2.9 The cumulative effects are of similarly low to negligible cumulative magnitude and Not Significant 
(Moderate/Minor to Minor) effects to the southern end of the LCT and SLA, near Peterhead, due to the 
screening effects of topography and intervening coniferous forestry adjoining the Onshore Development 
Area, such that there will be limited intervisibility and cumulative interaction between the OnSS and EBI, the 
Kirkton Solar PV Farm and the more distant St Fergus Energy Park. 

Cumulative Effects on Visual Amenity 

Viewpoint 2 A90 Inverquinzie  

12.12.2.10 The preliminary assessment in Table 12-12 identified that the consented Kirkton Solar PV Farm will be visible 
to the immediate east of the A90, which is likely to extend across the agricultural fields in the foreground of 
the view to the east and south-east. There is potential for a cumulative effect to occur due to the 
simultaneous visibility of the OnSS and EBI with Kirkton Solar PV Farm, however there is very limited visibility 
of the OnSS and EBI, with just a small amount of the upper elements of the OnSS and EBI and its lightning 
rods likely to be partially visible in the backdrop to the Kirkton Solar PV Farm, in the context of other vertical 
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elements and being largely screened from view. This limits the potential for additional cumulative change to 
occur as a result of the OnSS and EBI in the context of the consented Kirkton Solar PV Farm. The contribution 
of the OnSS and EBI to the cumulative effect is assessed as Not Significant (Moderate/Minor). This is due to 
the low cumulative magnitude of change arising from the OnSS and EBI, which is largely screened by 
intervening landform and coniferous forestry in the view. 

Viewpoint 3 St Fergus's Church (Remains)  

12.12.2.11 The preliminary assessment in Table 12-12 identified that the consented Kirkton Solar PV Farm will be visible 
to the immediate foreground of the view from St Fergus's Church, which is likely to extend across the 
agricultural fields in the foreground of the view to the south-east, east and north of the viewpoint, occupying 
a wide lateral spread of the inland view. WTGs within the consented St Fergus Energy Park will also be visible 
in the view to the north-east, but will form a background element in a sector of the view in which existing 
WTGs and the St Fergus Gas Terminal are already influential.  

12.12.2.12 There is potential for a cumulative effect to occur due to the additional effect arising from the simultaneous 
visibility of the OnSS and EBI in the backdrop to Kirkton Solar PV Farm. Much of the foreground view will be 
occupied by the consented solar PV array, therefore the OnSS and EBI will be viewed in a more developed 
landscape context in which the solar PV array is the prevailing landscape influence, given its proximity and 
spread. It is likely that the addition of the OnSS and EBI in this context will be perceived as extending the 
cumulative effect of development further south into the areas of coniferous woodland beyond the 
consented solar array, however the magnitude of this cumulative change is assessed as medium-low and the 
contribution of the OnSS and EBI to the cumulative effect is assessed as Not Significant (Moderate). The 
OnSS and EBI will appear in the background, partially screened by forestry, subsumed behind the consented 
Kirkton Solar PV Farm, which will be the main development influence in the view. Although the OnSS is 
assessed as having significant project alone effects from this viewpoint when considered against the current 
baseline, this does not translate to a significant cumulative effect when considered in the context of the 
consented developments considered in the CEA, which will result in more developed landscape context 
against which the cumulative effect of the OnSS and EBI occurs.  

Viewpoint 4 Kirktown Beach Footpath 

12.12.2.13 The preliminary assessment in Table 12-12 identified that the consented Kirkton Solar PV Farm will be visible 
to the immediate foreground of the view from Kirktown Beach Footpath, which is likely to extend across the 
agricultural fields in the foreground of the view to the east and north-east of the viewpoint, occupying a 
wide lateral spread of the inland view. WTGs within the consented St Fergus Energy Park will also be visible 
in the view to the north-east, but will form a background element in a sector of the view in which existing 
WTGs and the St Fergus Gas Terminal are already influential.  

12.12.2.14 There is potential for a cumulative effect to occur due to the additional effect arising from the simultaneous 
visibility of the OnSS and EBI to the immediate south of Kirkton Solar PV Farm. Much of the view to the east 
and north-east will be occupied by the consented solar array, therefore the OnSS and EBI will be viewed in 
a more developed landscape context in which the solar PV array is the prevailing landscape influence, given 
its proximity and spread. It is likely however, that the addition of the OnSS and EBI in this context will be 
perceived as extending the cumulative effect of development over a wider portion of the view and further 
south into the areas of coniferous woodland to the south of the consented solar array, with the magnitude 
of this cumulative change assessed as medium and the contribution of the OnSS and EBI to the cumulative 
effect is assessed as Significant (Major/Moderate). The OnSS and EBI will be partially screened by forestry, 
however, it is likely to result in a wider lateral spread of energy development influence to the south in the 
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inland view in combination with the Kirkton Solar PV Farm that extends to the east and north-east of the 
view. In this particular viewpoint, the OnSS and EBI is assessed as having significant cumulative effects 
despite the more developed landscape context considered in the cumulative effects assessment, because of 
its extension to this developed component of the view.  

Viewpoint 5 Bearhill 

12.12.2.15 The preliminary assessment in Table 12-12 identified that the consented Kirkton Solar PV Farm may be 
visible in part of the view towards the coast from Bearhill, however it is likely to be largely screened by 
intervening forestry, such that only a small portion of the southern extent of the solar array may be visible 
between this woodland and the coastal dunes beyond. Despite the elevation position of the viewpoint, the 
majority of the Kirkton Solar PV Farm will be not be visible in the view due to the intervening landform 
around Bearhill and forestry screening in the intervening landscape.  

12.12.2.16 There is potential for a cumulative effect to occur due to the additional effect arising from the simultaneous 
visibility of the OnSS to the immediate south of Kirkton Solar PV Farm, with the addition of the OnSS and EBI 
being perceived as extending the cumulative effect of development into the areas of coniferous woodland 
to the south of the consented solar array, however the magnitude of this cumulative change is assessed as 
low and the contribution of the OnSS and EBI to the cumulative effect is assessed as Not Significant 
(Moderate/Minor). Although the OnSS and EBI and part of the Kirkton Solar PV Farm will be visible in the 
same sector of the view towards the coast, a limited amount of the Kirkton Solar PV Farm will be visible and 
it will appear towards the background behind and partially screened by forestry, extending across a narrow 
part of the view below the line defined by dunes against the backdrop of sea, peripheral to the view of the 
OnSS and EBI. The effect of the OnSS and EBI is therefore largely a project alone effect, with its additional 
cumulative effect assessed as being of low magnitude given the limited influence of the other developments 
considered in the CEA. 

12.13 Assessment of Impacts Cumulatively with the Offshore Development 

12.13.1.1 Landscape and visual effects arising from the Onshore Development will in some instances affect the same 
receptors as the Salamander Offshore Development. These effects are considered as follows with reference 
to the SLVIA for the Offshore Development contained within Volume ER.A.3, Chapter 16: Seascape, 
Landscape and Visual Amenity of the Offshore EIA Report. 

12.13.1.2 The majority of landscape and visual receptors in the LVIA Study Area will not experience cumulative effects 
as a result of the Onshore Development and Offshore Development, since they have either no visibility, or 
very limited/distant visibility, of either or both the Onshore Development or the Offshore Development, and 
therefore there is limited potential for cumulative effects to occur. This includes the majority of the inland 
parts of the SLVIA Study Area that have no visibility of the Offshore Development and therefore cannot be 
affected cumulatively. Cumulative effects will only occur on those receptors close to the Onshore 
Development Area and near to the coast, where the construction and operation of the Onshore 
Development will occur in areas that may also be susceptible to changes resulting from views of the Offshore 
Development out to sea. There is potential for the Onshore Development to result in cumulative effects with 
the Offshore Development from locations where their respective ZTV overlap and this zone is concentrated 
near to the coastline in the locality of the Onshore Development Area, between Scotstown Head in the north 
and Peterhead in the south.  

12.13.1.3 The seascape / landscape receptors that may be affected cumulatively by both the Onshore Development 
and the Offshore Development are the South Inch to Peterhead Coastal Character Area (LCCA 5), which 
characterises the closest section of coastline from which the Offshore Development may be visible; together 



Salamander Offshore Wind Farm Onshore EIA Report 
August 2024   

   

  

ER.B.3.12 Landscape and Visual Amenity  Page 98/106 

with the adjoining Beaches, Dunes and Links -Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) and North East Aberdeenshire SLA, 
which will host the Onshore Development. No significant cumulative effects on coastal (seascape) character 
or landscape character as a result of the Onshore Development and Offshore Development are assessed, 
due to the small scale, limited visibility and long distance of the Offshore Development from this coastline, 
and the presence of similar development within the baseline (Hywind Scotland) and the influence of other 
terrestrial energy developments within the coastal character. 

12.13.1.4 The visual receptors that may be affected cumulatively by both the Onshore Development and the Offshore 
Development are focused within the coastal area in the locality of the Onshore Development Area, between 
Scotstown Head in the north and Peterhead in the south. These include people visiting Scotstown Head (as 
represented by Offshore EIAR Viewpoint 6 (Figure 16.19a-h); people visiting St Fergus's Church (remains) as 
represented by Onshore EIAR Viewpoint 3 (Figure 12-12a-e); people walking on the Kirkton Beach Footpath 
as represented by Onshore EIAR Viewpoint 4 (Figure 12-13a-e); residents of the Bearhill area as represented 
by Onshore EIAR Viewpoint 5 (Figure 12-14a-e); people walking on the core path along the coast between 
Peterhead and Kirkton head, and playing golf at Peterhead golf club as represented by Onshore EIAR 
Viewpoint 8 (Figure 12-17a-d); and residents of Peterhead, as represented by Onshore EIAR Viewpoint 9 
Peterhead (Figure 12-18a-d). These visual receptors may potentially experience cumulative effects during, 
and close to, the construction and operation of the Onshore Development, together with the construction 
and operation of the Offshore Development in offshore views. These cumulative effects are however, 
assessed as not significant for all viewpoints due to the small scale, limited visibility and long distance of the 
Offshore Development from this coastline, the position of the Offshore Development and Onshore 
Development in different parts of the views from the coast, the presence of similar development within the 
baseline (Hywind Scotland) and the influence of other terrestrial energy developments within these views. 
Cumulative visual effects of the Onshore and Offshore Developments together are also limited in views from 
the north towards Scotstown Head and south towards Craigewan and Peterhead due to the limited visibility 
of the Onshore Development, which is largely screened by the intervening coniferous forestry. 

12.13.1.5 While there is potential for cumulative effects to occur on receptors in the locality of the Onshore 
Development Area, the lack of potential significant project alone effects from the Offshore Development on 
any of the coastal (seascape), landscape and visual receptors means that any potential additional cumulative 
effects are also unlikely to be significant (as an addition to effects arising from the Onshore Development), 
given the factors assessed (its small scale, limited visibility and long distance offshore). Landscape and visual 
effects arising from the Onshore Development will in some instances affect the same receptors as the 
Salamander Offshore Development, however these cumulative effects are localised to the Onshore 
Development Area and considered not significant, given the limited contribution of the Offshore 
Development to the effects, its limited characterising influence at such long distance offshore and its 
separation from the Onshore Development in different sectors of the views. 

12.14 Transboundary Effects 

12.14.1.1 Transboundary effects are defined as effects that extend into other European Economic Area (EEA) states. 
These may occur from the Onshore Development alone, or cumulatively with other plans or projects. The 
Onshore Development area of influence is located exclusively within Scotland, therefore no transboundary 
effects are expected from the Salamander Project. 
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12.15 Inter-related Effects 

12.15.1.1 The following assessment considers the potential for inter-related effects to arise across the three project 
phases (i.e. project lifetime effects) the interaction of multiple effects on a receptor (i.e. receptor-led 
effects). 

• Project lifetime effects are considered to be effects that occur throughout more than one phase 
of the project, (construction, operation and maintenance, and decommissioning) to interact to 
potentially create a more significant effect on a receptor, than if just assessed in isolation. 

• Receptor-led effects involve spatial or temporal interaction of effects, to create inter-related 
effects on a receptor or receptor group. Receptor-led effects might be short term, temporary or 
transient effects, or incorporate longer term effects. 

12.15.1.2 It is important to note that the inter-related effects assessment considers only effects produced by the 
onshore elements of the Salamander Project and not from other projects, which are considered within 
Section 12.13 and Volume ER.B.4, Annex 6.2: Cumulative Effects Assessment Technical Annex. 

12.15.1.1 A descriptive assessment of project lifetime and receptor-led effects, shown in Table 12-13has then been 
undertaken. This assessment incorporates qualitative and, where reasonably possible, quantitative 
assessments. 

Table 12-13 Onshore Development Inter-related Effects Assessment for the Landscape and Visual Amenity 

Description of Impact Phase Project Effects 

C O&M D 

Project lifetime effects 

Changes to views experienced by people from specific and 

representative viewpoints and from visual receptors  
   No greater than individually assessed impacts. 

Although impacts are broken down into different 

receptors (viewpoints and visual receptors) the 

actual receptor is the same in each case, i.e. the 

people perceiving the effect. Therefore, these 

people will only perceive the effect one way 

(visually) at one point in time, and will not 

experience the construction, operation and 

decommissioning phases simultaneously, or across 

multiple pathways. 

Changes to the perceived landscape character     No greater than individually assessed impacts. 

Although impacts are broken down into different 

receptors based upon physical and perceived 

characteristics (LCTs) the actual receptor is the 

same in each case i.e., the people perceiving the 

effect on landscape character. Therefore, these 

people will only perceive the effect one way 
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Description of Impact Phase Project Effects 

C O&M D 

(visually) at one point in time, and will not 

experience the construction, operation and 

decommissioning phases simultaneously, or across 

multiple pathways. 

Changes to the perceived landscape character and qualities 

of designated landscapes 
   No greater than individually assessed impacts. 

Although impacts are broken down into different 

receptors based upon physical and perceived 

characteristics (LCTs) and planning policies 

(landscape designations) the actual receptor is the 

same in each case i.e., the people perceiving the 

effect on landscape character. Therefore, these 

people will only perceive the effect one way 

(visually) at one point in time, and will not 

experience the construction, operation and 

decommissioning phases simultaneously, or across 

multiple pathways. 

Changes to night-time views and perceived character of 

landscape character as a result of proposed development 

lighting 

   No greater than individually assessed impacts. 

Although impacts are broken down into different 

receptors (viewpoints and visual receptors) the 

actual receptor is the same in each case i.e., the 

people perceiving the effect. Therefore, these 

people will only perceive the effect one way 

(visually) at one point in time, along a single 

pathway.  

Receptor led effects 

Changes to views experienced by people from specific and 

representative viewpoints and from visual receptors  

No greater than individually assessed impacts. Although impacts are 

broken down into different receptors (viewpoints and visual receptors) the 

actual receptor is the same in each case, i.e. the people perceiving the 

effect. Therefore, these people will only perceive the effect one way 

(visually) at one point in time, and will not experience the construction, 

operation and decommissioning phases simultaneously, or across multiple 

pathways. 

Changes to the perceived landscape character  Potentially greater than individually assessed impacts as people may 

perceive changes to the landscape character across multiple pathways as 
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12.16 Conclusion and Summary 

12.16.1.1 This chapter of the EIAR has considered the Onshore Development’s potential effects on landscape character 
and views / visual resources, in line with current guidance and according to a defined methodology. Baseline 
information on coastal, landscape and visual receptors within a 5 km LVIA Study Area was collected through 
desktop review, site surveys and consultation. 

12.16.1.2 The LVIA is based on the Project Design Envelope described in Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 4: Project Description. 
In compliance with EIA regulations, the potential significant effects of a realistic ‘worst-case’ scenario are 
assessed and illustrated in the LVIA, as set out in Table 12-8.  

12.16.1.3 The photomontages that are modelled and presented in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1 Figure 12-10 – 12-19 
have informed the assessment and show an indicative 3D model representation of the OnSS and EBI within 
the context of a Maximum Parameter Envelope representing their maximum height and footprint. The EIA 
assesses the Maximum Parameter Envelope with the 3D model provided for illustration only. The layout and 
form of the OnSS and EBI 3D model shown is an example; it does not include details such as building colour 
or materiality and could differ from the eventual design of the OnSS and EBI. 

12.16.1.4 The location of the Onshore Development, in particular the OnSS and EBI, within a low lying and gently 
undulating landscape within an area of extensive coniferous woodland forms a key designed in measure that 
reduces the potential for significant landscape effects and visual effects to be experienced due to the level 
of screening and integration of the OnSS and EBI within this wooded landscape context. 

12.16.1.5 The LVIA has identified and assessed the significance of effects resulting from the construction, operation 
and decommissioning of the Onshore Development. This was carried out in relation to the landscape 

Description of Impact Phase Project Effects 

C O&M D 

the effects of the Onshore Development will be simultaneously visual and 

audible, however the outcomes would be no different in terms of 

significance to the findings of the primary assessment in respect of 

significant landscape and visual effects. 

Changes to the perceived landscape character and qualities 

of designated landscapes 

Potentially greater than individually assessed impacts as people may 

perceive changes to the landscape character across multiple pathways as 

the effects of the Onshore Development will be simultaneously visual and 

audible, however the outcomes would be no different in terms of 

significance to the findings of the primary assessment in respect of 

significant landscape and visual effects. 

Changes to night-time views and perceived landscape 

character as a result of proposed development lighting 

No greater than individually assessed impacts. Although impacts are 

broken down into different receptors (viewpoints and visual receptors) the 

actual receptor is the same in each case i.e., the people perceiving the 

effect. Therefore, these people will only perceive the effect one way 

(visually) at one point in time, along a single pathway.  
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character, as an environmental resource in its own right, and on people’s views and visual amenity, as well 
considering the cumulative effects of the Onshore Development with other projects. Findings of significance 
arising from the Onshore Development were made according to the methodology and using professional 
judgement. 

12.16.1.6 The LVIA found that the Onshore Development will likely have significant effects on higher sensitivity 
receptors near the Onshore Development, during the construction, operation and maintenance and 
decommissioning phases and these are summarised in Table 12-10. These significant effects will be localised 
within the area defined by coniferous forestry, north of the Onshore Development Area; coastal dunes to 
the east; from the area around Mains of Inverugie to low hills in the south, at Hallmoss and Castle Hill; and 
the summit and western slopes of Bearhill and will be limited to the following receptors:  

• The landscape character of a localised areas of the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire 
(LCT 12); 

• The landscape qualities of a localised area of the North East Aberdeenshire SLA as experienced 
in views from the accessible dunes immediately to the east and north-east of the OnSS and EBI;  

• Visitors and walkers on Kirktown Beach Footpath (Viewpoint 3 St Fergus's Church (Remains)); 

• Visitors to Kirktown Beach and walkers on Kirktown Beach Footpath (Viewpoint 4 Kirktown Beach 
Footpath); 

• Residents of the Bearhill area (Viewpoint 5 Bearhill); 

• Residents of the Lunderton area (Viewpoint 6 A90 Lunderton); 

• Residents of the Hallmoss area (Viewpoint 7 Hallmoss); 

• Residents of Lunderton Cottages (Viewpoint 10 A90 Lunderton Cottages); and 

• Motorists on the A90 between Hallmoss and Lunderton, including those following the 
Aberdeenshire Coastal Trail or North East 250 (Viewpoint 6 A90 Lunderton and Viewpoint 10 A90 
Lunderton Cottages).  

12.16.1.7 Significant effects of the Onshore Development occur on the landscape character and views experienced 
within a localised area of the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) and the qualities of the 
panoramic views from a localised area of accessible dunes within the North East Aberdeenshire SLA, 
extending between the dunes/fens near the Cuttie Burn, Kirkton Beach and St Fergus’s Church/Kirkton Head. 
These effects will reduce to Not Significant from areas to the north extending to St Fergus Gas Terminal, and 
along the coastline to the south of the Onshore Development to Peterhead. Not Significant effects are 
assessed on these wider areas to the north and south at increasing distance along the coast, where areas of 
intervening landform and coniferous forestry provide screening and limit visibility of the Onshore 
Development, and other built elements provide the defining characteristics of the landscape, around St 
Fergus Gas Terminal to the north and the urban areas of Peterhead to the south.  

12.16.1.8 Not Significant effects on all other special qualities of the North East Aberdeenshire SLA have been assessed, 
including views from beaches of the SLA directed out to sea or along the coast; the role of lighthouses, such 
as Rattray as landmark features (which will be unaffected), and the overriding horizontal composition, 
emphasised by low-lying landform and 'soft' gradual transition from land to sea, and it is considered that the 
SLA coast will remain popular for visitors despite the changes arising on local views/qualities due to the 
presence of the OnSS and EBI. The effect of the Onshore Development on the perceived qualities of the SLA 
are localised, with the magnitude dropping quickly beyond this immediate area of accessible dunes to the 
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east. The siting of the OnSS and EBI within an area of coniferous woodland restricts its visibility from the SLA 
and minimises effects on the qualities experienced from its wider landscape. Harms to the qualities of the 
SLA, including its panoramic views, are therefore minimised and its overall integrity and purpose will not be 
comprised as a result of the Onshore Development. 

12.16.1.9 The siting and design of the Onshore Development has sought to reduce its landscape and visual effects as 
far as reasonably practicable to retain the character of the area. Changes to landscape character will be 
limited as land within the LVIA Study Area is well settled and principally in agricultural use; and elements of 
energy infrastructure, including St Fergus Gas Terminal, onshore and offshore WTGs, pylons and Peterhead 
Power Station, are a noticeable influence on the landscape and visual resource. The combination of this 
influence, the scale and largely open character of the surrounding landscape, and the scale of the Onshore 
Development within it, will restrict the extent of significant effects to the immediate landscape and visual 
context of the Onshore Development.   

12.16.1.10 Mitigation measures will be implemented through commitments for landscape design measures, shown in 
the Indicative Landscaping Strategy (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3). A future LMP will be produced 
post-consent in order to discharge the relevant planning conditions requirements, prior to construction of 
the Onshore Development. The purpose of this future LMP is to outline the requirement and commitment 
for landscape mitigation measures. The Indicative Landscaping Strategy (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 
12-3) shows the proposed outline arrangement of the woodland, hedgerow and grassland establishment 
proposed. Large existing areas of coniferous woodland to the north and south provide considerable 
screening of OnSS and EBI. The design approach in the Indicative Landscaping Strategy seeks to expand the 
screening provided by these areas of existing woodland, with proposed broadleaved woodland and 
hedgerow planting to the west of the OnSS and EBI, together with scattered tree planting and re-instatement 
of areas of neutral grassland to the east of the OnSS and EBI. The intention of the Indicative Landscaping 
Strategy is to provide a layered screening approach to offset the appearance of the OnSS and EBI in the 
landscape while also providing ecological benefits through the re-instatement and expansion of broadleaved 
woodland, hedgerow and grassland habitats. 

12.16.1.11 It is noted from all visual assessments of significance of effects at 15 years post construction that the 
landscape planting proposed in the Indicative Landscaping Strategy will have no reduction in the thresholds 
of magnitude of change and significance assessed. The planting will increasingly achieve further screening 
and integration of the OnSS and EBI over time, however these visual effects are assessed as still being 
significant from a number of viewpoints at year 15, primarily due to the continued visibility of the upper 
elements of the OnSS and EBI maximum project design envelope parameters that are assessed. The 
assessment also takes a precautionary approach to the tree growth rates at this coastal site, and based on 
the modelling of the anticipated tree heights and project design envelope, it is expected the upper elements 
of the OnSS and EBI project design envelope are still likely, at 15 m in height, to appear well above the height 
of the planted trees at year 15. It is evident from the viewpoint photomontages at year 15, that the screening 
influence of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy planting is more effective at screening the indicative 3D 
model of the OnSS and EBI, Therefore the final detailed design and layout of the OnSS and EBI is likely to be 
better screened by this planting by year 15 than the maximum parameter envelope assessed in the LVIA. It 
is expected that the OnSS and EBI will sit within a landscape framework of woodland to the north, south and 
west and neutral grassland with scattered trees to the east, which will contribute to minimising the visual 
effects of the OnSS and EBI on the surrounding landscape.   

12.16.1.12 The anticipated effects of the Onshore Development will be short-term and temporary during construction 
and decommissioning with long-term / permanent effects anticipated during operation and maintenance.  
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12.16.1.13 No further monitoring to test the predictions made within the Landscape and Visual Amenity chapter is 
considered necessary. 
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	12.7.1.20 Viewpoints have been compiled within the 5 km Study Area incorporating consultee feedback (as stated in Table 12-2), the ZTV for the Onshore Development (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-7), identification of the landscape and visual rec...
	12.7.1.21 Viewpoints within the 5 km Study Area are set out in Table 12-5 and shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-7. The viewpoints take account of a range of factors, including:
	12.7.1.22 Table 12-5 lists the viewpoints considered within the LVIA and the relevant baseline panorama showing the existing view from each of these viewpoints. A full baseline description is provided for each viewpoint in the assessment undertaken in...

	12.7.2 Future Baseline
	12.7.2.1 This section has been informed by Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 17: Climate Change and Carbon. Based on the climate change projection scenario for the Salamander Project of Landscape and Visual Amenity receptors, the baseline environment for the Lan...
	12.7.2.2 In order to ensure that the Onshore Development is assessed against a realistic baseline scenario, i.e. what the baseline conditions are likely to be once the Onshore Development is operational, a description of the likely future baseline con...
	12.7.2.3 In the absence of the Onshore Development, the land is considered most likely to remain in its present condition. Pastoral and arable agriculture would continue as the principal land uses, subject to the discussion below on climate change and...
	12.7.2.4 The main driver of future change within the landscape and visual resource is climate change. Aspects that may cause change are likely to take two forms; measures to mitigate against the adverse effects of climate change and measures put in pl...
	12.7.2.5 The need for increased flood defence measures is likely to be a driver for change in relation to the coastline and water courses as well as potential changes to other land use practices.
	12.7.2.6 Net Zero carbon emission targets are likely to see an increase in renewable energy development, which is likely to include further onshore and offshore wind farm development, tidal and wave power projects and solar development. A number of op...
	12.7.2.7 Increased walking, cycling and public transport infrastructure may result in changes within urban and rural areas to accommodate this with the aim of reducing vehicular travel and providing increased amenity resources.
	12.7.2.8 Following the United Kingdom’s exit from the European Union, new policies are being drawn up to replace the Common Agricultural Policy. This may result in different agricultural practices being subsidised so that land-uses and land management...
	12.7.2.9 The recent change in how people work – at home rather than travelling to offices – is likely to continue and may result in changes to town centres where there is a focus on commercial property. Such changes may also put more development press...
	12.7.2.10 It is anticipated that there will be some change in the future landscape and visual baseline, as described qualitatively above, however the LVIA undertaken has not quantified these changes further due to the uncertainty surrounding the natur...

	12.7.3 Summary of Baseline Environment
	12.7.3.1 The 5 km Study Area encompasses landscape characterised as Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12), along the coastline; and backing LCT 12, Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17). Landscape within these LCTs is locally...


	12.8 Limitation and Assumptions
	12.8.1 Introduction
	12.8.1.1 The preparation of ZTVs, wireline visualisations and photomontages as assessment tools incorporates certain limitations, including the accuracy of the Digital Terrain Model (DTM). The use of detailed terrain models such as Ordnance Survey (OS...
	12.8.1.2 It is not possible to visit every part of the 5 km Study Area when undertaking field surveys and therefore some aspects of the assessment are based on desktop study and professional experience. It is considered that public roads and footpaths...
	12.8.1.3 The photomontages supporting the Landscape and Visual Amenity chapter (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-10 to Figure 12-19) show an indicative 3D model representation of the OnSS and EBI within the context of a Project Design Envelope, re...

	12.8.2 Impacts Scoped out of the EIAR
	12.8.2.1 The LVIA covers all potential impacts identified during scoping, as well as any further potential impacts that have been highlighted as the EIA has progressed as outlined in Section 12.11.
	12.8.2.2 However, following consideration of the baseline environment, the project description outlined in Chapter ER.B.4: Project Description and in line with the Scoping Opinion a number of impacts are not considered in detail within this EIAR, as i...

	12.8.3 Embedded Mitigation
	12.8.3.1 As part of the project design process, a number of measures have been proposed to reduce the potential for effects on the landscape and visual resource. These include measures which have been incorporated as part of the Onshore Development’s ...
	12.8.3.2 Primary mitigation measures, including those proposed in the shown Indicative Landscaping Strategy (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3) are considered inherently part of the design of the Onshore Development and have therefore been consid...
	12.8.3.3 Primary mitigation proposals for the Onshore Development have involved the sensitive siting and design of the OnSS and EBI, Landfall Compound Area of Search and Onshore ECC during the site selection process, to avoid or reduce potential effec...
	12.8.3.4 The sensitivity of the surrounding landscape; and of residents, road-users and recreational users of the landscape was a key consideration in the site selection of the OnSS and EBI, with the OnSS and EBI located in an area that has relatively...
	12.8.3.5 The position of the OnSS and EBI, on the gently undulating agricultural land of the north-east Aberdeenshire coast, provides visual screening of the Onshore Development by existing landscape elements within the 5 km Study Area. The DSM ZTV in...
	12.8.3.6 Primary mitigation will be implemented through commitments for landscape, shown in the Indicative Landscaping Strategy (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3).
	12.8.3.7 The purpose of this Indicative Landscaping Strategy is to outline the requirement and commitment for landscape mitigation measures that are reflective of the surveys and impact assessment carried out for the Onshore Development. The final det...
	12.8.3.8 The Indicative Landscaping Strategy shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3 shows the proposed outline arrangement of the woodland, hedgerow and grassland establishment around the OnSS and EBI. Large existing areas of coniferous woodl...
	12.8.3.9 In summary the Indicative Landscaping Strategy shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3 consists of the following:
	12.8.3.10 The assessment of effects on landscape and visual amenity undertaken in Section 12.11 assume primary mitigation will be implemented through commitments for landscape design measures shown in outline in the Indicative Landscaping Strategy (Vo...
	12.8.3.11 Areas of woodland and hedgerows planted as part of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy during the onshore site preparation works and at the end of the construction phase, shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3, are assumed to have e...
	12.8.3.12 It is intended that the future LMP delivers more than just planting with a sole screening function. The Salamander Project is committed to delivering a Net Positive Impact on Biodiversity (as outlined in accompanying report RP.B.1 - Net Posi...
	12.8.3.13 The following primary mitigation measures are also embedded within the detailed design of the onshore ECC:
	12.8.3.14 As described above, a future Landscape Management Plan (LMP) will be developed post-consent, in accordance with the Indicative Landscaping Strategy presented in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3, which will include mitigation measures t...
	12.8.3.15 In addition to the mitigation proposals detailed above, a number of tertiary measures would be implemented as best practice, regardless of the impact assessment and will be developed as part of the detailed design process, including the fina...
	12.8.3.16 The embedded mitigation relevant to the LVIA is presented in Table 12-7.


	12.9 Project Design Envelope Parameters
	12.9.1.1 As the exact route for the offshore export cables to come ashore is currently unknown, the location for the Landfall Compound cannot yet be defined, and consequently it is possible this compound may be located elsewhere within the Landfall Co...
	12.9.1.2 The Project Design Envelope parameters relevant to Landscape and Visual Amenity are set out in Table 12-8, which sets out the realistic worst-case scenario based on the design option (or combination of options) that represents the greatest po...

	12.10 Assessment Methodology
	12.10.1.1 Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 6: EIA Assessment Methodology sets out the general approach to the assessment of potential significant effects that may arise from the Salamander Project.
	12.10.1.2 Whilst Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 6: EIA Assessment Methodology provides a general framework for identifying impacts and assessing the significance of their effects, in practice the approaches and criteria applied across different topics vary.
	12.10.1.3 A summary of the approach to the LVIA that has been addressed in the EIA is outlined below.
	12.10.1.4 The Landscape and Visual Amenity chapter has followed the methodology set out in Volume ER.B.4 Annex 12.1: Landscape and Visual Impact Methodology, which accords with the Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Asse...
	12.10.1.5 The LVIA assesses the likely effects that the Construction, Operation and Maintenance and Decommissioning of the Onshore Development may have on the landscape and visual resource, encompassing effects on landscape character, designated lands...
	12.10.1.6 An appropriate and proportionate level of assessment has been undertaken and agreed through consultation at the scoping stage. The level of assessment may be ‘preliminary’ (requiring desk-based data analysis) or ‘detailed’ (requiring site su...
	12.10.1.7 The LVIA involves a combination of quantitative and qualitative assessment and a consensus of professional opinion has been sought through consultation, internal peer review, and the adoption of a systematic, impartial, and professional appr...
	12.10.1.8 Essentially, landscape and visual effects (and whether they are significant in EIA terms) is determined by an assessment of the ‘sensitivity’ of each receptor or group of receptors and the ‘magnitude of change’ that would result from the Ons...
	12.10.1.9 The evaluation of sensitivity takes account of the value and susceptibility of the receptor to the Onshore Development. This is combined with an assessment of the magnitude of change which takes account of the size and scale of the proposed ...
	12.10.1.10 An evaluation of sensitivity to change has been applied for each receptor – high, medium-high, medium, medium-low and low – by combining individual assessments of the value of the receptor and its susceptibility to the specific type of chan...
	12.10.1.11 The magnitude of change affecting landscape receptors is an expression of the scale of the change that will result from the Onshore Development and is dependent on a number of variables regarding the size or scale of the change that will be...
	12.10.1.12 The matrix presented in Table 12-9 helps to inform the threshold of significance when combining sensitivity and magnitude to assess significance. In line with the emphasis placed in GLVIA3 upon the application of professional judgement, an ...
	12.10.1.13 Significant landscape and visual effects are shaded red in Table 12-9. They relate to all those effects that result in a ‘Major’ or a ‘Major / Moderate’ level of effect. Moderate levels of effect (shaded orange) may be significant or not si...
	12.10.1.14 Table 12-9 presents the significance matrix that informs the LVIA.
	12.10.1.15 The geographic extent over which the landscape and visual effects will be experienced is also assessed, which is distinct from the size or scale of effect. This evaluation is not combined in the assessment of the level of magnitude, but ins...
	12.10.1.16 The reasoning behind this approach is explained in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 12-1: Landscape and Visual Impact Methodology.
	12.10.1.17 The duration and reversibility of landscape and visual effects is based on the period over which the Onshore Development is likely to exist, and the extent to which it will be removed and its effects reversed at the end of that period. OPEN...
	12.10.1.18 Long-term, medium-term and short-term landscape and visual effects are defined as follows:
	12.10.1.19 The methodology for the production of visual representations (photomontages and ZTVs) of the Onshore Development is set out in full in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 12.1: Landscape and Visual Impact Methodology.
	12.10.1.20 The visual representations presented in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Landscape and Visual Impact Visualisations, Figure 12-10 to Figure 12-19, were produced in accordance with Visual Representation of Wind farms (NatureScot, 2017) and Visual ...
	12.10.1.21 The ZTVs in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Landscape and Visual Impact Visualisations, Figure 12-7 and Figure 12-8 have also been produced in line with guidance (NatureScot, 2017) and are generated using Geographical Information System (GIS) so...

	12.11 Impact Assessment
	12.11.1.1 The assessment in this section has been undertaken in respect of the whole Onshore Development, taking account of the relevant Project Design Envelope parameters detailed in Table 12-8.
	12.11.2 Construction
	12.11.2.1 Full descriptions of the construction works related to the Onshore Development are provided in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 4: Project Description.
	12.11.2.2 As trenchless technology will be employed to bring the offshore export cable ashore, no physical disturbance of the beach or intertidal area is predicted and as a result, there will be no physical landscape effect on the intertidal area.
	12.11.2.3 Construction of the Onshore Development may result in physical landscape effects on physical landscape elements within the Onshore Development Area, including areas of dune grassland, neutral grassland with scattered trees and areas of mixed...
	12.11.2.4 The Landfall Compound Area of Search includes part of the north-east Aberdeenshire coastline that comprises wide sandy beaches, extensive coastal dune systems covered with marram grass backing the beaches and rocky outcrops at Scotstown head...
	12.11.2.5 Dune Grassland is considered to have a high sensitivity, reflecting that it is of high value and high susceptibility, for the reasons given below.
	12.11.2.6 Value: Dunes are considered high value as they are strong contributors to the scenic quality of the coastal landscape that enhance its recreational value and importance for nature conservation. "Expansive beaches backed by rolling dunes" wit...
	12.11.2.7 Susceptibility: Dunes grassland is inherently fragile and considered to have a high susceptibility to changes associated within the construction of the Onshore Development, in particular construction works relating to the landfall compound a...
	12.11.2.8 Dune grassland is assessed as likely to undergo a high magnitude of change due to the direct changes to this physical landscape element within the footprint of the worst-case landfall compound (up to 15,000 m2) and the onshore ECC (consistin...
	12.11.2.9 Should the landfall works be designed in such a way as to allow the offshore export cable(s) to be pulled directly into the OnSS, no onshore export cables would be required and the effect on the coastal dunes would be Not Significant (Minor)...
	12.11.2.10 Should the landfall compound be located to the far north of the Landfall Compound Area of Search (to assess the worst-case scenario in relation to the onshore ECC passing through dune grassland habitat), based on the combination of the high...
	12.11.2.11 Woodland cover within the 5 km Study Area predominantly comprises coniferous plantation woodland with smaller areas of mixed woodland, often along watercourses or planted as shelterbelts around agricultural land and farmsteads. The largest ...
	12.11.2.12 Woodland (broadleaved, coniferous and other mixed woodland) is assessed as having a high sensitivity to change, reflecting that areas of woodland are of high value and medium-high susceptibility, for the reasons given below.
	12.11.2.13 Value: Woodland, particularly coniferous woodland, is a relatively commonplace landscape element within the LVIA Study Area that contributes to the rural character and provides shelter, containment and structure within the rolling agricultu...
	12.11.2.14 Susceptibility: Coniferous plantation woodland within the Onshore Development Area is considered to have a medium susceptibility to changes associated with the Onshore Development. On the one hand, this landscape element is susceptible to l...
	12.11.2.15 Woodland (broadleaved, coniferous and other mixed woodland) is assessed as undergoing a high magnitude of change due to the direct changes to this physical landscape element during construction within the footprint of the OnSS and EBI and l...
	12.11.2.16 Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of woodland and the anticipated high magnitude of change arising during construction, the effect of the construction of the Onshore Development on areas of woodland (broadleaved, coniferous a...
	12.11.2.17 The Onshore Development Area includes an area used for agriculture, immediately to the east of the A90 trunk road. Agricultural practices including ploughing or sowing of fields, harvesting crops and operating farm machinery are a fundament...
	12.11.2.18 Agricultural land has been attributed a medium sensitivity rating, reflecting that it has medium value and low susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out below.
	12.11.2.19 Value: The Onshore Development Area is located within the locally designated North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, indicating a higher quality and value to this land. The special qualities of the SLA are protected by planning policy and mainl...
	12.11.2.20 Susceptibility: Agricultural land is widespread throughout the 5 km study area, and is a common element of both the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12), which runs along the coastline; and the Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aber...
	12.11.2.21 Agricultural land is assessed as undergoing a low magnitude of change due to the construction of the Onshore Development. Only the temporary storage and construction compound is located within agricultural land, while the construction of th...
	12.11.2.22 Based on the combination of the medium sensitivity of agricultural land and the low magnitude of change it will undergo, the effects of construction of the Onshore Development are assessed as Not Significant (Minor) in EIA terms. The effect...
	12.11.2.23 Construction phase effects on landscape character will occur as a result of the construction activities, including the presence and activity of construction works and plant during the stages of construction described in Volume ER.B.2 Chapte...
	12.11.2.24 Within and immediately adjacent to the worst-case landfall compound location, onshore ECC (if the location of the landfall compound requires this) and OnSS and EBI, the perceived character of the Beaches, Dunes and Links (LCT 12) and the No...
	12.11.2.25 The impacts on the landscape character will differ if the landfall compound is co-located immediately to the east of the OnSS and EBI or if it is located elsewhere within the landfall compound area of search, such as to the far north of thi...
	12.11.2.26 During construction the magnitude of change to the landscape character of the Beaches, Dunes and Links (LCT 12) and the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA arising from the Onshore Development will differ depending on whether the landfall co...
	12.11.2.27 Assuming that the landfall compound is co-located to the immediate east of the OnSS and EBI, the magnitude of change to the landscape character of the Beaches, Dunes and Links (LCT 12) and the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA as a result ...
	12.11.2.28 Should the landfall compound be located elsewhere within the landfall compound area of search, such as to the far north, potential changes to the landscape character of the Beaches, Dunes and Links (LCT 12) and the North East Aberdeenshire ...
	12.11.2.29 Visibility of the construction phase activities from the Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17) to the immediate west of the Onshore Development, may also result in changes to its perceived character, even though the constructi...
	12.11.2.30 The construction of the Onshore Development will also result in visual effects, temporarily during the construction period, when the construction works may be seen by visual receptors such as local residents, motorists, walkers using footpa...
	12.11.2.31 The visual effects arising as a result of the construction of the OnSS and EBI are assessed as being of no greater magnitude and significance on all viewpoints and visual receptors as those arising due to their operation and maintenance, as...
	12.11.2.32 Should the landfall compound be located to the immediate east of the OnSS and EBI, construction activity related to the landfall compound is unlikely to affect views experienced by local residents as there are no residential dwellings withi...
	12.11.2.33 Should the landfall compound be located elsewhere within the Landfall Compound Area of Search, construction of the landfall compound and onshore ECC is likely to be very limited from residential receptors outside the Onshore Development Are...
	12.11.2.34 Should the landfall be located to the immediate east of the OnSS and EBI or to the north of the Landfall Compound Area of Search, construction of the landfall compound and onshore ECC will primarily result in effects on views experienced by...
	12.11.2.35 The construction phase effects of the landfall compound and onshore ECC are assessed as being Not Significant in EIA terms, on all other visual receptors and viewpoints identified in the operational phase assessment in Section 12.11.3, with...

	12.11.3 Operation and Maintenance
	12.11.3.1 This section assesses the effects on landscape and visual receptors of the operation and maintenance of the OnSS and EBI, which comprises the above ground infrastructure of the OnSS, EBI and battery storage compounds, and the access road fro...
	12.11.3.2 Under the operation and maintenance phase, the following impacts have been assessed:
	12.11.3.3 The components of the operational development that may be visible and give rise to these effects are described in full in Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 4: Project Description are within the OnSS and EBI, which will be split into three compounds, con...
	12.11.3.4 The equipment to be located within the Salamander Project OnSS compound will likely include transformers, shunt reactors, dynamic reactive power compensation, harmonic filters and building(s) containing gas insulated switch gear, control roo...
	12.11.3.5 The equipment to be located in the OnSS compound will likely include various switchgear and other associated equipment for OnSS operation: it will also include a range of auxiliary and supporting equipment for the running and control of the ...
	12.11.3.6 The equipment to be located within the EBI compound will likely include battery energy storage, transformers, dynamic reactive power compensation, switchgear, computing and control equipment, and other auxiliary and supporting equipment for ...
	12.11.3.7 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-5 shows that this LCT encompasses the coastline between Fraserburgh and Peterhead, which comprises long, broad and gently curving sandy beaches with subtle points at Rattray Head, Scotstown Head and Forvi...
	12.11.3.8 The relevant key characteristics of LCT 12 are:
	12.11.3.9 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-5 shows the location of the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12).
	12.11.3.10 The Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) has been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting its medium-high value and medium-high susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out below.
	12.11.3.11 Value. Landscape within the LCT is not nationally designated for its scenic value but is locally designated as the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, which implies a relatively higher value landscape, although not of the highest value (as ...
	12.11.3.12 Susceptibility. Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) is a reasonably intact landscape influenced by energy infrastructure, including the St Fergus Gas Terminal, and settlement that includes the town of Peterhead with qualities ...
	12.11.3.13 As this is a flat and low-lying landscape, changes to its perceived character resulting from the OnSS and EBI will largely be determined by intervening features. Coniferous forestry immediately to the north and south of the OnSS and EBI wil...
	12.11.3.14 The DSM ZTV in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-8 shows that, due to the low-lying landform and screening features such as forestry, more open views of the OnSS and EBI will be restricted to the immediate east and west, where the form a...
	12.11.3.15 For most areas of the LCT, ground level activity and lower built elements will not be visible due to the screening provided by the conifer plantations, rising to 6-10 m in height, to the immediate north and south of the OnSS and EBI. The sc...
	12.11.3.16 Existing landscape elements will largely remain unchanged, and the introduction of the Onshore Development will be contained within a small proportion of the LCT, however an area of coniferous woodland will be removed within the footprint o...
	12.11.3.17 The magnitude of change to the LCT during the operation and maintenance of the OnSS and EBI is assessed as ranging from medium to high in the area immediately to the west and south-west on the agricultural area around Lunderton (as represen...
	12.11.3.18 Significant (Major/Moderate to Major) effects in EIA terms, on the perceived character of the LCT are assessed on the area immediately to the west and south-west within the agricultural areas around Lunderton and the coastal dunes area imme...
	12.11.3.19 Not Significant (Moderate/Minor) effects in EIA terms, are assessed from areas of the LCT extending to the north and south along the coast, where the magnitude of change is assessed as low, from areas around North Kirkton and Inverquinzie t...
	12.11.3.20 These direct effects of the Onshore Development on the perceived character of the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) are considered to be long-term and permanent.
	12.11.3.21 Areas of woodland and hedgerows planted as part of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy during the onshore site preparation works and at the end of the construction phase, described in Section 12.8.3 and shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: F...
	12.11.3.22 Low-lying areas of neutral grassland with scattered trees/scrub will be reinstated within the Landfall Compound, with scattered trees on the coastal side of the OnSS and EBI fitting with the local characteristic in this area. Broadleaf wood...
	12.11.3.23 Despite the mitigation afforded and the increasing degree of landscape integration achieved over time, the magnitude of change resulting from the Onshore Development, taking account of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy mitigation at 15 ye...
	12.11.3.24 Not Significant (Moderate/Minor) effects in EIA terms, are assessed from areas of the LCT extending to the north and south along the coast, where the magnitude of change is assessed as low, from areas around North Kirkton and Inverquinzie t...
	12.11.3.25 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-5 shows the location of the Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17). This LCT gradually transitions into Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12), forming its hinterland. It is a lar...
	12.11.3.26 The key characteristics of the LCT are:
	12.11.3.27 A medium-low sensitivity rating has been attributed to LCT 17, reflecting its low value and medium-low susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out below.
	12.11.3.28 Value. LCT 17 is a large, typically agricultural landscape that is not particularly distinctive or unusual in character, being representative of the agricultural farming landscape of large intensive arable fields set back on the Aberdeenshi...
	12.11.3.29 Susceptibility. LCT 17 is large scale and settled in character. The LCT can readily accommodate changes to its fabric as it is an extensive area, which extends from the coastline to Mintlaw and Ellon between Fraserburgh to Dyce. The LCT is ...
	12.11.3.30 The anticipated change to the character of the Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17) due to operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development is assessed as medium magnitude to the immediate west of the OnSS and EBI and aro...
	12.11.3.31 Existing landscape elements will remain unchanged, as the Onshore Development is outside this LCT, contained within the adjoining LCT 12. A small area of coniferous woodland in the setting of this LCT will be lost. The OnSS and EBI will the...
	12.11.3.32 Based on the combination of the medium-low sensitivity and the medium magnitude of change, the significance of effect on the perceived character of the Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17) due to operation and maintenance of ...
	12.11.3.33 Areas of woodland and hedgerows planted as part of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy during the onshore site preparation works and at the end of the construction phase, described in Section 12.8.3 and shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: F...
	12.11.3.34 Broadleaf woodland to the west of the OnSS and EBI will provide linkage between existing woodland areas and help to integrate the OnSS and EBI into the landscape, both in terms of providing screening of the onshore infrastructure and as an ...
	12.11.3.35 Despite the mitigation afforded and the increasing degree of landscape integration achieved over time, the magnitude of change resulting from the Onshore Development, taking account of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy mitigation at 15 ye...
	12.11.3.36 The North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA encompasses two separate sections of coastal landscape and farmland extending between Fraserburgh and Peterhead and between Buchan Ness and Blackdog. The coastline of the SLA is characterised as Beache...
	12.11.3.37 The low-lying coastline of Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) within the SLA merges gradually with the low-lying and gently undulating landform of the Coastal Agricultural Plain – Aberdeenshire (LCT 17) further inland. A geom...
	12.11.3.38 Volume B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-5 shows the location of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA.
	12.11.3.39 The North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA has been assessed as having a medium-high sensitivity to change, reflecting its medium-high value and the medium-high susceptibility to change, for the reasons set out below.
	12.11.3.40 Value. The SLA is a largely natural coastline whose special qualities are recognised by local designation for its scenic value. Designation as an SLA reflects that the area exhibits particular qualities and characteristics that are recognis...
	12.11.3.41 The special qualities of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA that are susceptible to changes arising from the Onshore Development are as follows (Aberdeenshire Council (2023):
	12.11.3.42 Designation of the landscape implies a higher quality and value, however this is moderated by an observable level of modification by farming, commercial forestry, settlement and within the wider context, the influences of urban development ...
	12.11.3.43 Susceptibility. The SLA is a large-scale, typically agricultural and coastal landscape that is strongly associated with the adjoining seascape of the North Sea. This association means that many of the SLA's special qualities are related to ...
	12.11.3.44 The Onshore Development is situated within an area of the SLA that exhibits the "Overriding horizontal composition, emphasised by low-lying landform and 'soft' gradual transition from land to sea" and "Expansive beaches backed by rolling du...
	12.11.3.45 Within the 3 km Detailed Study Area, shown on Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-1, the beach and dunes are more susceptible to change due to their more natural quality and absence of coastal development that could easily be altered. Behi...
	12.11.3.46 Special qualities relating to ecology and cultural heritage are considered as part of the topic specific assessments in Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 9: Terrestrial Ecology and Nature Conservation and Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 10: Onshore Archaeology...
	12.11.3.47 The effect of the OnSS and EBI on the “rugged and dramatic cliffs to the south of Boddam” special quality is also scoped out of the LVIA due to their geographic location at long distance outside the LVIA Study Area and lack of visibility.
	12.11.3.48 An assessment of the magnitude of change and residual effects arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development on the defined landscape and visual special qualities of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, is set out as f...
	12.11.3.49 On balance, the change resulting from the OnSS and EBI on the panoramic views along the coast experienced from a localised area of accessible dunes of the North East Aberdeenshire SLA to the north-east of the OnSS and EBI (as represented by...
	12.11.3.50 Consequently, the significance of effect of the OnSS and EBI on panoramic views along the coast experienced by visitors from a localised area of accessible dunes of the North East Aberdeenshire SLA to the north-east of the OnSS and EBI is a...
	12.11.3.51 Areas of woodland and hedgerows planted as part of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy during the onshore site preparation works and at the end of the construction phase, described in Section 12.8.3 and shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: F...
	12.11.3.52 An assessment of the effects arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development 15 years post construction with the Indicative Landscaping Strategy mitigation on the defined landscape and visual special qualities of the North...
	12.11.3.53 Despite the mitigation afforded and the increasing degree of landscape integration achieved over time, the magnitude of change resulting from the Onshore Development, taking account of the Indicative Landscaping Strategy mitigation at 15 ye...
	12.11.3.54 Not Significant effects in EIA terms, on all other special qualities of the North East Aberdeenshire SLA are assessed, including effects on panoramic views out to sea and views from the expansive beaches, which will experience a negligible ...
	12.11.3.55 An assessment of the effects of the operation and maintenance of the OnSS and EBI on views and visual amenity is presented as follows with reference to the ZTV in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-7 and Figure 12-8 and the visual represe...
	12.11.3.56 The visual representations in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1 (Figure 12-10 to 12-19) provide the viewpoint location, existing baseline view and a photomontage of the OnSS and EBI from each viewpoint. The photomontages show an indicative 3D model...
	12.11.3.57 The visual representations in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1 have informed the assessment in Section 12.11 and are presented to inform stakeholders and decision makers about the general appearance and nature of the Onshore Development and the la...
	12.11.3.58 The visual assessment assumes primary mitigation will be implemented through commitments for landscape design mitigation measures shown in the Indicative Landscaping Strategy (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3). Operational phase effec...
	12.11.3.59 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-10a to 12-10c shows the view from Viewpoint 1, which is representative of residents within St Fergus. The village of St Fergus lies approximately 2.3 km to the north north-west of the OnSS and EBI. The ...
	12.11.3.60 The viewpoint has been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting that the view residents of St Fergus experience is of medium value and that their susceptibility to change within the view is medium-high, for the reasons set ou...
	12.11.3.61 Value. The viewpoint is representative of residents of St Fergus and is not a recognised viewpoint that is shown on OS mapping or otherwise identified for its scenic quality. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy, but encom...
	12.11.3.62 Susceptibility. Residents of St Fergus take in the view from their place of residence and as it is an intrinsic part of their experience, they are liable to be more affected by the Onshore Development. The attention and interest of local re...
	12.11.3.63 The photomontage in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-10d shows the Project Design Envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 1 St Fergus.
	12.11.3.64 No change will occur to the view from St Fergus arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development as there will be no visibility of the OnSS and EBI due to the intervening forestry, which will screen the OnSS and EBI entirely.
	12.11.3.65 As no change will occur at this viewpoint, there will be no effect on the view arising from the Onshore Development.
	12.11.3.66 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-11a to 12-11c shows the view from Viewpoint 2 A90 Inverquinzie, which is representative of residents of Inverquinzie and motorists on the A90. The viewpoint is located on the A90 just south of Inverquin...
	12.11.3.67 Residents of Inverquinzie have been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting that the view they experience is of medium value and that their susceptibility to change within the view is medium-high. Motorists on the A90 have b...
	12.11.3.68 Value. The viewpoint is representative of residents of Inverquinzie and motorists on the A90, and is not recognised for its scenic value either by OS mapping or by provision of signage or facilities for enjoyment of the view. The views are ...
	12.11.3.69 Susceptibility. Residents of Inverquinzie take in the view from their place of residence and as it is an intrinsic part of their experience, they are liable to be more affected by the Onshore Development. There are no particular focal point...
	12.11.3.70 Views from the A90 are incidental for motorists, whose main focus is on the road ahead. Motorists have transient views of the surrounding landscape that tend to be peripheral to their direction of travel and observe the surrounding landscap...
	12.11.3.71 The photomontage in Volume B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-11d shows the predicted view of the project envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 2 A90 Inverquinzie.
	12.11.3.72 The view from Inverquinzie will undergo a low magnitude of change arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below.
	12.11.3.73 The viewpoint lies 1.25 km from the OnSS and EBI which will appear beyond level farmland that extends from the foreground to the background, against a backdrop of open sky. A very small proportion of the Onshore Development will be visible,...
	12.11.3.74 Based on the medium-high sensitivity of residents of Inverquinzie and the low magnitude of change, the effects of operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development on the views they experience are assessed as Not Significant (Moderate/Mi...
	12.11.3.75 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-12a to 12-12c shows the view from Viewpoint 3 St Fergus's Church (Remains), which is representative of visitors to the church ruins and walkers on the Kirktown Beach Footpath. The viewpoint is located w...
	12.11.3.76 Value. The viewpoint is not recognised either by OS mapping or provision of signage or facilities for enjoyment of the view but is a point on a footpath that may be locally valued for its scenic qualities. While the view is not afforded pro...
	12.11.3.77 Susceptibility. Visitors to the church ruins and walkers on the Kirktown Beach Footpath have transient but longer duration views which they take in as they move about the ruins and graveyard and walk along the path. There is no particular f...
	12.11.3.78 The photomontage in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-12d shows the predicted view of the project envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 3 St Fergus's Church (Remains).
	12.11.3.79 The view from the St Fergus church remains will undergo a medium magnitude of change arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below.
	12.11.3.80 The viewpoint lies 1 km from the OnSS and EBI. There will be a short/medium-range view that encompasses farmland in the fore to middle ground, the OnSS and EBI in the middle ground and enclosing woodland in the background. The eastern side ...
	12.11.3.81 While there is little development in the Onshore Development Area, energy infrastructure is evident towards Peterhead where pylons are observable above residential development. More energy infrastructure is visible in the wider view, compri...
	12.11.3.82 Based on the combination of the high receptor sensitivity at this viewpoint and the medium magnitude of change, the effects of the Onshore Development during operation and maintenance on the views experienced by visitors to the St Fergus ch...
	12.11.3.83 Areas of neutral grassland with scattered trees within the Landfall Compound Area of Search are likely to be partially visible between the viewpoint and the OnSS and EBI, with scattered trees expected to provide slightly more screening of t...
	12.11.3.84 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-13a to 12-13c show the view from Viewpoint 4 Kirktown Beach Footpath, which is representative of walkers on the Kirktown Beach Footpath and visitors to Kirktown Beach. The viewpoint is located on the to...
	12.11.3.85 Walkers on the Kirktown Beach Footpath and visitors to Kirktown Beach have been attributed a high sensitivity rating, reflecting that the value of the view they experience is high and that their susceptibility to change within the view is h...
	12.11.3.86 Value. While the viewpoint is neither recognised by OS mapping or provision of signage or facilities for enjoyment of the view, the existence of the path indicates that the surrounding scenery is locally valued. The view is not afforded pro...
	12.11.3.87 Susceptibility. Walkers on the Kirktown Beach Footpath and visitors to Kirktown Beach take in the view as they walk along the footpath or engage in recreation on the beach and, as consideration of the view from the path over these accessibl...
	12.11.3.88 The photomontage in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-13d shows the predicted view of the project envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 4 Kirktown Beach Footpath.
	12.11.3.89 The view from the Kirkton Beach Footpath will undergo a high magnitude of change arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below.
	12.11.3.90 The viewpoint lies 0.5 km from the OnSS and EBI. The Onshore Development will be seen within a short-range view and will appear in the background, against a backdrop of open sky and beyond a fore to middle ground of dunes and coniferous woo...
	12.11.3.91 Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of walkers on the Kirktown Beach Footpath and visitors to Kirktown Beach, and the high magnitude of change, during operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development the effects on the view...
	12.11.3.92 Areas of neutral grassland with scattered trees within the Landfall Compound Area of Search are likely to be partially visible between the viewpoint and the OnSS and EBI, with scattered trees expected to provide slightly more screening of t...
	12.11.3.93 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-14a to 12-14c show the view from Viewpoint 5 Bearhill, which is representative of residents of Bearhill. The viewpoint is located next to a minor road serving Kirkton running along the crest of a hill f...
	12.11.3.94 Residents of Bearhill have been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting that the value of the view they experience is medium-high and that their susceptibility to change within the view is medium-high, for the reasons set ou...
	12.11.3.95 Value. The viewpoint is a natural vantage point but is neither recognised by OS mapping nor by provision of signage or facilities for enjoyment of the view. The view is not afforded protection in planning policy but encompasses parts of the...
	12.11.3.96 Susceptibility. Residents of Bearhill take in the view from their place of residence and, as consideration of the view is an integral part of their experience, they are more liable to be affected by the Onshore Development. Three properties...
	12.11.3.97 The photomontage in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-14d shows the predicted view of the project envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 5 Bearhill.
	12.11.3.98 The view from Bearhill will undergo a medium magnitude of change arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below.
	12.11.3.99 A medium-range view of the OnSS and EBI will be seen as the viewpoint lies 1.2 km from the OnSS and EBI. The Onshore Development will lie in the middle ground, beyond arable farmland, between coniferous woodland, and against a backdrop of d...
	12.11.3.100 Based on the medium-high sensitivity of residents of Bearhill and the medium magnitude of change, the effects of the operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development on the views they experience are assessed as Significant (Moderate) i...
	12.11.3.101 The operational OnSS and EBI will be partially visible in the mid-ground of the view but is expected to be increasingly screened by broadleaved woodland to the east of the OnSS and EBI (Figure 12-14e), particularly the lower EBI and batter...
	12.11.3.102 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-15a to 12-15c show the view from Viewpoint 6 A90 Lunderton, which is representative of residents of Lunderton and motorists on the A90. The viewpoint is located on the A90 at Lunderton. The view north ...
	12.11.3.103 Lunderton lies approximately 0.5 km south-west of the OnSS and EBI, at its closest point. The settlement lies west of a long, straight section of the A90 adjoining the Onshore Development Area and comprises two bungalows and two properties...
	12.11.3.104 Residents have been attributed medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting the medium value of the view and that their susceptibility to change within the view is high. Motorists on the A90 have been attributed medium sensitivity rating, re...
	12.11.3.105 Value. The viewpoint is a point on the primary route located at the small settlement but is not a viewpoint that is recognised for its scenic value either by OS mapping or provision of signage or facilities for enjoyment of the view. Plann...
	12.11.3.106 Susceptibility. Residents of Lunderton take in the view from their place of residence and, as views are integral to the experience of their place of residence, they are liable to be affected by the Onshore Development. Two bungalows adjoin...
	12.11.3.107 The photomontage in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-15d shows the predicted view of the project envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 6 A90 Lunderton.
	12.11.3.108 The view from Lunderton will undergo a medium-high magnitude of change arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below.
	12.11.3.109 The viewpoint lies approximately 0.5 km from the OnSS and EBI. Beyond a foreground of farmland, there will be a short-range view of the Onshore Development in the middle ground against a background of enclosing coniferous woodland and a ba...
	12.11.3.110 The OnSS and EBI will introduce larger scale energy infrastructure to a view which is largely characterised by farmland and forestry and will contrast strongly with these elements of the landscape. While overhead telephone lines and posts,...
	12.11.3.111 Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of residents of Lunderton and the medium-high magnitude of change, the effects of the operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development on the views they experience are assessed as...
	12.11.3.112 Due to the medium sensitivity of motorists on the A90 and the medium-high magnitude of change, the effects on the views they experienced are assessed as Significant (Moderate) in EIA terms, direct, long-term and permanent.
	12.11.3.113 The operational OnSS and EBI will be partially visible in the mid-ground of the view but is expected to be increasingly screened by broadleaved woodland to the west of the OnSS and EBI (Figure 12-15e), particularly the lower EBI and batter...
	12.11.3.114 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-16a to 12-16c show the view from Viewpoint 7 Hallmoss, which is representative of residents of Hallmoss. The viewpoint lies on a minor road further inland from the coast and overlooks a very gently und...
	12.11.3.115 Residents of Hallmoss have been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting that the view is of medium value and that their susceptibility to change in the view is high, for the reasons set out below.
	12.11.3.116 Value. The viewpoint is a point on the settlement edge and is not a defined location for appraising the view. The viewpoint is not recognised either by OS mapping or provision of signage or facilities for enjoyment of the view. The view it...
	12.11.3.117 Susceptibility. Residents of Hallmoss take in the view from their place of residence and, as consideration of the view is an integral part of their experience, they are more liable to the effects of the Onshore Development.
	12.11.3.118 The photomontage in Volume B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-16d shows the predicted view of the project envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 7 Hallmoss.
	12.11.3.119 The view from Hallmoss will undergo a medium-low magnitude of change arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below.
	12.11.3.120 The viewpoint lies approximately 1.2 km from the OnSS and EBI. There will be a medium-range view of the Onshore Development. Farmland will lie in the fore to middle ground. The Onshore Development will appear in the background alongside en...
	12.11.3.121 Based on the medium-high sensitivity of residents of the Hallmoss area and the medium-low magnitude of change, the effects on the views they experience arising from the operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development are assessed as S...
	12.11.3.122 The operational OnSS and EBI will be partially visible in the mid-ground of the view but is expected to be increasingly screened by broadleaved woodland to the west of the OnSS and EBI (Figure 12-16e), particularly the lower EBI and batter...
	12.11.3.123 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-17a to 12-17c show the view from Viewpoint 8 Core Path, Craigewan., which is representative of walkers on the core path (7LD.01.18) and golfers using the St Fergus Links. The viewpoint is located on th...
	12.11.3.124 Walkers and golfers at this location have been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting that the view they experience is of medium-high value and that their susceptibility to change within the view is medium-high, for the re...
	12.11.3.125 Value. The viewpoint is a point on the coastal core path following the edge of the golf course and is not a defined viewpoint for appraisal of the view but illustrative of views from the core path and the golf course. The viewpoint is not ...
	12.11.3.126 Susceptibility. The view is an intrinsic part of the experience of walkers and golfers at this location, and as these receptors take in the view as they walk along the core path or play golf they are liable to be more affected by the Onsho...
	12.11.3.127 The photomontage in Volume B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-17d shows the predicted view of the project envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 8 Core Path, Craigewan.
	12.11.3.128 The view from the core path at Craigewan will undergo a low magnitude of change arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below.
	12.11.3.129 The viewpoint lies 1.7 km from the OnSS and EBI. There will be a relatively long-range view of the Onshore Development. Coastline with coastal dunes that forms a bay will appear in the fore to middle ground. The OnSS will appear in the bac...
	12.11.3.130 Based on the combination of the medium-high sensitivity of walkers and golfers at viewpoint 8 and the low magnitude of change, the effects of the Onshore Development during operation and maintenance on their views are assessed as Not Signi...
	12.11.3.131 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figures 12-18a to 12-18c show the view from Viewpoint 9 Peterhead, Gadle Braes, which is representative of residents of Peterhead. The viewpoint is located on the coastline and looks north, over the mouth of the ...
	12.11.3.132 Residents of Peterhead at Gadle Braes have been attributed a high sensitivity rating, reflecting that the view they experience is of medium-high value and that their susceptibility to change within the view is medium-high, for the reasons ...
	12.11.3.133 Value. The viewpoint is located on a promenade with benches nearby which indicates that the view is valued locally even if it is not a defined viewpoint that is recognised by OS mapping or provision of signage. The view itself is not affor...
	12.11.3.134 Susceptibility. Local residents take in the view from their place of residence and, as the view of the coastline leading to Kirkton Head is an intrinsic part of their experience, they are liable to be more affected by the Onshore Developme...
	12.11.3.135 The photomontage in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-18d shows the predicted view of the project envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 9 Peterhead, Gadle Braes.
	12.11.3.136 The view from Gadle Braes, Peterhead will undergo a negligible magnitude of change arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below.
	12.11.3.137 The viewpoint lies 2.7 km from the OnSS and EBI. There will be a relatively long-range view of the OnSS and EBI. The mouth of the River Ugie and the adjoining coastline will appear in the foreground and the OnSS will appear within a low-ly...
	12.11.3.138 Landform, forestry and dunes define the skyline, and the OnSS and EBI will be a low-lying defining feature on it that will contrast with these landscape elements. The OnSS and EBI will be lower in level than the building within the Peterhe...
	12.11.3.139 Based on the combination of the high sensitivity of Peterhead's residents at Gadle Braes and the negligible magnitude of change, the effects of the Onshore Development on the views they experience are assessed as Not Significant (Minor) in...
	12.11.3.140 Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-19 show the view from Viewpoint 10 A90 Lunderton Cottages, which is representative of local residents. The viewpoint is located just north of Lunderton Cottages, on the edge of a field enclosed by hedge...
	12.11.3.141 Residents of Lunderton Cottages have been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, reflecting that the view they experience is of medium value and that their susceptibility to change within the view is high, for the reasons set out below.
	12.11.3.142 Value. The viewpoint is not a defined viewpoint for appreciation of the view but is a point located at residential properties near to the site of the OnSS and EBI. The viewpoint is neither recognised by OS mapping nor by provision of signa...
	12.11.3.143 Susceptibility. The residents of Lunderton Cottage take in the view from their place of residence and as it is an intrinsic part of their experience, they are liable to be more affected by the Onshore Development.
	12.11.3.144 The photomontage in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-19 shows the predicted view of the design envelope for the Onshore Development from Viewpoint 10 A90 Lunderton Cottages.
	12.11.3.145 The view from Lunderton Cottages will undergo a high magnitude of change arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development, for the reasons set out below.
	12.11.3.146 The viewpoint lies 0.45 km from the OnSS and EBI. There will be a short-range view of the OnSS and EBI, which will be seen beyond the immediate foreground of arable farmland and the background of coniferous woodland, against the backdrop o...
	12.11.3.147 Based on the medium-high sensitivity of residents of Lunderton Cottages and the high magnitude of change, the effects of the Onshore Development on the views they experience are assessed as Significant (Major) in EIA terms.
	12.11.3.148 The operational OnSS and EBI will be partially visible in the mid-ground of the view but is expected to be increasingly screened by broadleaved woodland to the west of the OnSS and EBI (Figure 12-19e), particularly the lower EBI and batter...
	12.11.3.149 It is noted from all visual assessments of significance of effects at 15 years post construction that the landscape planting proposed in the Indicative Landscaping Strategy has no reduction in the thresholds of magnitude of change and sign...
	12.11.3.150 This section considers the effect of the Onshore Development on the principal visual receptors within the 5 km Study Area. This assessment is informed by the assessment of representative viewpoints above and considers Peterhead, the larges...
	12.11.3.151 Peterhead lies approximately 1.6 km to the south of the OnSS and EBI, at its closest point. The town lies on low, relatively flat land with slightly elevated parts to the south-west and south. The A90 defines the town's western boundary. T...
	12.11.3.152 Viewpoint 9, shown in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-18, informs the assessment of Peterhead.
	12.11.3.153 Residents of Peterhead's northern edge have been attributed a high sensitivity rating that reflects the medium-high value of the view experienced by residents of Peterhead and that their susceptibility to change in the view is high, for th...
	12.11.3.154 Value. Views towards the OnSS and EBI from Peterhead are not afforded protection in planning policy, but encompass parts of the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA, whose special qualities are protected. Landscape within these views is typi...
	12.11.3.155 Susceptibility. Local residents take in the view from their place of residence and as it is an intrinsic part of their experience, they are liable to be more affected by the Onshore Development. The town's northern edge lies a relatively s...
	12.11.3.156 The views from Peterhead will undergo a negligible magnitude of change along the northern edge arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development with remaining areas of the town observing no change, for the reasons set out ...
	12.11.3.157 The OnSS will be located a short distance from Peterhead and will lie (approximately) 1.7 km to 3.7 km away from residential properties on the northern edge of Peterhead. The OnSS and EBI will be observable in the near distance on the skyl...
	12.11.3.158 Based on the medium-high sensitivity of residents located on Peterhead's northern edge and the negligible magnitude of change, the effects of the Onshore Development on visual amenity are assessed as Not Significant (Minor) in EIA terms, d...
	12.11.3.159 The Formartine and Buchan Way is an 85 km long route that is off road and relatively flat, making it suitable for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders. The route follows the former railway line linking Dyce, on the edge of Aberdeen in the so...
	12.11.3.160 Walkers on the Longside to Peterhead section of the Formartine and Buchan Way have been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating that reflects the medium-high value of the views from the route and the high susceptibility of these recept...
	12.11.3.161 Value. Views from the Formartine and Buchan Way are not afforded protection in planning policy and the route does not enter a locally designated SLA, whose special qualities may be protected. Views from the route encompass the surrounding ...
	12.11.3.162 Susceptibility. Receptors on the Formartine and Buchan Way are liable to be influenced by the OnSS and EBI, which lies between 3.3 km and 1.8 km from the closest point of the route within the ZTV. For these receptors, the view is an essent...
	12.11.3.163 The DSM ZTV on Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-8, shows that visibility of the Onshore Development is restricted to very short sections of the Formartine and Buchan Way between Torterson and Peterhead which runs broadly eastwards for ...
	12.11.3.164 Based on the medium-high sensitivity of walkers on the Formartine and Buchan Way and the negligible magnitude of change, where the Onshore Development is discernible, the effects of the Onshore Development on views experienced by users of ...
	12.11.3.165 The A90 runs broadly north-westerly through the 5 km Study Area. Entering the 5 km Study Area from the south, the A90 bypasses Peterhead, curving around the town's inland boundary before adjoining the A982 on the town's northern boundary. ...
	12.11.3.166 The Aberdeenshire Coastal Trail and North East 250 scenic road routes follow the A90. The 166.7 km Aberdeenshire Coastal Trail comprises four itineraries which provide day trips for motorists, one of which, Day 2 Balmedie, Cruden Bay and R...
	12.11.3.167 Motorists on the A90 have been attributed a medium sensitivity rating, based on the medium value of the views they experience and their medium-low susceptibility to change. Users of the Aberdeenshire Coastal Trail and North East 250 have b...
	12.11.3.168 Value. The A90 runs through the transitional landscape between the farmed landscape that is typical of the Coastal Agricultural Plane (LCT 17), and the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12). The primary road generally lies with...
	12.11.3.169 Susceptibility. Much of the A90 within the 5 km Study Area lies within the ZTV, which indicates visibility of a high proportion of the Onshore Development. The alignment of the route is such that receptors using the primary road look broad...
	12.11.3.170 The assessment of magnitude of change to the views experienced by motorists on the A90 is informed by the visual assessments of Viewpoint 2 A90 Inverquinzie (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-11), Viewpoint 6 A90 Lunderton (Volume ER.B....
	12.11.3.171 The magnitude of change to views experienced by northbound and southbound motorists on the A90 arising from operation and maintenance of the Onshore Development are assessed as medium-high, between Hallmoss and Lunderton and negligible, be...
	12.11.3.172 The OnSS will be a notable introduction within views from the A90 and will appear at odds with the rural character of the landscape. The OnSS and EBI will be readily observable at close range as receptors approach and pass it on the straig...
	12.11.3.173 For northbound motorists the OnSS will be visible after passing a low hill, east of Hallmoss (Viewpoint 7) and Castle Hill, until forestry along the Cuttie Burn screens it from view. The OnSS will be set back from the road and initially, f...
	12.11.3.174 For southbound motorists, only the topmost parts of infrastructure within the OnSS and EBI will be visible between Inverquinzie Cottages (Viewpoint 2) and the forestry adjoining the Onshore Development Area's northern boundary. There will ...
	12.11.3.175 Based on the combination of the medium sensitivity of motorists and the medium-high magnitude of change between Hallmoss and Lunderton, the visual effects of the Onshore Development will be Significant (Moderate) in EIA terms, along this s...
	12.11.3.176 For users of the Aberdeenshire Coastal Trail and North East 250, who have been attributed a medium-high sensitivity rating, these magnitudes of change will have Significant (Major/Moderate) effects in EIA terms, between Hallmoss and Lunder...

	12.11.4 Decommissioning
	12.11.4.1 This section describes the potential impacts of the decommissioning of the Onshore Development with regard to impacts on landscape and visual receptors.
	12.11.4.2 No decision has been made regarding the final decommissioning policy for the onshore cables, as it is recognised that industry best practice, rules and legislation change over time. It is likely the onshore cables will be pulled through the ...
	12.11.4.3 In relation to the OnSS and EBI, the programme for decommissioning is expected to be similar in duration to the construction phase. The detailed activities and methodology will be determined later within the project lifespan, but a standard ...
	12.11.4.4 Whilst details regarding the decommissioning of the OnSS and EBI are currently unknown, considering the worst-case assumption (which will be the removal of the OnSS and EBI and reinstatement of the current land use within this area) it is an...
	12.11.4.5 The decommissioning methodology will need to be finalised nearer to the end of the lifetime of the Onshore Development so as to reflect current guidance, policy and legislation at that point. Any such methodology will be agreed with the rele...
	12.11.4.6 Under the decommissioning phase, the following effects have been assessed:
	12.11.4.7 Decommissioning of the Onshore Development has the potential to result in significant effects on agricultural land; beach, dunes and dune systems; and trees as a result of the decommissioning activities, including the presence and activity o...
	12.11.4.8 The effects arising as a result of the decommissioning of the Onshore Development are assessed as being of similar in magnitude and significance on all physical landscape receptors as those arising from construction of the Onshore Developmen...
	12.11.4.9 Once decommissioning has taken place, it is anticipated that the agricultural land; beach, dunes and dune systems; and trees would be reinstated, and that mitigation planting would have matured over the operational life of the Onshore Develo...
	12.11.4.10 Decommissioning of the Onshore Development has the potential to result in significant effects on the perceived character of the LCTs, and the perceived character and special qualities of designated landscapes.
	12.11.4.11 Decommissioning phase effects on landscape character will occur as a result of the decommissioning activities, including the presence and activity of plant during the decommissioning phase and the changes to the reinstated landscape that re...
	12.11.4.12 The effects arising as a result of the decommissioning phase of the Onshore Development are assessed as being of no greater magnitude and significance on all landscape character receptors as those arising from its construction, as assessed ...
	12.11.4.13 Decommissioning phase landscape effects will also result from the changes after the end of the decommissioning phase, following removal of areas of hard standing and reinstatement of the landscape within the OnSS and EBI footprint and platf...
	12.11.4.14 Decommissioning of the Onshore Development has the potential to result in significant effects on the views and visual amenity of the visual receptors.
	12.11.4.15 Decommissioning phase effects on views and visual amenity will occur as a result of the decommissioning activities, including the presence and activity of plant during the decommissioning phase and the changes to the reinstated landscape th...
	12.11.4.16 The effects arising as a result of the decommissioning of the Onshore Development is assessed as being of no greater magnitude and significance on all viewpoints and visual receptors as those arising from its construction, as assessed in Se...
	12.11.4.17 Decommissioning phase effects will also result from the changes after the end of the decommissioning phase, following removal of areas of hard standing and reinstatement of the landscape within the OnSS and EBI footprint and platform areas....

	12.11.5 Summary of Impact Assessment
	12.11.5.1 A summary of the impacts and effects identified for the LVIA is outlined in Table 12-10.

	12.11.6 Impacts of Onshore Development without the Energy Balancing Infrastructure
	12.11.6.1 Described in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 2: Legislative Context and Regulatory Requirements, the  key consents required for the Onshore Development of the Salamander Project are:
	12.11.6.2 This EIAR has been prepared in support of both consent applications.
	12.11.6.3 The primary assessment in Section 12.11 has been undertaken in respect of the whole Onshore Development.
	12.11.6.4 In order for the planning application to be considered in its own right, an assessment of impacts arising from the Onshore Development without the EBI, has been undertaken. This assessment considers the impacts of the Onshore Development sub...
	12.11.6.5 An assessment of the EBI only has not been undertaken as the EBI would not be developed in isolation without the Offshore Development or the other onshore infrastructure.
	12.11.6.6 The outcomes for an assessment without the EBI would be no greater in terms of significance to the findings of the primary assessment for the whole Onshore Development in respect of significant landscape and visual effects. It is concluded t...

	12.11.7 Mitigation and Monitoring
	12.11.7.1 Although significant effects have been identified on Landscape and Visual Amenity receptors, no additional mitigation or monitoring beyond the embedded mitigation is proposed.
	12.11.7.2 The siting and design of the Onshore Development has sought to reduce its landscape and visual effects as far as reasonably practicable to retain the character of the area. Changes to landscape character will be limited as land within the LV...


	12.12 Cumulative Effect Assessment
	12.12.1.1 A Cumulative Effects Assessment (CEA) has been made based on existing and proposed developments in the Study Area. The approach to the CEA is described in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 12.1, Section 10.10. Cumulative effects are defined as those effe...
	12.12.1.2 The maximum spatial extent of potential effects on Landscape and Visual Amenity receptors as identified within this chapter are determined by the 5 km Study Area. Areas beyond this range are unlikely to experience any measurable change. As s...
	12.12.1.3 On this basis, the projects considered within this cumulative assessment are presented in Table 12-11.
	12.12.2
	12.12.2 Potential Cumulative Effects
	12.12.2.1 The first stage of the CEA is to identify common potential effects associated with both the Onshore Development and nearby projects.
	12.12.2.2 The second stage of the CEA is to evaluate whether the effects, when considered in combination with one another, have the potential to result in significant cumulative effects. The potential cumulative effects relating to Landscape and Visua...
	12.12.2.3 Where the potential for significant cumulative effects has been identified, a third stage of CEA will be undertaken to assess the significance of cumulative effects when the Onshore Development is considered in combination with those relevan...
	12.12.2.4 The preliminary assessment in Table 12-12 identifies the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) and North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA as having potential for significant cumulative effects on their landscape character. The develo...
	12.12.2.5 The addition of the OnSS and EBI to a cumulative context including Green Volt Floating Offshore Wind Farm (onshore works) has the potential to increase the cumulative influence of construction phase energy infrastructure development within t...
	12.12.2.6 The effects of simultaneous construction of the Onshore Development and the Green Volt Floating Offshore Wind Farm (onshore works) on Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) are similar to those of the Onshore Development in isolat...
	12.12.2.7 The addition of the OnSS and EBI within the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) and the North East Aberdeenshire Coast SLA has the potential to increase the cumulative influence of energy infrastructure development within this ...
	12.12.2.8 To the north of the consented Kirkton Solar PV Farm, much of the landscape in the view will be occupied by the consented solar PV array, therefore the OnSS and EBI will be viewed in a more developed landscape context in which the solar PV ar...
	12.12.2.9 The cumulative effects are of similarly low to negligible cumulative magnitude and Not Significant (Moderate/Minor to Minor) effects to the southern end of the LCT and SLA, near Peterhead, due to the screening effects of topography and inter...
	12.12.2.10 The preliminary assessment in Table 12-12 identified that the consented Kirkton Solar PV Farm will be visible to the immediate east of the A90, which is likely to extend across the agricultural fields in the foreground of the view to the ea...
	12.12.2.11 The preliminary assessment in Table 12-12 identified that the consented Kirkton Solar PV Farm will be visible to the immediate foreground of the view from St Fergus's Church, which is likely to extend across the agricultural fields in the f...
	12.12.2.12 There is potential for a cumulative effect to occur due to the additional effect arising from the simultaneous visibility of the OnSS and EBI in the backdrop to Kirkton Solar PV Farm. Much of the foreground view will be occupied by the cons...
	12.12.2.13 The preliminary assessment in Table 12-12 identified that the consented Kirkton Solar PV Farm will be visible to the immediate foreground of the view from Kirktown Beach Footpath, which is likely to extend across the agricultural fields in ...
	12.12.2.14 There is potential for a cumulative effect to occur due to the additional effect arising from the simultaneous visibility of the OnSS and EBI to the immediate south of Kirkton Solar PV Farm. Much of the view to the east and north-east will ...
	12.12.2.15 The preliminary assessment in Table 12-12 identified that the consented Kirkton Solar PV Farm may be visible in part of the view towards the coast from Bearhill, however it is likely to be largely screened by intervening forestry, such that...
	12.12.2.16 There is potential for a cumulative effect to occur due to the additional effect arising from the simultaneous visibility of the OnSS to the immediate south of Kirkton Solar PV Farm, with the addition of the OnSS and EBI being perceived as ...


	12.13 Assessment of Impacts Cumulatively with the Offshore Development
	12.13.1.1 Landscape and visual effects arising from the Onshore Development will in some instances affect the same receptors as the Salamander Offshore Development. These effects are considered as follows with reference to the SLVIA for the Offshore D...
	12.13.1.2 The majority of landscape and visual receptors in the LVIA Study Area will not experience cumulative effects as a result of the Onshore Development and Offshore Development, since they have either no visibility, or very limited/distant visib...
	12.13.1.3 The seascape / landscape receptors that may be affected cumulatively by both the Onshore Development and the Offshore Development are the South Inch to Peterhead Coastal Character Area (LCCA 5), which characterises the closest section of coa...
	12.13.1.4 The visual receptors that may be affected cumulatively by both the Onshore Development and the Offshore Development are focused within the coastal area in the locality of the Onshore Development Area, between Scotstown Head in the north and ...
	12.13.1.5 While there is potential for cumulative effects to occur on receptors in the locality of the Onshore Development Area, the lack of potential significant project alone effects from the Offshore Development on any of the coastal (seascape), la...

	12.14 Transboundary Effects
	12.14.1.1 Transboundary effects are defined as effects that extend into other European Economic Area (EEA) states. These may occur from the Onshore Development alone, or cumulatively with other plans or projects. The Onshore Development area of influe...

	12.15 Inter-related Effects
	12.15.1.1 The following assessment considers the potential for inter-related effects to arise across the three project phases (i.e. project lifetime effects) the interaction of multiple effects on a receptor (i.e. receptor-led effects).
	12.15.1.2 It is important to note that the inter-related effects assessment considers only effects produced by the onshore elements of the Salamander Project and not from other projects, which are considered within Section 12.13 and Volume ER.B.4, Ann...
	12.15.1.1 A descriptive assessment of project lifetime and receptor-led effects, shown in Table 12-13has then been undertaken. This assessment incorporates qualitative and, where reasonably possible, quantitative assessments.

	12.16 Conclusion and Summary
	12.16.1.1 This chapter of the EIAR has considered the Onshore Development’s potential effects on landscape character and views / visual resources, in line with current guidance and according to a defined methodology. Baseline information on coastal, l...
	12.16.1.2 The LVIA is based on the Project Design Envelope described in Volume ER.B.2 Chapter 4: Project Description. In compliance with EIA regulations, the potential significant effects of a realistic ‘worst-case’ scenario are assessed and illustrat...
	12.16.1.3 The photomontages that are modelled and presented in Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1 Figure 12-10 – 12-19 have informed the assessment and show an indicative 3D model representation of the OnSS and EBI within the context of a Maximum Parameter Env...
	12.16.1.4 The location of the Onshore Development, in particular the OnSS and EBI, within a low lying and gently undulating landscape within an area of extensive coniferous woodland forms a key designed in measure that reduces the potential for signif...
	12.16.1.5 The LVIA has identified and assessed the significance of effects resulting from the construction, operation and decommissioning of the Onshore Development. This was carried out in relation to the landscape character, as an environmental reso...
	12.16.1.6 The LVIA found that the Onshore Development will likely have significant effects on higher sensitivity receptors near the Onshore Development, during the construction, operation and maintenance and decommissioning phases and these are summar...
	12.16.1.7 Significant effects of the Onshore Development occur on the landscape character and views experienced within a localised area of the Beaches, Dunes and Links – Aberdeenshire (LCT 12) and the qualities of the panoramic views from a localised ...
	12.16.1.8 Not Significant effects on all other special qualities of the North East Aberdeenshire SLA have been assessed, including views from beaches of the SLA directed out to sea or along the coast; the role of lighthouses, such as Rattray as landma...
	12.16.1.9 The siting and design of the Onshore Development has sought to reduce its landscape and visual effects as far as reasonably practicable to retain the character of the area. Changes to landscape character will be limited as land within the LV...
	12.16.1.10 Mitigation measures will be implemented through commitments for landscape design measures, shown in the Indicative Landscaping Strategy (Volume ER.B.5, Annex 12.1: Figure 12-3). A future LMP will be produced post-consent in order to dischar...
	12.16.1.11 It is noted from all visual assessments of significance of effects at 15 years post construction that the landscape planting proposed in the Indicative Landscaping Strategy will have no reduction in the thresholds of magnitude of change and...
	12.16.1.12 The anticipated effects of the Onshore Development will be short-term and temporary during construction and decommissioning with long-term / permanent effects anticipated during operation and maintenance.
	12.16.1.13 No further monitoring to test the predictions made within the Landscape and Visual Amenity chapter is considered necessary.
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