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Glossary 
Term Definition  

Applicant  Salamander Wind Project Company Limited (formerly called Simply Blue Energy 

(Scotland) Limited), a joint venture between Ørsted, Simply Blue Group and 

Subsea7. 

Cumulative effects The combined effect of the Onshore Development in combination with the effects 

from a number of different projects, on the same single receptor / resource. 

Cumulative impact Impacts that result from changes caused by other past, present, or reasonably 

foreseeable actions together with the Onshore Development. 

Design Envelope A description of the range of possible elements that make up the Salamander 

Project design options under consideration, as set out in detail in the Project 

Description. This envelope presents a series of maximum parameters and is used 

to define the Salamander Project for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

purposes when the exact engineering parameters are not yet known.  

Energy Balancing Infrastructure (EBI) Energy Balancing Infrastructure which will provide services to the electrical grid, 

such as storing energy to meet periods of peak demand and improving overall 

reliability, as well as additional services such as system monitoring and computing. 

EBI will be housed within buildings and / or containers which will be co-located 

with the Onshore Substation (OnSS). 

Effect Term used to express the consequence of an impact. The significance of an effect 

is determined by correlating the magnitude of the impact with the importance, or 

sensitivity, of the receptor or resource in accordance with defined significance 

criteria. 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) A statutory process by which the likely significant effects of certain projects must 

be assessed before a formal decision to proceed can be made. It involves the 

collection and consideration of environmental information, which fulfils the 

assessment requirements of the EIA Regulations, including the publication of an 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

(EIAR) 

A document reporting the findings of the EIA and produced in accordance with the 

EIA Regulations. 

EIA Regulations The regulations that apply to the Onshore Development EIA are the Electricity Works 

(EIA) (Scotland)  Regulations 2017 and the Town and Country Planning (EIA) 

(Scotland) Regulations  2017. 
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Term Definition  

EIA Study Area A topic specific study area that will be considered, assessed and presented within 

the EIA. 

Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA) A process which helps determine likely significant effects and (where appropriate) 

assesses adverse impacts on the integrity of European conservation sites and 

Ramsar sites (when these are also an SPA or SAC). The process consists of a multi 

stage assessment which incorporates screening, appropriate assessment, and 

assessment of alternative solutions and assessment of imperative reasons of over-

riding public interest (IROPI) and compensatory measures. 

Impact An impact is considered to be the change to the baseline as a result of an activity 

or event related to the Salamander Project. Impacts can be both adverse or 

beneficial impacts on the environment and be either temporary or permanent. 

Inter-Related Effect (or Inter 

Relationships)  

The likely effects of multiple impacts from the proposed development on one 

receptor. For example, noise and air quality together could have a greater effect 

on a residential receptor than each impact considered separately. 

INTOG Leasing Round The Innovation and Targeted Oil and Gas (INTOG) leasing round where developers 

apply for the rights to build offshore wind farms specifically for the purpose of 

innovation or providing low carbon electricity to power oil and gas installations 

and help to decarbonise the sector. 

Landfall The generic term applied to the entire landfall corridor between Mean Low Water 

Spring (MLWS) tide and the Transition Joint Bay (TJB) inclusive of all construction 

works, including the offshore ECC, and landfall compound, where the offshore 

cables come ashore north of Peterhead. 

Offshore Development The entire Offshore Development, including all offshore components of the 

Project (Wind Turbine Generators, Inter-array Cables and Offshore Export 

Cable(s), floating substructures, mooring lines and anchors, and all other 

associated offshore infrastructure) required across all Project phases from 

development to decommissioning, for which the Applicant is seeking consent. 

Onshore Development  The entire Onshore Development, including Construction Compounds at the 

Landfall, temporary working areas, Onshore Export Cables, Transition Joint Bay, 

Joint Bays, Onshore Substation and Energy Balancing Infrastructure, Construction 

Compounds, any associated landscaping (if required) and access (and all other 

associated infrastructure) across all Project phases of the Onshore Development 

from construction to decommissioning, for which the Applicant is seeking consent. 

Onshore Development Area The total area comprising the Landfall, Onshore Export Cable Corridor, and 

Onshore Substation, EBI and associated infrastructure. 
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Term Definition  

Onshore Substation  The electrical components for transforming the power supplied from the 

Salamander Project to 132 kV and to adjust the power quality and power factor, 

as required to meet the UK Grid Code for supply to the National Grid.  

Receptor Any physical, biological or anthropogenic element of the environment that may 

be affected or impacted by the Salamander Project. Receptors can include natural 

features such as the seabed and wildlife habitats as well as man-made features 

like fishing vessels and cultural heritage sites. 

Salamander Project The proposed Salamander Offshore Wind Farm. The term covers all elements of 

both the offshore and onshore aspects of the project. 

Scoping An early part of the EIA process by which the key potential significant impacts of 

the Salamander Project are identified, and methodologies identified for how these 

should be assessed. This process gives the relevant authorities and key consultees 

opportunity to comment and define the scope and level of detail to be provided 

as part of the EIAR – which can also then be tailored through the consultation 

process. 

 

Acronyms 
Term Definition  

CEA Cumulative Effects Assessment 

EcIA Ecological Impact Assessment 

ECU Energy Consents Unit 

EEA European Economic Area 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

ERM Environmental Resources Management 

EU European Union 

HRA Habitats Regulations Appraisal  
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Term Definition  

IEMA Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment 

INTOG Innovation and Targeted Oil and Gas  

JV Joint Venture 

MW Megawatts 

MD-LOT Marine Directorate-Licensing Operations Team 

NPS National Policy Statement 

OPEN Optimised Environments 

PAC Pre-application Consultation 

RUK RenewableUK 

SAC Special Area of Conservation 

SPA Special Protection Area 

SWPC Salamander Wind Project Company Limited (formerly called SBES) 

UK United Kingdom 
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6 EIA Methodology 
6.1 Introduction 

6.1.1.1 The Applicant, Salamander Wind Project Company Limited (SWPC), a joint venture (JV) partnership between 
Ørsted, Simply Blue Group and Subsea7, is proposing the development of the Salamander Offshore Wind 
Farm (hereafter ‘Salamander Project’). The Salamander Project will consist of the installation of a floating 
offshore  wind  farm (up to 100 megawatts (MW) capacity) approximately 35 kilometres (km) east of  
Peterhead. It will consist of both offshore and onshore infrastructure, including an offshore generating  
station (wind farm), export cables to landfall, and connection to the onshore substation (please see Volume  
ER.B.2, Chapter 4: Project Description for details on the Salamander Project Design). 

6.1.1.2 This chapter of the Onshore Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) outlines the assessment 
methodology followed in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the Onshore Development, in 
support of the application for consent. EIA is the process of systematically identifying the potential impacts 
that the Onshore Development could have on the environment. The process involved developing a detailed 
understanding of both the Onshore Development (e.g. proposed installation, operation and 
decommissioning activities), and the environment within which the Onshore Development will be located. 
The potential impacts of the Onshore Development were then evaluated to determine how the Onshore 
Development will affect the environmental receptors and assigned significance of effects. Where potential 
effects are likely to be significant, specific measures will need to be taken to reduce or remove such effects. 

6.2 Requirement for an Environmental Impact Assessment 

6.2.1.1 Requirements for EIA are defined in the European Union (EU) EIA Directive (85/337/EEC), which was 
transposed into Scottish law by the EIA Regulations. In accordance with the EIA Regulations (i.e. the 
Electricity Works (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and the Town and Country Planning (EIA) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2017), an EIA is required as follows. 

6.2.1.2 Under Schedule 2 of the Electricity Works (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 for the carrying out of 
development to provide a generating station. Where works fall within the scope of Schedule 2, an EIA is 
required if they are likely to have significant effects on the environment.  

6.2.1.3 Under Schedule 2 of the Town and Country Planning (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 for ‘Industrial 
installations for the production of electricity, steam and hot water’ if: 

• The area of the development would exceed 0.5 hectares (ha); and  

• The development would likely result in significant environmental effects. 

6.2.1.4 Schedule 3 of these regulations is then used to understand whether the Onshore Development is likely to 
have significant effects on the environment. Matters requiring consideration include the characteristics 
(e.g. size, design, waste, pollution, risks etc.) and location (e.g. environmentally sensitive areas) of the 
Onshore Development as well as the types and characteristics of the potential impact (e.g. magnitude and 
spatial extent). 

6.2.1.5 Further details on the requirements for EIA are presented in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 2: Legislative Context 
and Regulatory Requirements. 

6.2.1.6 Information required within the EIAR is set out in the following regulations and in Table 6-1: 

• Regulation 4 of the Electricity Works (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017;  

• Regulation 5 (2) of and Schedule 4 to the Electricity Works (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017; 
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• Regulation 4  of the Town and Country Planning (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017; and 

• Regulation 18 (3) of the Town and Country Planning (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017. 
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Table 6-1 Information required within the EIAR as set out in the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and Town and 
Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017  

Information Required within the EIAR EIAR Reference 

Regulation 5 (2) of the Electricity Works (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and Regulation 18 (3) of the Town and Country Planning (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017  

(a) a description of the development comprising information on the site, design, size and other relevant features of the 

development; 

Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 4: Project Description. 

(b) a description of the likely significant effects of the development on the environment; Volume ER.B.3: Technical Chapters 

(c) a description of the features of the development and any measures envisaged in order to avoid, prevent or reduce and, 

if possible, offset likely significant adverse effects on the environment; 

Volume ER.B.3: Technical Chapters 

(e) non-technical summary of the information referred to in sub-paragraphs (a) to (d); Volume ER.B.1: Non-Technical Summary 

(f) any other information specified in schedule 4 relevant to the specific characteristics of the development and to the 

environmental features likely to be affected. 

Volume ER.B.3: Technical Chapters 

Regulation 4 of the Electricity Works (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and Regulation 5 of the Town and Country Planning (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017  

(2) The environmental impact assessment must identify, describe and assess in an appropriate manner, in light of the 

circumstances relating to the proposed development, the direct and indirect significant effects of the proposed development 

(including, where the proposed development will have operational effects, such operational effects) on the factors specified 

in paragraph (3) and the interaction between those factors: 

(a) population and human health; 

The Onshore Development will interact with human health in 

relation to noise, air quality, visual, transport and socio-

economics. Therefore, impacts to human health in relation to 

these topics have been considered within this EIAR in the 

following chapters:  

Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 11: Terrestrial Air Quality; 
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Information Required within the EIAR EIAR Reference 

Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 12: Landscape and Visual Amenity; 

Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 13: Traffic and Transport;  

Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 14: Onshore Noise and Vibration; and 

Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 16: Socio-economics, Tourism and 

Recreation. 

An assessment of any risks to human health due to accidents or 

disaster is provided in Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 18: Major 

Accidents and Disasters.  

This is consistent with the Salamander EIA Scoping Report which 

confirmed a stand-alone EIA chapter for the effects on human 

health would not be required. 

(b) biodiversity, and in particular species and habitats protected under Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of 

natural habits and wild flora and Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the conservation 

of wild birds; 

Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 8: Terrestrial Ornithology; 

Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 9: Terrestrial Ecology and Nature 
Conservation. 

(c) land, soil, water, air and climate; Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 7: Geology, Hydrology and 
Hydrogeology; 

Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 15: Land Use and Other Users; 

Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 17: Climate Change and Carbon. 

(d) material assets, cultural heritage and the landscape; Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 10: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural 
Heritage; 



Salamander Offshore Wind Farm Onshore EIA Report 
August 2024   

   

 

  

ER.B.2.6 EIA Methodology   Page 5/29 

Information Required within the EIAR EIAR Reference 

Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 12: Landscape and Visual Amenity. 

(4) The effects to be identified, described and assessed under paragraph (2) include the expected effects deriving from the 

vulnerability of the development to risks, so far as relevant to the development, of major accidents and disasters. 
Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 18: Major Accidents and Disasters. 
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6.3 EIA Guidance and Best Practice 

6.3.1.1 The EIA methodology adopted and applied within this EIAR was developed based on the experience of EIA 
technical experts in consideration of EIA principles and industry best practice guidance. The specific 
guidance utilised is detailed within the relevant technical chapters of this document. Some of the key 
guidance and best practice documents used to inform the EIA include: 

• Scottish Natural Heritage (now NatureScot) (2018), A handbook on environmental impact 
assessment: Guidance for competent authorities, consultees and others involved in the 
Environmental Impact Assessment process in Scotland;  

• Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA), (2017) Delivering 
Proportionate EIA: A Collaborative Strategy for Enhancing Environmental Impact Assessment 
Practice;  

• IEMA (2016), Environmental Impact Assessment Guide to Delivering Quality Development;  

• IEMA (2020), Impact Assessment Outlook Journal-Volume 7: Demystifying Cumulative Effects;  

• Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (2016), Guidelines for Ecological 
Impact Assessment (EcIA); and  

• Scottish Government (2022a), Good Practice Guidance for Applications under Section 36 and 37 
of the Electricity Act 1989. 

6.4 Consultation 

6.4.1 Overview 

6.4.1.1 Consultation is a key part of the application process. It has played an important part in ensuring that the 
baseline characterisation and impact assessment for the Onshore Development  is appropriate to the scale 
of development as well as meeting the requirements of the regulators and their advisors. 

6.4.1.2 Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 5: Stakeholder Consultation outlines the consultation process in more detail. The 
issues raised during consultation specific to each topic are outlined in each chapter, including consideration 
of where the issues have been addressed within the EIAR. 

6.4.2 Scoping 

6.4.2.1 The Salamander EIA Scoping Report (SBES, 2023) was submitted to Aberdeenshire Council in February 2023. 
The report identified the key sensitive receptors to be considered in the EIA. Within the EIA Scoping Report, 
a number of environmental and human receptors were identified, and the predicted impacts of the 
Salamander Project were considered. Receptors were scoped in or out of the report through an analysis of 
available data for the Salamander Project, lessons learned from previous Scoping Opinions for offshore wind 
farms, and through pre-scoping consultation workshops.  

6.4.2.2 An EIA Scoping Opinion was received in June 2023 from the Scottish Ministers with stakeholders’ input (MD-
LOT, 2023) and from Aberdeenshire Council in April 2023 (Aberdeenshire Council, 2023) (Table 6-2). Further 
information on the EIA Scoping Opinion consultation responses is discussed in the relevant topic chapters. 
Where impacts have been scoped out, these are outlined in each chapter. 
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Table 6-2 General comments from the EIA Scoping Opinion 

Consultee Date and Forum Comment Where it is addressed within this EIAR 

Aberdeenshire Council 26 April 2023; Aberdeenshire Council 

Scoping Opinion 

Schedule 4 of the Regulations states the information which 

should be included in an Environmental Impact Assessment 

Report (EIA Report). These guidelines offer the backbone to 

the structure of an EIA Report and should be used as the 

basis for your submission. 

Information within Schedule 4 of the Electricity 

Works (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 is noted 

amongst others, highlighted fully in Volume ER.B.2, 

Chapter 2: Legislative Context and Regulatory 

Requirements and discussed in Section 6.2. 

In order to make an assessment of the above information 

there are specific criteria and guidance set out in Schedule 

4 of the Regulations. In particular these include 

characteristics of the development, an outline of any 

alternative options/sites and the main reasons for the 

options/sites chosen. Environmental issues are of obvious 

key importance such as those aspects of the environment 

that would be likely to be significantly affected. 

Information within Schedule 4 of the Electricity 

Works (EIA) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 is noted 

amongst others, highlighted fully in Volume ER.B.2, 

Chapter 2: Legislative Context and Regulatory 

Requirements and discussed in Section 6.2. 

Detailed survey work would be required to inform the EIA 

Report. Following analysis of the aspects of the environment 

which would be likely to be significantly affected, a detailed 

assessment of the effects themselves would be required 

along with mitigation measures proposed. 

This is noted. 

I am satisfied with the approach outlined within the Scoping 

Report and consider it to be orthodox. Where a deviation 

from recognised practice is proposed (such as the SLVIA 

study area), it has been reasoned within the report. 

This is noted. 
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Consultee Date and Forum Comment Where it is addressed within this EIAR 

In relation to Terrestrial aspects of the development, I note 

that the following topics are proposed: 

• Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology 

• Ornithology 

• Ecology 

• Cultural Heritage (including Archaeology) 

• Air Quality 

• Landscape and Visual Impact 

• Traffic and Transport 

• Noise and Vibration 

• Land Use 

This is noted. 

I am satisfied with the content of the Scoping Report in 

relation to the above chapters and have limited further 

comments to make. However please see some comments 

below: 

In terms of structuring the EIA, I would recommend that 

each topic (as listed above) is given a distinct chapter. The 

Scoping Report include Cultural Heritage as a subsection of 

This is noted. 
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Consultee Date and Forum Comment Where it is addressed within this EIAR 

Human Health. Whilst this was justified (through a broad 

definition of Human Health), it would be unintuitive for a lay 

person who may wish to review the EIA during any 

application process. 

Environment Team - Buchan 

The Service holds no objection to the proposed scope of 

assessment. It is noted that NatureScot will play a key role 

in the consenting process as the impact of the development 

may impact upon nationally and internationally designated 

sites. 

It is noted that consent is sought through Marine Licencing 

and deemed Planning Permission, the responsibility for 

Habitats Regulations would lie with Marine Scotland as the 

determining authority 

This is noted. 

NatureScot (Onshore) 21 June 2023; comments on EIA Scoping 

Report 

Thank you for consulting us in relation to the energy 

balancing infrastructure associated with the Salamander 

Offshore Wind Farm. As the energy balancing infrastructure 

(which will include battery storage and other equipment) 

will be within the onshore substation area, and is part of the 

onshore development, our advice is in relation to all of the 

onshore infrastructure (landwards of mean low water 

springs). The energy balancing infrastructure on its own 

does not raise any significant concerns. 

This is noted. 
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Consultee Date and Forum Comment Where it is addressed within this EIAR 

Content of the Scoping Report 

We are generally content with the Scoping Report, and the 

proposed approach for the impact assessment that will 

support the forthcoming application(s). 

This is noted. 

Assessment approach 

The EIAR should consider the impact of all phases of the 

proposed development on the receiving environment, 

including effects from pre-construction activities as well as 

the construction, operation and maintenance and 

decommissioning phases. 

We note some elements of pre-construction activities are 

specifically highlighted in the identification of impacts for 

some receptors such as seabed preparation on benthic 

interests. However, we advise potential impacts from pre-

construction works need to be considered for all receptors. 

The EIA methodology is detailed within Volume 

ER.B.2.6, Chapter 6, EIA Methodology and impacts 

during decommissioning are assessed within 

individual topic assessments. 

Mitigation 

We welcome the embedded environmental measures 

described in each of the relevant sections of the Scoping 

Report. However, much of the embedded mitigation 

detailed throughout includes the development and 

adherence to post consent plans/programmes, these do not 

strictly constitute mitigation. The EIAR must clearly 

This is noted. Relevant embedded mitigation 

measures are discussed in each technical chapter 

within Volume ER.B.3, Chapters 7 to 18. 
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Consultee Date and Forum Comment Where it is addressed within this EIAR 

articulate those mitigation measures that are informed by 

the EIA (or HRA) and are necessary to avoid or reduce 

predicted significant adverse environmental effects of the 

proposed development. We advise that the full range of 

mitigation and monitoring measures, and published 

guidance, are considered and discussed in the EIAR. 

Other comments  

We advise that the EIA should explore fully any impacts 

arising from in-combination and cumulative effects with any 

other relevant plans or projects.  

The advice in this letter is provided by NatureScot, the 

operating name of Scottish Natural Heritage. 

This is noted. Cumulative and in-combination 

effects are assessed in each technical chapter 

within Volume ER.B.3, Chapters 7 to 18. 

MD-LOT 21 June 2023; MD-LOT Scoping Opinion Section 4.8 of the Scoping Report states that a 

decommissioning programme will be prepared prior to 

construction but for the purposes of the Scoping Report, it 

is anticipated that all infrastructure above the seabed or 

ground level will be completely removed with any rock 

and/or scour protection being left in situ. 

The Scottish Ministers advise that the EIA Report must 

include an assessment of potential significant effects during 

the decommissioning phase. Any uncertainty on the impacts 

upon receptors from activities during decommissioning 

Potential impacts are assessed for all phases of 

development within each individual topic 

assessment within Volume ER.B.3, Chapters 7 to 

18. A Decommissioning Plan will be prepared prior 

to decommissioning and adhered to throughout 

this phase. 
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Consultee Date and Forum Comment Where it is addressed within this EIAR 

should be clearly explained, along with the implications for 

the assessment of significant effects. 

Design Envelope 

The Scottish Ministers note the Developer’s intention to 

apply a ‘Design Envelope’ approach. Where the details of 

the Proposed Development cannot be defined precisely, the 

Developer will apply a worst-case scenario, as set out in 4.1 

of the Scoping Report. 

This is noted and addressed within all technical 

chapters within Volume ER.B.3, Chapters 7 to 18. 

The Scottish Ministers advise that the Developer must make 

every attempt to narrow the range of options. Where 

flexibility in the design envelope is required, this must be 

defined within the EIA Report and the reasons for requiring 

such flexibility clearly stated. At the time of application, the 

parameters of the Proposed Development should not be so 

wide-ranging as to represent effectively different projects. 

To address any uncertainty, the EIA Report must consider 

the potential impacts associated with each of the different 

scenarios. The criteria for selecting the worst case and the 

most likely scenario, together with the potential impacts 

arising from these, must also be described. The parameters 

of the Proposed Development must be clearly and 

consistently defined in the application for the s.36 consent 

and marine licences and the accompanying EIA Report. 

This is noted and addressed within all technical 

chapters within Volume ER.B.3, Chapters 7 to 18. 
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Consultee Date and Forum Comment Where it is addressed within this EIAR 

The Scottish Ministers will determine the applications based 

on the worst-case scenario. The EIA will reduce the degree 

of design flexibility required and the submitted to the 

Scottish Ministers, for their approval, before works 

commence. Please note however, the information provided 

in Section 7 below regarding multi-stage consent and 

regulatory approval. The CMS will ‘freeze’ the design of the 

project and will be reviewed by the Scottish Ministers to 

ensure that the worst-case scenario described in the EIA 

Report is not exceeded. 

This is noted. 

It is a matter for the Developer, in preparing the EIA Report, 

to consider whether it is possible to robustly assess a range 

of impacts resulting from a large number of undecided 

parameters. If the Proposed Development or any associated 

activities materially change prior to the submission of the 

EIA Report, the Developer may wish to consider requesting 

a new scoping opinion. 

This is noted. 

Alternatives 

The EIA Regulations require that the EIA Report include ‘a 

description of the reasonable alternatives (for example in 

terms of project design, technology, location, size and scale) 

studied by the Developer, which are relevant to the 

proposed works and its specific characteristics, and an 

indication of the main reasons for selecting the chosen 

option, including a comparison of the environmental 

Alternatives considered are detailed in Volume 

ER.B.2, Chapter 3: Site Selection and Consideration 

of Alternatives and impacts during 

decommissioning are assessed within individual 

topic assessments. 
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Consultee Date and Forum Comment Where it is addressed within this EIAR 

effects’. The Scottish Ministers note that the Developer’s 

Scoping Report did not indicate any consideration of 

alternatives. 

The Scottish Ministers advise considerations must include 

how decommissioning has been taken into account within 

the design options. The Scottish Ministers advise that this 

must be based on the presumption of as close to full 

removal as possible of all infrastructure and assets and 

should consider the methods and processes of doing so. 

The Scottish Ministers are satisfied that the requirements 

for consultation have been met in accordance with the EIA 

Regulations. 

This is noted. 

Aberdeenshire Council 11 July 2024; Pre-application Advice  Legal Agreements 

Legal agreements may be required, depending upon 

mechanisms proposed to secure mitigation. 

This is noted. 
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6.4.3 Pre-application Consultation 

6.4.3.1 Consultation is a key part of the EIA process. Early and ongoing consultation throughout the lifecycle of the 
Salamander Project is important in allowing integration of stakeholder feedback / data into the decision-
making and design processes, and for the Applicant to communicate progress. A detailed description of the 
consultation process and consultation carried out to date is set out in Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 5: 
Stakeholder Consultation. 

6.4.3.2 In line with the Applicant’s stakeholder engagement plan, the Applicant undertook informal discussions 
with regulators and statutory consultees at an early stage to inform the site selection process. The Applicant 
invited a number of stakeholders to attend the early-stage discussions, which took place between 2 – 8 July 
2020 through video conference using Microsoft Teams.  

6.4.3.3 The Applicant undertook formal consultation on the onshore ornithology survey methodology on 14 
September 2022 and 13 March 2023. They also undertook formal consultation on the terrestrial ecology 
survey methodology on 30 March. The objective of this consultation was to provide an update on the 
Onshore Development, introduce the Area of Search and seek initial opinions on the scope and preferred 
method of the survey to be developed for the Onshore Development of the Salamander Project.  

6.4.3.4 The Applicant organised formal Scoping workshops that were held in November 2022. During the meetings, 
consultees were asked to comment on a high-level baseline, the Scoping methodology (including embedded 
mitigation and an overview of the impacts scoped in and out), and the EIA methodology. The advice / 
guidance received during the meetings was then incorporated into the relevant sections of the Salamander 
EIA Scoping Report (SBES, 2023).  

6.4.3.5 Throughout the EIA process, the Applicant has held regular quarterly update meetings with NatureScot, 
Aberdeenshire Council and regular meetings. 

6.4.3.6 In addition to the consultation outlined above as part of the EIA process, the Town and the Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997 requires Pre-application Consultation (PAC) to be undertaken in respect of 
developments of a certain scale or involving particular works. The process provides opportunities to receive 
feedback from the public and third sector organisations that can then be addressed in the application and 
supporting EIAR.  

6.4.3.7 The Applicant has held public consultation events which represent the formal PAC events to meet the 
requirements of the Town and the Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997. A PAC Report has been prepared 
and submitted with the consent application (Volume RP.B.3, Report 1: Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) 
Report). 

6.5 Design Envelope 

6.5.1.1 The Design Envelope approach has been adopted for both the Salamander Project’s onshore and offshore 
EIAs. This approach aligns with the recently updated ‘Scottish Government Good Practice Guidance for 
Applications under Section 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act 1989’ (Scottish Government, 2022a) and the 
‘Guidance for applicants on using the design envelope for applications under section 36 of the Electricity 
Act 1989’ (Scottish Government, 2022b). Such an approach also follows wider best practice examples and 
is in accordance with the recently updated National Policy Statement ((NPS) EN-3, paragraph 3.8.87), which 
recognises that: “Owing to the complex nature of offshore wind farm development, many of the details of a 
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proposed scheme may be unknown to the applicant at the time of the application to the Secretary of State” 
(Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, 2023). 

6.5.1.2 The Design Envelope presents a series of maximum extents for the Salamander Project for which significant 
effects can be established and meaningful assessments undertaken, while retaining reasonable flexibility 
for future project design. To avoid excessive conservatism, the parameters considered throughout are not 
necessarily a combination of the maximum design parameters for each component. This approach is 
standard practice in Scotland and the United Kingdom (UK) for large scale-developments where the exact 
project requirements cannot be confirmed at the pre-application stage. 

6.5.1.3 The Salamander Project requires flexibility in choice of technology, specific siting of infrastructure and 
construction methodologies, to ensure that anticipated changes in available technology and project 
economics can be accommodated within the design. The final Salamander Project design will depend on 
factors including ground conditions, economics and procurement approach, as well as findings of the EIA 
and Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA).  

6.5.1.4 Innovations being developed as part of the Salamander Project and included within the Innovation and 
Targeted Oil and Gas (INTOG) bid application process, all fall within the Design Envelope presented within 
this EIAR. Innovations fall broadly within the following categories: 

• Offshore innovations increasing local fabrication potential and lowering costs and risk; 

• Innovations to maximise coexistence and co-location; 

• Innovations to improve the environmental footprint of offshore wind; and 

• Knowledge sharing partners to support skill development and job creation. 

6.5.1.5 Where relevant to the receptors considered within the EIAR these innovations will be further described in 
each technical chapter. 

6.5.1.6 Under the Design Envelope approach, the assessment for each receptor and potential impact is based on 
the Salamander Project design parameters likely to result in the maximum adverse effect (i.e. the worst-
case scenario) to a given receptor. Given that the realistic worst-case scenario is based on the design option 
(or combination of options) that represents the greatest potential for impact, as set out in Volume ER.B.2, 
Chapter 4: Project Description, a confidence can be taken that development of any alternative options 
within the Salamander Project Design Envelope parameters will give rise to no effects greater or worse than 
those assessed in this impact assessment. Each technical chapter outlines the realistic worst-case scenarios 
assessed for each impact. 

6.6 Characterisation of the Baseline Environment 

6.6.1.1 Characterisation of the existing environment has been undertaken to determine the baseline conditions in 
the area covered by the onshore components of the Salamander Project, including relevant surrounding 
EIA Study Areas for those issues scoped into the EIA. Data has been reviewed to ensure it is robust and can 
be used with sufficient confidence to allow the required level of assessment to determine the significance 
of any potential effect. Characterisation of the baseline environment for each EIA receptor has involved the 
following steps: 

• EIA Study Areas defined for each receptor based on the relevant characteristics of the receptor 
(e.g. mobility/range); 

• Review available information; 
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• Review likely or potential impacts that might be expected to arise from the Salamander Project; 

• Determine if there is sufficient data to make the EIA judgements with sufficient confidence; 

• If further data is required, ensure data gathered is targeted and directed at answering the key 
question and filling key data gaps; and 

• Review information gathered to ensure the environmental baseline can be sufficiently 
characterised in appropriate detail. 

6.6.1.2 The approach to the baseline characterisation has also been informed by feedback from the EIA Scoping 
Opinion and stakeholder engagement. Each technical chapter outlines the specific approach to establishing 
a robust baseline, which involves using publicly available data and literature and, where relevant, site-
specific data. Specific data sources are detailed in each technical chapter and annex. Key data limitations 
with the baseline data and their ability to materially influence the outcome of the EIA are noted and 
commented on. 

6.6.1.3 The future baseline is described as the likely evolution of the baseline scenario without implementation of 
the Salamander Project, as far as natural changes from the baseline scenario can be assessed, with 
reasonable effort, on the basis of the availability of relevant information and scientific knowledge. This 
includes the future receiving environment based on the climate change projection scenarios selected for 
the Salamander Project and is described in each technical chapter. 

6.7 Assessment Methodology 

6.7.1.1 This chapter provides a general framework for identifying impacts and assessing the significance of their 
effects. An overview of the impact assessment process is outlined in Figure 6-1. 

 

 

Figure 6-1 Impact Assessment Process 

6.7.1.2 In practice the approaches and criteria applied across different topics varies due to, for example, specific 
guidance / practices endorsed by professional accreditation organisations and consultees. Deviations from 
the standard approach are detailed and explained within the relevant technical chapters and where specific 
guidance exists for impact assessment criteria these will be followed. These definitions are fully detailed in 
each technical chapter. 
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6.7.1.3 For the purposes of this EIA, an ‘impact’ is considered to result in an ‘effect’ if a pathway to a receptor exists. 
The ‘source-pathway-receptor’ model, as outlined in Figure 6-2 is central to the identification and 
assessment of the potential effects; if no pathway exists, an impact is screened out. 

 
Figure 6-2 Source-pathway-receptor model 

6.7.1.4 An ‘impact’ is considered to be the change to the baseline as a result of an activity or event related to the 
Salamander Project. There is the potential for the Salamander Project to result in both adverse or beneficial 
impacts on the environment and be either temporary or permanent. An ‘effect’ is considered to be the 
consequence of the impact on a receptor. This is set out in each technical chapter. 

6.7.1.5 The assessment process considers the potential magnitude of the change to the baseline conditions arising 
from the Salamander Project and the sensitivity of the particular receptor under consideration. The 
significance of an effect is established by combining magnitude and sensitivity. 

6.7.1.6 Embedded mitigation measures are considered those that are built into the Salamander Project concept, 
either through design (primary mitigation) or implementation of industry best practice (tertiary mitigation); 
these definitions are outlined in Table 6-3. Embedded mitigation measures are detailed in Volume ER.B.4, 
Annex 6.1: Commitments and Mitigations Register. 

Table 6-3 Approach to mitigation which has been followed for the EIA process 

Term Definition 

Primary mitigation Design decisions taken by the Salamander Project Team which are an inherent part of the Salamander 

Project (e.g. no development within 50 m of residential property). Primary mitigation is embedded into 

the design of the Salamander Project and should be considered in the pre-mitigation assessment. 

Secondary mitigation Mitigation to reduce impacts to acceptable levels. Secondary mitigation measures are developed and 

considered to be additional, and typically require additional action post-consent to be implemented. 

These are only considered in the residual effects assessment (if secondary mitigation is required). 

Tertiary mitigation Best practice mitigation that would need to be implemented with or without the EIA. These mitigation 

measures have a certainty of being implemented and should be considered in the pre-mitigation 

assessment. This includes plans such as Code of Construction Practice, Construction Logistics Plans, 

Environment Management Plan etc. 

 

Source
(the origin of a potential 

impact)

Pathway
(the means by which the effect 
of the activity could impact a 

receptor)

Receptor
(the element of the receiving 

environment that is impacted)
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6.7.2 Defining Impact Magnitude 

6.7.2.1 The impact magnitude is determined by the interaction of how the following factors will impact the baseline 
conditions: 

• Spatial extent - the area over which the impact will occur; 

• Duration - the period of time over which the impact will occur; 

• Likelihood - the probability that the impact will occur and the probability that the receptor will 
be present; 

• Frequency - the number of times the impact will occur over the Salamander Project’s life-cycle; 

• Intensity - the severity of the impact; and 

• Reversibility - the ability for the receiving environment / exposed receptor to return to baseline 
conditions. 

6.7.2.2 The magnitude has been based on these factors and expert judgement. The categorisation of magnitude 
varies for specific pathways / receptors / technical assessments but broadly follows the criteria outlined in 
Table 6-4. 

6.7.2.3 For topics where there is the potential for adverse and beneficial impacts, magnitude definitions are defined 
for both beneficial and adverse impacts. 

Table 6-4 Impact Magnitude Criteria 

Magnitude Criteria 

High Total change or major alteration to key elements / features of the baseline conditions: 

Occurs over a large spatial extent, resulting in widespread, long-term, or permanent changes of the 

baseline conditions, or affects a large proportion of a receptor population. 

The impact is very likely to occur and/or will occur at a high frequency or intensity. 

Medium Partial change or alteration to one or more key elements / features of the baseline conditions: 

The impact occurs over a local to medium extent with a short- to medium-term change to baseline 

conditions, or affects a moderate proportion of a receptor population.  

The impact is likely to occur and/or will occur at a moderate frequency or intensity. 

Low Minor shift away from the baseline conditions: 

The impact is localised and temporary or short-term, leading to a detectable change in baseline 

conditions or a noticeable effect on a small proportion of a receptor population.  

The impact is unlikely to occur or may occur but at low frequency or intensity. 

Negligible Very slight change from baseline conditions: 
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Magnitude Criteria 

The impact is highly localised and short-term, with full rapid recovery expected to result in very slight or 

imperceptible changes to baseline conditions or a receptor population.  

The impact is very unlikely to occur; if it does, it will occur at a very low frequency or intensity. 

No change No change from baseline conditions. 

6.7.3 Defining Receptor Sensitivity 

6.7.3.1 The specific scale of sensitivity for a receptor is dependent on the EIA topic / receptor in question, but in 
general it may be defined in terms of quality, value, rarity or importance of the receptor being assessed. 
The ability of a receptor to adapt to change, tolerate, and / or recover from potential impacts will be key in 
assessing its sensitivity to the impact under consideration. The scale of sensitivity will be classed as 
‘negligible, low, medium or high’, as described in Table 6-5.  

6.7.3.2 In carrying out topic specific assessments, a more specific scale of increasing sensitivity has been defined 
where this is appropriate. Guidance has also been taken from the value attributed to elements through 
designation or protection under law. Expert judgement is particularly important when determining the 
sensitivity of receptors. 

Table 6-5 Receptor sensitivity 

Receptor Sensitivity Definition 

High The receptor has a very low capacity to accommodate a particular effect with a low ability to recover or 

adapt. 

Medium The receptor has a low capacity to accommodate a particular effect with a low ability to recover or adapt. 

Low The receptor has some tolerance to accommodate a particular effect or will be able to recover or adapt. 

Negligible The receptor is generally tolerant and can accommodate a particular effect without the need to recover 

or adapt. 

6.7.4 Evaluation of Significance 

6.7.4.1 The consideration of magnitude of a potential impact and sensitivity of the receptor determines an 
expression, which may be quantitative or qualitative and often informed by expert judgement, for the 
significance of the beneficial or adverse effects. Table 6-6 sets out how the magnitude of impact and the 
sensitivity of the receptor have been combined to provide an assessment of effect significance. Where a 
topic has deviated from this significance of effect matrix it is outlined in the relevant technical chapter; 
these have been informed by expert judgement, latest guidance and specific input from consultation. 
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Table 6-6 Significance of Effect Matrix 

Significance of effect Receptor Sensitivity 

Negligible Low Medium High 

Magnitude of 

impact 

Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible 

Low Negligible Negligible Minor Minor 

Medium Negligible Minor Moderate Moderate 

High Negligible Minor Moderate Major 

6.7.4.2 Definitions of significance of effect are outlined in Table 6-7, noting that effects can be both beneficial or 
adverse. Unless otherwise described as beneficial or negligible, all effects reported on within this EIAR are 
adverse. For the purposes of this EIA, where effects are identified as minor or negligible they are deemed 
to be not significant in EIA terms. Major and moderate effects are deemed to be significant in EIA terms and 
additional mitigation may be required; in the case where further mitigation is not possible, a residual 
significant effect may remain.  

Table 6-7 Definition of Significance of Effect 

Category Definition of significance of effect 

Negligible No detectable change to the environment or receptor resulting in no significant effect. 

Minor A detectable but non-material change to the environment or receptor resulting in no significant effect 

or small-scale temporary changes. 

Moderate A material but non-fundamental change to the environment or receptor, resulting in a possible 

significant effect. 

Major A fundamental change to the environment or receptor, resulting in a significant effect. 

6.7.5 Mitigation 

6.7.5.1 Where the impact assessment identifies that an aspect of the Salamander Project is likely to give rise to 
significant adverse environmental effects, mitigation measures, above and beyond any primary or tertiary 
mitigation have been incorporated into the assessment process to avoid impacts or reduce them to 
acceptable levels. At this point the impact is reassessed, considering these secondary mitigation measures 
to determine the residual effect, as outlined in the following section. The different levels of mitigation have 
been defined in Table 6-3. Additional mitigation measures are detailed in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 6.1: 
Commitments and Mitigations Register. 
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6.7.6 Residual Effects 

6.7.6.1 Residual effects remain the same if the impact does not require additional mitigation or where no additional 
mitigation is possible. Where additional mitigation measures are identified due to a significant effect, 
impacts have been re-assessed, and the residual effects should be reduced. In the eventuality where 
significant effects remain, an explanation is provided in the relevant technical chapter. It is the role of the 
regulator to weigh these effects against the positive benefits of the Salamander Project when considering 
the application for consent. 

6.7.7 Environmental Management and Monitoring 

6.7.7.1 In certain circumstances, it may be pertinent to implement monitoring of any identified residual effects. 
Details of any post-consent management and monitoring proposed for the Salamander Project are set out 
within the relevant technical assessment chapters. This includes, where appropriate, proposals to measure 
the effectiveness of identified mitigation measures. Monitoring proposals will be discussed and agreed 
upon with relevant stakeholders prior to implementation. 

6.7.8 Impacts of Onshore Development without the Energy Balancing Infrastructure  

6.7.8.1 In order for the planning application to be considered in its own right, an assessment of impacts arising 
from the Onshore Development without the Energy Balancing Infrastructure (EBI), has also been 
undertaken. This assessment considers the impacts of the Onshore Development subject to planning 
permission only. An assessment of the EBI only has not been undertaken as the EBI would not be developed 
in isolation without the Offshore Development or the other onshore infrastructure. 

6.8 Cumulative Effect Assessment (CEA) 

6.8.1.1 The Cumulative Effects Assessment (CEA) is a key component of the overall EIA process. Cumulative effects 
are defined as those effects on a receptor that may arise when the development is considered together 
with other projects. This includes all projects that result in a comparative effect that is not intrinsically 
considered as part of the baseline environment. The approach to the CEA is described in more detail in 
Volume ER.B.4, Annex 6.2: Cumulative Effects Assessment Technical Annex. 

6.8.1.2 The EIA Regulations state that cumulative effects should be addressed within an EIAR. Projects to be 
included in the CEA are located within the zone of influence of the Salamander Project, which is receptor 
specific.  

6.8.1.3 The list of cumulative projects identified for each receptor is provided in each topic chapter. Figure 6-3 
presents the projects considered within the Salamander Project cumulative assessment. A full list of all 
projects considered is included within Volume ER.B.4, Annex 6.2: Cumulative Effects Assessment Technical 
Annex. 

6.8.1.4 Each technical chapter, excluding Major Accidents and Disasters, has undertaken a topic specific CEA. Once 
the relevant receptors and data sources have been identified, the pathways linking the receptor and data 
are identified. Where no pathway between a source (other than as a direct result of the Onshore 
Development) and a receptor can be identified, the potential for cumulative impacts arising can be excluded 
and assessment is not required. This process allowed the Onshore Development receptors to be refined 
and inform the spatial extent of the CEA. 

6.8.1.5 This approach is in accordance with NatureScot Guidance – Assessing the cumulative landscape and visual 
impact of onshore wind energy developments (NatureScot, 2021), the RenewableUK (RUK) Cumulative 
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Impact Assessment Guidelines (RUK, 2013), and Marine Scotland Consenting and Licensing Guidance for 
Offshore Wind, Wave and Tidal Energy Applications (Marine Scotland, 2018).
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6.9 Transboundary Effects 

6.9.1.1 Transboundary effects are defined as effects that arise when impacts from a development extend into other 
European Economic Area (EEA) states. These may occur from the Salamander Project alone, or cumulatively 
with other plans or projects. The EIA Directive, which was transposed into Scottish law through domestic 
legislation prior to the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, requires the assessment of transboundary effects.  

6.9.1.2 The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe Convention on EIA in a Transboundary Context 
(commonly referred to as the ‘Espoo Convention’) also requires consideration of transboundary 
environmental effects. The Convention requires that assessments are extended across borders between 
Parties of the Convention when a planned activity may cause significant adverse transboundary effects.  

6.9.1.3 A screening process was undertaken, as presented in the Salamander EIA Scoping Report (SBES, 2023) and 
confirmed which technical aspects could result in transboundary effects. Where there is potential for 
transboundary effects to occur, it is assessed within the relevant technical chapter. 

6.10 Assessment of Impacts Cumulatively with the Offshore Development 

6.10.1.1 The Salamander Project is comprised of both Onshore and Offshore Developments; the former is the focus 
of this document. Consents / permissions for each component are being sought separately under different 
planning regimes: this EIAR is being submitted to Aberdeenshire Council and the Energy Consents Unit (ECU) 
of the Scottish Government to obtain consent for the Onshore Development and a separate consent 
application has been submitted to MD-LOT for the Offshore Development.  

6.10.1.2 In consideration of this, an assessment of the potential cumulative impacts of the Onshore Development 
with the Offshore Development, on specific topic receptors, is presented within each technical assessment 
chapter of this EIAR. The intent is to provide a holistic overview of the cumulative impacts and associated 
effects of Salamander Project activities on the receptors assessed for the Onshore Development. This 
ensures that the Salamander Project’s impacts and effects are understood and that neither the Onshore 
Development nor Offshore Development is considered in isolation.  

6.10.1.3 For the vast majority of receptors assessed in this EIAR, no pathway exists for Offshore Development 
activities to cause an impact and result in cumulative effects with the Onshore Development. However, 
potential pathways may exist for assessment topics which are not wholly marine or terrestrial (e.g. 
Ornithology), which creates the possibility for these assessment topics to be affected by Onshore 
Development activities. As such, a high-level assessment of the cumulative effects of Onshore Development 
activities is presented, where appropriate, within the technical assessment chapters of this EIAR.  

6.11 Inter-related Effects 

6.11.1.1 Potential inter-related effects describe the interactions of all effects on a receptor which may interact to 
create a more significant impact on a receptor than when considered in isolation. Inter-related effects may 
have a spatial or temporal element.  

6.11.1.2 The EIA considers the potential for inter-related effects to arise across the three project phases (i.e. 
Construction (inclusive of pre-construction activities), Operation and Maintenance, and Decommissioning) 
and the interaction of multiple effects on a receptor (i.e. receptor-led effects). These two different 
categories of inter-related effects are described below: 

• Project lifetime effects are considered to be effects that occur throughout more than one phase 
of the Salamander Project, to interact to potentially create a more significant effect on a receptor, 
than if just assessed in isolation in the three key project phases (e.g. Construction (inclusive of 
pre-construction activities), Operation and Maintenance and Decommissioning). For example, 
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increased noise across all three phases may combine to create an additive effect of greater 
significance than when each impact is considered in each discrete project phase. 

• Receptor-led effects involve spatially or temporal interaction of effects, to create inter-related 
effects on a receptor or receptor group. Receptor-led effects might be short term, temporary or 
transient effects, or incorporate longer term effects. For example, increased noise and pollutants 
may combine to cause a greater effect significance on residential receptors than when each 
impact is considered in isolation. 

6.11.1.3 It is important to note that the inter-related effects assessment considers only effects produced by the 
elements of the Salamander Project and not from other projects, which are identified within Volume ER.B.4, 
Annex 6.2 Cumulative Effects Assessment Technical Annex. 

6.11.1.4 A descriptive assessment of the scope for individual effects to interact to create a different or greater effect 
has then been undertaken within each technical chapter. The assessment incorporates qualitative and, 
where reasonably possible, quantitative assessments. 

6.12 Habitats Regulations Appraisal 

6.12.1.1 Whilst not specifically a part of the EIA process, a HRA has been carried out for the Onshore Development, 
in line with Article 6 of the Habitats Regulations (92/43/EEC), Case Law, and best practice guidance.  

6.12.1.2 For the HRA process, a Report to Inform the Appropriate Assessment (RIAA) has been prepared and 
submitted with this application. The RIAA considers whether the potential exists for adverse effects from 
the Onshore Development on the conservation objectives and integrity of the relevant European sites 
(Special Area of Conservation and Special Protection Area) where Likely Significant Effects could not be 
ruled out at screening. Scottish Ministers and Aberdeenshire Council, as the Competent Authorities, will 
undertake an Appropriate Assessment based on these findings and must be satisfied that the Onshore 
Development will not result in LSE on these European sites before granting consent.  

6.12.1.3 Whilst there is likely to be some repetition of information between the RIAA, and this Onshore EIAR, the 
RIAA does not form part of the EIA process and therefore is only mentioned to provide additional context 
and information. Designated sites are considered within each of the relevant technical assessment chapters 
of this Onshore EIAR, Volume ER.B.3, Chapters 7 to 20. 

6.13 Competent Experts 

6.13.1.1 The technical assessments are led by a technical author who is a specialist professional with significant 
experience in the undertaking of impact assessments; technical authors are usually supported by multiple 
consultants. Technical authors are often a recognised expert in their field and or a chartered member of a 
relevant professional body. Authorship of each chapter is detailed in Volume ER.B.4, Annex 1.1: Details of 
the Project Team. Technical authors lead on the quality of data collected, the assessment methodology, 
impact assessments and any proposed mitigation measures. 

6.13.1.2 The Applicant is being supported by Environmental Resources Management (ERM) as the EIA Lead (and 
author of multiple EIA chapters), with additional support from several specialist technical organisations, 
that are experienced in assessing the environmental impacts from offshore wind farms. Where a chapter 
or technical report has not been led by ERM, these are listed below: 

• Orrin Ecology – Volume ER.B.4, Annex 9.1: Phase 1 Habitats 

• Optimised Environments (OPEN) Ltd. – Volume ER.B.3, Chapter 12: Landscape and Visual 
Amenity; and 
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• Optimised Environments (OPEN) Ltd. – Volume ER.B.5.12.1: Landscape and Visual Amenity 
(LVIA) Visualisations; and 

•  Mott Macdonald – Volume RP.B.1 Net Positive Biodiversity Strategy. 
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	6.4 Consultation
	6.4.1 Overview
	6.4.1.1 Consultation is a key part of the application process. It has played an important part in ensuring that the baseline characterisation and impact assessment for the Onshore Development  is appropriate to the scale of development as well as meet...
	6.4.1.2 Volume ER.B.2, Chapter 5: Stakeholder Consultation outlines the consultation process in more detail. The issues raised during consultation specific to each topic are outlined in each chapter, including consideration of where the issues have be...

	6.4.2 Scoping
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	6.5 Design Envelope
	6.5.1.1 The Design Envelope approach has been adopted for both the Salamander Project’s onshore and offshore EIAs. This approach aligns with the recently updated ‘Scottish Government Good Practice Guidance for Applications under Section 36 and 37 of t...
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	6.5.1.3 The Salamander Project requires flexibility in choice of technology, specific siting of infrastructure and construction methodologies, to ensure that anticipated changes in available technology and project economics can be accommodated within ...
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	6.6 Characterisation of the Baseline Environment
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	6.6.1.2 The approach to the baseline characterisation has also been informed by feedback from the EIA Scoping Opinion and stakeholder engagement. Each technical chapter outlines the specific approach to establishing a robust baseline, which involves u...
	6.6.1.3 The future baseline is described as the likely evolution of the baseline scenario without implementation of the Salamander Project, as far as natural changes from the baseline scenario can be assessed, with reasonable effort, on the basis of t...

	6.7 Assessment Methodology
	6.7.1.1 This chapter provides a general framework for identifying impacts and assessing the significance of their effects. An overview of the impact assessment process is outlined in Figure 6-1.
	6.7.1.2 In practice the approaches and criteria applied across different topics varies due to, for example, specific guidance / practices endorsed by professional accreditation organisations and consultees. Deviations from the standard approach are de...
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	6.7.2.3 For topics where there is the potential for adverse and beneficial impacts, magnitude definitions are defined for both beneficial and adverse impacts.

	6.7.3 Defining Receptor Sensitivity
	6.7.3.1 The specific scale of sensitivity for a receptor is dependent on the EIA topic / receptor in question, but in general it may be defined in terms of quality, value, rarity or importance of the receptor being assessed. The ability of a receptor ...
	6.7.3.2 In carrying out topic specific assessments, a more specific scale of increasing sensitivity has been defined where this is appropriate. Guidance has also been taken from the value attributed to elements through designation or protection under ...

	6.7.4 Evaluation of Significance
	6.7.4.1 The consideration of magnitude of a potential impact and sensitivity of the receptor determines an expression, which may be quantitative or qualitative and often informed by expert judgement, for the significance of the beneficial or adverse e...
	6.7.4.2 Definitions of significance of effect are outlined in Table 6-7, noting that effects can be both beneficial or adverse. Unless otherwise described as beneficial or negligible, all effects reported on within this EIAR are adverse. For the purpo...

	6.7.5 Mitigation
	6.7.5.1 Where the impact assessment identifies that an aspect of the Salamander Project is likely to give rise to significant adverse environmental effects, mitigation measures, above and beyond any primary or tertiary mitigation have been incorporate...

	6.7.6 Residual Effects
	6.7.6.1 Residual effects remain the same if the impact does not require additional mitigation or where no additional mitigation is possible. Where additional mitigation measures are identified due to a significant effect, impacts have been re-assessed...

	6.7.7 Environmental Management and Monitoring
	6.7.7.1 In certain circumstances, it may be pertinent to implement monitoring of any identified residual effects. Details of any post-consent management and monitoring proposed for the Salamander Project are set out within the relevant technical asses...

	6.7.8 Impacts of Onshore Development without the Energy Balancing Infrastructure
	6.7.8.1 In order for the planning application to be considered in its own right, an assessment of impacts arising from the Onshore Development without the Energy Balancing Infrastructure (EBI), has also been undertaken. This assessment considers the i...


	6.8 Cumulative Effect Assessment (CEA)
	6.8.1.1 The Cumulative Effects Assessment (CEA) is a key component of the overall EIA process. Cumulative effects are defined as those effects on a receptor that may arise when the development is considered together with other projects. This includes ...
	6.8.1.2 The EIA Regulations state that cumulative effects should be addressed within an EIAR. Projects to be included in the CEA are located within the zone of influence of the Salamander Project, which is receptor specific.
	6.8.1.3 The list of cumulative projects identified for each receptor is provided in each topic chapter. Figure 6-3 presents the projects considered within the Salamander Project cumulative assessment. A full list of all projects considered is included...
	6.8.1.4 Each technical chapter, excluding Major Accidents and Disasters, has undertaken a topic specific CEA. Once the relevant receptors and data sources have been identified, the pathways linking the receptor and data are identified. Where no pathwa...
	6.8.1.5 This approach is in accordance with NatureScot Guidance – Assessing the cumulative landscape and visual impact of onshore wind energy developments (NatureScot, 2021), the RenewableUK (RUK) Cumulative Impact Assessment Guidelines (RUK, 2013), a...

	6.9 Transboundary Effects
	6.9.1.1 Transboundary effects are defined as effects that arise when impacts from a development extend into other European Economic Area (EEA) states. These may occur from the Salamander Project alone, or cumulatively with other plans or projects. The...
	6.9.1.2 The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe Convention on EIA in a Transboundary Context (commonly referred to as the ‘Espoo Convention’) also requires consideration of transboundary environmental effects. The Convention requires that as...
	6.9.1.3 A screening process was undertaken, as presented in the Salamander EIA Scoping Report (SBES, 2023) and confirmed which technical aspects could result in transboundary effects. Where there is potential for transboundary effects to occur, it is ...

	6.10 Assessment of Impacts Cumulatively with the Offshore Development
	6.10.1.1 The Salamander Project is comprised of both Onshore and Offshore Developments; the former is the focus of this document. Consents / permissions for each component are being sought separately under different planning regimes: this EIAR is bein...
	6.10.1.2 In consideration of this, an assessment of the potential cumulative impacts of the Onshore Development with the Offshore Development, on specific topic receptors, is presented within each technical assessment chapter of this EIAR. The intent ...
	6.10.1.3 For the vast majority of receptors assessed in this EIAR, no pathway exists for Offshore Development activities to cause an impact and result in cumulative effects with the Onshore Development. However, potential pathways may exist for assess...

	6.11 Inter-related Effects
	6.11.1.1 Potential inter-related effects describe the interactions of all effects on a receptor which may interact to create a more significant impact on a receptor than when considered in isolation. Inter-related effects may have a spatial or tempora...
	6.11.1.2 The EIA considers the potential for inter-related effects to arise across the three project phases (i.e. Construction (inclusive of pre-construction activities), Operation and Maintenance, and Decommissioning) and the interaction of multiple ...
	6.11.1.3 It is important to note that the inter-related effects assessment considers only effects produced by the elements of the Salamander Project and not from other projects, which are identified within Volume ER.B.4, Annex 6.2 Cumulative Effects A...
	6.11.1.4 A descriptive assessment of the scope for individual effects to interact to create a different or greater effect has then been undertaken within each technical chapter. The assessment incorporates qualitative and, where reasonably possible, q...

	6.12 Habitats Regulations Appraisal
	6.12.1.1 Whilst not specifically a part of the EIA process, a HRA has been carried out for the Onshore Development, in line with Article 6 of the Habitats Regulations (92/43/EEC), Case Law, and best practice guidance.
	6.12.1.2 For the HRA process, a Report to Inform the Appropriate Assessment (RIAA) has been prepared and submitted with this application. The RIAA considers whether the potential exists for adverse effects from the Onshore Development on the conservat...
	6.12.1.3 Whilst there is likely to be some repetition of information between the RIAA, and this Onshore EIAR, the RIAA does not form part of the EIA process and therefore is only mentioned to provide additional context and information. Designated site...

	6.13 Competent Experts
	6.13.1.1 The technical assessments are led by a technical author who is a specialist professional with significant experience in the undertaking of impact assessments; technical authors are usually supported by multiple consultants. Technical authors ...
	6.13.1.2 The Applicant is being supported by Environmental Resources Management (ERM) as the EIA Lead (and author of multiple EIA chapters), with additional support from several specialist technical organisations, that are experienced in assessing the...
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